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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


Foreign Office Files for China, offers complete coverage of PRO Class FO 371 on China 
for the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s and documents the most significant events in the history 
of modern day China. Part 1 covers 1949, a crucial year which saw the fall of the 
Nationalist government and the triumph of the Communist forces, while Part 2 continues 
with files devoted to the question of world-wide recognition of the People’s Democratic 
Republic of China. In Part 3 of this microfilm project, we offer the complete run of FO 371 
files for China for 1951. 


During the first six months of 1951, the Chinese economy was booming. Spurred on by 
their early so-called ‘success in the Korean war and the unceasing propaganda 
campaigns, the Central People’s Government (CPG) had succeeded in stirring up a wave 
of patriotic feeling. Any surviving traces of opposition were eliminated and the ‘peaceful 
liberation’ of Tibet had moved from the sphere of external to that of internal politics. 


By June, the Chinese army were in need of respite in the Korean War and ceasefire 
negotiations were opened in July. The influence of the CPG seemed to be stronger than 
ever, but as the year closed China’s economy was showing signs of strain brought about 
by her efforts in the Korean war. 


The extent of power held by the Chinese Government can be found in files FO 371/92192- 
92206. Reports and comments offer a wealth of information on a variety of subjects such 
as tax, arrest and executions of subversive agents and the registration of foreign 
organisations in China. From the Chancery in Peking, British aid G. G. Buzzard reported 
to the Far Eastern Department in London: 


“The only plans which the communists present regularly and in some detail both to the 
party and to the general public are their economic plans — these are regularly presented 
and discussed at the beginning of each planning period and it seems not unlikely that the 
embryonic plans which are now revealed to and discussed at selected meetings of party 
members or experts... The points he (Chou En Lai) makes are fairly obvious and the 
Report may be fabrication based upon intelligent speculation. The Report does not in any 
case tell us anything of vital interest although if it were true, it would suggest that China is 
rather more occupied with the task of land reform and Stability of prices than appears to 
be the case at the present moment; it would also suggest that China is rather less 
occupied with plans for the promotion of communist unrest and subversion throughout the 
Far East than we have reason to believe is the case.” (2° March 1951, FO 371/92194) 


The extract below, taken from a report on the 30” Anniversary of the foundation of the 
Chinese Communist Party, duly reflects China’s priorities in 1951: 


“The occasion was fully exploited by the authorities fo collect and re-emphasise their 
propaganda campaign, at present built up of three main strands, to which all other 
subjects are attached, namely: Resist America and Aid Korea (the main external line); 
carry through the Land Reform (the main internal line); and suppress Counter- 
Revolutionaries, which seems fo arise from the first two and to rank with but after them in 
the official mind.” (FO 371/92200) 


Several documents chart the events and situation in Formosa. Files FO 371/92208-92210 
report talks in London with Han Lih-Wu, Chiang Kai-shek’s political adviser, reflecting the 
British Government's reaction to the establishment of the Kuomintang government in 
Taiwan. FO 371/92225 and 92226 chart various views on the future of Formosa including 


Americas unchanged policy towards the Chinese Nationalists and _ anti-British 
demonstrations at the Britisn consulate at Tamsui. 


“The Lord Chancellor had been toying with the idea of putting to the US Secretary of State 
the suggestion that we should persuade the US Government to accord de. facto 
recognition to the Central People’s Government of China and that we in turn should 
publicly accord de facto recognition to the Nationalists in Formosa.” (FO 3/71/92226) 


Files FO 3/71/92230-92232 offer documents that give some weight to general Western 
post-war opinion of the close connection between Chinese politics and propaganda. On 


the 11 May, a telegram was sent from Peking to the Foreign Office in London reporting 
on the Chinese propaganda effort: 


“By the end of April all resources of the propaganda machine had been directed to the 
preparation of May Day. Slogans and pictures were plastered everywhere on walls, 
arches, shops... the principal slogans were ‘oppose American aid to Korea’, ‘oppose the 
rearmament of Japan’, ‘sign in favour of a five power peace pact, but above all the 
predominant theme was opposition to America... in addition to popular attacks on 
Japanese armament there have been a series of more serious articles analysing 
American draft of Japanese treaty. The unanimous conclusion is that the draft is absurd, 
preposterous and illegal.” (FO 371/92231) 


With the Korean War and the invasion of Tibet, China had made her presence felt on the 
world political stage. Reflecting this, Part 3 also offers files on global diplomatic activity 
and commercial relations in 1951. International deliberations on the UN's imposition of 
sanctions on China are discussed in FO 3/71/92233-92240 while China’s political and 
trade relations with the UK are documented throughout the project. Although the UK 
formerly recognised China at the beginning of 1950, the files show that throughout 1957 
diplomatic relations between the two countries remained fairly remote. Chou En Lai’s 
speech to the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference at the end of October 
1951, showed that China had no intention of easing relations and matters appeared to 
worsen when’ the British Government backed the United Nations resolution which 
_ declared China an aggressor.- China’s takeover and refusal to admit replacements at 
several British constlar establishments, most notably at Tientsin (FO 371/92323-92324 
and 92356), is documented as well as the expulsion of the Consul-General at Tihwa 
(Urumchi) for alleged criminal acts (FO 371/92378-92381). In London, discussions with 
the Chinese Government about the upkeep of the former Chinese Embassy, eventually 
assumed by the Bank of China, can be found in FO 371/92320-92322. 


Monthly economic reports for China are made available in FO 3/71/92257; British and 
foreign commercial interests are covered in FO 371/92259-9226/ and economic sanctions 
against China are reported in FO 371/92272-92287. The latter covers the US embargo on 
exports to China and control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa. 


China’s relations with the United States and the Soviet Union can also be researched, 
including: the alleged bombing and strafing of the Chinese border by US 
aircraft (FO 371/92228): a report documenting a Soviet approach to America on the 
development of China (FO 371/92241): Sino-Soviet trade agreements (FO 371/92293) 
and the Chinese take-over of American companies in FO 3/71/92294. 


FO 371/92300 through to FO 371/923305 offers a wealth of documents relating to military 
matters in China. The Chinese Nationalist military strength in Formosa, Soviet assistance 
to the Chinese Army, the Chinese Communist Army and Airforce and the prohibition of 
night navigation near Tsingtao are all covered. 


Part 3 also offers a British perspective of China's internal policies. The CPG’s major 
objective of land reform can be found in FO 3/71/92306 and FO 37/1/92325. Mining 
(FO 371/92328), oil deposits in North West China (FO 3/71/92327), tobacco and cotton 
(FO 371/92307 and 92308 respectively) all give an insight into China’s major export 
industries. 


The wider availability of all these files, made possible by this microfilm edition, opens up 
many new possibilities for research and sheds light upon events in China in 1951. The 
files in Part 3 offer a fascinating account of Mao Zedong’s Communist Government and 


show the resilience of China as an emerging global superpower, posing questions such 
as: To what lengths did the Chinese really did desire an armistice in the Korea war? How 


successful were the agrarian reforms? What evidence exists of the supply of Soviet war 
materials to China? 


By providing full coverage of all 1951 Foreign Office Files for China, academics will be 
able to research topics such as: 


The Korean War 

Events in Formosa 

Chinese Communist threat to Hong Kong 

Chinese anti-Western propaganda 

United Nations imposition of political and economic sanctions 
International trade relations 

The Chinese economy 

Chinese military machinations 

Movements of foreign nationals and organisations 


These British files offer researchers an interesting insight into differences between British 


and American policy on China in this period. These materials both complement and add 
significantly to US State Department documents on China. 


Kate Spiers 
July 2001 


TECHNICAL NOTE 


Our microform publications are prepared and produced in accordance with recommended 
and established guide-lines for the production of microform of Superior quality. These 
conform to the recommendations of the standard guides to good microforming and 
micropublishing practice. 


Attention should be drawn to the nature of the original material. All the material consists of 
FO 371 and FCO 21 files containing loose papers. Although the original material is in very 
good condition, some records are written on many different types, thickness and colour of 
paper. Coupled with the variety of inks, pens or pencils used, this has created problems of 
blurred text and contrast. Some items consist of carbon copies or comprise material on 
very thin paper, which has created problems of show-through, rendering the original 
documents difficult to read. Every effort has been made to minimise these difficulties and 
some openings are microfilmed more than once in an attempt to bring out all the features 
of the original. Nevertheless these original characteristics present difficulties of image and 
contrast which stringent tests and variations of density cannot entirely overcome. 


The most responsible care has been exercised in the filming of this unique collection and 
every effort has been made to ensure that this microform publication meets the standards 
established by the Association for Information and Image Management (AIIM), the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and prevailing European standards. 
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FO 371/92188 


FO 3/71/92189 
FO 3/71/92190 


FO 371/92191 


FO 3/71/92192 


FO 3/1/92193 


FO 371/92194 


REEL 66 
FO 371/92195 


FO 371/92196 


FO 3/71/92197 


Request for assistance in tracing the missing Part Il of a book 

on Chinese secret societies called 7riad and Tabut by the late 

M. L. Wynne (1951) 

Annual report on China for 1950 (1951) 

Lists of members of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist 
Party, members of the China Peace Committee and members of the 
China People's Committee in Defence of World Peace and Against 
American Aggression (1951) | 

Monthly political summaries November 1950 to November 1951: 
Kunming situation report January 1951; Canton fortnightly summary of 
28 December 1951 (1951) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to 
increase production and trade (1951) (Folder 1) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China: determination to 
increase production and trade (1951) (Folder 2) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to 
increase production and trade (1951) (Folder 3) 


Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to 
increase production and trade (1951) (Folder 4) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to 
increase production and trade (1951) (Folder 5) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 


FO 3/1/92198 
FO 3/1/92199 


FO 371/92200 


REEL 67 
FO 371/92201 


FO 371/92202 
FO 371/92203 
FO 371/92204 
FO 371/92205 
FO 371/92206 


FO 371/92207 


REEL 68 
FO 371/92208 


extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to increase 
production and trade (1951) (Folder 6) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to increase 
production and trade (1951) (Folder /) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to increase 
production and trade (1951) (Folder 8) 


Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 


extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 


social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to increase 


production and trade (1951) (Folder 9) 


Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to increase 
production and trade (1951) (Folder 10) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to increase 
production and trade (1951) (Folder 11) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to increase 
production and trade (1951) (Folder 12) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to increase 
production and trade (1951) (Folder 13) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China; determination to increase 
production and trade (1951) (Folder 14) 

Reports, comments and information from many sources showing the 
extension of power of the ruling Chinese Communists over the political, 
social and economic life of the whole of China: determination to increase 
production and trade (1951) (Folder 15) 

Reports of conditions in Sinkiang and alleged capture by the Chinese of 
two Kazakh resistance leaders: conversation with General Yolbas Beg, a 
refugee from Turkestan in India; report of conditions in Sinkiang 
appearing in Soviet paper /zvestiya (1951) 


Summaries of events and situation reports for Formosa during 1951; 
report of talks in London with Han Lih-Wu, Chiang Kai-shek's political 
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FO 371/92209 
FO 371/92210 


FO 3/1/92211 


FO 371/92212 


FO 3/1/92213 
FO 3/71/92214 


FO 371/92215 


FO 371/92216 


FO 371/92217/ 
FO 371/92218 


FO 3/71/92219 


REEL 69 
FO 371/92220 


FO 371/92221 


FO 371/92222 


FO 371/92223 


FO 371/92224 
FO 371/92225 


adviser, concerning UK's attitude to Formosa (1951) (Folder 1) 
Summaries of events and situation reports for Formosa during 1951: 
report of talks in London with Han Lin-Wu, Chiang Kai-shek's political 
adviser, concerning UK's attitude to Formosa (1951) (Folder 2) 
Summaries of events and situation reports for Formosa during 1951: 
report of talks in London with Han Lih-Wu, Chiang Kai-shek's political 
adviser, concerning UK's attitude to Formosa (1951) (Folder 3) 
Speculation on Chinese Communist threat to Hong Kong; politico- 
military talks between US and UK representatives in Washington; 
shooting incidents on Hong Kong frontier: visit of US General Chase, 
Head of American Military Mission to Hong Kong from Taipeh (1951) 
(Folder 1) 

Speculation on Chinese Communist threat to Hong Kong; politico- 
military talks between US and UK representatives in Washington; 
shooting incidents on Hong Kong frontier; visit of US General Chase, 
Head of American Military Mission to Hong Kong from Taipeh (1951) 
(Folder 2) 

Proposed postponement of constitutional reforms in Hong Kong until 
Far East situation is less critical (1951) 

Question of payment of pension to George Caulton ex-employee of the 
China Merchants Steam Navigation Company of Shanghai (1951) 
Claims for superannuation benefits for former employees of the 
Shanghai Municipal Council (SMC); advances made from Foreign Office 
funds approved by HMG;: claims against surviving trustees of the SMC 
Superannuation Fund (1951) 

Notes, memorandum and report on situation in North East China and 
translation of a resolution of the North Eastern Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party explaining the role of the 
Party in the factories (1951) 

General picture of the Inner Mongolian Autonomous area (1951) 
Claims of the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation against 
the SMC (1951) 

Recommended list of books for the study of Chinese communism: 
official report on Chinese communism and its relation to Soviet 
communism (1951) 


Sir Jonn Hutchinson's report on conditions in China compiled during his 
eighteen months’ stay as HM Charge d'Affaires in Peking (1951) 
Restrictions on use of foreign languages in trade marks, signs and 
advertisements (1951) 

Suggestion that a diary be kept by FO Research Department on the 
movements of the five Chinese Communist leaders Mao Tse-tung, 

Liu Shao-Chi, Chou Teh, Chou en-Lai and Li Li San (1951) 

References to the possible formation of a ‘Third Party’ in China, 
opposed to the existing Communist regime (1951) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Various views on the future of Formosa; unchanged US policy towards 
the Chinese Nationalists; anti British demonstration at Britisn Consulate, 


FO 371/92226 


FO 3/71/92227 


FO 3/71/92228 


FO 3/1192229 


FO 3/71/92230 
FO 371/92231 
FO 371/92232 


FO 371/92233 


REEL 70 
FO 371/92234 


FO 371192235 


FO 371/92236 


FO 371/92237 


FO 371/92238 


REEL 71 
FO 371/92239 


Tamsu!, Parliamentary statement of British policy towards Formosa in 
May 1951 (1951) (Folder 1) 

Various views on the future of Formosa; unchanged US policy towards 
the Chinese Nationalists; anti British demonstration at British Consulate, 
Tamsul, Parliamentary statement of British policy towards Formosa in 
May 1951; (1951) (Folder 2) 

Question of representation of the Chinese People's Government in the 
UN Organisation (1951) 

Soviet protest in the UN against American bombing of Chinese territory 
and American armed invasion of Formosa; Chinese press allegation of 
American intrusion into Chinese airspace (1951) 

Account of activities of Chinese delegation to the UN; report of 
speeches made by General Wu on his return from USA to Peking: 
Chinese press comment on the UN General Assembly meeting (1951) 
Chinese anti-Western propaganda; reports on Chinese efforts to 
increase support for North Korea (1951) (Folder 1) 

Chinese anti-Western propaganda; reports on Chinese efforts to 
increase support for North Korea (1951) (Folder 2) 

Chinese anti-Western propaganda; reports on Chinese efforts to 
increase support for North Korea (1951) (Folder 3) 

International deliberations on question of UN imposition of political 

and economic sanctions on the Central People's Government of China 
(CPG); differences of US and UK policy; expressions of public and 
private views on China (1951) (Folder 1) 


International deliberations on question of UN imposition of political 
and economic sanctions on the Central People's Government of China 
(CPG): differences of US and UK policy; expressions of public and 
private views on China (1951) (Folder 2) 

International deliberations on question of UN imposition of political 
and economic sanctions on the Central People's Government of China 
(CPG); differences of US and UK policy; expressions of public and 
private views on China (1951) (Folder 3) 

International deliberations on question of UN imposition of political 
and economic sanctions on the Central People's Government of China 
(CPG): differences of US and UK policy; expressions of public and 
private views on China (1951) (Folder 4) 

International deliberations on question of UN imposition of political 
and economic sanctions on the Central People's Government of China 
(CPG); differences of US and UK policy; expressions of public and 
private views on China (1951) (Folder 5) 

International deliberations on question of UN imposition of political 
and economic sanctions on the Central People's Government of China 
(CPG): differences of US and UK policy; expressions of public and 


private views on China (1951) (Folder 6) 


International deliberations on question of UN imposition of political 


FO 371/92240 


FO 3/71/92241 
FO 371/92242 
FO 3/71/92243 
FO 371/92244 
FO 371/92245 
FO 371/92246 
FO 3/1/92247 
FO 371/92248 
FO 371/92249 


FO 371/92250 


REEL 72 
FO 371/92251 


FO 371/92252 


FO 3/1192253 


FO 3/71/92254 


FO 3/1/92255 
FO 371/92256 


FO 3/1192257 
FO 371/92258 


FO 371/92259 


and economic sanctions on the Central People's Government of China 
(CPG); differences of US and UK policy; expressions of public and 
private views on China (1951) (Folder 7) 

International deliberations on question of UN imposition of political 

and economic sanctions on the Central People's Government of China 
(CPG); differences of US and UK policy; expressions of public and 
private views on China (1951) (Folder 8) 

Report of a Soviet approach to USA suggesting co-operation in the 
development of China (1951) 

Proposed meeting in Hong Kong of R. H. Scott of the FO with L. Lamb, 
Charge d'Affaires at Peking after the Bukit Serene Conference in 
Singapore (1951) 

Kuomintung-West German relations (1951) 

Speech by Nationalist Chinese General Ho Yin-Chin on Sino-Japanese 
co-operation (1951) 

Sino-Soviet relations (1951) 

US policy towards China and the Far East; statements by State 
Department Assistant Secretary of State Dean Rusk and by Secretary of 
State Dean Acheson (1951) 

Decoration of President of Ecuador by Nationalist Chinese Charge 
d'Affaires to mark good relations between Ecuador and Nationalist 
China (1951) 

Sino-Indian relations (1951) 

Chinese press comments on secret trial in Pakistan of people implicated 
in a ‘fight for a peaceful solution of the Korean problem" (1951) 
Reports of Chinese attacks on ships in the vicinity of Hong Kong; 
protests to the Chinese Government (1951) 


Representations made by Britain to the Peking Government; treatment 
of British interests by the CPG; relations between Chinese and UK 
representatives at missions abroad (1951) 

Visit of Chinese Communist leader Wu Wen Tao to the UK to speak at 
the ‘Daily Worker’ rally; press articles about Anglo-Chinese relations; 
Chinese comment on the result of the Britisn General Election (1951) 
Historical summary of the conflict of interest in the Prutus Reef between 
China and Japan (1951) 

Report of American plans for invasion of China by US and Formosan 
Nationalist forces; report by UK Chiefs of Staff on the vulnerability of 
China; Lord Tedder's view of the report: report of possible Chinese 
Nationalist attack on the mainland (1951) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Request for information about the entry of China into the Korean War 
(1951) 

Monthly economic reports for China November 1950 to December 1951 
(1951) 

Reports and situation of foreign-owned public utility companies in 
Shanghai (1951) 

Situation of British and foreign commercial interests and individuals in 


REEL 73 
FO 371/92260 


FO 3/71/92261 
FO 371/92262 
FO 371/92263 
FO 3/71/92264 


FO 3/71/92265 


REEL 74 
FO 371/92266 


FO 3/71/92267 


FO 3/71/92268 
FO 3/71/92269 
FO 371/92270 
FO 3/1/92271 


FO 371/92272 


FO 3/71/92273 


China; Chamber of Commerce reports of difficulties of foreign traders 
(1951) (Folder 1) 


Situation of British and foreign commercial interests and individuals in 
China; Chamber of Commerce reports of difficulties of foreign traders 
(1951) (Folder 2) 
Situation of British and foreign commercial interests and individuals in 
China; Chamber of Commerce reports of difficulties of foreign traders 
(1951) (Folder 3) 
Situation of British and foreign commercial interests and individuals in 
China; Chamber of Commerce reports of difficulties of foreign traders 
(1951) (Folder 4) 
Situation of British and foreign commercial interests and individuals in 
China; Chamber of Commerce reports of difficulties of foreign traders 
(1951) (Folder 5) 
Situation of British and foreign commercial interests and individuals in 
China; Chamber of Commerce reports of difficulties of foreign traders 
(1951) (Folder 6) 
Situation of British and foreign commercial interests and individuals in 


China; Chamber of Commerce reports of difficulties of foreign traders 
(1951) (Folder 7) 


Situation of British and foreign commercial interests and individuals in 
China; Chamber of Commerce reports of difficulties of foreign traders 
(1951) (Folder 8) 

Situation of British and foreign commercial interests and individuals in 
China; Chamber of Commerce reports of difficulties of foreign traders 
(1951) (Folder 9) 

Reports on the Chinese economy; details of industrial and economic 
reconstruction and relevant State legislation (1951) 

Reports on economic conditions in Formosa during 1951; reports on 
camphor and pineapple industries in particular (1951) 


Report on Shanghai's industrial position in November 1950; report about 


conditions in factories and mines in Manchuria (1951) 
Chinese foreign exchange control; ban in Hong Kong of sale of Chinese 
bonds; reports on Chinese currency policy (1951) 

Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 1) 


Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 


_ either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 


Strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 


embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 2) 
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REEL 75 


FO 371/92274 


FO 371/92275 


FO 3/71/92276 


FO 3/1/92277 


FO 371/92278 


FO 371/92279 


FO 371/92280 


REEL 76 


FO 3/1/92281 


FO 371/92282 


FO 371/92283 


Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 3) 

Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
Strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 4) 

Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
Strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (19951) 
(Folder 5) 

Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
Strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 6) 

Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
Strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 7) 

Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
Strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 8) 

Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
Strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 


embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 9) 


Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 


(Folder 10) 


Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 11) 


Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 


1] 


FO 3/71/92284 


FO 3/71/92285 


FO 371/92286 


FO 3/1/92287 


FO 3/1/92288 
FO 371/92289 


FO 371/92290 
FO 371/92291 
FO 3/1/92292 
FO 371/92293 


REEL 77 
FO 371/92294 


FO 371/92295 
FO 371/92296 
FO 371/92297 


FO 371/92298 
FO 371/92299 


FO 371/92300 


FO 371/92301 


either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
Strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 12) 

Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 13) 

Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
Strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 14) 

Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
Strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 


(Folder 15) 


Economic sanctions against China; US embargo on exports to China 
either direct or through Hong Kong; determination of lists of prohibited 
Strategic materials for export to China; measures to enforce the 
embargo; control of exports from Hong Kong to Formosa (1951) 
(Folder 16) 

Reports on Hong Kong trade with Chinese Communists (1951) 
Chinese trade agreement with Czechoslovakia following visit of Czech 
trade delegation to Peking (1951) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Sino-Hungarian Trade Agreement June 1951 (1951) 

Comments on proposal for channelling Sino-Japanese trade through 
Hong Kong (1951) 


Sino-Soviet trade agreement and signing of two protocols providing for 
increased trade (1951) 


Chinese takeover of American companies; control of US citizens’ assets 
in China; economic assistance by ECA to Formosa (1951) 

Sino-Polish trade agreements (1951) 

Rumours of Sino-Burmese trade agreement (1951) 

Question of tax on foreign-owned property; imposition of agricultural 
land tax; imposition of fines for non-payment of taxes; taxes on Chinese 
nationals resident in British territory (1951) (Folder 1) 

Question of tax on foreign-owned property; imposition of agricultural — 
land tax; imposition of fines for non-payment of taxes; taxes on Chinese 
nationals resident in British territory (1951) (Folder 2) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Information about Chinese Nationalist military strength in Formosa 
(Taiwan); report on US military activity in Taiwan (1951) 

Soviet assistance to the Chinese Army (1951) 
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FO 371/92302 
FO 371/92303 
FO 3/1/92304 


FO 371/92305 
FO 371/92306 


FO 3/71/92307 
FO 371/92308 


FO 3/1/92309 
FO 3/71/92310 
FO 371/92311 
FO 371/92312 
FO 3/1/92313 
FO 371/92314 
FO 3/1/92315 
FO 371/92316 
FO 3/1/9231/ 


FO 3/71/92318 


REEL 78 
FO 3/1/92319 


FO 371/92320 
FO 371/92321 
FO 371/92322 


FO 371/92323 


FO 371/92324 


An analysis of the quality of the Chinese Communist Army and 


Air Force (1951) 

Reports on Chinese Communist Air Force; reports of increased activity 
of jet aircraft around Peking; Russian instructors in Tientsin (1951) 
Report of a forced landing of a Royal Australian Air Force transport 
aircraft at Tainan in Formosa (1991) 

Prohibition of night navigation near Tsingtao (1951) 

Reports on agriculture and forestry in China; agrarian revolution and 
land reform; reports on drought in some provinces; threat of pests and 
floods in North China (1951) ' 

Production of tobacco in China (1951) 

Reports on cotton industry and China's cotton supplies; Government 
closure of mills for six months because of shortage of raw cotton (1951) 
Restrictions on sale of ships to the Chinese (1951) (Folder 1) 
Restrictions on sale of ships to the Chinese (1951) (Folder 2) 
Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Report of operation of a Hong Kong-Macao-Canton shipping service by 
the Ming Sung Company of Hong Kong (1951) 

Conditions of employment of Chinese seamen on British ships; 


Communist propaganda amongst British seamen in ports (1951) 
(Folder 1) 


Conditions of.employment of Chinese seamen on British ships: 
Communist propaganda amongst British seamen in ports (1951) 
(Folder 2) : 

Discussions with the Chinese Government about upkeep of the former 
Chinese Embassy at Portland Place, London; responsibility assumed by 
the Bank of China in London on behalf of the Chinese Government 
(1951) (Folder 1) 

Discussions with the Chinese Government about upkeep of the former 
Chinese Embassy at Portland Place, London; responsibility assumed by 
the Bank of China in London on behalf of the Chinese Government 
(1951) (Folder 2) 

Discussions with the Chinese Government about upkeep of the former 
Chinese Embassy at Portland Place, London; responsibility assumed by 
the Bank of China in London on behalf of the Chinese Government 
(1951) (Folder 3) 

Protests by foreign missions and consulates at take-over of their 
properties by the Chinese Government: HMG's renunciation of title to 
some property in Tientsin (1951) (Folder 1) 

Protests by foreign missions and consulates at take-over of their 
properties by the Chinese Government; HMG's renunciation of title to 
some property in Tientsin (1951) (Folder 2) 
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FO 371/92325 
FO 371/92326 


FO 3/1/9232/ 


FO 3/1/92328 


FO 371/92329 


FO 371/92330 


REEL 79 
FO 371/92331 


FO 3/1/92332 
FO 371/92333 


FO 371/92334 


FO 3/71/92335 
FO 371/92336 


FO 3/1/92337 


FO 371/92338- 


FO 3/71/92339 


FO 3/71/92340 


FO 371/92341 
FO 371/92342 


REEL 80 

FO 371/92343 
FO 371/92344 
FO 371/92345 


FO 371/92346 


Various reports on land reform and its effects; establishment of rural © 
class status; agrarian reform in South West China (1951) 
Parliamentary Question (PQ) about Chinese reply to British 
Government's claims arising from the shelling of HMS Amethyst (1951) 
Press report on democratisation of management of the North East Oil 
Refinery; alleged discovery of rich oil deposits in North West China 
(1951) 

Temporary mining regulations issued by the Chinese People's 
Government: possible effects on foreign interests (1951) 


- Displaced Jews in Shanghai; possible expulsion of those not integrated 


in the new economic system (1951) 
Situation of foreign nationals in China; difficulties in obtaining exit visas; | 
arrests, persecutions and expulsions of missionaries (1951) (Folder 1) 


Situation of foreign nationals in China; difficulties in obtaining exit visas: 
arrests, persecutions and expulsions of missionaries (1951) (Folder 2) 
Situation of foreign nationals in China; difficulties in obtaining exit visas: 
arrests, persecutions and expulsions of missionaries (1951) (Folder 3) 
Situation of foreign nationals in China; difficulties in obtaining exit visas: 
arrests, persecutions and expulsions of missionaries (1951) (Folder 4) 
Arrangements for evacuation of foreign nationals from China; advice to 
British subjects; consideration of problem of evacuation of large. 
numbers of British subjects from Shanghai (1951) 

Arrests of foreign nationals; statistics of non-British nationals under 
arrest (1951) 

Statistics concerning British, Commonwealth and US citizens in China: 
individual requests for information on whereabouts of relatives (1951) 
Request for information on whereabouts of former Chinese Ambassador 
to Great Britain Dr Cheng Tien-His (1951) 

Registration certificates for foreigners in China; refusal to renew validity 
(1951) | 

Request by US citizens in Shanghai for text of president Truman's 
proclamation on Thanksgiving Day 22 November 1951 (1951) 

Empire Day address by British Consul-General at the Shanghai Club on 
24 May 1951; attempt at escape from Shanghai by National City Bank 
manager, a British subject: minutes of Fifteenth Annual General Meeting 
of the British Residents Association of China a (1951) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Introduction of Michael Lindsay to the UK High Commissioner in 
Canberra, as an expert on Chinese affairs from pre-war days onwards, 
on his appointment to the Australian National University (1951) 


The judicial system in China (1951) 
Retained by department under Section 3(4) 


Lack of information about arrest of a Wang Yin-Tai, presumably charged 
with subversion (1951) 


Reformation of criminals by establishment of a "new life" farm by the 
Tientsin Government (1951) 


14 


FO 371/92347 


FO 3/1/92348 


FO 371/92349 


FO 371/92350 


FO 3/1/92351 


FO 3/1/92352 


FO 371/92353 


FO 371/92354 
FO 371/92355 
FO 371/92356 
FO 371/92357 


FO 371/92358 


FO 3/1/92359. 


FO 371/92360 
FO 371/92361 


REEL 81 
FO 371/92362 


FO 371/92363 
FO 371/92364 
FO 371/92365 
FO 371/92366 
FO 371/92367 
— FO 371/92368 


FO 371/92369 


FO 371/92370 


Detention of Formosan prisoners- “Of- war on Manus Island and in Malaya 
(1951) 

Attack on the North China press by a writer Wang Ting- ‘K'un in the 
official Communist Party organ People's Daily for “insufficient 

ideology” (1951) 

Difficulties of the newspaper North China Daily News, resulting in 
liquidation (1951) 

Distribution of Chinese newspapers and periodicals; reprinting of Mao's 
essays in the People's Daily, copies of recent Communist literature 
(1951) 

Question of closure of the New China News Agency in Hong Kong 
(1951) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 


_Newspaper extract condemning extravagance of the waist drum bands 


in Chungking (1951) 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) | 
Arrest of twenty-one persons in Tientsin on allegations of spying (1951) 
Provisional regulations governing the preservation of State secrets 


(1951) | 
Apprenticeships and studentships for Chinese in the UK (1951) 


Requests by British United Aid to China for permission to export Leyland 
truck spares to China and for advice about proposing continuation of 
scholarships for Chinese students in the UK (1951) | 

Chinese Red Cross medical teams for Korea (1951) 


_ Chinese take-over of foreign schools and universities; claims by 


dismissed teachers; scholastic reforms introduced; encouragement of 
orders for British chemical apparatus for Yenching University (1951) 


Request for advice about appealing for funds in aid of Christian 
universities in China (1951). 

Decision to close the Sino-Britisn Cultural Association in Shanghai 
(1951) 


Restrictions on export of certain valuable cultural objects from China 
(1951) 

Raising of standards of scientific and technical education in China 
(1951) 

Treatment of missionaries in China; hostile articles in the press (1951) 
Financial difficulties of Holy Trinity Cathedral in Shanghai: inability to 
meet tax demands (1951) 

Attitude of Chinese Government to Christian churches; attempt to sever 
Catholic church from Rome; propaganda to break connection of 
Protestant churches with missionaries (1951) 

Various papers on the attitude of Chinese Communists to alaion in the 
post-war period; dissolution of the Roman Catholic “Legion of 

Mary" (1951) 

Peking municipal government provisional measures for control of 
monasteries and temples (1951) 
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FO 3/71/92371 
FO 3/71/92372 


FO 3/1/923/3 


REEL 82 
FO 371/92374 


FO 3/1/9237/5 


FO 371/92376 


FO 3/1/923/7/ 
FO 371/92378 


FO 371/92379 


FO 3/71/92380 


FO-371/92381 


REEL 83 
FO 371/92382 


FO 371/92383 


FO 371/92384 


FO 371/92385 


Allegations of British persecutions of overseas Chinese in Malaya and 
Hong Kong; regulations concerning overseas Chinese entering and 
leaving China; repatriation of Chinese from Malaya (1951) (Folder 1) 
Allegations of British persecutions of overseas Chinese in Malaya and 
Hong Kong; regulations concerning overseas Chinese entering and 
leaving China; repatriation of Chinese from Malaya (1951) (Folder 2) 
Allegations of British persecutions of overseas Chinese in Malaya and 
Hong Kong; regulations concerning overseas Chinese entering and 
leaving China; repatriation of Chinese from Malaya (1951) (Folder 3) 


Allegations of British persecutions of overseas Chinese in Malaya and 
Hong Kong; regulations concerning overseas Chinese entering and 
leaving China; repatriation of Chinese from Malaya (1951) (Folder 4) 
Policy of Central People's Government towards peoples of non-Chinese 
culture resident within boundaries of the Chinese People's Republic 
(CPR) (1951) 

Recruitment of Chinese in Hong Kong for service in Korea; report about 
the UN recruiting office in Hong Kong (1951) 


Translation of the Marriage Law of the CPR (1951) 


Expulsion of G. Fox-Holmes, Consul-General at Tihwa for alleged 
criminal acts; accusation against Mitchell, Consul-General at 
Chungking; representations about bad treatment of Britisn Consul- 
General at Tsingtao: question of freedom of movement of HM Charge 
(1951) (Folder 1) 

Expulsion of G. Fox-Holmes, Consul-General at Tinwa for alleged 
criminal acts; accusation against Mitchell, Consul-General at 
Chungking; representations about bad treatment of British Consul- 
General at Tsingtao; question of freedom of movement of HM Charge 
(1951) (Folder 2) 
Expulsion of G. Fox-Holmes, Consul-General at Tihwa for alleged 
criminal acts; accusation against Mitchell, Consul-General at 
Chungking; representations about bad treatment of British Consul- 
General at Tsingtao; question of freedom of movement of HM Charge 
(1951) (Folder 3) | 
Expulsion of G. Fox-Holmes, Consul-General at Tihwa for alleged 
criminal acts; accusation against Mitchell, Consul-General at 
Chungking; representations about bad treatment of British Consul- 


General at Tsingtao; question of freedom of movement of HM Charge 
(1951) (Folder 4) 


Appointments of Chinese diplomatic and consular representatives in 
various countries (1951) 


Relations between foreign missions in Peking and the Central People's 
Government (1951) (Folder 1) 


Relations between foreign missions in Peking and the Central People's 
Government (1951) (Folder 2) 


Activities of foreign missions in Hong Kong; pressure by US Consulate- 
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FO 371/92386 
FO 371/92387 
FO 371/92388 
FO 371/92389 


FO 371/92390 


FO 3/71/92391 


FO 3/1/92392 


FO 371/92393 


FO 371/92394 


FO Sf 1792599 


General on British firms to discourage trading with Communist China; 
increase in staff of US Consulate-General in Hong Kong (1951) 
Question of Chinese Nationalist representation in Germany; change of 
Nationalist ambassadors in Korea (1951) 

Appointment of new Korean ambassador in Formosa (1951) 

Take-over of interests and funds of Egyptian mission in Nanking by 

HM Consul-General (1951) 

Reports from British missions about celebration of Chinese Republic 
National Day on 6 October: report of Chinese Nationalist counter- 
demonstration in Bangkok (1951) 

Translation problems in the British Embassy Peking; satisfaction at 
report of China Bureau's establishment of a translation section to relieve 
pressure (1951) 

Labour regulations and affairs; review by Labour Attache at Peking 
(1951) (Folder 1) 

Labour regulations and affairs; review by Labour Attache at Peking 
(1951) (Folder 2) 

Chinese union protest against indictment of seven. dockers' strike 
leaders by a British court (1951) 

Request to HM Charge d’Affaires to provide an office and meeting place 
for a "labour union of Chinese workers for British nationals": payment of 
Chinese chauffeur in accordance with Chinese labour law (1951) 

Indian proposal for Chinese representative at a non-official conference 
of social work in Madras to be held in December 1952 (1951) 


FO 371/92374 


Allegations of British persecutions of 


overseas Chinese in Malaya and Hong 
Kong 


(1951) 


(Folder 4) 


BM ME 
ae ro 
Ss a 
> 


rz) 


we 
ay, 


wY 


8 AY, RZ i os 


a 
5 
* 
; 
be 
74 
4 
4 
: + 


Nig 4 nes * 
ed er seat ope 3 


Se pty aes GER VLE REELS AE SE: Ys, 


1954 


FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT 


[O, Pasa : 


} 


No. 
Dated Cc \4 \ 


Received in 


Registry— = | | 4 


CHINA 3 


| a (S21 106 


References 


(Action 


J st 


4 


a 


10, DOWNING STREET, S.W.1 


PRIVATE SECRETARY 
an o f 


The attached communication addressed to the 
Prime Minister is transmitted to you to be dealt 
with in whatever manner is considered appropriate 
by the Department concerned. -It_refers—ta 


No acknowledgment has been sent from here. 


n acknowledgment has been sent from 
ere, adding e€ communication has been 
orwarded to your De . 


. A copy of the acknowledgment w 
been sent from here is attached. 
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PROTESTATION DU SYNDICAT DE L'S@DUCATION NATIONALE DU TARN 
 (Prance), auprés de 


MM. ATTLEE & GRANTHAM? Premier Ministre Britannique % Gou- 
verneur Général de HONG-KONG 


ak fi 


Le S.E.N.T.- 0.6.7. éléve une protestation indignée 
contre ls fermeture du Collége du Sud de la Chine de HONG- 
KONG, décision prise & l'enecontre du droit & #1'éducation 


nationale dont doit jouir le peuple chinois 4 1'égal des 
autres, 


Les enseignants du Tarn, quels qu'ils soient, 
jugent avee sévérité cet acte, de nature impérialiste, et 
se refusent s eroire qu'un Gouvernement qu'ils ont cru ac- 
guis aux principes démoerstiques puisse maintenir une telle 
mesure. 


res, le 20 mai 1951 
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10, DOWNING STREET, S.W.1 


PRIVATE SECRETARY 


The attached communication addressed to the 
Prime Minister is transmitted to you to be dealt 
with in whatever manner is considered appropriate 
by the Department concerned refers to 
previous correspondence-whtich was forwarded to 
WEG C6 ois ccs ieee lo ees 


1. No acknowledgment has been sent from here. 


2. A plain acknowledg 
here, adding that communication has 
forwarded to r Department. 


—, 


ate, 
3. A copy of the Owledgment which has 
been sent from is attached. 


” 


ee 
kEVOLUGONI cbaduke HNUTE 
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ADRESA ODESILATELE : 
SVAZ ZAMESTNANCU SKOLSTVI A OSVETY, PRAHA |, DLOUHA TA. ¢, 2 


| 


Mr-Cc. Attlee 
HM. s Government's Pr.Minister 
London 


—— --- 


(Uvedte v odpovédi) PRAHA I, 
Vate znatky Vai dopisz . N&s dopis z Nase znatky DLOUHA TR. C.2 


Prague, May 18th, 1951 


K 244. 


Your Excellency, 


The Czechoslovak Union of Teachers received with feelings of deep 
indignation the news that the British educational authorities at 
Hong-Kong have given orders to close the South China College of 
Hong-Kong. : ) 


The Czechoslovak Union of Teachers condemns resolutely in the na- 
me of its 100, 000 members this deed which means not only a gross 
violation of the fundamental civil rights of the Chinese population 
of that town, but which is simultaneusly an act of hostility to 

the great Chinese people. 


We are convinced, Your Excellency, thet you will do everything 
to revoke this order of the British educational authorities of 
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The attached communication addressed to the 
Prime Minister is transmitted to you to be dealt 
with in whatever manner is considered appropriate 
by the Department concerned, refers to 
previous correspondence _wifich was forwarded to 
WOU sic iessieess tris unsere Be 


No acknowledgment has been sent from here. 


2. A plain acknowledgme been sent 
here, adding that ommunication has n 
forwarded to yout Department. 


3. A copy of the owledgment which has 
been sent from is attached. 
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CR BUCURESTI 579 126/125 26 8.45 =| 


ELT = MISTER CLEMENT ATTLEE PRIME MINISTER OF GREAT 
\ BRITAIN GOVERNMENT LONDON = 


THE STUDENTS SCHOOLMASTERS AND TEACHERS OF THE RUMANIAN 
PEOPLES! REPUBLIC HAVE LEARNT WITH DEEP INDIGNATION OF THE 
ARBITRARY DECISION OF THE EDUCATION BOARD OF HONG KONG = 
WHICH ORDERED THE CLOSING DOWN OF THE COLLEGE OF SOUTH 
CHINA OF HONG =/ ee 


, ~——_. 
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contin OVERSEAS TELEGRAM 


London, E.C.|. 
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KONG ATTEMPTING BY THIS AT THE ELEMENTARY RIGHT TO 
NATIONAL EDUCATION OF THE CHINESE POPULATION IN THE NAME 
OF 140000 MEMBERS OF THE TEACHERS TRADE UNION OF THE 
RUMANIAN PEOPLES REPUBLIC WE ARE ENERGETICALLY PROTESTING 


2 
+ AGAINST THIS ARBITRARY ACT AND WE DEMAND THE ANWULLING OF 


, DECISION REGARDING THE CLOSING = ~ 


~ 
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This form and, if possible, the envelope should accompany any written enquiry 


eae POST OFFICE 
cotsitecratone | OVERSEAS TELEGRAM 


London, E.C.I. 


a 
CR BUC 579 PAGE THREE P M LONDON "I[Jp- 


DOWN OF THE COLLEGE ON BEHALF OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 


THE UNION OF TEACHERS TRADE UNIONS OF THE RUMANIAN PEOPLES 


REPUBLIC CHAIRMAN M NANU + 


This form and, if possible, the envelope should accompany any written enquiry 
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Le Bureau de la F.E.N. 


Monsieur ATTLEE 
premier ministre britannique 


LONDRES 


Le Bureau de la Fadération de 1'EZducation Nationale 
at apprendre la fermeture du collége du Sud de la Chine | 
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Date 6 .£f ‘ 


29 Mai 1951 
Raf o/o 1 


NP C 


t 


Monsieur le Premier Ministre Britannique, 


Ayant connu la décision prise par le gouvernement 
anglais de fermer le collége de Hong Kong, la section 


de ltAube de la Fédération de l*fducation Nationale 


v 


C.G.T. s'tassocie 4 la protestation de ce collége, 

Blle considére en effet cette mesure, prise sans 
aucun argument juridique, cOmme une atteinte au droit 
& l'éducation du peuple chinois, c'est pourquoi elle a 


décidé atappuyer les membres de l'enseignement de l 


République chinoise et de vous demander, Monsieur 1 


~ 


Premier Ministre, de bien vouloir rapporter cette 


* 


adécision, 


* c ‘ é 
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Letter to the Prime Minister, dated 20th June 1951 from 
~—:° Confederation of Workers of Ecuador,of Quito, Ecuador. 


5 


Précis 


The writers protest against the closing of the Southern 
China College in Hong Kong by the Governor which they 
consider to be an arbitary and imperialistic action, They 
ask for guarantees that the College will be reopened and 
Will continue to operate to the good of Chinese cuiture,. 
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CONFEDERACION /DE TRABAJADORES DEL ECUADOR 
| AG. Tey he ale 
AFILIADA A LA CONFEDERACION DE TRABAJADORES DE AMERICA LATINA (C.T.A.L.) 


* f 
its t > 


¥ ALA FEDERACION SINDICAL MUNDIAL (F. S. M.) 
QUITO+>- ECUADOR CASA DEL OBRERO MANABI N° 267 


465/AV 


Quito Junio 20 de 1 


rimer Winistro -de 


de la @lausura del: COLEGIO DEL SUR DE CHINA 
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Enclosure to Ganton P/L despateh S/O 15 (10/1701/51) of 28.5.5i 
to Far astern Dept., Foreign office. 


Translation. 


(Special) Canton. The 6th batch of returned overseas refugees 
from Malaya, who have recently arrived at Canton, held on May 18 
an accusation meeting against British imperialist persecution. 


Hsieh Fha-yung, a female rubber plantation worker, accused 
with tears: "My husband was an honest man, but he was wronged 
and hanged without any justification by the British imperialists. 
I was not allowed to see him even at the time of his death. The 
British imperialists also burned my house and deported me and my 
. eee from Malaya. I have to avenge the sad death of my 

usband 


A youth, Chen Yung-liang, stated angrily how he was subjected 
to various kinds of inhuman tortures. He said: "I was arrested 
by the running-dogs of the British imperialists on account of my 
being a messenger of the Malayan communists. After taking me to 
the police station, the detectives stripped me of all my clothes 
and said to me: ‘Your body is not made of steel. Now speak and 
be quick!’ When 1 simply replied that I knew nothing, their 


fists rained upon my head and body. In the evening they again 


forced me to take off my clothes, shut me in a bathroom and poured 
water on me with a hose for several hours. They then dried me 
with an electric fan. This process was repeated again and again 
until 1 was stiffened with cold. Afterwards I was tortued with 
all sorts of cruel methods, such as forcing sharp bamboo sticks 
into my finger tips eeccesen”™ . 


Another refugee Cheng Chun-yung, bitterly exposed the 
atrécious acts of the imperialists and the undaunted spirit of 
the persecuted Chinese. He said: “After my arrest I was shut in 

an iron cage, and for 3 days I was not allowed to eat a single 
mouthful of rice nor drink a drop of water. The of hunger 
was so great that I had to drink my own urine. I fainted away 
at last. Then the British imperialists tied one finger of each 
of my hands and one toe of each of my feet with a rope and. pulled 
me up by means of a pulley, and then let me fall heavily on when 
hard floor by letting go the end of rope which they held. 
all their attempts to exact a confession from me failed, th ney tung 


me into the iron cage again where I remained for some 5 mon 


wefore being taken to a concentration camp. In May last year, 
a Kuomintang reactionary, Huang Shu Fen came to our camp to make 
poisonous anti-communist propaganda before the prisoners. 7 were 
so angry that we surrounded and beat him. in order to 

ress this riot the British imperialists opened fire on he 
prisoners, killing 3 and inj woine 50. Later, British mc ay 
police surrounded the the: o re wit 


rifle butts and clubs and 


the score 

afternoon. ey 

this riot and sent me back oj 
inserted 2% inch pins under my 
with fire. ig shut me in a 4d 
tea every 4 The imperialists not 
deported me at also razed os Paty 
my mother and young brother in the concentration ome. 
countrymen, we must unite and take vengeance! * 
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Parliamentary Questi 


: jor Niall Macpherson,—To ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies, how many 
- ic inde who its table to call-up have left Malaya since the system of conscription came 
into force; and how many of these received prior permission to do so and were given 


N ft .() > re-entry permits. [Wednesday 13th June.) 


£0, ARE NOT ASKED TO ADVISE. 


ANSWERED 13 yun 195) | 


REPLY ATTACHED. 


8. Mr. Niall Macpherson asked the Sec- 
retary of State for the Colonies how many 
Chinese liable to call-up have left Malaya 
since the system of conscription came into 
force; and how many of these received 
prior permission to do so and were given 
re-entry permits. 


Mr. J. Griffiths: The information re- 
quested in the first part of the Question is 
not available, but several thousand 
Chinese in these age groups liable to call- 
up applied for “ certificates of admission ” 
during the first quarter of this year. Until 


last year, “certificates of admission,” 
which cannot be refused by law, were the 
only authority required by aliens resident 
in Malaya to re-enter the country, but 
visas are now required in addition. No 
permission is required to leave Malaya, 
but no re-entry visas have been or will be 
granted to persons leaving to avoid 
call-up. 


Mr. Macpherson : Is it not a little diffi- 
cult to judge in advance whether some- 
body is leaving Malaya with the object of 
avoiding the call-up? Will the right hon. 
Gentleman consider, in conjunction with 
the High Commissioner and the Governor 
of Singapore, the possibility of instituting 
some such system as this, in view of the 
length of time which very often elapses 
before re-entry permission can be 
obtained? 


Mr. Griffiths: I do not think it will 
be too difficult to judge what is the reason 
for leaving Malaya. There is, so far as 
I imagine, no difficulty about a person 
who wants to leave giving the reasons why 
he is leaving. If he gives no reason, then. 
I think it is a fair assumption that he is 
leaving to avoid the call-up. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher (0.T.P. 
FROM FEDERATION OF MALAYA. (Sir H. Gurney) 


D. 2ist June, 1951. ce 
Ro 21st : 33 17.30 hrs. ; peng an a 


* “ 
* 
- 


ae Z ; 


i; 
N0o555 Secret -. 


Addressed S.of 5S. | 
Repeated Commissioner General for U.K. in South East 


Asia - by bag No.185,. 
. Governor Hong Kong. 


My telegram No. 4l. 6 Cerear 10+ 


51 detainees and 398 dependents were embarked on board 
Me NMoMUI HOCK at Port Swettenham on 20th June. Vessel left the 
Bame day on direct voyage to Canton. 


Zo Ngow Hock Company, Bangkok has, with effect from 18th June, 
chartered another Norwegian vessel M.V.DAVIKEN which is expected 
at Port Swettenham on or about 29th June to embark about 800 
repatriates for direct voyage to Canton or Whampoa. 


; be It is hoped that MUI HOCK and DAVIKEN will continue to 
undertake repatriation voyages i.9., that they will return to 
Port Swettenham to embark further repatriates about (? 18) days 
after their dates of departure from Port Swettenham. 


Copies sent to:=- 


Foreign Office - Mr.J-Do.Murray 
Ss " «= MredJeO.Lloyd 


Ministry of Defence - Lt.Col.Heeld 
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INWARD TELEGRAM. 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 


CYPHER O.T.P. 


D. 28th June,1951. 
R, 28th " tt 42,30 hrs. 


No.563. Secret. 
Addressed: Secretary of State, 


Repeated:. Commissioner General for U.K. in 
S.E. Asia (by bag) No,194.-. 
Governor of Hong Kong No.43A. 


My telegram No.555. (Ev¥Q \we | 


The M.V. DAVIKSK, which should have been 
delivered on charter to. Ngow Hock Company at 
Hong Kong on 18th June, is reported to have been 
detained by the authorities at Tsingtao. | 


2e The Wah Seng Shipping Company, as agents for 
Ngow Hock Company, nevertheless states that. DAVIKEN 
will be available to carry Chinese repatriates from 
Malaya as soon as the Company can obtain delivery 
of the vessel in accordance with the charter. 
arrangements made with the owners, | 


Copies sent to:- | : : 
Foreign Office - Mr, J.D. Murray 
: " ae " : Mr, JeOo. Lloyd, 
Ministry of Defence . Lt.Col,Heald, 
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FROM FEDERATION OF MALAYA (Sir Hy ” Gurney 


D. Hae vuly, 1951+ 
Re . 16,45 brs. 


No. 578 Secret. 


Addressed to S, of S, | 
Repeated ™“ Commissioner General South East Asia 


a OF bag No. 199% 
m * Governor Hong Kone, 


My telegram No. 563, — f° iG av\ th 


MV, ‘DAVIKEN is now expe ected to arrive at Port 
Swettenham on or about 2hth July to embark up to 700 
repatriates for China, eve a lio 


a MV, “MUI HOOK™ ( see my telegram No. 5, 
reported to have disembarked passengers at Cantof 

27th June without incident, and is due back at Port 
Swettenham on the 12th July to carry a further shipment of 


up to 85@ repatriates, 


Copies sent tor- 
Foreign Office | Mr. J.D, Murray 

¥ ais A - Mr, Jd»0. Lloyd 
Ministry of Defence - Lt, Col, Heald, 
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: It was unwise to have said anything likely to 
ruffle the Overseas Chinese whose support aad publicity 
aims i capture, So 


On the other hand it is an unhappy truth that like 
the Volksdeutsche the Overseas Chinese are a potential 


Fifth Column. The overwhelming majority are undoubtedly 
law abiding and wrapped up in their businesses and 
professions. There is a certain pride of race which is 
likely to result in the Overseas Chinese being influenced 


| by the successes of the Chinese People's Government. 


In any case it is not illions of inert Overseas Chinese 
who constitute the danger but the small number of 
Communist trained agents and organisers working behind 
the scenes. The plain fact is that if the Chinese 
Communists were to switch to open activity in South 
East Asia the Overseas Chinese would become a serious 
danger to the defence of the area, But it was Rewmhers 
certainly unwise of Mr. Rusk to have made them feel 

that they are looked upon with suspicion and distrust. 


uzzard ) ap 


46th duly, 1951.6 


e by Dato Tan 
Dean Rusk, 
for far Rastern 


With Compliments from 
TAN CHENG LOCK. 


| se reading the views of 

96, FIRST CROSS STREET, of State of Represen- 

MALACCA, MALAYA. ae they are looked upon 

ks they happen to be Chinese 
and are supposed to be subjected to pressure from China to km 
becone traitors to the respective countries where they are 
domiciled. Distrust breeds distrust. And the attitude of 
the United States Government and its people may conceivably 
do positive harn to the cause of Western democracy in the 
countries of South East Asia which these 10,000,000 Overseas 
Chinese inhabit. Many of then nust strongly resent the 
statement of Mr, Rusk that they constitute a potential fifth 
column endangering the position of South East Asia vis-a-vis 
the menace of nilitant Comnunisn. 


"Even psychologically the effect of such unjustifiable 
suspicion and distrust of these 10,000,000 Overseas Chinese 
might well prove to be disastrous in the end in helping to 
bring about among them a hostile attitude towards Western 
denocracy by tending to compel then to turn their eyes towards 
Communist China for protection, especially if such suspicion 
and distrust of them should induce the Governnents in the 
countries of South East Asia to adopt an anti-Chinese policy 
in their respective territories. 


"ltr, Rusk alleges that although the econonic interests of 
the Overseas Chinese in South East Asia would appear to be — 
counter to Communisn, they are soft and are a source of weak- 
ness in the effort to combat Communisn in this part of the 
World owing to their strong nationlistic and racial feeling. 


"This is not substantially the truth, as the vast najority 
of the Overseas Chinese are not interested in politics and are 
solely concerned with earning their livelihood, They have 
proved to be on the whole excellent, peace~loving, loyal and 
law-abiding citizens, respecting the rights of the other ' 
nationalities wherever they have settled down in the Pacific, 
though their economic efficiency and relative prosperity 
resulting solely from their indefatigueable industry, thrift 
and business acumen have generated some feeling of jealousy 
and resentment amongst other peoples against then which has 
showed itself in anti-Chinese sentinent,. 


"10,000, 000 Overseas Chinese outside China in South Kast 
Asia should be well treated and not discrininated against, 
They should be encouraged to throw in their lot with the peoples 
of the respective territories in which they have settled down, 
so that they may become a living proof to the Chinese in 
Communist China of the superiority of free enterprise social 
order and the western democratic way of life and a standing 
object lesson to them denonstrating the evils of tyrannical 
communist rhle in the countries within the Soviet orbit so 
destructive of human dignity and liberty. Only in this way can 
Cormunisn be defeated ee a 


Full text of a statement made by Dato Tan 
Cheng Lock on the views of Ifr, Dean Rusk, 
U.S.A. Asst. Secretary of State for far Eastern 
Affairs in the House of Representatives on . 
Overseas Chinese in South Eastern Asia in May, 
1951, which appears in substance in the 
Singapore Standard of 16th May, 1951. 


"The 10,000,000 Overseas Chinese reading the views of 
Mr, Dean Rusk, U.S.A. Asst. Secretary of State of Represen- 
tatives on May L5th, must feel that they are looked upon > 
with suspicion and distrust because they happen to be Chinese 
and are supposed to be subjected to pressure from China to im 
becone traitors to the respective countries where they are 
domiciled. Distrust breeds distrust. And the attitude of 
the United States Government and its people may conceivably 
do positive harn to the ‘cause of Western denocracy in the 
countries of South East Asia which these 10,000,000 Overseas 
Chinese inhabit. Many of them must strongly resent the 
statement of Mr. Rusk that they constitute a potential fifth 
column endangering the position of South East jAsia vis-a-vis 
the menace of nilitant Connunisn., 


"Even psychologically the effect of such unjustifiable 
suspicion and distrust of these 10,000,000 Overseas Chinese 
might well prove to be disastrous in the end in helping to 
bring about among them a hostile attitude towards Western 
democracy by tending to compel then to turn their eyes towards 
Communist China for protection, especially if such suspicion 
and distrust of them should induce the Governnents in the ~ 
countries of South East Asia to adopt an anti-Chinese eeret 
in their respective territories. 


"ltr. Rusk alleges that although the econonic interests of 
the Overseas Chinese in South East Asia would appear to be — 
counter to Communisn, they are soft and are a source of weak- 
ness in the effort to combat Communisn in this part of the 
World owing to their strong nationlistic and racial feeling. 


"(This is not substantially the truth, as the vast najority 
of the Overseas Chinese are not interested in politics and are 
solely concerned with earning their livelihood, They have 
proved to be on the whole excellent, peace-loving, loyal and 
law-abiding citizens, respecting the rights of the other ; 
nationalities wherever they have settled down in the Pacific, 
though their economic efficiency and relative prosperity 
resulting solely from their indefatigueable industry, thrift 
and business acumen have generated sone feeling of jealousy 
and resentment amongst other peoples against then which has 
showed itself in anti-Chinese sentinent. 


"10,000, 000 Overseas Chinese outside China in South East. 
Asia should be well treated and not discrininated against. 
They should be encouraged to throw in their lot with the peoples 
of the respective territories in which they have settled down, 
so that they may become a living proof to the Chinese in 
Communist China of the superiority of free enterprise social 
order and the western democratic way of life and a standing 
object lesson to them denonstrating the evils of tyrannical 
communist rile in the countries within the Soviet orbit so 
destructive of human dignity and liberty. in this way San 
Connunisn be defeated and Russian Typerae see sonkets 
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"These 10,000,000 Overseas Chinese who live in close 
proxinity to the land of their origin and who inevitably 
will maintain contact with those in China with its 2,000 
miles of open coast line bordering on the Pacific Ocean 
could make the imposition of an irmenetrable iron curtain 
sinilar to its Russian prototype a physical impossibility. 


"The best way to rally these 10,000,000 Overseas Chinese 
in South East Asia to the side of Western democracy is to 
trust then and offer then a just, equal and generous treatnent, 
thereby enabling then to identify themselves ‘completely with 
the interests of the countries which they have made their - . 
pernanent hones and to which they owe an undivided lovalty. 


"The basic truth of the vulnerability of the Communist 
Empire should be Brought home not only to the Overseas Chinese 
but also to the other inhabitants of South Rast Asia by 
systematic and persistent actiqn to convince then of the 
econortic weaknesses, cultural deficiency expressed in the lack 
of skilled workers, technicians, engineers and so on and that 
the majority of the people within the Soviet Empire hate and 
fear their Cormunist masters who have turned it into a 
vast Soviet prison-society. 


"The Governnent of Malaya in particular should embark upon 
a systenatic campaign to tell the peoples of Malaya the truth 
about the inevitability of the coning defeat of Conmunisn both 
as a social ideal and in other respects, 


"What the world perhaps requires to-day is a new Free | 
Society which is planned, yet democratic and which constitutes 
a third way between reaction and revolution." 
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INWARD TELEGRAM. 


a TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 


Cypher O.T.P. 


FROM FEDERATION OF MALAYA (Sir H.Gurney) 


D. 16th July, 1951. 
R. l6th * " 23220 hrse 


No. 626. Secret, is ee I on 


Addressed §. of Ge 
Repeated Commissioner General No.207. 
by bage 


"  @overnor of Hong Kong. 


[lo 


My, telegram No. 5/8. (c | Bo! 


| fone detainees and 486 dependants embarked 
on M.V. MUI HOGK at Port Svetteniam lyth July. 
Vessel left same day on direct yoyage to Canton. 


2635 (Su: 


2 The Master of MsV. MUI HOCK said, during 
previous voyage from Port Swetteninem on 20th June, 


(1) three additional passengers were found to 
be on board. They were, however, disembarked 
at Canton, | 
(11) One infant died. 
(111) Qne man unsuccessfully attempted suicide. 
(iv) Leaders emerged and demanded money from the 
Master and officers alleging that all passengers 
were impoverished. The Master denated gH.K.20 and 
had no further srOounles 


Copies sent to:— 
Foreign office Mre J.D. Murray. 


7 Mr. Je 0. Lloyd. 
Ministry a Defence - Lit.Col. Heald. 
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FROM FEDERATION OF MALAYA (Sir H. Gurney) 
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No. S/O. 16 (11/17#1/51) (& 2 aaa 


@. Majesty’s Consul-Generalat Canton , 
presents his compliments to the Got ne BOT Ear Pee , 
and has the honour to transmit to aie the under-mentioned 
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Reference to previous correspondence: Ganton P/L despatch 
S/O No. 15 410/17-1/51) of 23/5/51 to the 


Far Kastern De Kea st O8 


Name and Date. Subject. . 


translated news Repatriation of Overe 
seas Uhinese from 


extract from Liven Ho lava. 


Pao, Canton date 
Copied to;= 


527.1951. 
Peking, Noe 75; 


Hongkong, No. 30; 


a 


Singapore, No. 10. 


- - 


Translati One 


(Special) Yhe 8th batch of returned overseas Chinese fron Malaya 
who arrived in Canton on June 28 yesterday, told the press the 
atrocities of british imperialists in Malaya. They said that | 

the British imperialists being repeatedly defeated by the Malayan 
People's Liberation Army, gave vent to thelr anger on the Chinese. 
They burned down many rural villages, arrested the villegers, 
including the women and children, and flung them into concentration 
camps. Many were taken to the political departments where they 
were subjected to all kinds of threats and tortures. 


Ko O-yao, a merchant in Kuala Lumpur, and his wife ‘a 
ii Hsueh-mei, were both arrested by the British troops for the 
reason that Malayan liberation troops were seen in the vicinity 
of their residence. Li Hsueh-mei was brutally beaten eight times 
until she vomited blood. She cut her throat in an attempt to 
kill herself, but she was saved and sent to a concentration camp. 
Ko O~yao, during his trial, was stripped of all clothes and 
forced to sit on a bloek of ice for eight hours, and his health 
was seriously affected as a result. 


Another woman, Huang Yu-mei, residing in Selangor, was 
arrested when the British immigration authorities found out that 
her husband-was a liberation soldier. The British police dise 
covered a copy of Nan Chiao Jih Pao and 4 pairs of old shoes in 
her room, and asserted that she must be a messenger of the Malayan 
communists. They threatened to shoot her if she did not teil 
the truth, and purposely fired two shots behind her back to scare 
her. On the day of her arrest she was taken to the political 
department at Ipoh where she was shut up for 7 days. On the 8th 
day she was taken into an empty room, and the detectives foreed 
water down her nose with a hose until she lost consciousness. For 

more than 40 days she was questioned again and again and was 
heavily beaten every day. One evening she was surrounded and 
beaten by over 10 detectives until she vomited blood. She was 
finally imprisoned in a camp. 


A 62 year-old woman, Liu Ching, was arrested because : 
her two sons hed joined the Malayan Liberation Army. She was. forced | 
to disclose the whereabouts of her sons. When she refused to do ‘ 
so, they hit her head with an iron rod and broke her fingers. 
During her imprisonment she was constantly beaten. Now her legs 
were so week that she could not walk without the help of others,» 


The notorious political department at Kuala Lumpur is 
a "Hell" to all overseas nese. Once you enter there, there 
hardly any hope for you to et out again alive. One of the 
revuinoss" Chiu Ching-po, disclosed that when he was a prisone) 
in a camp, he met a woman by the nee of Chen Juehsiang who wa 
one of the few survivors from this “hell”. She told him that : 
was arrested for tle reason that she was a member of the Ohina 
Democratic League. After being imprisoned for 4 or 5 months sh 
was taken to the ane i exact a confession from her ¢ ee 


ae “iy . 


a hstias. 2st aes we ce. 


British bandits tied 2 bricks, each weighing 7 or 8 catties, on 
her hair which had growm very long during her imprisonment, 

and then oom 3 ed her to jump to and from one bench to. 
another. — the was thrown into a dark cell for one 
week. Once ane was -_ allowed to sleep for 8 day 

she was put on trial. She had also been subject: “to other 
inhuman tortures, such as forcing pepper water down the nose, 
sitting on a block of ice for hours, ete. At present, she was 
still imprisoned in a concentration camp, seriously $11. 


Most of the returned refugees have been prisoners of the 
various concentration camps in Malaya, and they are deeply 
indignant with the cruelty of the British 


| (Iiten Ho Pao) 
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a ayan Detainees 


to China. 


2\r are 
Mr. Scott has asked for further 
information about the recent re tion of 
repatriation of detainees mentjoned in 
paragraph 10 of S.E.A.C.0.S. 4 attached. 


Ze Repatriation was resumed on the 22nd 
April, when 483 detainees and dependants were 
embarked on the Mui Nam (Malaya telegram 

No. 366 of the 23rd April, at FC 1821/89). 
These detainees were transhipped at Hong Kong 
for onward travel to Canton (Hong Kong 
telegram No. 49 of the 29th April, at 

FC 1821/98). 


by A further 770 detainees and dependants 
were embarked on the Mui Amm on the 19th May. 
It appears that, after the arrival of this 
shipment, the Canton authorities will not in 
future allow transhipment in Hong Kong, but 
insist that the same vessel shall convey the 
repatriags from Malaya through to Canton or 
Whampoa (Malaya telegram 441 of the 20th May, 
at FC 1821/162). There is no indication, 

so far as I know,of the reason for this move, 
but it seems reasonable to suppose that it is 
security precaution to avoid the possibility 
of the Hong Kong authorities adding 
intelligence agents to the shipment. 


ue No further information appears to have 
been received since the Malaya telegram fo. 4&4], 
referred to in the preceding paragraph. In 
view of the latest complication, the 

BDCC's hopes for the maintenance of repatria- 
tion at the rate of 850 per fortnight §10 of 
S.E.A.C.0.S. 213) may be on the optimistic 
side. | 


N anat 


20th June 1951. 
(N.C.C. Trench) 
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. 8/0. 17 (12/1791/51) (& 2 copies 


— @ Als Mapjesty’sConsul-General at Canton 
presents his compliments to oye Uhina & horea 


f. the foreign Ori 
and has the honour to transmit to the under-mentioned 
document& 


British.. COnNSULate-General, 
ci ROU ics 


| 14th. July... 1981 


Reference to previous correspondence: Canton P/L despatch 
S/O No. 16 (11/17+1/51) of 6.7.1951. 
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Name and Date. 
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Subject. 


Translated news Arrival of overseas 


Chinese students 


extract from Nan Fang/ from indonesia 


) | ‘| Via Singapore. 
Jih Pao, dated 11.7.5 


| 


Pn GRRE LIE TS 
ete a 


/ 


Copied to:= 
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Ruclosure to Canton P/L despateh No. 78 (12/27-1/52) of 
14.7 .1951 to ies wie BV Y. . mA BOL OS 
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Special) On July 9th, 298 overseas Chinese students 
from Indonesia arrived. at Canton by the 8.8, Shi ? 
Upon their arrival they were warmly greeted by the 
personnel of the Kwangtung Overseas Chinése Affairs 
Committee and the stevedores. The leader of this group 
of returned students stated that they had come beck to 
Ghina for the purpose of furthering their studies in the 
various schools and universities and that they were 
very grateful for the warmth and concern shown to them 
by the People’s Government and the workers. They also 
vowed that they would devote themselves to the tasks 
of construction and defence of their fatherland. 
disclosed that on their back when their steamer 


arrived at & tish colonial authorities 
seetone all the 


there had 4 third class passengers for 
| 84 hours without xy reasen and, as & remit, 
3 boy on _ boe , of suffocatio: 
mdignant wi tl the persecution policy of the 
British imperialists. — 
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Wit h wlie commlinents of’ 


sae T Oni 


Phoenix Park, 
SLNGAPORE, 


et mt et es 


25th July, 


Londons Pe Wete igh ee ee oh ea aa 
Sf EO eee Ee 
te 


oe: oo = Copy of letter omitting paragraphs 8 to 12, 


ae 


apyamateety OM 
aie pit) 
ne reas sat OG OEE » 


— 


July, 1951. 


Dear Kitson, K 
Thank you for your letter of 4th gay.” | 


20 There has been some evidence during the last month 
or so that = in China have been writing their relatives 
for remittances, though they were not formerly dependent on 
them, In Kuching applications for family remittances are 
made to me direct, I grant a "Certificate" that the bearer 
has satisfied me that he has a dependant in China and should 
be allowed to remit so mch 4 month, In point of fact I do 
not believe that one quarter of the remittances go through 
legitimate chamels, It is far too easy to remit money to 
firms in Singapore and Hong Kong. Mr. Lim Kong Gan (a close 
relative of the Chairman of the Singipore Remittance Shops 
Association) told me tht in Singapore where the "control" is 
exercised by the Banks themselves there is very little restrictim, 


3. Intercepted letters have hinted that yourg people should 
not return for education as they can quite well be educated over~ 
seas: and one Hakka from Sarawak stayed in his native village for 
twenty days only before returming once more to Sarawak, 


Le several teachers have left during the past couple of 
months for China, and they have been finariced by private sub- 
scriptions before departure, 


5e A Travel pass given by the Commnist authorities to a 
former "Chiang officer after his re-education in order to 
allow him to return to his native village, has been forwarded from 
me through the Special Branch to S,1.F.E, and should eventually 
reach you. Goverment is considering allowing the nominally re- 
educated person to enter Sarawak in the hopes that he may provide 
useful anti—Commnist propaganda, especially among the Hakkas, 


66 fhe wealthiest part of the Kuching comumity is Teochew 
and that, from other accounts, is an area which has received 
particularly bitter treatment at the hands of the Commnists, — 
Private conversation with one of the most outstanding Teochews in 
Kuching has show that the shopkeeper class is now fully aware of 
the brutalities of the new regime in China, 


le Somewhat to my surprise, a pet plan of mine to siart a 
Public Service Corps (to develop later into Auxiliary Police, Civil 
Defence units, ete.) after many months gostation has more or less 
suddenly been "accepted by the Kuching Chimese Advisory Board which 
appointed a sub-committee which has already mide & pre 
and is busy drawing up plans for a Public Service Corps to include 
Secretamial1, Idaison, Volunteer Fire Service and Police Sections. 
Considering the difficulty we have had in getting recruits for the 
Special Constabulary the response has been remarkable. The Trade Unions 
(such as they are) and the Chambers of Commerce and the clan assoé¢iations 
all have representatives, I can attfibute this entimsiam only to 
reaction against events in China, and the weakening of the Commnists in 
Koreae | 


: ete 


G. V. Kitson, Esq. 9 
Counsellor for Chinese Affairs, 
Office of the Cones ad a —Senere for the United Kingdom in » 


South Bast Asia, : 


IO ht, Rll ty et _—e ee DOR... sation Pilea tis dency ° Ee Re ete Loe 


. Just as I finish this I see an intercepted letter which 
reads in part: "I returned to China cecee Pebruary this eeee 
I think you are quite clear as to the reasons why I retumed to 
China this time. It is because I have been cheated by others. 
They want to conscript the young overseas Chinese to be cannon- 
fodder, Why should we undergo their serious beating and training. 
This was sent care of the local red Chinese newspaper which recen 
ceased publication, 


Your's sincerely 


(Sgi) ? Cremvell 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher ‘(0.7T.P. 
FROM FEDERATION OF MALAYA (Sir H. Gurney) 


D. 6th August, 1991. 
R. 6th 16.00 hrs. 


O. (25. Secret. 


Addressed to §. of § 
Repeated to Governor Hong Kong. 
* " Commissioner General for .K. in 
South Bast Asia No. 229, by pag, 3 
\ 


My telegrams No. 578 and No. 626. [-C J621 
30 datainees and 282 dependants embarked on 


the S.S. DAVIKEN at Port Swettenham on 5th August. 
Vessel left. the sams day on direct voyage to Canton. 


ew. 8 Ere 


Copies sent to:— 


Foreign Office : Mr. J.-D. Murray 
ie n ~ Mr. J-Q. Lloyd 
Ministry of Dafence- Lt. Col. Heald 
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Pas Extract from N.C.N.A. Daily Bulletin No.339 of Tuegaay - 
August 7th, 1951.47 9° 
i : 
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Peking, August 4 (NCNA) - The Ministry of Public Security 
has published a set of temporary regulations concerning the entry 
and exit of overseas Chinese. These have been approved by 
the Government Administrative Council and take effect immediately, 
rendering invalid all existing regulations which are not in 
conformity with the new ones. 

Under the new regulations, permission for entry or exit 
is granted to all overseas Chinese who carry passports or 
other identification documents issued by the Foreign Ministry 
of the Central People's Government, or by other agencies 
authorised to deal with external matters or by embassies and 
consulates abroad, 

Overseas Chinese returning from abroad who come from 
countries with which the People's Republic of China has not yet 
established diplomatic relations and who do not possess | 
documents must on arrival apply at the frontier public security 
administration for "returning overseas Chinese certificates," 
which will certify their status as overseas Chinese and ensure 
that they receive necessary help from the People's Government. 

An overseas Chinese going abroad to a destination in a 
country which has not established diplomatic relations with 
the People's Republic of Ghina must have identification documents 
provided by district or village people's governments or by any 
Government agency authorised to deal with overseas Chinese | 
affairs. With such documents, he may then apply for an 
overseas Chinese exit permit from the public security office 
or the county or municipal people's government of his place 
of origin or of his present place of domicile, which will also 
designate the port of exit Shfough which he may leave the country. 

Overseas Chinese entering or leaving China are required 
at the time of entry or exit to submit for inspection 
identification papers together with their baggage and belongings 
to the inspection authorities of the frontier public security 
administration. : 

Overseas Chinese entering or leaving China whose papers 
have expired or do not conform to the regulations may be 
required to go through the necessary procedure or may be 
prevented from entering or departing by the inspection authorities 
of the frontier public security administration. | : 

New exit and entry regulations governing travel to and from 
Hongkong and Macao have been issued by the Ministry of Public 
Security of the Central People's Government. A traveller leaving 
for either Hongkong or Macao must first apply for an exit permit 
from his local public security bureau and one coming from either 
of these two places must apply for an entry permit. Travel by 
foreign nationals is covered by the regulations regarding foreign 
nationals. The new regulations, according to the Ministry of 
Public Security, are déeigned to reinforce the security of the 
State and guard against sabotage by counter-revolutionary elements 
infiltrating via Hongkong or Macao. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
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Cypher O.T.Ps 
FROM FEDERATION OF MALAYA 


° 148th Aug gusty 1991s 
Ri 18th t  -45445 bh 


Yoo 767. Secret. 


Addressed Secretary of State. 
Repeated Governor, Hong Kong, 
"- Commissioner General, South 
East Asia, Now ah7. 


My telegram Noo 123% erers\ire 


51 detainees and 278 dependants 
embarked on MeV. MUI HOCK at Port Swettenham 
on 17th August. The vessel left the same da 
on direct voyage to Canton. 


2. Wah Seng Shipping Gompany has reported 
that two repatriates per S.Ge DAVIKEN which left 
Port Swettenham 5th August were lost overboard. 
No details are yet available but DAVIKEN 
disembarked all other passengers at Canton. 


Copies sent to:r- 
Foreign Office -. Mr» JeDe | 
ke 3 ” Mr. TsO Lloyd 
Ministry of Defence 
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No. 46. A13/17#1/51) (& 2 copies) 


is Majesty's Gonsul=General at Canton 
‘y presents his compliments to Me Secretary of State 


and has the honour to tea Samnit orepen 2) fates mentioned 
documents. 


British.....ConsulatesGeneral , 
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13th Aaugust,1o@1... 
Reference to previous correspondence: Canton ‘p/ L’ despatch 
S/O No. 16 (11/17-1/51) of 6.7.51 to the 
foreign Offices... 
Description of Enclosure. 
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Wavatriation of 
Overseas Chinese 
Nan Fang Jih Pao, Canto from Malaya 


a 


dated 6.821951. 
Copied to; 


Peking Noe 88; 
wingapore No. 13; 


Hong Kong Noe 37. 


84704 85487 (8) 


Oxnorosure to Canton P/L Soopateh Ho. 68 At pha aad ef 135.8.1951 
te Embassy, Peking, gopied %< : 
Neo. 13 and Hong Kong "Oe « 


Translation (summarised). 


Following is an article entitled "An Accusation against the 
Collusion of British Imperialiam with Chiang Kaieshek's Special 
Agents in Malaya:~ 

The blood-stained rule of British imperialism has transformed 
Malaya into a hell of death and terror. Thousands and thousands of 
overseas Chinese have been thrown into a state of cold and hunger, 
rendered homeless and separated from their wives and children. To 
such sufferings and distress confronting their fellow-countrymen 
abroad the Chinese people who have stood up like giants cannot be 
indifferent. On March 8, the Chinese People's Relief Committee 
for Overseas Chinese in Malaya sent a telegram to the Prime Minister 
of Britain, Mr. Atlee, proposing to send a delegation to Malaya 
to investigate the conditions of the Chinese residents there. 

This is a just and righteous demand, but to the British imperialists 
whose heads are heaped with crimes, it became a serious warning and 
caused great alarm to the colonial authorities in Malaya. With a 
view to creating a pretext for rejecting this reasonable demand of 
the Chinese people, the British colonial authorities in Malaya 
shamelessly instigated Chi Kai-shek's special agents to fabricate 
"public opinion of overseas Vhinese", distor® the facts and spread 
slanderous remarks in order to cover up their criminal persecution 
of the overseas Chinese. However, the atrocious acts hitherto 
committed by British imperialism are facts of iron, facts of blood 
whieh oan never be wiped out by any destestable means. 

On March 15, the British Information Department issued from 
London a despatch which absurdly slandered the overseas Chinese in 
Malaya by saying that they were quite contented with their miserable 
fate és of colonial slaves and that had they been persecuted by the 
British colonial authorities, they would leave Malaya voluntarily 
instead of being deported. But, historical records are the best 
witness. Long before the devilish hands of the British colonialists 
stretched to Malaya, the brave and industrious Chinese people had 
already begun their hard task of exploiting and cultivating the 
wilderness of Malaya, so that the wealth and prosperity of present 
day Malaya is inseparable from the blood and sweat of the overseas 
Chinese. The broad masses of Chinese residents who had contributed 
so much in building up Malaya have, therefore, full rights to 
exist and live in that piece of Lend. in fact, the 2,800,000 
Chinese residents have already looked upon Malaya as their second 
native land where they are in possession of a great deal of movable 
and immovable preperties, where they have set up family and social 
relations and where stand the tombs of their ancestors. It is then 
plain to all that their residence in Malaya is not due to the fact 
that they have a fondness for the “humane administration" and 
"freedom" of the British imperialists but that they have deeply 
rooted connections there. All these facts cannot be refuted by any 
despatches from the British Information Department. Let us hear 

the indignant accusation of Ting Wen, an old overseas Chinese; | 
"The British imperialists deprived us of the fruits of our blood and 
sweat, deéported us from Malaya and even slandered us by saying 
that we were content with the fate of slaves. How unreasonable} 

We have to expose their crimes before the whole world, we have to 
fight against their cruel persecution and strive resolu for our 
vita 6 of existence and develo in Malaya". This is answer 
to the slanderous remarks of t British Information Department. 
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On March 26, Chiang Kai-shek*s special agents in Singapere 
under the instigation of the British imperialists, called a so-called 
Pomel be of sentatives of Overseas Chinese Bodies" at me. 
Hsing Club. the centre of Kuomintang bandits’ activities) te 

taba cate “public opinion” in order to cover up for the British 
imperialists their bloody atrecities, and to manufacture a pretext 

for rejecting the Chinese People's Investigation Delegation. The 
Chairman of the “conference”, Chen Kue~oh’u, head of the Kuomintang 
special agents organisation. in Malaya, shamelessly stated thet the 
overseas Chinese had never bee age ps pag ee After the conference 

he also sent telegrams to the ish Prime Minister, the Commissioner- 
General in South-Zast Asia and the Governor of Singapere, saying: 

"The Malayan people do not want any investigation". 

Let us see how they came to represent the 2,800,000 Ghinese 
in Malaya. They beasted that over 200 overseas ese bodies took 
part in the “conference”, but even on the list of the participating 
units announced by themselves one could make out at most 2 or §% 
scores, mostly clubs, music societies, and Chinese boxing societies. 
As is well known, this sort of organisation exists in great number 
in every part of "Malaya, and it is precisely under the cover of such 
organisations that the Kuomintang pandits have carried on their 
activities since the closing of the Malaya Branch of the Kuomintang ] 
Overseas Reet quarters. It is, therefore, quite obvious that those 4 
so-called “overseas Chinese bodies" which took part in the “conference” | 
are, in reality, the Kuomintang Overseas Headquarters in different 7 
form and that those so-called “representatives" are none other than 
the special agents of Chiang’ s gang and running dogs of the British 
imperialists. 

Is it then true to say that the Chinese in Malaya “ave never 
been persecuted? To those few white-Chinese and Chiang’s agents 
who have taken refuge abroad to evade punishment by the people, it 
is quite true, because AGr Re not only suffer no persecution at ali, 
but" are also afforded the best protection 4 the British imperialists. 
They may collude freely with imperialia, may carry on freely 
their reactionary activities against the people, and they may even 
lead a iife of luxury and a> + with the subsidies ye to 
them by the imperialists. 5 it t then natural for them oppose 
resolutely the arrival of the Chinese People’s Investigation 
Delegation out of gratitude and devotion to their masters? 

But, let us turn our eyes to the general conditions of the 
broad masses of Chinese residents in cen Ever. since the 
enforcement of the respons ye Regulations" in June, 1946, the Chinese 
people have been massacred, imprisoned and deported in a large scale. 
Ascord to Pa s officiall announced by the Malayan authorities, 
pia 2,0 fans" were s for the past 3 years, and those 

ecole sieuubuan” wane. in fact, innocent se residents. 
For example, on December 135, 1946, "25 Chinese rubber piantation 
workers of a emall vill e in Selangor were brutally slaughtered 
merely because they rep od that they had not seen communi sts. 
This is but one of hundreds of similar cases. It would be quite 
impossible too to find out the exact number of those who were hanged 
or died of inhuman tortures and maltreatment in prisons and 
concentration camps. The total number of Byes aged acesetlng. to 
a recent official te gy ot is round about 1 a: 
fact that there are 8 large- size Senmentwarten 4 Mase "in Mala 
each bin Gabuah 20 helh Loo & Ghaumenie bivmene We oa eee 
work out that the number must have exceeded 20 5060. ver 
view of the over-corowded conditions of the local seteoany, the 
British colonial authorities are planning to banish some of th 
senere” to an uninhabited island in Bornes. ‘This alone wi 
ve us some idea of the enormous number of Chinese in by 
the British imperialists. ‘The officially announced number \of 
depertess amounted to over 10,000. This figure, however, | 
not include cecace 


o3=. 


not inelude those who were forced to leave Ma. under the name 
ef “volun application for exit". Faced with the spect 
st paper ome ag ber ae ra oe front og British aoeeeee 

e recently intens heir savagery turning large tracts 
of land into "No-man Areas". Under the so-called ' tion" 
decree thousands of Chinese villages have been destro and. 
razed to the ground; and their inhabitants driven inte “immigration 
villages" which are really concentration camps in different forms. 
In Perek.alone, as is disclosed en official coumuni que, more 
than 80,000 persons have al affected by such disastrous 
“4nmi gration". These blced~ acts of sion have in 
general brought ruin and destruction to the Chinese residents 

out Malaya, so that even the British Colonial Secretary, 

Mr. Griffith, had to admit in his speech made in Parliament in 
March last year, that the number of homeless Chinese in Malaya 
had reached 400, 000. 

The eyes of the overseas Chinese are penetrating. They: can 
no er tolerate being slandered and insulted by the Kuomintang 
special agents. Therefore, immediately after Chen Kuo~oh'u issued 
his absurd statement, they lodged strong protests one after 
another, and are more than ever determined to suppert the rightious 
decision of their fatherland te send an investigation delegation 
to « In one of their Letters to the fatherland th 
wrote: "... Working in league with Chiang’s agents, the Briti 
imperialists are trying by thinly-disguised political trickery 
to impede the work of the Chinese People's Investigation Delegation, 
but they can no longer fool the overseas Ghinese.... Comet 
fellowecountrymen, representatives of the people, millicus Pig 
your fellow-countrymen abroad are longing for your arrival. | 
Do come and be quiekt ....." This is the voice from the depths 
of the hearts the overseas Chinese in Malaya. 


(Author: Giles 15743 1787) (Mem Pang gin Pao) 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


lypher (0.T.P.) 


FROM FEDERATION OF (Sir H. Gurney) 
DBD. 5th September, 1951. 


R. 5th 15.40 hars. 


e. 820 Secret, 


Addressed te S. ef S. 
Repeated “ Gevernor of Heng Keng. 
" * Commissioner General Seuth East Asia, 


Ne. 273 by bag. 


My telecram Ne. 767, (Cibar|ne 


9 banishees, 199 detainees and 57 dependants 
embarked on $.S. DAVIKEN at Pert Swettenham on the 4th September. 
Vessel left same day on direct veyage te Canten. 


26 Master eof S.S. DAVIKEN has stated that beth 
repatriates whe were lest everbeard during previeus voyage ef 
this vessel were cases ef suicide, Paragraph 2 of my telegram 
under reference refers. 


Cepies sent to:- 


Ministry ef Defence Lt. Col. Heald 
Fereign Office Mr. J.D. Murray 
" * Mr. Jd. 0. Lileyd. 
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168 banishees, 105 detainees, and 232 
dependents embarked on §.S.DAVIKEN at Port 


Swettenham 26th September. 


Repeated to Governor of Hong Kong and 
My telegram No. 820. 


FROM FEDERATION OF MALAYA 


Addressed to §.of 8S. 


De 
Re 


Ministry of Defence 


Foreign Office 


same day on direct voyage to Canton. 
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Canton P/L despatch 


of 13/8/51. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 


~ Bubject: 


Translated news 
extract from Nan Fa 
Jih Pao, Canton, 
dated 18.9.1951, 


iepatriation of 
Uverseas chinese 
miners from Nauru 
Tsland (Australia). 


Copied to:;e 
Peking, No. 102; 


Governor, Hongkong, 


Noe 40 5 


Australian Govt. Trade 
Commissioner, 
Hongkong 


singapore, No. 15. 


iy 


Te We Po heges 2 


© resiasion. 
(Speeial) 107 overseas Chinese miners who had worked like slaves 
in the British-eontrolled Nauru Island off Australia, arrived at 
Ganton after freeing themselves from the yoke of British 
imperialigm. Upon their arrival they were w welcome and 
comforted by the Kwangtung Overseas Uhinese Af s Committee, 
and a reception was given in honour of them on September 14 
by the Committee and the Canton Returned Overseas Chinese 
Association. 


Nauru is a small island in the Southern Pacific Ocean 
with a population of 3,000, of which over 1,000 are Chinese 
miners who went to Hongkong to look for jobs prior to the 
liberation, beoause they could hardly manage to live on in their 
native villages under the oppression of the Kuomintang reactionaries 
and the local despotic landlords. Working in league with T.W. 
Kwok, then Kuomintang Speoial Commissioner for Foreign Affairs 
in Hongkong, the British Phosphate Gompany deceived them into 
signing a contract with it. They were then taken to Nauru Island 
where they were forced to toil like slaves in the mines at the 
point of the bayonet of the British imperialists. They were 
treated inhumanly and lived en a diet which was even worse than 
that of a pig. They were forced to work whether they were sick 
or wounded, until they died. To them the mine was just a hell 
and the island, a concentration camp. These 107 miners, upon 
the expiration of their contraet, could no longer endure this 
kind of slave life, and they made up their minds to leave this 
hell -- Nauru Island <- and returned to their motherland. 


AG the reception held on September 1, their representative, 
Ghung Yung, raised bitter accusation against the persecution 
of the Chinese miners by the British imperialists. He stated: 
"In 1948, a batch of miners upon the expiration of their contract 
decided to return to Ghina,. This Phosphate Company, however, 
refused to pay them thelr travelling allowances amounting to 
HK$SO each, which, as is stipulated by the contract, they were 
entitled to receive, under the pretext that they were not to be 
paid until they reached Hongkong, Realizing that this was a 
trick, the workers resolutely demanded that they be paid first 
before they boarded the ship. Mad with rage the British 
imperialists instructed the Australian police authorities to 
despateh a large number of policemen who surrounded the workers 
and opened fire on them. As a result, Su Chin (a native of 
foishan) and another miner were instantly killed, over 60 
were wounded and some 50 were arrested and put in jail where two 
more workers were brutally bayonetted to death, lEveryone of 
us shall never forget these debts of bilocod.* 


All the other workers unanimously stated that they would 
contribute all their efforts to build a strong and wealthy 
New China under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party 
and avenge the einiie of their overseas felloweountrymen 
by the British dalists,. 


(Nen Fang Jih Pao) 
18.9.51, 
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No. S/0.489. 


To the South East Asia Department, 
Foreign Office. 


Tay 2 


With the Compliments of 


H.M. Embassy at Peking. 


Copied to: 


Singapore No. 123. 


27th September, 1951. 
Pekine. 
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British Embassy, 
Peking. 


27th September,1951. | 


No. 4 (10257/1/3/51) 
UNCLASSIFIEB 


Dear Chancery, 


We enclose a translation from 
the official Daily News Release of an 
item which appeared in the People's Daily 
of September 27th about the Thai government's 
inspection of the identity cards of Chinese 
residents, which may be of interest to you. 


2. We are copying this letter 
to the South East Asia Department of the 
Foreign Office, and to the Chancery Singapore. 


Yours ever, 


CHAN CERY 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Bangkok. 


PEKING, sept. 26 pial 


The Thailand Government's persecution of Chinese 
residents in Thailand on the pretext of "inspecting 
their identification cards” is the subject of a state- 
ment made by a spokesman of the Commission for Over- 
seas Chinese Affairs of the Central People's Govern- 
ment. 


The statement refers to the fact that the 
Foreign Ministry of the Central People's Gowrnment 
and the Commission for Overseas Chinese Affairs have 
issued solemn statements and protests against the 
Thailand Government's criminal persecution of Chinese 
residents there, and that the Thailand Government has 
so far not ceased its various anti-Chinese actions, 
but has intensified its persecution. Recently, on 
the pretext of "inspecting identification cards," 
it has been browbeating, arresting and deporting 
Chinese residents on a large scale. More than 
100,000 Chinese have been directly persecuted in 
this way. 


Many Chinese residents in Thailand, stated 
the spokesman, lost their identification cards 
during the war or do not possess such oards for 
other reasons, others are Chinese workers who were 
sent to Thailand by the Japanese invaders during 
the Second World War to build the "Siam-Burma Rail- 
way." More than 40 Chinese organisations in Thai- 
land have joined in demanding that the Thailand 
Government extend the time limit for fresh applica- 
tions for identification cards, but this demand has 
been unreasonably refused. 


On behalf of the Commission, the spokesman ~ 
solemnly declared that the Thailand Government must 
immediately stop this anti-Chinese action and will 
be held responsible for all acts of persequsion of 
Chinese residents in Thailand. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


10th October, 1951. 
—y 


(11241/138/51) O80 Tea | 
CONFIDENTIAL | Fc 1621 ‘ ae . a 
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n my telegram No. Rr a 5th October, 1 quoted some rather 
astonishing statements made by the Director of the Asian Affairs 
Departmént of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ch'en Chia-kang, in 
connection with current representations about the treatment of 
foreigners, particularly United States citizens, in China. In view 
of the likely interest to the authorities in Hong Kong and Malaya of 
these references to overseas Chinese, I undertook in my telegram 
No. 1545 of the same date to embody them in a separate communication 


Wi dealing with that particular aspect. 


fe Bling 2. The essence of Ch'en's statements, delivered during a discussion 

CHOWN YS with the Indian Ambassador on October lst (I think), was that Chinese 
were being arrested in considerable numbers in the Philippines, 
Hawaii, U.S.A. (he specifically instanced San Francisco), Siam and 
Malaya, either on what the local authorities considered to be security 
grounds or merely on account. of their Chinese nationality. Why then 
should the countries concerned see fit to make representations on 
behalf of a comparatively small number of foreigners similarly detained 
for security reasons in China? In particular, Ch'en argued, the 
United States Government who did not even recognise - and in fact was 
openly antagonistic to - the Central People's Government, had no 
justification for making such a fuss about the relatively few Americans 
under arrest for activities detrimental‘to the safety of China, 


3. Moreover, he pretended, these foreigners were being treated 
better than their deserts. If this were widely known in China, the 
government would have difficulty in restraining the anti-foreign 
feelings of the people, which would be enraged at the thought that 
foreigners were being treated with special leniency. Such an outburst 
would be embarrassing to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It was for 
this reason, Ch'en went on to say, that the Central People's Government 
had not given publicity to these various arrests, which in the case 

of the Americans he seems to have placed at about forty persons. 


4. I understood Sardar Panikkar to say, when he related this 
conversation to me, that Ch'en had only made a passing reference to 
Malaya. A day or two later, however, when I mentioned to the Sardar 
that I was interested in Chen's references to Malaya, (Having in mind 
that Ch'en had said so little about this problem), it was evident from 
his response that I had derived an entirely wrong "impression. The 
Sardar made it clear that Ch'en had in fact brought in Malaya in a big 
way, and had alleged that some twenty thousand Chinese were in prison 
and ten thousand had been deported. He added that,in illustration 
of the unfriendly attitude of the British authorities, they had 
completely ignored an application for a party of "Chinese Red Cross" 
to visit the detention camps in Malaya, and apparently continued to 
lelaborate this theme at some length. 
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/d»e I have a suspicion that the Sapéar did not try very hard to 
/ dispose of these ex parte contentjéns, so largely based on false 
| premises, seeing that he asked why we were not prepared to afford 
_ access to Red Cross inspectiow# I explained that in the first place 
the chaps who declared theiy/desire to visit Malaya were not bona 
fide Red Cross, but a polifical organisation (self-styled Chinese 
People's Relief Committe? for Overseas Chinese Refugees of Malaya - 
see my telegram No. 518 of 14th March last), and in the second place 
even if, as he suggested by way of an alternative, it was a question 
of the International Red Cross, why should we consider such a 
proposition so long as the Chinese Government refused to allow 
members of that organisation to operate in China or with Chinese units 
in North Korea. Moreover the Chinese under detention in Malaya were 
guilty or strongly suspected of participating in armed rebel activities 
during the course of which they or their associates had made armed 
attacks upon civilians and police etc. and generally, and openly, 
disturbed law and order. As regards deportations, we had indeed 
wanted to return to their country - and had made no secret of our 
actions or numbers involved - many more than ten thousand squatters 
and other Chinese who were in Malaya without any valid entry or 
residential permit (upon which requirement nobody was more insistent 
that the Central People's Government), but had been obstructed in our 
efforts to do so by the Chinese Government who at one time would not 
even permit these deportees to land in China. The Sarddr pretended 
to regard my arguments as satisfactory, but I am sure that his 
idetermined pro=asian bias would not permit him to see reason in an 
Gogh like this. Perhaps he may now take to heart the shocking news 
of the murder of the High Commissioner for Malaya, Sir Henry Gurney, 
by Chinese gunmen, which happened just a few days later. 


6. I made a point of stressing that there was absolutely no reason 
why the Chinese should have it both ways. If they refused to respond 
to our offer of recognition, what right had they to expect our acceptance 
of their pretensions to intervene on behalf of overseas Chinese in 
,British territories? The Sardar observed that he had asked Ch'en 

i whether the Central People's Government had sought the assistance of 
any other foreign government to make enquiries about Chinese abroad 
under detention etc. He would himself, for instance, be glad to lend 
his good offices and "use his influence" to cause appropriate enquiries 
to be made, if so desired. Ch'en's only reply to this suggestion 
seems to have been that in view of the very large number of Chinese 
arrested, it was manifestly impossible for the Chinese Government to 
know whom to enquire about}! If this means anything, 1 presume he 
sought to make a distinction in principle between individual cases and 


mass round-ups. 


7. According to Panikkar, Ch'en adopted the same line of argument in 
a talk with Izaak Mahdi, the Indonesian Charge d'Affaires (on October 3rd, 
I believe) when the latter referred to the American nationals under 
arrest, particularly those in Peking (Rickett, Miss Mills, and Father 
Rigney), who are well known to all of us and about whose innocence 
from anything even approaching espionage, nobody is in the least doubt. 
Ch'en challenged Mahdi's competence to complain about arrests of aliens 
in China in view of the recent round up of seven hundred Chinese by the 
Indonesian Government in one fell swoop. Mahdi as a good nationalist 
underground fighter stoutly retorted that only eighty of the bunch 

had been Chinese - the rest were Indonesian (though, I suspect, many 
of them may have been of @hinese race). Ch'en however refused to be 
shaken by any such evident discrepancy, and maintained his ground by 


/saying 


saying that even if the number were only eighty, that still compared 
unfavourably with a mere forty Americans, This seemed to me a good 
opening to remark to the Sardar that on a percentage basis these 
figures would present a very different picture. Whereas, for . 
instance, eighty, or even seven hundred, arrests represented but 
a minute proportion of the three million or so Chinese in Indonesia 
(or Malaya, Philippines, or Siam), the arrest of forty or so Americans 
meant in fact about one quarter of the entire American community in 
China. 1 also quoted the gloomy reflection which imposed itself 
‘upon our consciousness the other day that over fifty per cent of 
/ the nogj-official foreign guests at the Belgian National day garden 
party this summer were subsequently imprisoned or detained by the 
Chinese police authorities. Believe it or not, the only comment 
His Excellency, the Indian Ambassador, saw fit to make was that after 
all they did not have any bona fide occupation in Peking. Too, too 
devastating. 


S. Whatever else Ch'en's contentions may represent, they do at 

. least signify that the claim to uphold the interests of overseas 

\ Chinese still ranks high in the party programme. The attitude of 
the Chinese Sovernment in this respect has since been further confirmed 
by a broadcast addressed to overseas Chinese communities by Ho Hsiang- 
ning, in her capacity of Director of Overseas Chinese Affairs Commission 
made on Sth October, the English language summary of which as published 
by the Daily News Release of the China Information Bureau, Press 
Administration, the following day, is enclosed for convenience of 
record. The most noteworthy features of this message are, I think, 
the reference to the reception of deportees; the declaration that the 
competent departments of the Central People's Sovernment have vigorously 
protested "every infringement of the legitimate rights" of overseas 
Chinese; the call to "unite, support the motherland" and develop 
"broad patriotic unity"; and the exhortation to "eliminate all saboteur 
elements" abroad, particularly those described as remnant K.M.T. gangs 
who are prepared to assist the territorial administrations. Altogether 
a@ provocative and scarcely friendly pronouncement, though besides its 
mention of Malaya, Burma, the Philippines and Indonesia in connection 
with deportees, it does not indicate any particular area as its target. 


9. The enélosed English version of the broadcast has been compared 
with the textual report in the People's Daily of October 5th. The 
latter is of course fuller, but otherwise both are essentially the same 
except for the exclusion from the English summary of the following 

(in translation) passage introducing the "world peace" motifs 


" In all parts of the world, and especially in Southeast Asia, 
Overseas Chinese have close relations with the local people, whether 
in economic or social life, and the friendship of Overseas Chinese 
with the local people cannot be destroyed by any provocative plot of 
Imperialism. So our Chinese brethren abroad ought and must promote 
friendly rélations between themselves and the local people, and 
should unite together with them, and in common with them protect — 
world peace," 


10. I am sending copies of this letter to Sterndale Bennett at Singapore, 
Aldington at Hong Kong, Kermode at Djakarta, Speaight at Rangoon, and 
Garner at New Delhi. | 
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HO HSIANG-NING TALKS TO OVERSEAS CHINESE 


@ rans. Oct. 8 == "Unite among yourselves, support the mother- 
-land!" urged Ho Hsiang-ning, Director of the Commission of Over- 
seas Chinese Affairs of the Central People's Government, in a 

broadcast to Chinese overseas. 


Briefly reviewing the achievements of People's China in 
the past two years, Ho Hsiang-ning stated: "It is because of 
these mighty victories that the prestige of our motherland and, 
consequently, that of the overseas Chinese has been greatly 
raised. This is the most powerful backing, the greatest reliance 
and guarantee for the overseas Chinese”. 


Ho Hsiang-ning outlined ithe activities of the People's 
Government in relation to the overseas Chinese. "The People's 
Government has given enthusiastic receptions and assistance to 
overseas Chinese deported home. During the past year, the over- 
seas Chinese deported from Malaya, Burma, the Philippines and 
Indonesia have either been given productive work or sent to study 
by the Kwangtung and Fukien Provincial People's Government," she 


said. 


"During the land reform," she continued, “the houses and 
land owned by overseas Chinese have been given appropriate con- 
sideration." The overseas Chinese may rest assured that the 
poorer families were alloted land and are now happily engaged 
in productive labour. Returned overseas Chinese students are 
learning various skills and taking an active part in every as- 
pect of the nation's construction work. Overseas Chinese indus- 
trialists and merchants who have made visits to their homeland 
or have permanently returned have been given every assistance 
by the People's Government.- 


Protecting the legitimate rights of the overseas Chinese 
has been the consistent policy of the Central People's Govern- 
ment, Ho Hsiang-ning stated, and the local people's governments 
and their organs in charge@of overseas Chinese affairs have done 
their best to serve the overseas Chinese in the past two years. 
Every infringement upon the legitimate rights of the overseas 
Chinese by various governments has been vigorously protested by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 9Sommission of Overseas 
Chinese Affairs of the Central People's Government, democratic 
parties and the people's organisations, Every possible support 
has been given the overseas Chinese in their struggle for their 

rights abroad, thus increasing their confidence and strengthening 
their unity. | 


"All these measures undertaken by the People's Government," 

Ho Hsiang-ning declared, "are intended to protect the legitimate 
rights of the overseas Chinese and their families. All overseas 
Chinese should unite, support the motherland, and strengthen 

our ome venti and broad patriotic unity among all overseas 
hinese, irrespective of class, occupation, political views or . 
religious belief should be developed. Only when you have achie- 
ved such unity will you be able to protect your legitimate in- 
terests under trying and difficult circumstances." 


"To achieve such unity,” she went on, “you must first of all 


eliminate all saboteur elements among the overseas Chinese -- the 
remnant Kuomintang gangs who have fled abroad and are doing the 


dirty work of the imperialists by helping to Suppress the overseas 
Chinese." In conelusion, “o Hsiang-ning called upon the overseas 
Chinese to promote friendship with the local fe ople for the de- 
fence of world peace.” 
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6. 1097 Gonfidential 


Addressed §. of S8. | 
Repested to Gommissioner General, for the UK, in 
South Hest Asia No, 366 and 
‘ Governor Hong Kong. 


My telegrem No, 919, *¢' ors .'!vb 


49 henishees, 189 detainees and 315 
dependsntsa embarked on 8,8. DAY 
art Swettenham on 9th November | 
vessel left on direet voyage to Ganton, 


Opie - 
Ministry af Defence ~ Lt, Oa! 
Foreign office ~ My. J, D. Murray 
~ Mr. 3.0, Lloyd, 
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Code «. dD. 28th November, Azon 
Re 28th n 11.25 hrae 


7 


o. 1160. Confide 


Addressed to 8. of §.- 
Repeated to Gommissioner General for 
ake in $.B.Asia. NOe 38h. 


" " Governor Hong Kong. 


My telegram No. 1097. 


422 detainees, 42 banishees, 247 
Singapore banishees, and 28) dependants, 
embarked on §.8.HEINDRICK JESSEN at Por’ 
Swettenham on 27th November. 


The vessel lefi on a direct yoyage 
to Canton. 3 
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SOL TT 


THT OVERSEAS CHINNSE IN SOUTH ~ LAST ASTA, 


These ave approximately 10,000,000 Overseas Chinese in 
Southeliast Asia, cxcluding Hong "Kong. The present distr: 
a 


and the perecntages of Chinese in the populations of the various 
are as follows: 


(Picures are approximate only) 


Sian 3,000,000 
Malaya 2,750,000 
Indoncs La — 2,000,000 
Indo-China 1,000 ,000 

300 ,000 

250 ,000 
pa vawal 150 ,OOO 

h Borneo 75 ,000 20" 


Ce the above figures relate to pure Chinc 280 y and inelude 
those who are nationals of their coun try of donicile but 
remain unassimilated in its population. The influcnee and 
potcntial strength of Overscas Chinese in the area is far 
grcatcr than their numerical proportion. In some cases 
would be possible for vhen, in certain circumstances %: G 
a styangilchold on tvade. There arc important conecntvations 
of Chinese in majoyv citics, c.g. 800,000 in Singapoxe (out of 
a total nopulation of cone iL iion) 500, O00 in Bangkok and 
400,000 in Saigon=Cholon,. 
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3e Only a small propation of Overscas Chinese aze 
ae in the sense of being interestcd cither in the spit 

the country in which they Live oz in thoge of thei mother 
cones ‘ys Only a small proportion have definite Loyal&kics to 
she Kwa T. ox the Communists. They are intecresticd 
txade and making money. ALL Overseas Cliincsc, however, have 
very strong vacial tics with theiz mother-country and this in 
tuzn cneouragces a national mye on patriotism towards China 
yather than to theiz c country f domiciic. Fatviotism amongst 
Ovexrgscas Chinese takes the fx cum of vacial consciousness and 
M.cLing of racial supcriovity: they are very proud of being 
Chincsc. From this stand-point they have welconcd the emergence 
of a stxong Chinae : | 


hn. den stronger sini thei» feeling of attachment to China , 
1ewever, is the concern of Overscas Chincse, first and foremost, 
With their individyal family security and prosperity. I% can 
pexhaps be best put by saying that, individualiy, the Chincse 
put sclfintcrest before patriotism, but collestively, (come in 
crowds) they put pais otisn first. | 


* 


/50 Tye 


i. 


we A ee akener attitude of the Overseas Chincse towards China, 
AS Oxpres weahwe parayzvaphss, must now be considercd in 


Fate 
ae 41 

ease ds 
re lati. Hi: vO € 


in 

the events of the past year. Up to the end of 
1950, when the Chinese Communist forecs were driving back the 
United Nations in Korca, and the Chinese Government had not yet 
applicd in full vigour its campaign against the (Counter 
revelutLonarics, the Overseas Chinese in South-Rast Asia were 
Fey ener ad by a Leclinge of oi eag in the ability of the papas 
Kcople's Governnent to make China Stvonge and p08 

powerful in the intc vnational ficld. ‘This not 

theiz vacial pride but also lcd sh m to “seme pee 

China would be ina pos Sition to protcet their intercst 
Southeast Asia and thus promote the individual secur 
prosperLey referred to abovce 


6, | : underwent a sip ¢ change in the carly 
ebaeg Ot OL at YCSULT OF» -FTivat, GF feats of the Communist 
arumaics in Korca, second, the wave of exccuticns osinted out in 
wis na from February oma rds y ant, hivrd, the effect of land 
oforn din oA cag on se p¥ oper sheve of Overseas Chincsce 
imp ; factor in influcneing the 
of x Ove: int tel jase - has becn the forecd wach ieee 
vibutiona CXACUC a by the Cont smal Poople's Government froz 
as Chinese, oftcn by acans of picssure on their fanilica 
lag = AG a vcsult of thcsc various devclopnenis, it is now 
thay a revulsion of fceling has takcn placc amongst 
Overscas Chinese against the Ccntral Peaplc's Government. The 
awakening of Overseas Chinese to the cvils 1 shovtconings of 
the Communids regime in China, which it was purpose to 
achieve a year aso as a aeCy wo Sccuring % * Goupezation, has 
been largely achieved for us by the Co cu theoasclvcSe 


“¢ Would be rash to coneludc, however, that, cxecpt perhaps 
the sceond generation localeborn Chincse ov others with 
trong roots in their country of donicilc, whosc ' belgie 

interests compel thoi support of the government of that couniry, 
Overseas Chincse hi a will now tcnd to Come off the fenec 
and ‘cola 'c themselves our supportcis, The wave of cxccutions, 
the cffects of land vot orm, and the foxecd monetary donations, 
wosether with the epee 4 Line adopted by the Cont brad 
re apes Government towards all Chincsec who fail to coope 2a tc 
with % chem, have combined to crosies & situation whereby fear of 
Communist China now outweighs the fceclings of pride and vespcect 
which the Ccntzal People's Government's domestic and cxtcrnal 
‘achievements formerly cxcLted amongst Overscas Chines sc, and pzrcscnts 
a fyesh and formidable obstacle to cooperation with the Gavernments of 
the countrics of domicilc. Those Overseas Chincse in South=Ka st 
Asia who might previously have welcomed, sr at lcast not resisicd 
a Chincsc Communist infiltra t tion into ox advance throuch SoutheLast 
Asia will (execpt for the avowed Comunists ov fcllow-travellers) 
how no Longe: welcome such an advance; but fear of retribution | 
cither asainst themsclves or against theiy familics in China will 
concinuc cific tively to prevcnt the active cooperation of Overs ol 
Chine sc Dict atitch pri: (who “wept ‘escnt the great miority of Overse 
Chincs ay with the governmcnt of their country of rcsidencc, 
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8. In the Longeterm, much can a frig) to encourage the assimilat sion 
of Ovexvscas Chincse with their oo ntry ‘of domicile, and conscquently 
theiz cooperation with the pope ticents of that country, Desivable 


/MCABULCS eee 


> 


eS ars 


Mca SULCE~ Wo Wd ineludc rela: xatvLon f Cli ship provisi: 

icsislation to achicve equality o a 1 the e1ti 

of the ec untry of domicile, intr | lincse ory 

av hieh Levels in the civilian adain sion, and a systcm 

or cducation of peice Childzen desig wean, them away 
from traditional Loyalty towards the shevecountry and to 
inculcate a new patriots sm based maity % towards the country 
A . 4.4 . 

or aUOptLONne 


Will take time to beax fruit, however, and 
concerned with cndcavouring vo secure 


tionein resisting a pous sibly imminent 
Lon ar nst Southeast As la, and a Communist 
aides has Aor ady assumed scrious proportions in 
In the last analysis the attitude of the majority 
Chincse say be determined by the visks which they 
yze Likely to vun through affording such coopcratione 


LO. The prompt and effective United Nations action in Korea 
has donc much to crcatc'a fecling of sccurity and confidenee 
among Ovexscas Chinese in the facc of, the danger of Commun is ¢ 
~a8erression against this area; and ad otek outside South- 
Fast Asia my contihuc to encourage this sense of sccurity, 
Without which thc Overseas Chincsc, cxposed as they are to 
intinidat ory pressure by the Centyal People's Government, 
cannot be expectcd to cxtcnd voluntarily their full coopera tion 
in combatting Communism. Apart from military opczations 
aivcady in progress within. the arca, Cege against the Communists 
in Malaya and the Vietminh in Tongking, Lt is suggested that 
sho: sce ah mcasuzcs Which can be taken within South-East Asia 
to scoure the cooperation of Overscas Chinese include: 


(i) Propaganda d@sisned to convince Overseas Chinese 
(a) of vesponsibility of the United lations 
under the Charter, to defend South-East ‘Asia 
acainst armed agercasion, as they did so 
promptly and cffcovively in the case of Korca; 
(nor Britain's intention aNd ability to secure 
ia LA ya, asainst axmed arcgercession pe Communist 
Lnfil trations and 
(c)that the evils of Communism arc such that no 
sacrifice is too great to ward them off. 


(ii) Conscription. | 
li. Kit T. stxength and influcnec merece throughout South 

Rast Asiag In most countries of the areca a reeorganization 

has taken placc this ycar resulting in some Lnexcas sc of influcnec 

and activitye In Malaya the Li, her banned, partly as a 

pap consequence of His Majesty' s Government" S recognition - 

the Central Pcoplc's Government, “bat ma inly in accordance 

wit th the official poli cy of discouraging any form of political 

activity which looks towards China rather than Malaya for its 
inspimation and supporte It is nevertheless for consideration 

whethex some usc might not be nade of organizations ov individ- 
uals with KM, T. sympa thies, in combat’ dots Communism in Malga, 
The shorteterm advantages of such support would have to be 

weishec care fully arainst the dangers of beeceacnd K, i, Te 
influanec cxactcd as the price of support. | 
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This may mean that we shall shortly be 
receiving another demand for visas for an “investigation 
team" to visit Malaya. I have discussed over the 
telephone with Mr. Jerrom (C.0.), who agrees that 
any such request will have to be considered on its 


“merits, but that until it is made we need take no 


action. It might be awkward for the Chinese to 

make such a request at the present time, since we 
could counter by asking for an International Red Cross 
mission to be allowed to visit prisoner of war 

camps in North Korea. 


A 


> 
(N.C.C.Trench) 
15th December, 1951. 
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cember, 1951 R. 3.55 Dem. 12th December, 1951 


RESTRICT 


n OF: legran No. 1 of 12th Decembe) 


Repeated for information te Singapere 
Kuala Lumpur 


telegram No. 85 [sic]. crgar\any 
inese Investigation Mission for Malaya. 


sume you will have seen report from daily news release 
for: 10th December that demand for investigation into conditions 
ef [gps. undec.] Chinese suffering in Malaya was raised again 
at a mass meeting in Peking 9th December. 


Seuth East Asia Department 
China and Korea Department 
Japan and Pacific Department 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


FROM FEDERATION OF MALAYA (0.A.G.) 


* 4 ; 
aes 1 SSS 2 ot AR, 


Cypher (0.T.P.) D. 42th December, 1951. | ae 
R. 12th © 12.05 hrs. @ IO" 


IMMEDIATE se 
‘i © ee 37 
No. 1228 Secret. 


Addressed to Governor Hong nee No, 200, 
Repeated to 8. of S., and 


Commissioner General for the ) 
ems in S.E. Asia No. 7 « 


Nine families of Chinese consisting of 30 persona 
are travelling to Hong Kong for Swatow on the s.s. HELIOS 
sailing i2th December from Port Swettenham. The agents in 
Rong Kong are Thoresens, These persons were to have been 
resettled in Tanjong Malim, Perak, but asked to return to 
China instead, These passages were paid from Government 
funds — & broker. 


2 e it is possible that these passengers may claim, on 
arrival in China, that they have been compelled to leave 
Malaya, and it is conceivable that C.P.G. may regard them as 
equivalent to deportees, which are only admitted in special 
ship loads via Whampoa. We think this unlikely but 
consider you should have the chance to comment. 


Be Unfortunately these passages had been booked before. 
those points were appreciated. If you consider that there 
is any danger of repercussion from this case, we should be 
prepared for you to stop these persons at Hong Kong and 
Ship them back here. It is of paramount importance to use 
that this shipment should not interfere in the even flow 
of normal deportee programme, 

Le however, the repatriation of these families | 
goes orf eithoat incident we should propose to give other 
pérsons the option between resettlement and repatriation. — 


56 If you wish to have the names of these persons 
they can be sent ‘9 you on Rbsbesaubd 3 : 


¢ 


——— 


Copies sent to:- : : yee oes. 


Poreign Office —~ a Me, OD, Murray 
sig " ee, | : | Mr. wee Oe Licyd 
Ministry of Defence  — - Lt. Col, Heald. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Bir A. Grantham) 


Oypher (Q0.T.P.) D. t5th December, 19545 


R. 15th " 05.30 hres. 


ae eas tbe , 
Rete en a 


PRIORITY 
Ho. 1279. Restricted. 


Addressed to 0,A.G@. Kuala Lumpur Ho. 44, 
Repeated to §. of &. a | 
n n Commissioner General for the U.K. 
dm South Bast Asia No. 35h. 


Your telegram No. 200. — (C1521; 13") 


It isy in my view, impossible to forecast the 
attitude the Chinese People’s Governmemt may take in this 
case for it depends upon whether or not they wish to find 
pretext to bring existing deportation arrangements to an 
and and evidence available hare in this raspact is 
inadequate to enable us to form an opinion, | 


2. Personal yiews of families concerned are not 
likely to be deciding factor. Im any case, I do not 
(repeat not) consider it would be advisable to send them 
back from Hong Kong for this would only afford 
Chinese People's Government additional opportunity for 
assessing the matter. as : 


Opies sent to;- 
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Ministry of Defence - Lt. Col. 
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Foreign Office - My. aD. 
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This letter suggests that we should consider the 
possibility of repatriating Chinese deportees from 
Malaya to Formosa if the Central People's Government 
refuses to accépt them in China, The reason advanced 


for doing this is that the alternative would be to send 


these detainees to an isla off North Borneo 

which would present % dministrative and 

financial difficulties. The arguments against 

trying to send deportees to Formosa are given in 

paragraph 4. They seem to me conclusive and I do 

not consider that we should pursue the matter further. 

From paragraph 5 it seems clear that the 

Commissioner General ais of the same mind and Mat only 
: : prP—ere the Malayan 


oie ye PoP 
~ “that we we coma ay te sect me oes 


(J.K. Drinkall) 
2/th December, 1951. 
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The deportation of undesirables from Malaya is 
of the greatest importance in connection with 
the anti-terrorist campaign, A few are being 
shipped back "voluntarily" to China, under 
commercial arrangements ( i.e, not under any 
arrangement between HMG and the Chinese Governme 
which at the moment is out of the question), 
but this partial relief may be stopped at any 
moment, Several alternative destinations 
have been considered —- Borneo, Fiji, etc — and 
all turned down for various reasons, Now 
Formosa has been suggested, For humanitarian 
as well as for policy reasons (the Nationalists} 
would expect us to do something for them in 
return) I think that we must refuse this, 

I have however hinted in the draft 
letter that if the colonial authorities want to] 
raise it officially,. they can of course do so, | 
i do not myself see HMG giving any other answer 
- in the present state of our relations with 
Formosa — but the subject is so important that 
the colonial authorities should have a chance, 
if they so desire, to put it forward officially] 

1 submit the draft for comments 
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He JW Office of the Commissioner-General for the 
SS" Fy ' United Kingdom in South East Asia 


? 
. Singapore. f 
“Ref: 4092/301/51G | AA. 
SECRET 14th December, 1951. 


Wy dean RL, 


You will remember that when the question of repatriation 
“to China of detainees in Malaya was discussed at the recent 
Bukit Serene Conference, del”Tufo said that although a great 
number of detainees had been repatriated in the course of the 
present year, the number of people left out of those 
originally detained was not necessarily an indication of the 
size of the problem for the future. The total of detainees 
was in fact being fairly well maintained as a result of the 
increasing number of what are called "17D operations", 
involving the detention of the inhabitants of a whole village, 
and, although many of these are subsequently set free, the 
number whose detention is confirmed is fairly large. It is 
moreover not practicable for various reasons to repatriate 
immediately such detainees, who accordingly tend to be left 
on our hands for some months. : 
2. Meanwhile, according to del TfTufo, the masters and officers 
of the ships at present being used in the repatriation scheme 
are getting increasingly nervous as a result of the treatment 
which they receive when they reach the Chinese port of | 
destination, which, I understand, is usually Whampoa. The 
continued cooperation of the shipping firm concerned is 
consequently becoming precarious and they may elect at any 
moment to call off the -whole proceeding. We should then be 
back where we were at the time of the proposal to send these 
detainees to an island off North Borneo, which, as you may 
remember, presented all sorts of difficulties and would, if 
carried out, involve His Majesty's Government in very 
considerable expense. 


3. del Tufo enquired at the Conference whether Taiwan had 
been considereli. as a practicable alternative destination 

for these Chinese. The Commissioner-General asked that a 
sub-committee, composed of del Tufo, Addis and myself, should 
be set up to consider this possibility. We accordingly met 
and discussed this question at Bukit Serene, and reached the 
conclusion that the risk of the repatriation scheme being 
called off was sufficiently great to merit serious consideration 
of the possibility of repatriation to Taiwan, however 
unpromising this might appear at first sight. I was 
accordingly requested to put the matter to the Foreign Office 
for your consideration with a view, if you agreed, and should 
the present scheme for repatriation break down, to instructions 
being sent to His Majesty's Consul in Tamsui to make the 
necessary approach to the authorities in Formosa. 


/4. We appreciate 


R. H. Seott, Esq., C.M.G., C.B.E., 
¥ereses Office, 
) -London,: 
eae ke 
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4. We appreciate that there are very considerable practical 
difficulties in the way of the implementation of this proposal. 
In the first place, to send these people to Taiwan may be a 
case of virtually condemning them to death, which would be a 
monstrous thing to do; and we should probably expose ourselves 
to howls of execration not only from Peking but also from 
elsewhere in doing so. Second, I am doubtful about our 

legal right to repatriate or deport Chinese into the care of 

a Chinese administration which we do not recognise, or, for 
that matter, to any Chinese territory other than their 
original home regions in China, usually the southern Chinese 
Provinces of Fukien, Kwangtung and Kwangsi. Third, we could 
only send these people to Formosa with the consent of the 
Formosan authorities, and I cannot see the latter willingly 
accepting thousands of potential Communist agents, except 
perhaps, as suggested above, to put them to death. Finally, 
the repatriates themselves would probably stage riots rather 
than allow themselves to be sent to Formosa. 
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5S. These difficulties are immense and may well be insurmount- 
able. The Commissioner-General and others of us here are 
averse to the proposal for the reasons given in paragraph 4 
above. The danger of a breakdown in the existing scheme is, 
however, a real one, and the menace of these people to the 
security of Malaya is such that we are anxious to leave no 
stone unturned in meanwhile exploring alternative possibilities. 
The Commissioner-General would accordingly be grateful if you 
would look into this matter and let him know your views as to 
the feasibility and propriety of an approach to the Formosan 
authorities should the present scheme for repatriation to China 
break down. 
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6. I am copying this letter to del Tufo in Kuala Lumpur and 
Jacobs-Larkcom in Tamsui. 
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EXARLEX 


RARKKX Thank you for your letter No. 4092/301/51G 


‘of the 14th December about the possible 


Draft. 
J "repatriation" to Formosa of Chinese detainees. 


RK hon Fal Syu 
G.V. Kishen Ons ee tat the Malayan Government's 


Singapora. 
anxiety to consider other arrangements 


if the contingency mentioned in your letter 


arises. But we agree with the arguments 
from | 


in paragraph 4 of your letter, which seem 
Mr. RH. Scott. 


to be conclusive, against deportation to 


Formosa. 77 


MARGIN. 


f ‘ Ll am copying this letter to 
Jacobs-Larkcom in Tamsui, and to the Colonial 


Uffice, 


IN THIS 


This is our view at departmental level 
XewEx here; if the Commissioner Genera 
or the Federation authorities wish to 
put it officially to HMG no doubt they 
Will do so, 


Copies fo: rt . 
Mr. Zacche- lara 
Tamsui. A 
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Mr. Paskt§, // 
Colonial fice, 


y 
: 
oc 
= 
ibd 
fo) 
O 
jan 
O 
. 
L 
fees 
OQ 
Zz 


(27274) Wt. 22831—216 325m 11/50 G.S. St 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


7th January, 1952. 
PE 1821/139 


. hank you for your letter No. 4092/301/51G 
of the i4th December about the possible 
"repatriation" to Formosa of Chinese detainees. 


i have great sympathy with the Malayan 
Government's anxiety to consider other 
arrangements if the contingency menticned 
in your letter arises. But we agree with 
the arguments in paragraph 4 of your letter, 


which seem to be conclusive, against deportation 
to Formosa. 


This is our view et departmental level 
here; if the Commissioner-General or the 
Federation authorities wish to put if officially 
to H.M. Government no doubt they will do so. 


I am copying this letter to Jacobs-<Larkcom 
in Tamsui, and to the Colonial Office. 


(RH. Scott) 


G.V. Kitson, BSQes C.B.E., 
Singapore. . 
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Policy of Central People’s Government 

towards peoples of non-Chinese 

cultural resident within boundaries of 
the Chinese People’s Republic (CPR) 


(1951) 


ane 


pe ee ee ne ee ee Lee SES Secs SOL. ae 


ee a a eT eee es 


ti Bei. ea 


ee ee ee ee ee ean ae 


a 


F 


FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT 


ChuUNA “2 
ce # ah? aa? 
etd GAA N 


AL Las, 
Lr CN « | 
Porte, . 


No. 7(rort/s)s, 
Dated A va : 


| Received in 


Pisa cells cbielicdiniebaain lata nein aliiathl Lae cabtedet os as 1, ora eats aaa AARON, 


TIMP es ws: 


ei eae eT 


eT: 


"UIZ4eLWY SIY2 Uj] UAII4AA eq O03 suUjYyIO 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


PEKING. 


4th May , 1951. 
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Sir, | Diceibihieinianiioniianpeues A 


The Central People’s Government has from its 
inception paid careful attention to the problem of 
governing the peoples of non-Chinese culture or 
language who live within the political boundaries of 
the Chinese People's Republic; a history of the 
"Chinese nationalities" which has recently been 
published in Peking claims that in the period of the 
‘democratic revolution the problem of nationalities 
ranks second after that of land reform. I have the 
honour to enclose a memorandum which summarises 2 
number of recent press reports on the political, 
economic and cultural aspects of the government's 
policy towards these minority races, or "nationalities" 
as they are normally termed (Enclosure 1). The 
Chinese is "tsu" for which race would be a better 
translation; “nationalities” is the term used by the 
New China News Agency and other Chinese government 
departments. I also enclose a translation of Some 
Resolutions of the Central People's Government Political 
Affairs- Yuan Concerning the Affairs of Nationalities, 
published on the 22nd March, 1951 (Enclosure 2), and 
for convenience of reference, a translation of Articles 
50, 51, 52 and 53 of the Common Programme, which outline 
the Central Government's policy towards nationalities 
(Enclosure 3). | 


Se The continental frontier of political China forms 
a great arc occupied by people of culture and language 
different to that of the Chinese. From the Chinese point 
of view they can be divided into two main groups: the 
"external barbarians", comprising the nomads and the not 
unimportant civilized oas¢s dwellers: and the “internal 
barbarians", more or less tied to an agricultural way 
of life. Although the literate framework of Chinese 
administration and the great numerical superiority of 
the Chinese population has given the Chinese a preponder- 
ance of power over all other national elements, each has 
presented its own distinct and difficult problem to the 
rulers of China. Over the last 2,000 years the nomads 
have been China’s main barbarian pre—occupation; partly 
because of their very nomadism, which enabled them to 
withdraw into High Asia when Chinese pressure became 
too great, beyond the limits of possible Chinese movement; 
q. and partly~-because before the perfection of fire arms 
oN | their mounted archers were the world’s best soldiers. 


/Moreover 


The Right Honourable 
Herbert Morrison, MP., : | 
etc,; etco.; “eta, ‘ | 
His Majesty's Secretary of State 


for Foreign Affairs, — 
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Moreover when the nomads enjoyed internal union, they 
seized areas of agricultural land in North China, and 

lived like lords on its produce. The internal barbarians 
originally occupied much land suited to Chinese intensive 
cultivation. In early periods they constituted a con- 
siderable menace, but since the Han Empire, when a number 
of kingdoms in Chekiang, Fukien, Kiangsi and Kwangtung 

were incorporated by force of arms in the Chinese Empire, 
they have been gradually pushed by economic and adminis- 
trative pressure into the less approachable and less 
desirable territories of the extreme South amd West, or, 
owing to their inherent immobility, have succumbe@ to 
Chinese cultural penetration and become themselves absorbed 
into the Chinese way of life. They are now mostly harmless 
and a fairly easy prey to Chinese pressure. Some of the 
"wild" Lolo (also known as Nosu and Yi) however remain 
unapproachable and intractable, while the Shans (Tai or 
Paiyi) of the South-West are largely protested by the preval- 
ence of malaria which has weakened them, but kills the 
Chinese. At the other extreme the oases cultivators of 
Sinkiang, predominantly Turki speaking, are as civilized 

- as the Chinese, but occupy areas desired by the Chinese 

for strategic reasons. The problem with regard to the 
peoples of this North-West frontier area, as it faces 

any Chinese government, is to keep them quiet ami at the 
same time prevent the local Chinese officials from squeezing 
them so unmercifully that they rebel in desperation, as 
they have shown themselves prone to do on several occasions 
in the recent past. 


Se The agents of the Chinese Government's nationalities’ 
policy are the frontier officials, The Chinese are naturally 
inclined to despise non-Chinese as uncivilised barbarians, 
and as the old style Chinese officials were highly educated 
in bookish subjects, such contempt was at its strongest 
in imperial days. Frontier posts were then the most dis- 
liked, and frontier officials therefore tended to be either 
persons in disgrace or noted for incompetence. Thus they 
were particularly disposed to handle the minorities with 
few scruples and owing to their superior education without 
much difficulty. Other Chinese on the frontiers, some 

of whom had been banished as criminals from their native 
provinces, developed the normal frontiersman characteristics 
of toughness, cunning and fear of the native; moreover 
they could often underlive the latter. Faced with such 
opponents the minorities had to either establish some sort 
of modus vivendi with the local magistrate and trade as 
best they could with Chinese merchants or else retreat 

into fastness still too wild or unhealthy for the Chinese. | 


4. In recent years China's interest in her frontier 
peoples has been keenly aroused by the threat of distant 
foreign powers who for the first time in her history are 
in a position to attack her overland. The Russians detached 
the Trans-Amur territories in the 19th Century, Outer 
Mongolia in the 20th Century, and can now influence China 
both through the Mongols of Inner Mongolia and the Turki 
peoples of Sinkiang; the Japanese threat to North China 
was felt first through Korea (formerly a tributary state), 
then through Manchuria and Inner Mongolia; while the _ 
power of the Anglo-Indo-Burmese Empire could be sensed 
through Yunnan and Tibet and infinitesimally at Kashgar. 
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De One aspect of the Kuomintang revolution was that of 

a Chinese nationalist rebellion against the Manchus, 

and Kuomintang ideology, as presented in China's Destiny, 
adopted some of the racial theories of the fascists and 
claimed that all the minorities living in China belong 

to the Great Chinese Family (instead of China being 
composed of the five main racial elements recognised in 
the original "Five barred flag" of the Republic) 

and that the Chinese nation “has grown by gradual amal- 
gamation of various stocks into a harmonious and organic 
whole", This ideology in fact implies that it is the 

fate of the different minorities to become good Chinese, 
and is now condemned as Great Hanism (or pan-sinoism), 

In actual practice, the Nanking Government tended to 
follow the policy of its imperial predecessors in the 
treatment of the minorities, with a few western trimmings. 
A Commission on Mongolian and Tibetan Affairs was set 

up in Nanking through which the Central Government was 

to exercise direct control over Mongolia and Tibet. The 
latter country managed to maintain its claims to independence 
by force of arms, but the League and Banners of Inner 
Mongolia were brought under some sort of control by the 
Commission which itself included several Mongol dignitaries. 
The internal government of the several Leagues and Banners 
was supposedly regulated by a complicated code of 3536 
Articles, The Nanking government also did some mapping, 
translated some modern technical literature into Mongol, 
am enlarged the Mongolian and Tibetan College at Peking. 
Nevertheless local Chinese officials on the borders of 
Mongolia continued to exercise pressure on the Mongols 
through their leaders and much land was lost to Chinese 
cultivation, Towards the minority races of the South 

West and West the Kuomintang does not appear to have evoked 
any very positive policy of its own, and in fact inability 
to establish firm administrative control in areas remote 
from Nanking and later the exigencies of the Anti-Japanese 
War precluded the Kuomintang regime from paying attention 
to a comparatively minor problem The Central People's 
Government now accuses the Kuomintang of deliberately 
persecuting the minorities by manipulating their markets, 
overtaxing their products and forbidding them leave their 
areas; such accusations are probably exaggerated, 


6. A study of the first three enclosures to this despatch 
reveals that the Central People's Government intends to 
keep a far closer control on all national minorities in 
China than the Kuomintang could have hoped to do, but that 
in return these groups will be granted a degree of local 
autonomy and will be given considerable assistance from 

the centre in such fields as health and education. The 
minorities’ governments, whether Autonomous Areas or All 
Nationalities’ People’s Joint Governments nay be ef any 


~~ 4 =m 


| preferences to land reform "when the people themselves 

| demand it", Land Reform in a primitive tribe would be 

far more disturbing than in China where property 
relationships are highly developed and have long been 

controlled by a central bureaucracy; such reform would 
in fact probably lead to the destruction of the tribes’ 
social system and its loss as a living entity. The 
educative and sanitary measures of the Central People's 
Government if carried through with perseverance will 
anyhow in time change the tribal structure, but it would 
be idle to speculate on the final outcome of the govern- 
ment's policy. | 


(e Paragraph 7 of Enclosure No. 1 sets out the govern- 
ment's claims in the field of economic reconstruction. 
Current propaganda in this connexion naturally ignores 
the established fact that down to about 1942 trade 
flourished between the tribal areas and China proper. 
Moreover, in Sinkiang the economy has for many years been 
closely tied to that of the U.S.S.R., notably in the 
decade 1932-1942, when Russia deliberately converted ~ 
Sinkiang's economy to her own ends and milked it unmerci- 
fully. After Sheng Shih-tsai's defection in 1942-43, 
trade with the Soviet Union was abruptly cut off and the 
whole province accordingly depressed, but the re-opening 
of the boundary is automatically reviving the flow of 
trade. | 


8. Chinese Communists have been quick to exploit the 
dance as a propaganda medium. In addition to reviving and 
embellishing what is claimed to be a traditional Chinese 
rice planting dance called “Yangko", they have adopted 

the ancient dances of the Mongol®s, the tribes of the 
South West, and of the Muslims of Sinkiang to give colour 
to various national parades. Incidentally the Sinkiang 
dances were traditionally performed by men, since the 
women were in purdah; recent photographs show them being 
performed by women wearing partially Russian clothes and 
doing steps of Russian origin. In this instance dancing 
is evidently being employed for an outright attack on 

the traditional Islamic institutions of the people of 
Sinkiang, and cannot properly be described as "traditional", 


9. The Central Government is very short of officials 
trained to deal sympathetically with primitive people and 
need to train linguists who can speak to the tribesmen 
and help in inventing written scripts for their languages. 
These short-comings are, however, not unrecognised. In 
the last two decades Chinese anthropologists and sociol- 
Ogists have begun to study the minorities of the South 
West, and it is planned to train 50 to 100 more officials 
able to speak the languages of the minorities in the next 
three years. It will be interesting to see whether in 
view of these small numbers, the Chinese will prove able 
toéradicate their deep-rooted prejudice that it is the 
native’s duty to learn Chinese before he approaches a 
Chinese official. In this connexion I enclose a precis 
of an article by Professor Lo Chang-pei published in the 
Kuang Ming Daily of the 28th March, 1951. (Enclosure 4). 


/Profes sor 


Professor Lo is a distinguished linguist of Peking | 
University and the article gives an interesting account - 
of the nationalities’ problem, as seen by a Chinese 
expert in the light of his government's policy. His 
description of Burmo-British and Siamese efforts to. 
detach Yunnanese tribes by cultural penetration is of 
particular interest. 


10, China resembles the Soviet Union in being a multi- 
national country in which one race predominates by virtue 
of its speriority in numbers and civilisation and it is 
apparent that the nationalities’ policy of the Central 
People's Government owes a considerable debt to the 
Soviet Union in the formulation of its current. policy, 
or at least in the terms (nationalities, autonomous 
areas ete.) in which it is formulated. This debt is 
acknowledged in new Chinese literature on the subject 
by copious quotations from the writings of Stalin. It 
will be of interest to study whether or not Chinese 
policy follows Soviet lines in its development, 


ii. I of Feat ing copies of this despatch,for the 
preparation am once again mainly indebted to Mr. Me 
Buxton, second Secretary to this Mission, to His Majesty's 
Representatives at Moscow, Washington and Singapore. 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 
oir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


as aS 


(L. H. Lamb ) 
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MEMORANDUM 
NATIONAL MINORITIES 


April, 1951 


fthe material for this memorandum has been taken from Chinese Press 
over the period 15th December, 1950 = 15th April, 1951. The People's 
Handbook 1951 and the Common Programme/ 


Political 
le Article 51 of the Common Programme reads? 


"Regional National Autonomy shall be instituted in areas where 

where national minorities are aggregated, and autonomous national 
organs shall be set up according to the size of their respective 
populations and size of the regione In all areas where nationalities 
gre mixed and national autonomous areas, each nationality shall have 


the proper number of representatives in the local organ of state 
power", 


There have been many reports of the gradual establishment of re= 
_gional autonomy for national minorities. Two forms of government 
have been devised to provide regional autonomy, the Autonomous 


Area People's Government ( rs 38 we AB, ) and the All Nationalities 
| People's Joint Government ( 4.7% = 


(a) (The Autonomous Area People's Government is designed for an area 
isolely or overwhelmingly occupied by one minority race. It 
may range in size from Inner Mongolia (see Peking letter to 
China and Korea Department No. $/0 147 of April 20th) to a 
forest tribe of South West China. Its internal structure is 
not laid down, but since it is broadly the policy of the Cen= 
tral Government to leave unchanged the social and religious 
structure of the minorities it seems that the present leaders 
of the minorities (tribal chiefs, priests, lamas, princes etce) are 
aIintainire their positions and the internal structure of the 
autonomous area Will therefore vary with each unit. The re= 
lationship of the Government of an Autonomous Area to the 
regular levels of People's Government is flexible, depend on 
the size of the Autonomous Areae Inner Mongolia comes directly 
under the Central People's Government (a recently published 
map indicates that when Tibet is liberated it will also bes 
come an Autonomous Area subject only to the Centre); of others 
that have already been set up, some come under the Province, 
others under the Administrative District and others are only 


of sufficient size to rate as ch'fl (neighbourhood) or hsgiang 
(Administrative village) 


The All Nationalities! People's Joint Government is designed 

for areas where races are mixed and it is impossible to give 

autonomy to anyone racee These Joint Governments have a Council 

on which each race is represented in proportion to its numerical 
| gtrength, When the Joint Government covers a considerable area 

it may have a number of lesser Autonomous Area Governments 
beneath it. This principle is extended up to Military and Poli- 
tical Committee of the Central South Area, three of whose 


y the Committee of the South Western 


Yunnan 


; 
Ux eA) 
ment desi : 


oe 2 e 
4 % and the Joint Government Councils are elected by the Conferencesy 


le The task of expleining the policies of the Central People's Govern- 
ment to the minorities falls firstly on the People's Liberation 
Army (the political work of the PLA was particularly prominent in 
the Tibetan area of Hsikang occupied in the autumn of 1950) and then 
on local officialse The latter appear to exercise much of their 
influence through Representatives’ Conferences. A typical one, held 
in the Administrative District of Ningerh, South Yunna; first 
affirmed loyalty to the Central People's Government ixfits task 
of eliminating Imperialism, opposing America and aiding Korea, and 


then elected a Joint Government Council and gave it the following 
tasks: 


(a) Continue to strengthen unity between the minority racese 


(b) Equal co-operation between minorities, and common de= 
development on a basis of mutual help. 


(c) Continue to promote Area Autonomy and to set up Joint Governments. 


(d) Tribal warfare should ceases 


(e) Quarrels should be settled by the All Nationalities! People's 
Consultative Conference. 


.| To strengthen the bonds between the centre and the peripheral minori- 
ties, the Central People's Government encourages the exchange of visits. 
A Central visiting group of some hundred members has recently returned 
from a seven months visit to the South West, where, working in small 
teams, the visitors had surveyed local living conditions, explained 
the nationalities! policy of the Central People's Government and as= 
sisted in the establishment of Autonomous Area Governmentse In returh, 
many minority parties have visited Peking, where they have been cor 
dially welcomed and entertained by the Central People's Government. 
Many brought gifts to Chairman Mao. A big group took part in the 
October lst Celebrations, both as honoured spectators and paraderss 


6» The structure of regional autonomy is by no means complete, but it 
is perhaps of interest to see how far the government has progressed 
in the various provinces concernede 


Inner Mohgoliae An Autonomous Area directly under the Central People's 
Government. ) 


are Two League Autonomous Areas, covering the Olanchmb and Heghe 
Jo (Ordos) Mongols respedtively come directly under the Provincial 
Government. | 


Kansu.e The Choni Autonomous Area is under provincial control, .There 
are also four autonomous areas under administrative districts: 


(Kuichuan) Edsingol Banner Aytonomous Area (Mongol) 
" North Kansu ” . 
(Wuwei) Tienchu i" " 


(Linhsia) Tunghsiang : n fn 


Ninghsia. The Alashan Banner Autonomous Area (Mongol) is directly 
under the Provincial Government. 3 


Chinghai, Two Government Construction Bureaux at Ch'ilien and 
Tienmalai. | aye | : | ion 
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of the Bogdo Ula massif. 


y 
Hsikange There are foud Government Construction Bureaux under Adminis= 
trative Districts. 


(K'angting) Chint' ang 
(Hsichang) Ningtung 


or Chinke 


(Ningyuan) Luning 


The whole of the Hsichang Administrative District will evetually be 
covered by either autonomous areas or joint governments. There is a 
Tibetan Autonomous Area (at K'angting) (otherwise known as Tachienlu) 
in which 12 out of 20 hsiens (districts) have either autonomous area 
governments or joint governments. 


Yunnan has one Government Construction Bureau promoted to hsien and 
fifteen other Government Construction Bureaux; the latter are as 
follows: 


(Menet zu Lungwu 

(Ningerh Ningchiang 
Ts' angyuan 

(Paoshan) Yingchiang 
Lianghao 
Lienshan 
Lungch' uan 
Kengma 
Lushui 
Juili 
Ninglang 
Techtin (Atuntzu) 
Kungshan 
Fukung 
Pikiang 


| Kueichow. In Chen yuan Administrative District there is one Government 


Construction Bureau promoted to hsien, namely Leishan hsien. There is 
also a Miao Autonomous Area in the Kaili area. 


ONOMIC 
Economically, the Government has adopted various measures to enabler ‘the 
minorities to sell their peculiar products and purchase grain, salt and 
manufactured goods. Communications have been greatly improved in ‘the 
difficult areas of Hsikang and West Ssuchuan by the restoration of new 
roads and as a result, large quantities of tea are moving through’ nee 
kang into Tibet proper, and musk and wool are coming from Tibet 
the Chinese market. The Government is also taking an active part in nn. 
marketing, by fixing local prices of wool, skins etc. in terms of, gi Sa 
tea, and salt in a manner favourable to the minorities, by large scale 
buying and selling through state trading organs and by organising 
cooperatives. As a result of these measures (which may have been Con= 
siderably facilitated by the recent rise in world wool prices), there _ 
has been a great trade revival in such markets as Ya~an and Sining, 
and tribes that have been isolated for twenty and thirty years have . 
renewed their contacts with the Chinese. In Sinkiang, which differs: ne 
from other minority areas in being an area of intensive « oasis - 
vation, the livelihood of the people has been improved bj 
increase of trade with i Soviet Union and ee * cf b redv 
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form of Locust Teams and through the two Sino-Soviet Joint Companies 
for the exploitation of rare metals and petroleum, It is not the 
policy of the Central Government to introduce land reform into 
minority areas except on the clear demand of the people concerneds 
In a few areas of Sinkiang and Chinghai a beginning has been made 
through the reduction of land rents and the matter has been dis- 
cussed in Hsikang and Yunnans 


Cultural 
Article 53 of the Common Programme reads 


"411 national minorities shall have freedom to develop their spoken 
and written languages and to maintain or reform their customs and 
practices, and freedom of religious beliefs. The People's Govern- 
ment should assist the broad masses of the national minority peoples 
in advancing their political, economic, cultural and educational 
enterprises." 


The type of cultural work undertaken for each minority must of course 
depend on its own stage of development. Typical news item are: 


20% to 30% of the middle school students of Kueichow will be from 
minority racese 


A new written language is being devised for the Yis of Sikange A 
telegraphic code for Turki has been adopted in Sinkiang; previously 
messages had to be translated into Chinese before despatch. The de= 
lay in adopting such a code may have been due to the necessity of 
training telegraphists literate in Turki. 


In Sinkiang the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin are available 
in Chinese, Russian, Uighur and Kazakh. There is a Tibetan newspaper 
in Chinghai. 


Tibetan cadres are being trained in basic Marxism. 


Minorities are much encouraged to express themselves in their tradi-« 
tional dances, songs, festivals and eoftumes. : 


A Central Nationalities! Academy has been set up at an unknown locality, 


It has some two hundred pupils. 


The scientific study by Chinese scholars of the backwaré minorities 
of China, which was for many years a monopoly of European savants, 
occupied the attention of many Chinese linguists when the Government 
and many universities moved to West China in 193839; it has now 
received more impetus from the Central Government which has admitted 
the lack of Chinese cadres of a calibre and trainihg adequate for 
work amongst the minorities and is taking steps to train thom, 


Within the next three years it is planned to train from 50 to 100 
linguistic cadrese 


Enclosure No. 2 to Peking despatch No.1i77 of 4th May, 1951. 


Translation 
PEOPLE'S DAILY, March 22, 1951. 


Translated by: Jd@ 
Checked by: MPB 


SOME RESOLUTIONS OF THE CENTRAL PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT PO- 
ITICAL AFFAIRS YUAN CONCERNING THe AFFAIRS OF NATIONA- 
lities. 


The political affairs meeting of the Political Affairs 
Yuan / State Administration Council/ of the Central People's 
Government, after having heard the report given by Li Wei- 
han, Chairman of the Central Commission of Nationalities* 
Affairs on the participation of the representatives of various 
minority nationalities in the celebrations of the National 


Day and the report by, Shen chyn~ Ju, head of the Government 


Goodwill Mission to e lilnority Nationalities s ng | the 


visit to the minority nationalities in the Northwest, an 

after having also studied the various reports made by Liu Ke- 
ping, head of the Government Goodwill Mission to the Minority 
Nationalities, regarding the visit to the minority nationali- 
ties in the southwest provinces, made the following decisions: 


(1) The Larger Administrative Areas Military and Poli- 
tical Commissions (people's governments) must direct their 
provincial, minicipal or administrative area people's govern- 
ments concerned to extend conscientiously national minority 
area autonomy and the policies and systems of the national 
democratic coalition government, and whenever necessary re- 

ort to the Political Affairs Yuan /State Administration 

ouncil/ their experiences in making this extension. When 
it is necessary to seek instructions from the Political 
Affairs Yuan before taking action, this should be done. 


(2) The Larger Administrative Areas Military and Poli- 
tical Commissions (people's Governments) must direct the 
people’s governments of their provinces, municipalities and 
administrative areas concernedko carry out conscientiously 
and systematically the provisional programme promges se ¢ bd 
the Political Affairs Yuan / State Administration. Council 
in 1950 for training up minority nationality cadres, and 
periodically inspect the circumstances under which this work 
is carried out and report to the Political Affairs Yuan 
f/f State Administration Council/. 


(3) At a convenient time in_the second half of this 
year the Political Affairs Yuan / State Administration 
Council/7 will simultaneously call three specialist confe- 

-rences dealing with health, education and trade for the 
minority nationalities, make the Cultural and Educational 


Committee and Financial nd Economic Committee of the 
Political Affairs Yuan State Administration Gounci 


responsible for directing the Ministries of Health, Hduca- 
tion and Trade to begin preparations / for these conferen- 
ces/ and also instruct the Central Commission of the Nationa- 
lities Affairs to assist in carrying out the work. Other 
organisations concerned such as the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Ministry of Cuatural Affairs must also appoint peo- 
ple to participate. | | | 


(4) To instruct all saumibtove ministries, e¢ - 

ited , a SON ommiS- — 

ppones ,Zugns, administrations and bakks of the Benteett 
rovernment to concentrate on setting up enterprises | 
for the affairs of the nationalities, ee 
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spoken and written languages of the nationalities: the 


committee shall be formed of members of the Cultural md 
Educational Committee of the Political Affairs Yuan 
State Administration Council/ and shall direct and orga- 


nise research into the spoken and written languages of 
the minority nationalities and help those who still do 
not possess a written language to create a witten lan- 
guage aS well as help those whose written language is in- 
complete to enrich their language gradually. 


(6) To inerease the number of members off the Central 
Commission of the Nationalities’ Affairs and to make the 
Commission responsible for submittine the proposed supple- 
mentary nominal list and also to prepare for the enlarged 
meeting of the Central Sommission of the Nationalities’ 
Affairs which will be summoned in the second half of this 
year, in order to review and sum up the experience from 
the extension of the nationalifies area autonomy as well 
as the nationalities democratic coalition government. 


February Sth, 1951. 


*Translator's Note: 


"Nationalities ” refers to nationals and Paoples of 


non-Chinese race or language who live in nese 


territory. 
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Enclosure No. 3 to Peking Despatch No 177 
Of 4th May, 1951, 


Policy Towards Nationalities. 


Article 50 


All nationalities within the boundary of the People’s Republic 
of China shall be equal. Unity and mutual help shall be 
effected among them to oppose imperialism and the public 

enemies within these nationalities so that the People’s Republic 
of China may become a big family of fraternity and co-operation 
among all nationalities. Greater nationalism and narrow nation- 
alism shall be opposed and acts of discrimination, oppression 
and splitting the unity or the various nationalities shall be 
prohibited. 


Article 51. 


Regional national autonomy shall be instituted in areas where 
national minorities are aggregated, and autonomous national 
organs shall be set up according to the size of their respective 
populations and size of the region. In all areas where nation- 
alities are mixed and national autonomous areas, each nationality 
shall have the proper number of representatives in the local 
organ of state power, 


Article 52. 


All national minorities within the territory of the People" S 
Republic of China shall have the right to join the People's 
Liberation Army and to organise people's local public security 
forces in accordance with the uniform national military system. 


Article 53. 


All national minorities shall have freedom to develop their 

spoken and written languages and to maintain or reform their 

cus toms and practices, and freedom of religious beliefs, The 
People's Government should assist the broad mass of the national 
minority peoples in advancing their political, economic, cultural, 
and educational enterprises. 


~ T L 


X anc MING JIH PAO, Peking, 28th March, 1951. 


Translated bys JPT 


IT IS URGENTLY NECESSARY TO STUDY THE LANGUAGES OF THE MINORITY 
NATIONALITIES WITHIN THE COUNERY 


~ae By Lo Chang=pei --= 


a 

Stalin said that Ratt enality as a collective whole needs a 
common language. China is a country of many nationalities, each with 
its own language. Chairman Mao has also urged the Chinese Communists 
to respect the languages, customs and religious beliefs of all minority 
nationalities. It has also been accurately laid down in the Common 
Programme that the minority nationalities shall have the freedom of 
developing their own spoken and written languages. Any assistance 
given to the minority nationalities should begin with the raising of 
their cultural level, which in turn should begin with an investigation, 
study and understanding of their spoken languages. 


In the past, Chinese scholars paid very little attention to the 
study of these languagese The few books, such as "Chinese Transla- 
tions of Barbarians! Languages", that were written dealt merely with 
phoneticisations with Chinese characters. Some Western missionaries 
and diplomatic officials, motivated by curiosity and the thought of | s 
aggression, have put out some rudely~edited dictionaries and grammarse 
One common difficulty experienced by both the Chinese and Western 
scholars however is the lack of any written languages on the part of 
most of these minority nationalities. It then naturally takes through= 
ly~trained linguists to undertake the difficult work of investigating 
these languagess 


Following the outbreak of the Sino~Japanese War, linguistic re= 
search workers moved into Szechuang, Yunan and Kweichow and came into 
personal contacts with many minority nationalities with their different 
spoken languagese HeRe Davis} an Englishman, said that nowhére else 
in the world are the languages and dialects so diverse as those in 
the region on the southea$tern border of Yunnan and in those areas of 
Indo-China and other countries south of this region. During the eight 
years of the War of Resistance against Japan, we made some preliminary 
achievements in this connection. In the field of the T'ai language, 
Li Fang-kwei, Chang Kun, Lo Chang=-pei, and Hsing Kung-yuan investigated 
respectively the Paiyi language at Chentung, the Paiyi language at 
Yingchiang, the Paiyi language at Lienshan, and the T'ai language at 
Loping. In the field of the Y i language, scholars: investigated the 
Sanmin language, the Hehyi language at Wuting, the Hehyi language at 
Kunming and Hsinping, the Woni language at Hsinping, and the Lisu 
language at Fukung.e In the field of the Nahsi language, scholars in+ 
vestigated the Motzu language at Lichiang and the Motzu language at 
Weihgi. In areas of the provinces other than Yunnan, scholars in= 
vestigated the Chientai language, the Mo language, the Shuilu language, 
and the Yanghuang language in Kwangsi, the Chungchia language in Wei-~ 


chow, and the Chiang language and the Chiajung language in Western 
Szechuang. 


No progress was made at all in this connection in the few years 
immediately following the capitulation of Japan, In the autum of 1950, 
the Central People's Government sent two visiting delegations respectively 
to Southwest China and Northwest China. In order to conducté investi- 
gations of languages, the Academy of Sciences of China sent four 
linguistic research workers respectively to Sikang, Yunnan, Kweichow, 


*Major Davis in his book on Yunnan which though writt afore 19] . 
still a standard text-book on the Geography sf the qrovimer 


- 2 


g 7 and Sinkiang, in company with the visiting delegations. The most 
notable achievement so far made in this connection was the com= 
pletion, by a linguistic research worker Chen Shih-lin, of the plan 
of spelling for the language of the Yi nationality in Sikang. An 
account of Chen Shih=lin's work was published in the People's Daily 
and the Kuang Ming Jih Pao respectively on 5th and 6th March this 
years 


Most of the minority nationalities do not have any written 
languages. Those written languages found among a few nationalities 
are so complicated that they do not serve the broad masses of people. 
Our first task therefore is to create written languages for those 
nationalities without them and to simplify the complicated languages 
for those nationalities whose present written languages are inade= 
quate to serve the broad massese 


Our plan is to train between 50 and 100 Jinguistic cadres in 
three yearse We intend to request some colleges to start departments 
of linguistics and to enroll juniors and seniors in colleges, senior 
middle school graduates, and especially brilliant youths of the 
minority nationalities for this special intensive training in the 
minority nationalities' languages, the nationalities policies, and 
the history of the minority nationalities. 


In the past, we were indifferent to the problems of the minority 
j nationalities. Foreigners in the service of the imperialist nations 
with aggressive ambitions however began long ago to pay attention to 
this point, Several tens of years ago, they edited dictionaries and 
| grammars of the Tibetan, Mongolian, Manchurian, Hehyi, and Paiyi languages. 
Foreign missionaries created phonetic languages for the Miao, Shantou, 
and Lisu nationalities. The result was that there were people of the 
Shantou nationality fighting bravely in the British Army in World War 
II. In 1934 I came to make friends with two persons of the Chashan 
nationality in Tali, Yunnam, They had eight or nine years of educa 
tion in a British school in Burman. They had a good knowledge of 


Burmese, some knowledge of English, but no knoWledge of Chinese except 
a few words in the Lushui dialect. 


They knew many personages in Western history, but did not know 
even one single personage of their fatherland, either ancient or 
contempprary. Once I told a story about the Age of Spring and Autumn. 
They were surprised and asked me, "The Republic of China has only 
(a héstory of) 32 years. Why did you talk about things several thou~ 

( sand years ago?" During the time of the War of Resistance against 

| Japan, the enamy plotted, by means of his language policy, a separatist 

| movement among the Siamese=speaking Paiyi, Tungjen, Lujen, Shuihu, 

| Yanghuang, Tsaochia, Chungchia, and other minority nationalities in 

_ the three provinces of Yunnan, Kweichow and Kwangsi, One native at 

_ Shihlin in Lunanhsien, Yunkn told a tourist that his ancestors had 
moved from Thailand more than 1000 years ago. Spread of such poison 
is immeasurably more dreadful than that of bacterial germs. In order — 
to assist the minority nationalities in developing their patriotisn, 
it is urgently necessary to study their languages. 


Traces of the minority nationalities! past cultures are still to 
be found in their languages. People of the Hehyi nationality in the 
wicinity of Kunming call wives "needle=threading women" and call mar~ 
riage "purchase of women", People of the Chiutzu nationality use one 
noun for "linen","@lothes", and "bedcloths". The character " JH * 
(meaning wind and pronounced FENG) gets its sound from " A, " (meaning 
all and pronounced FAN) " f§ " (meaning mist and pronounced LAN) is 
a character having the same terminal sound as "FENG", The character 
"LAN" is pronounced LAM in Kwangtung. It may thus be inferred that 
the character "FENG" was pponounced in ancient times with the mouth 
shut toward the end, giving a "M" ending. In one of the Yi language 
Wind is called "Brum", which has become "RIUMG" (in Tibetan of the 
classical style) and "LUNG" (in Tibetan of t 
"LONG" (in the language of the Tan nationalit 


The character K'UNG (meaning a hole) appears to have no 
outward connections with the Siamese "KLONG" (meaning a round 
tube) and the Siamese "KLOANG" (meaning empty). But if we quote, 
from Duke Ching Wen of the Sung Dynasty, "K'ung is called K'u 
Lung", you will surely agree that the connection made between 
the Chinese Ktung or K'u Lung and the Siamese KLONG or KLOANG 
is not too abrupt. 


It is impossible and also against the law of nationalities' 
development to compél all nationalities to use a common language 
at the stage of new democracy. Stalin has told us that the so= 
cialist revolution will increase the number of languages, because 
it will bring up many hitherto unknom or little-known nationdlities 
from the lowest level to the political platform. He has also 
explained that it is only at the second staffe of the proletarian 
dictatorship that things like the common language will come into 
existence following the formation of the united socialist world 
economy which will have then replaced the capitalist world economy. 
With the consolidation of the socialist world economic system at 
the next stage of the proletarian dictatorship and with the entry 
of socialism into the daily living of all nationalities, according 
to Stalin, the various nationalities will profoundly believe the 
common language superior to their individual languages and that 
the differences among the nationalities and the languages of the 
nationalities will begin to pass out of existence. 


People of 42 brother nationalities participated in the cele- 
bration of the first anniversary of the founding of the People's 
Republic of China on 1lgt October, 1950, and their speeches were 
recorded on records, In order to facilitate economic, cultural 
and political cooperations, small-scale common languages may be 


created for those minority nationalities whose languages come under 
the same family. With a view to consolidating the united front of 
all nationalities of China, people of the various nationalities 
may at the same time voluntarily study the nationalities’ common 
language of the People's Republic of China. | 
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current developments in the policy of the 
Central People's Government towards 
minority races in China, wtth-¢xeat 
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POREIGN OFFICE, S,W. 4. 
25th July, 1951. 


I have read with interest your despatch 
No. 177 of kth May in which you describe current 


developments in the policy of the Central People's 


: 


Goverment towards minority races in China, 
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thanks to those whe assisted you in its. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
PEKING. 


27th June, 1951. 


No, S/O srrninseneeommnnsntenianrc Sart cor. Y 
Cee FC (625 [> 


RESTRICTED ne all 


or ig 
Dear Department, FCuryes 


Please refer to Feking despatch No. 177 of 4th May in which we 
described some steps taken by the Central People's Government to 
implement Articles 50 to 53 of the Common Programme, which outline the 
policy adopted towards nationalities, 


2. Many of the names by which the Chinese refer to these non-Chinese 
racial minorities within their borders are written with the dog radical 
A or the pig radicals @ and 3 _ , thereby indicating the old 
Chinese contempt for their wild and brutish neighbours. There exist 
place names which are similarly insulting (cf. + # Pacifying Lolos, 
a town in Yunnan), and also inscriptions set up to commemorate Chinese 
victories over the barbarians, . Pursuant to the policy of strengthening 
(~national unity by fostering mutual respect between peoples of different 
race, the Political Affairs Yuan issued a directive on the 16th May 
_ ordering the contemptuous names to be revised; owing to. the peculiarities 
| of the Chinese script this can be done without altering the sound or 
? meaning of the word and indeed the Kuomintang have already shewn the way 
by ch changing the name of the lisu from 47% 4% to 4% 1% or # 
Derogatory inscriptions are also to be removed from prominent positions 
such as on stone tablets recording some triumph over the local tribal 
savages, 


3. Names of races and places will be examined by local government 
committees and, where found to be contemptuous, are to be revised after 
consultation with the minority concerned, In important cases Central 
Government approval must be sought. 


4.  Wany of the insulting inscriptions may happen to be valuable 
historical documents. In this case they are to be specially preserved 
for reference. Where, however, an inscription cannot conveniently be 
removed, it is not to be destroyed, but an explanatory notice should be 
di splayed beside it-by way of antidote. mi 


5. The directive stresses the need for propaganda, education and con- 
sultation in the areas affected, amongst both the minorities and the 
local Chinese; the changes are ’ only to be effected when people really 
understand the need. The question of revising school text books, 
histories etc. is to be investigated. 


6. This sudden solicitude for the susceptibilities of long despised 
subject races is particularly striking in comparison with the concurrent 
volume of unrestrained and wscrupulous - and, one might aptly add, almost 
primitive - propaganda of vilification against the U.S.A. and toa "lesser 
degree the United Kingdom..’ The ability to use disparaging terms in 
referring to others (i.e. non-Chinese) is a traditional and inherent. 
component of "face", and this cynical Wlicacy of the Central: People's 
Government for the feelings of their "minority brethren" indicates the 
extent to which Chinese, regardless of their oe rag complexion, are 
prepared to Beers in nake-believe without. the the least sense of shame or 


_ fenbarrasmnent. 


China and Korea Departnent, 
i shee beans nose 


embarrassment. To revile arrogantly for centuries and to appease 
insincerely on the spur of the moment is all in the day's work of the 
mandarin (both ancient and modern). All this brings to our mind 
Article LI of the Sino-British Treaty of Tientsin of 1858 which 
contains the following peculiar provision: "It is agreed that hence- 
forward the character " (barbarian) shall not be applied to 
the government or subjects of Her Britannic Majesty in any official 
document issued by the Chinese authorities either in the Capital or 
in the Provinces", 


We are sending copies of this letter to Singapore and Moscow, 


Yours ever, 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
PEKING. 


3rd July, 1951- 


(10111/11/51) 
RESTRICTED 


Mt as i) 


wat’, 


With reference to my despatch No. 177 of she L have the honour 
to report that, following up its Nationalities! Policy,the Central 
'{~People's Government opened a Central Nationalities! College at Peking 
a the Jith June, 1951. The college is to be the leading institution 
for the education of cadres for minority areas; it will also do research 
Sinto the language and “culture of the minorities and organise editing 
and translation work. 


2. At the moment the college provides the followlng courses: 


(a) Courses of from four to six months for military and political 
cadres of a rank equivalent to Neighbourhood Head: 


Iwo year political courses of a more advanced nature open to those 
who pass the first course satisfactorily, to cadres who have been 
engaged in revolutionary work for two years or more, and to 
suitable middle school graduates; : 


(c) There will also be two year language courses, for both Chinese 
and minority students. 


3. Branches of the Central Nationalities! College are to be set up in 
North-West, South-liest and Central South China; while provinces, special 
administrative areas and districts may set up smaller schools and 

\. training classes as they are needed. All these institutions, from the 
Central College downwards, are for cadres, and their primary concern is 
to give basic political training, which for the long courses includes 
Chinese history, contemporary Chinese affairs, the history and contemporary 
state of China's national minorities, the Common Programme, the govern- 
ment's nationalities! policy, the thought of Mao Tse-tung, and Marxist- 
Leninist theory. The short term classes will be of a more practical 

(nature. "In all Nationalities! Schools it is necessary to develop the 

- spirit of the Common Programme, to check the deviations of Great 

| Nationalism and Narrow Nationalism and to develop among the nationalities 

| a working style characterised by mutual respect, equality, unity and 

~ friendly co-operation". Classes will be conducted in the local language, 
but those who join the long term courses will be expected to study both 
spoken and written Chinese. The courses are ney intended for non- 
Chinese, but the attendance of a certain number of/ aPSEeS is permitted. 
lt.is intended that all minority cadres will pass through these courses 
in rotation. 


; 


4. The aim of these establishments is of course peahicly. politcal, 

The Government is interested in training members of the various national 
minorities to carry out the central policy in their own areas, technical 
training being eae aot relegated to a secondary position. When these 
young minority cadres, now partially educated and indoctrinated with the 
revolutionary fervour of Cohan a. ee ee return to Sregpe native 
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borderlands, they will no doubt endeavour to rouse the "patriotism" of 
their fellow nationals, and to awaken them and reform their thoughts. 


5. The Central People's Government's expectations in this direction 
may be illustrated by the following extract from an article written by 
Li Wei-han in celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the Chinese 
Communist Party (People's China, lst July, 1951, page 36): 


"The Central People's Government and local People's Governments 
extend all possible help to the national minorities to develop their 
cultural and educational affairs and also train a large ntmber of 
cadres from among all nationalities with a view to eliminating step 
by step the actual inequalities between the various nationalities 
which have resulted from historical conditions over a long period. 


The various nationalities have to carry through a national- 
democratic revolution. lWhen political equality has been established 
the various national minorities will gradually introduce democratic 
reforms in their own regions in accordance with their respective 
requirements and on their ow initiative. When the content of New 
Democracy is umited with suitable national forms the future holds 
great and bright prospects for the development of the national 
minorities," 


6. One of the undesirable features of this facet of the Central People's 
Government's programme of intensive and expansive indoctrination within 
the Chinese political. frontier is the detrimental effect which it is 
likely to have upon members of the same tribes living across the borders, 
that is on Shans (Thais), Kachins and lisu in Burma and, though probably 
to a lesser extent, on Tibetans and other races within the sphere of 
influence of India. The governments of Burma and India will, it is hoped, 
not fail to be on their guard against a Chinese expansionist policy masked 
by a revolutionary movement within their frontiers. 


I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Ambassadors 
at Washington, Moscow and Rangoon, the High Commissioner for the United 
Kingdom at New Delhi and to the Commissioner General for South East Asia 
at Singapore. 


L have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 

Sir, ) 
Your obedient Servant, 


“Mu AN. 
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(L.H. LAMB) 
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eee 3 oe This is an interesting despatch, but is perhaps 
too closely linked with the rather long report to 
which it relates to be suitable for printing - 

much of the first paragraphs would be obscure without 
the report for reference. This despatch and 
particularly the report would certainly be of very 
real interest to bodies like the Royal Asian Society 
if channels existed through which it could properly 
be transmitted, 


wt is noteworthy that the minorities number some 
twenty million and occupy a large part of the 
provinces of ChiQ{nghai, Sikang, Yunnan, Kweichow,o.A 
Szechuen and it is understandable as a matter of 
strategic policy and internal order that the Chinese 
L\>Communists are anxious to bring these minorities 
~~ into the Communist order of things. Such 
considerations may well make the problem of greater 
urgency than it would have been if the minorities 
had occupied a strategically less important portion 
of the country. But the real reason for the Communist 
interest in the minorities can be traced back to 
general considerations of Communist policy. The 
Communists insist upon integrating every section 
of the population into the Communist order and this 
is not possible unless the people themselves are 
trained to be Communists and use is made of their own 
languages, 


The Russian Communists realised at a very early 
Stage that it Was quite useless to try and make | 
Communists of the Chuvash or Mordvin peoples or for 
that matter of any of the lesser nationalities unless 
the whole approach was in their own language, largely 
by their own people. Hence, the emphasis upon minority 
languages in the U.S.S.R. The same thing seems to 
be happening in China, There is the same emphasis 
upon languages and upon training members of the 
minorities to become Communist officials and educators. 
In return for the semblance of cultural autonomy they, 
like the minorities in the U.S.S.R., are for the first 
time in history facing total and quite irrevocable | 


assimilation. The Miao or the Yi will be chanting 
; ; } - 
/Mao ae 


Mao and Lenin, using the paper People's Currency, 
looking to the Politburo in Peking for inspiration 
and in fact becoming a complete ChineseCommnist, 
even though he may do it in a language totally 
incomprehensible to the Chinese and may himself know 
little or no Chinese at least in the present 
generation. The Communist minority policy is not 

an act of cultural liberation as it is held out to 
be in Communist propaganda - it is merely a Communist 
device for the implementation of policy. 
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COND IDENTLIAL 


B 28th September, 1951, 


Sit, 


With reference to my despatch No.“177 (10111/5/51) of the Ath May, 

1951, I have the honour to enclose a.translation of an interesting 
report.on the "nationalities", or racial minorities in South West China. 
This report was presented to the 84th Meeting of the Political Affairs 

. YWan on the lith May, 1951, by Mr. liu Ke-P'ing, the leader of a 

| Delegation sent by the Central People's Government to visit the 

, national minorities in the South west, and was approved by the same 
meeting. 


2s This report shows that the three groups into which the Delegation 
was divided (one covering Sikang, the second Yfinnan, and the third 
Kweichow) made good use of their eight months in the field and 
accomplished their task admirably according to their lights. Apart 
from its interest as a Chinese study of the minorities problem in 
South west China, the report affords further illustrations of the bias 
given to facts to make them accord with the current official theories 
that 1s so characteristic of Communist practice, though, df 

too much weight should not be given to the oneirocriticism at, the end 
of the first part. Nevertheless after due allowance has been made 
for such bias in the authors, who necessarily-had—te—holt imperialists 
ultimately responsible for all that was wrong in the area visited and 
to minimize the wrong-doing of the Chinese (such as, for instance, 

the wicked merchants in Part IIl, Section B, paragraph 1, whose 
nationality is studiedly not mentioned), as well as to discount the 
work of foreign missionaries, this report (particularly Part II, para- 
graphs 2 and 3) provides some useful confirmation of my despatch 
under reference. ) 


3. The estimates of the numbers of the minority nationalities given 
in the first paragraph of Part Il are of interest, together with the 
revelation that the Tibetans as.a whole are now regarded as just 
another minority, and that Muslims are classed as an individual 
nationality when this interpretation suits propaganda requirements. 


4. Though the political proposals given in Section 4 of Part Il 

fail to disclose the actual mechanics of establishing nationalities’ 
Autonomous Governments, they show that the Central People's Government's 
policy is to work through trained cadres of the nationality concerned. 

In this the Chinese authorities are doubtless largely influenced by 

the realisation that there are still many areas where Chinese can only 
penetrate in force, and that in these areas the use of native cadres 

is about the only means of working on minorities, while even in more 
tractable areas it is the most effective method. It is perhaps worth 
noting that in paragraph 2 of this Section a reference 1s made to the 
need for tact and discretion in respect of Chinese names given to places 
etcetera in minorities' areas (see Peking S/0 letter No.277 (10111/8/51) 
of the 27th June, 1951, to the China and Korea Department), but that at. the 
beginning of Part II there occur as a place name the characters Romanised 
as lifan (or "Regulating the Barbarians"), 9 ie : 
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d¢  i1n connexion with Section B of Part III of this report, it may be 
stated that the former pattern of trade in these areas of the South 
west generally consisted of a series of markets, varying from small 
local markets commonly held every five days, through larger markets 

such as that at Yingpankai which was the main contact of the Lisus of 
the middle Salween with the outside world, to the large annual Loma Hui 
at Tali, frequented by people from all parts of the South west... At 
these markets, some of which were held at convenient places that were 
only occupied on market day, but most of which were attached to a 
village or town, people of all races met and exchanged their goods. 

L am inclined to doubt whether the people of minority nationalities 

were in fact so badly swindled at these markets; but the markets were 
often supplemented by the enterprise of Chinese pedlars, who are sure 
to have driven unconscionable bargains. These pedlars would venture 
into tribal territory taking in iron, salt and cotton goods, and 
bringing out native products, among which the raw materials of Chinese 
medicines played an important part. Barter was the main form of 
exchange, but Indo-Burmese rupees, Tibetan silver, and Yfinnan half- 
dollars all circulated in various areas. Paper money was never liked 
or trusted. Communications, as the report points out, are poor, but 
this does not unduly distress the local population. To give one 
example, Tibetan caravans would take a year on the return journey to 
Puerh to fetch tea and these expeditions (which were thoroughly enjoyed) 
were planned to allow a visit to the Tali fair and a pilgrimage to a 
shrine near Tali en route. The report does not hide the Central 
People's Government's intention of taking hold of those trading facilities 
and, by the use of state-trading organs and co-operatives as well, of 
getting a strangle-hold on the economic life of the minorities. The 
Central People's Government evidently will seek to displace monetary 
units still in local circulation by their paper currency. The 
references to transportation in paragraph 3 of this section suggest 
that improved communications are required not so much to give the- 
minorities better access to markets as to give the Chinese easier access 
to the minorities. This impression is heightened by the raptorial 
attitude to taxation disclosed in the subsequent section on public grain 
and revenue. 


6. The section on Gulture, Bducation and Health brings out several 
interesting points. More than a trace of "Sinoism" can be detected in 
the reference to the "religious scripts and languages" of the Shans and 
Tibetans, which suggests that however much native languages are to be 
encouraged Chinese is to remain the administrative language in the 
good old style, The reference to the use of Persian and Arabic among 
the Muslims in the South west is somewhat exaggerated. With reference 
to the grudging reference to the good work of missionaries in devising 
scripts for the illiterate nationalities in this area, it is an interesting 
though dismal reflection that what was intended to bring to those peoples 
the Christian Bible is about to be exploited ( aragraph 2 ad fin) as a 
means of making available to them the Marxist/leninist counterparts. 
The description of medical conditions in these parts might equally apply 
to the rest of China; and no mention is made of goitre. Here again, 
it will be noted, there is a most grudging note in the reference made 
to the "quite significant effect" of the good work in public health 
carried on by those culturally aggressive imperialists the missionaries. 
There is on the other hand obvious enthusiasm in the insistence that 
most of the minority youth is versed in singing and dancing, which arts 
the Chinese Communists have fully utilised as a medium of propaganda. 


7. Section D of Part III of the report correctly points out that in) 
the South west the minority races are living along China's 3,000 k.m.~- 
long frontier, many of them astride it, of whom the Kachins (Shant'ou) 
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are singled out for special mention. It is even claimed that more than 
five hundred Chinese Kachins are now serving the British (sic) in 

Burma, and a good imperialist scare of a threat to South Szechwan is 
worked up starting from this and bringing in as evidence of evil design 
Major Davis's excellent book on Ytinnan (for which he is regarded as a 

spy) and the activities of missionaries. In referring to the "noxious 

| influences spread by foreign missionaries" the case of the lisus is 

| Cited as an example. To anyone conversant with past history this 

would not perhaps seem a particularly happy selection, as it was not 

| until the misslonaries had penetrated the area and softened the habits 
‘of the natives that the Chinese were able to set up administrative 

organs on the middle Salween and establish any sort of control over the 
Black lisus, of whose poisoned arrows the local Chinese continue to be 
thoroughly afraid. In fact until some seventy years ago the only 
control the Chinese exercised over the Black lisus was through the good 
offices of local princelings or T'ussu, such as the Minchia Luku I'ussu 
or the Moso Yehehih T'ussu. (In this connection one might appropriately 
recall the delightful story of the untaxable Mekong lisus who had no 
legal existence because the General sent against them by the Manchu 
dynasty beine frightened preferred to stay in Weisi and from there report 
their total destruction. ds this report was noted by the Vermillion 
Pencil it became an official fact.) But the Lisus were doubtless 
instanced because their tendency to mass-conversion (and to mass apostasy), 
which proved such a problem to missionaries, provided the writer with 
impressive (and not exaggerated) figures in support of his argument. 

he identity of the "Migration Office" in Mytkyina, whose sinister purpose 
is suggested in this section, is not clear. The explosive potentialities 
of this border region is however recognisable in the allusion to an 
alleged attempt by the Sawbwa of Hsenwi to recreate a Nanchao confederacy 
among his fellow rulers on both sides of the frontier and to the current 
activities of the Kuomintang leader li Mi. This obvious concern and the 
reference to various past incidents connected with Burma's Northern 
Undelimited Frontier, in which the Chiang Hsin Po, or Triangle, between 
the Nonai and Nonali branches of the Irrawaddy is mentioned, clearly 
indicate that the Central People's Government has by no means abandoned 
the traditional Chinese desire to have access to the lrrawaddy basin. 


S. The generat impression derived from this report is that the Central 


People's Yovernment's interest in the national minorities in the South 
west is no more altruistic than that of their more patently imperialistie 
and acquisitive predecessors; and that the primary considerations of 
their policy relating to these racial minorities are the internal 
security of China and the possibility of external expansion. | 


L am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Ambassadors 
at Washington, Moscow and Rangoon, the High Commissioners at New Delhi 
and Karachi, the Commissioner General Singapore, and Foreign Office 
Research Department. 


i have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


yy TRANSLATION 
ng KUANG MING JIH PAO, Peking, 23rd July, 1951. 


-« Precis = 


UMMING-UP REPORT ON VISITS TO { THE NATIONALITIES IN THE SOUTH WES 
BY THe CENTRI WERNMENT NATIONALITIES VISITING DELEGATION. 


(Reported by Liu Ke=p'ing, head of the Delegation, to the S4th meeting 
of the Political Affairs Yuan on llth May, 1951, and approved by the 
same meeting) 


I. 4 BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE Visits: 


1. In order to strengthen the bond of the nationalities and to maintain 
a close tie between the Central People's Government and all the 
_nationayjities, this Delegation was formed under instructions in 
June, 1950, with Liu Ke=p'ing as the head of the Delegation, and 
Fei Hsiao-t'ung and Hsia K'ang-nung as the deputy heads. In July 
of the same year, the Delegation set out for the minority na- 
' tionalities areas in the South West on a visiting tour. 


The Delegation was divided into 3 sub-delegations. The lst sub= 
delegation was headed by Liu Ke=p'ing. In addition to having 
Visited most of the minority nationalities areas in the province 
of Sikang and covered Kan Tze and Yu-lung in the north, Li-hua 
in the west, Chao-chio (inside Ta Liang Mountains) in the east 
and Teh-ch'ang in the south, this sub-delegation proceeded to 
Sikang where it rendered assistance in the preparation and es= 
tablishment of the Tibetan Nationality Area Autonomy, the Na= 
tionalities Democratic Coalition Government in Sich'ang Special 
Administrative Area, the Yi Nationality Area Autonomy in Hung 
Mao Ma Ku, Sich'ang District, and the Yi Nationality Mediatory 
Committee in Ta Liang Mountains. The 2nd subedelegation, under 
the charge of Hsiao K'ang=nung, visited 6 special administrative 
areas such Li Chiang etc. in Yunnan Province, It coordinated 
with all the Special Administrative Commissions in calling 4 
Nationalities Representatives Conferences, establishing 2 Na~ 
tionalities Cadres Training Classes, contacting the minority 
nationalities in 60 districts, and performing standard investi- 
gations in 20 villages and on more than 10 special subjects. 
The 3rd sub-delegation, led by Fei Hsiao=t'ung, confined its 
activities to the Province of Kweichow, where it visited 5¢ 
special administrative areas, such as Chen Yuan etc., covered 21 
districts, conducted standard investigations at 9 places, opened 
4 Nationalities Cadres Training Classes, assisted in the estab= 
lishment of the Miao Nationality Area Autonomy at Kai-li, Lu Shan 
District, and helpéd the provincial people's government in calling 
a meeting of the representatives of all the minority nationalities 
_ throughout the province and a provincial conference on minority 
nationalities work, At present, most members of the 2nd sub= 
delegation are still in Yunnan, continuing their visits. One 
group of the lst sub-delegation is at Chao-chiao, rendering as- 
sistance in the establishment of the Yi Nationality Area Autonomy 
in Ta Liang Mountains. The rest of the Delegation returned to 
Peking at the beginning of March. The total distance, covered 
by the Delegation both ways, amounts to approximately 50,000 li. 


As a result of the great influence of the Nationalities! Policy 
maintained by the Central People's Government and Chairman Mao, and 
the unerring enforcement of the Nationalities! Policy of the Cen- 
tral People's Government by the South West Military and Political 
Commission, the People's Governments at all levels, and by the 
People's Liberation Army, the people of all the minority nationa~ 
lities were extremely delighted to see ‘the men sent by Chairman 
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Mao' wherever the Delegation went. All sorts of prayers and 
wishes were made by the minority nationalities everywhere. At 
the Minority Nationalities Representatives Meeting in Yunnan, some 
representatives said that they had seen Chairman Mao in their 
dreams. When the Delegation returned to Peking, they were un- 
willing to part with the Delegation and some even shed tearse 


TI GENERAL SITUATION OF THE MINORITY NATIONALITI IN THE SOUTH WEST s 


1. In the vast area of the South West, the number of the minority 
nationalities is great. There is yet no exact statistics of their 
total population, though preliminary estimates show that it is some- 
where from 18 million to 20 million. The Tibetans have the largest 
population, approximately 4 million, occupying the whole of Tibet, 
the greater part of Sik'ang, northwest part of Yunnan, and the area 
of Sung=fan, Li=fan, and Mao-kung in West Szechuen. Second comes 
| t tionality with a population of about 3 million, mainly 
‘living in colonies in Sik'ang and the area of Ta and Hsiao Liang 
Mountains adjoining South Szechuan and North Yunnan. There is also 
a group living scattered in Yunnan and Pi-chieh, west Kweichow Pro= 
vince. Third is the Miao Nation, with a population of about 2 
| million, who mainly live in the general area of Tai Chiang and Lei 

‘Shan, Kweichow, the Miao Ling Mountain range, and the valley of 
Ch'ing Shui Chiang River. The greater part of the remaining Miaos 
are scattered through Kweichow (comparatively less in the northern 

) part of Kweichow), while a smaller section lives in Yunnan. Forth 

| ranks the Chung Chia Nationality (self-styled as Pu I or Shui Hu) 

| consisting of abotit-1,600,000 people and living in the southwest 
part of Kweichog with Ch'e Heng and Wang Mo as the centree The 
fifth ig the Moslim Nation with a population of 1 million = 600,000 
in Yunnan and 400,000 in other provinces. Sixth are the Minchia 
Nation whose population comes to about 600,000, living ye 

_ the general area of Chien Chuen, Ta Li, and Ho Ching, Yunnan. The 

| Fu (Thai) Nationality ranks the 7th in population and comes to about 

/ 300,000 to 400,000 chiefly inhabiting T'engch'ung in the west part 
of Yunnay,Lungling area, and the area of 'l2Pan Na‘ in the Southwest 
part of Yunnan. The populations of other nationalities are all 
under 300,000, the smallest being a few thousand. All of them are 
scattered through the vast area of Yunnan and Kweichow, 


2. Excepting a greater part of Szechuan and a part of Kweichow (north 
Kweichow), the entire Southwest area is inhabited by the minority 
nationalities, who either live in colonies or disposed amongst the 
Chinese. The Han Nationality only lives together in points and 
‘lines and their area is comparatively small. Taking the population 

} for comparison, the minority nationalities in Sik'ang and Yunnan 
t up about 60% of the total population, in Kweichow approsimately 
40%, ct statistics for Szechuan being still lacking. Owing to 
the oppression and persecution of the reactionary rule in the past, 
most of the minority nationalities have been living high up in the 
mountains and in areas where malaria is common; only the Chungchia 
of Kweichow and Minchia and Na Hsi (Mo Hsi) of Yunnan were living in 
the valley=-bottoms*. From this it is easily conceivable that the 
oppression of the minority nationalities by the ractionary control 
in the past has become historically the principal factor for causing 
them to live in dispersion, 


For generations, the reactionary rulers, particularly those of the 
Ching Dynasty, North War lords and the Kuomintang, conspired with 
the reactionary elements in all the minority nationalities to carry 
out armed suppression, political estrangement, and economic plun= 
@dering. This, coupled with the brutal exploitation and shameless 
instigations prosecuted by the Imperialists in league with the 
Chinese reactionaries, has resulted in profound enmity and aliena- 
tion between the nationalities. In the Li Su area in the northwest 


* is used for a peculiar Yunnan formation, sometimes know as 
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of Yunnan, one purge in 1915 cost 4,000 lives. In some villages, 
male adults became extinct as a result of slaughtering. Economic 
exploitation of the minority nationalities were even more cruel. 
Tea plants an& seedlings were not permitted to enter the Tibetan 
area; metal utensils and table salt were barred from the Yi Na~ 
tionality. However, these minority nationalities have never sub- 
mitted to the readtionary rule. "One large-scale rebellion in 
every 60 years, and a small riot in every 30 years" well depicts 
the history of the Miao Nationality in Kweichow of their stubborn 
strugglee 


During the period of the Long March, the Red Army made a good 
impression on the minority nationalities in the South Weste Before 
the South West was liberated, guerilla warfare had been extensively 
developed in the greater part of Yunnan (excepting 12 districts), 
and 40% of the guerilla forces were formed by the minority '‘na-~ 
tionalities. Many of these armed forces had established contact 
with the People's Liberation Army. All the minority nationalities 
were even more deeply impressed by the good discipline shown by the 
People's Army and the sound nationalities’ policy of the Central 
People's Government when the People's Liberation Army marched into 
the Southvest. The support of all the minority nationalities for 
the PLA and the Central People's Government has, therefore, been 
sincere, and every possible assistance has been rendered in pay~ 
ment of public grain, suppression of bandits by the PLA forces, 

and in the work of tackling transportation during the march into 
Tibet. The relationship amongst all the minority nationalities 

in the South West has undergone a basic change. 


EW PROBLEMS IN RESPECT OF THE MINORITY NATIONALITIES. 
Since the liberation for more than a year, great progress has 
been achieved in the wokk of the minority nationalities in the 
South West, On the basis of what we have preliminarily understood, 
we put up a few questions for consideration. | 


A. QUESTION IN RESPECT OF THE BUILDING UP OF POLITICAL POWEE 


1) The methods of oppressing the minority nationalities in 
the South West, employed by the Kuomintang reactionaries 
and the Imperialists, were numerous and varied. They spread 
dissension and enmity amongst the minorities in order to 
carry out their policy of ‘governing the Yis by the Yis'. 


Following the liberation, however, the people's governments 
at all levels in the South West have, in accordance with the 
Nationalities Policy laid down in the Common Programme 

and in the spirit of equality, friendliness and mutual 
help, extensively called meeting of the representatives 

of the minority nationalities and the all circles re- 
presentatives conference of all the minority nationa- 
lities, to strengthen the bond between all the minority 
nationalities and the government. When the Delegation 
first arrived in the South West in July last year, Chair- 
man Liu Po-ch'eng, and Vice Chairmen Teng Hsiao P'ing 

and Wang Wei-chou of the South West Military and Political 
Commission, very clearly pointed out that the area auto~ 
nomy and the nationalities democratic coalition govern= 
ment for all the minority nationalities should be set up 

at an early date and that a decision had been reached to 
carry out area autonomy in Sik'ang and Tibet area first 

as a model experiment. Under this clear-cut ani resolute 
direction, the Tibetan Autonomoug Area in Sikfang Province, 
Nationalities Democratic Coalition Government of Sik'ang 
Special Administrative Area, Yi Nationalities Autonomous 
Area at Hung Mao Ma Ku, Sich'ang District, Miao Nationalities 
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Autonomous Area at Kaili, Lu Shan District, Kweichow Pro- 
vince, Nationalities Democratic Coalition Government of 
Kunming District, Yunnan, and the Ta Liang Mountains Yi 
Nationalities Mediatory Committee have been established 
seriatim. Preparations have been also underway for the 
establishment of autonomous areas and the democratic 
coalition government for other minority nationalities. 
Facts have proved that when this is done, the enthusiasm 
of the minority nationalities is at once boosted. For 
they are afraid of falling behind, and failing in doing 
well their work, they, therefore, strive to improve them- 
selves in work,study politics, and hence strengthen the 
bond of the nationalities and their support for the: superior 
people's government. 


In accordance with the above circumstances, we have the fol- 
lowing suggestions to make in respect of the building up 
of the political power for the minority nationalities areas: 


(1) In the establishment of the political power, every 
effort shohld be directed at uniting the representative 
figures of all the strata and attracting them to take | 

part in the work of the political power. More atten= 
tie should be given to train and promote the intel- 
lectuals and youths of all the sinertty nationalities. 
The establishment of the nationalities political power 
is not the demand of a few but is the desire of the 
broad masses of peOple of all strata. In carrying 
out the work of building up the political power, it 

is necessary to establish close contacts with the masses, 
and to make the work of building up the political 
power as an important link in the elevation of the 
consciousness of the massese 


The demarcation of the areas for all the autonomous 
areas or the nationalities democratic coalition govern- 
ments should, not principle, be changed from that of 
the old administrative areas in order to avoid un= 
necessary disputes. As for the names of the areas for 
all the brotherly nationalities of for the nationalities 
autonomous areas, consultation and discussion should 

be held at the representatives conference. Their own 
views should be respected and decision should, mean- 
while, be sought from the superior people's governments. 


In establishing the nationalities autonomous areas or 
the nationalities democratic coalition governments, 
the nameg of these government members, if the require- 
ments permit, should be fully discussed by the all 
circles representatives conference of all the nationa- 
lities (or the People's Congress), a nominal roll 
produced, election held, and finally a request will 
be submitted to the superior people's government for 
their appointment. Following the conclusion of the 
representatives conference (or the people's congress), 
the autonomous areas or the coalition governments of 
the special administrative area or above in status 
may establish the Consultative Committees to = 

in the work of the government. 


Prior to the carrying out of area autonomy or the 
establishment af nationalities democratic coalition 
government, a preparatory committee may be set up 

and persons in all walks of life may be asked to take 
part in the preparatory work in order to be benefited 
by pooling all the wisdom for the common good. In 
areas where the requirements or the sentitioe, are 
innature » & page gk mcrae § or co: xe 


Yi Nationalities in Ta Liang Mountains. 


B. QUESTIONS IN RESPECT OF FINANCE AND ECONOMICS s 


1) 


The Question of Trade and Communications: 


Trading at present is an important link in the development 
of the economy of the minority nationalities and in the im- 
provement of their livelihood. The question of communica= 
tions is also an important factor in linking up the area 

of the minority nationalities and the development of economy 
and trades. Apart from the Lamas, 'Tu Ssu', headsmen, Moslims, 
Min Chia and Na Hsi, a part of whom are engaged in small 
trading business, other minority nationalities are engaged 
in only petty grade. Almost none of the Yi, Iiiao and other 
minority nationalities are operating any business. In the 
past their native products were sold through the hands of 
the wicked merchants who conducted unequal barters by frau~ 
dulent means, This has constituted one of the chief reasons 
for the economic poverty 6& the minority nationalities and 
also one of the important factors for bringing about enmity 
amongst the nationalities. On the question of transporta~ 
tion, with the exception of Kweichow, Yunnan etce where 
highways, and railways are in existence in some parts of 
the areas, communications in most of the southwest area 
have been very difficult. For instance, from Kunming, pro= 
vincial capital of Yunnay, to the frontier of the Southwest, 
the journey takes one month, while the trip from K'angting 
to Sik'tang to Lhasa, requires 3 to 4 months. It is @aid 
that a parcel of tea (16 catties), when sent to Lhasa from 
K'angting, would cost one ounce of gold. In accordance with 


these circumstances, we accordingly make the following sug= 
gestionss 


(1) Trading organs should be set up to purchase native pro= 
ducts, import into the area daily necessities, and 
carry out barters at equal value in order to unite all 
the minority nationalities from economic view point. 
Where circumstances permit, cooperatives may be run 
tentatively in order to organise, through the medium 
of economic activities, the minority nationalities 
who are disorganised. In areas where the population 
is scattered and where there is no fixed market, small 
mobile trading groups may be organised to go to country 
fairs and extend the scale of barter. However, care 
should be taken that they are not swindled and exploited 
by traitorous merchants and so suffer losses. 


In certain minority nationalities’ areas where the cur= 
rencies are rather confused, it is an important question 
to unify gradually the circulation of currency and to 
prohibit the use of foreign currencies in these areas 
in order to minimise their losses. Gradual extension 
of the area of circulation of the People's Currency is 
of advantage to the development of economics and com= 
merce for the minority nationalities areas. : 


The question of transportation for the minority nationa- 
lities areas is very ir ant. Systematic restoration 
or increase of highway trunk lines should be made, other- 
wise goods cannot be sent in and native products cannot 
be sent out, thereby failing to st: ite the pr 

of the minority nationalities. Under the circum 

when large-scale constructions of communicat 


“ia 


yet be tndertaken, some improvised roads and bridges 
in certain places may be built first so as to give access 
to vehicles and animalse 


2) Public Grain and Revenues 


The area of the minority nationalities in the Southwest 
is vast and funds are required for all forms of con» 
struction. It would be very difficult to depend en- 
tirely upon the superior government to provide these 
fundse For this reason, it is highly necessary to 
establish a rational system for the public grain and 
revenue in this area. It will not only help in the 
work of constructions in the minority nationalities 
areas but will be of great significance in strengthening 
the views of the minority nationalities on the state 
finance and economy. 


(1) Public Grains 


The Kuomintang reactionary government, in the past, 
collected money and grain from the Han and minority 
nationalities in the inland of Rweichow and Yunnan 
Provinces whbre the nationalities have been living 
amongst each other. In most of these areas the 
moneys and grain were collected by means of swindling. 
In fhe interior of Ta Liang Mountains, it was al= 
together impossible to make any collection. After 
propaganda and education since the liberation, ra~ 
bional system for the Public Grain has been establish- 
ed in certain area, and the oppressive exploitation 
of the past has been abolished. The people of all 
nationalities, in general, have been enthusiastic 
about paying up the grain. However, adjustment is 
still necessary to individual circumstances which favour 
either one side or the other. 


On the question of revenue, there were many oppres= 
sive taxes exacted by the Kuomintang in the past. 
After the liberation, the government has done away 
with all that were unreasonable. Following the 
establishment of the area autonomy for the Tibetan 
Area in Sikfang, a reasonable revenue system has 
been set up through consultations by the Represen= 
tatives Conference. It is estimated that the money 
from tax collection this year will amount to the 
equivalent of more than 1,200,000 catties of millet. 
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Amongst all the minority nationalities in the Southwest, 
apart from the Tibetans and Fu (Thai) Nationality who are 
\in possession of the religious scripts and languages which 
\jare comparatively widely known, the Yi Nationality has the 
Ts'uan written language; Na Hsi, the Tung Pa written language; 
and Shui Chia, the Shui Shu written language, all of which 
are used for religious books, The Miao Nationality, Li Su, 
Lo Hei, Kawa, and Shantou have the phonetic letters created 
by Christian missionaries. The Moslim (in religion books 
Arabic and Persian are used), Minchia and Chungehia commonly 
use Chinese, while most of the other minority nationalities 
have mo written letters. At the moment, the Tibetan and Fu 
(Thai) scripts should be developed, and the phonetic letters 
prepared by the Christhan missionaries should be improved. 
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New letters shovld be created in accordance with their 
language for those minority nationalities who either 
have only simple letters or no letters at all. The 
phonetics prepared for the Liang Mountgin Yi Nationality 
under the help of the Delegation have proved quite suc- 
cessful after having been put to trial. 


Eaicational Works 


In the past, the reactionary regime had run primary 
schools in most of the districts in Sik'ang and forced 
the minority nationalities to bearn Chinese with the 
result that they were ‘conscripted for the study'. Apart 
from the school at Pa-an, which has been established 
since the days of Chao Erh=feng and which has produced 

2 or 3 hundred students who can understand Chinese, not 
much can be said to their progresse In the Yi area in 

Ta Liang Mountains, Yi nationalities dared not come out 
to study because the Kuomintang reactionary regime took 
students as 'hostages'. Only rather more than 100 Yi 
students were educated in the study of Chinese in a 
primary school run by a Tu Ssu of Hsi Yi, In the areas 
where the Han and Yi nationalities live amongst each obher, 
a part of the Yi nationalities have studied Chinese but 
the number have been also very small. The number of Miao, 
Chung=chia, and Min-chia nationalities who have studied 
Chinese are comparatively larger. In addition, foreign 
Christian missions have also run some schools in the 
various placese 


All the minority nationalities, after the liberation and 
particularly after the establishment of the area autonomy 
or the nationalities democratic coalition governments, 
have felt their own backwardness in culture and shortage 
of cadres, and have been very anxious for cultural educa= 
tion. It is, therefore, one of the important taske to 
form all sorts of Braining classes to train large number 
of nationalities cadres capable of undertaking work of 
all description. Attention should firgt be given at 
points of emphasis to restore and set up schools which 
will then be extended gbadually. Study of the letters 

of the minority nationalities themselves should first 

be encouraged. Compilation and translation of text 


books and teaching materials are also essential tasks 
at the moment. 


Medicine and Healths 


There has been an acute shortage of medical and health 
installations for all the minority nationalities in the 
Southwest. In case of illness, they could only hope for 
cure by superstitious means. For instance, Hu Chin=<ghan, 
an Yi national in Hsiao Liang Mountains, killed more than 
180 head of cattle within 10 months to make offerdmgs to 
the spirits for his rheumatism. Therefore, the li: 
condition of the minority nationalities has been very 
difficult and diseases have been prevalent, particularly 
venereal disease in the Tibetan area, leprosy in Yunnan 
and Sik'ang, and acute malaria in the frontier region 
of Yunnan, which have been most serious. In addition, 
trachoma, " gastric trouble, intestinal parasitic worms, 
Bronchocele, and rheumatism have been also very prevalent 
in all places. Infant mortality rate has been also very 
in some areas in Kweichow and Yunnan it was as high 
« In the past, Imperialists have been carrying 
out cultural aggression through the medium of Christian 
missions and medical and health projects. In certai: 
areas, and particularly amongst a part of the minority 
nationalities in the frontier of Yunnan, the effect 
has been = significant. Steps should : now be gradual 
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taken to establish, at points of importance, hospitals 

or travelling medical teams. This year, more than 20 
medical teams have been set up. More training classes 
should henceforth be opened to train the minority na- 
tionalities! cadres in medical work, To the poor mi- 
nority nationalities, medical care should at present 

be given free otherwise they would be financially in- 
capable of getting medical attention. In cattle-breeding 
areas, animal plague has been also frequently preva- 
lent and attention should be given to prevention. 


4) Cultur etiviti 


Minority youths, either male or female, are, in general, 
versed in sigging and dancing, which, though in part, 

are tinged with a colour of religion, are mostly for the 
expression of feelings, in praise of historical events, 
celebration of good harvests, and for funeral or. wedding 
ceremonies. These simple forms of arts should be raised 
in order to give them substances to the new life. Their 
cultural life and social education should be developed 

by means of travelling cinema teams and cultural troupers. 


For this is also the one of the demands of the minority 
nationalities. 


D. QUESTIONS IN RESPECT OF MINORITY NATIONALITIES AND NATIONAL 


DEFENCES 


The frontier line along the Southwest runs approximately more 
than 3,000 kilometers long. On this frontier live the minority 
nationalities, some of whom live astride the national frontier. 
Since there has been an intimate relation amongst them and 
frequent contant, the question of national defence has become 
very important. For instance, the Shan-téu nationalities 

in Paoshan, Yunnan, are no different t0 the kachin Nationality 
in Burmae There are about 70,000 Shan<tous in Paoshan and 


more than 500 of them are serving in Burma as soldiers for 
the Britishe 


Imperialists have been invading the interior of China through 
the minority nationalities! areas on the frontier by political, 
militarys economic and cultural means. In the past, all sorts 
of incidents have been interruptedly created (such as Pienma 
Incident, Chiang Hsin Po Incident, and Pan Hug Incident etc.). 
As far back as 1871, a missionary case took place in Kungshan, 
in the northwest part of Yunnan. Towards the end of the last 
century, British Imperialists despatched Major Davis to cross 

| into Yunnan five times in a period of more than 10 years. As 

| a result of his espionage activities, he even openly named his 

| only published book under the title "Yunnan is the Connecting 

| Link of Burma to the Upper Reaches of the Yangtze River". 

' Even now there are still Imperialistic actibities under the 
cloak of religion in the west and northwest part of Yunnan. 
From the area of Shan'ou Nationalitg in Paoshan Special Ad- 
ministrative Area through the area of the Miao, Yi and Lisu 
Nationalities in Chuhsiung and Wuting Special Administrative 
Area and hence extending eastward into the area of Miao and 
Yi Nationalities in Wei Ning and Pi-chieh in the Northwest 
part of Kweichow and westward into the Yi Nationality area 
in Liang Mountains in Sik'ang,vestiges of their activities | 
are traceable. All these activities show that their final 
objective is directed at south Szechuen. Along the general - 
region, the noxious influence spread by foreign missions still 
exists. For instance, amongst opulation of 
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alienated the feelings of the nationalities, and induced the 
minority natiohalities to migrate. There is a Migration Office 
set up in Myitkyina, Upper Burma, with the exclusive job of 
handling migration. Apart from inducing them to serve in the 
army, the Shantous in 'Tengchung and Lungling Frontier Region’ 
were armed and told to 'fight eastward', thereby disputes 
amongst the nationalities were constantly created. When the 
Delegation arrived in the west part of Yunnan, imperialistic 
priests immediately voiced their hostile reflection by stating 
that as far as the work of the nationalities was concerned, 
we have worked on it for several scores of yearsil As a result 
of their long-term effort in deceiving the minority nationali- 
ties, many of them consider the Holy Canon to be above the 
government's decreese In addition, certain elements of the 

, minority nationalities in the frontier regions have been either 

| @irectly or indirectly connected with the Imperialists and 

| their traditional practice has been ‘sitting on the fence’. 

‘ Before the liberation, the Tu Ssu in Mupang (Hsenwi), Burma, 

| once called a meeting of all the tussus in Yunnan with the 

| proposal of forming a 'Nan Chao Federated State’. Li M, 

| a Kuomintang remnant bandit chief, is still directing spy 

- activities in the country from the Burmese frontier repion. 


The above circumstances go to explain the great significance 
of the minority nationalities in the Southwest in relation 
to the national defence. The work of the minority nationalities 


in this region will give greater substance to the work of con- 
sOlidating the national defence. 


IV. A FeW SIMPLE CONCLUSIONS 3 


1. Since the liberation for a year, the work of minority nationalities in 
the Southwest has had great progress, this was achieved as a result of 
carrying out the correct nationalities policy of the Central People's 
Government and of Chairman Mao, correct control and strenuous execution 
of the nationalities work by the Southwest Military and Political Conm- 
middion enf all the Provincial People's Governments. Since it is a 
new task and since we have had no experience, individual defects have 
been inevitable but they have been corrected in time. 


In accordance with the actual understanding, the points of emphasis 
in the work of the minority nationalities should bes 


1) to promote area autonomy in area where the minority nationalities 
live in colonies, and nationalities democratic coalition government 
in area where the nationalities live amongst each other, and to 
train large number of minority nationalities cadres. 


In certain area (such as in certain parts of Yunnan and Kweichow) to 
carry out gradually social reform under a voluntary principle, after 


the establishment of area autonomy and the nationalities democratic 
coalition government. 


3) Where the power of the government permits, economic and culturel 
construction must be carried out with a view to improving gradually 
the livelihood of the minority nationalities. 


In order to develop further the work for the minority nationalities, 

all departments should deal with the work of minority nationalities 

and a combined organisation should be formed to understand the situation 
at a lower level and to give assistance in the work in order to streng- 
then the link between the higher and lower levels. Propaga and ts 
education of the Nationalities Policy should also be extensively made 

in all departments. ‘ : 
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he work of the Delegation during their 8 months of touring has 
een crowned with success. They have propagandised the Nationali- 
ies Policy, understood, a part of the actual circumstances, 
rendered a closer contact between the Central People's Government 
and all the nationalities, and further strengthened the unity. 
These have been made possible by the correct guidance of the 
Central and the Southwest authorities, valuable assistance of 
the local people's governments and the PLA, and the common effort 
of all members of the Delegatiion. However, due to the weak 
political attainment and inefficiency, we have made certain 
errors and defects in our work. 


There may be faults in our widerstanding of the situation 
contained in the above report, and your correction is soli 
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This is extremely interesting, and I am 
glad to see that Peking Embassy have now come 
round to our view thet the CPG treat Muslims less 
as a religioudgroup than as a national minority. 


. 


The theory that in Sinkiang, where thdvast 
bulk of the population is Mgslem, the authori- 
ties are stressing ethnic differences, rather 
than religious sxmxzx identity, in order to 
prevent the growth of any Pan-Islam or Pan- 
Turanian ideas, is plausible, but I should like 
to know more about the evidence for it. I do 
not think the+lindian Ambassador's observations 
are quite conclusive, though it is significant 
that there are now claimed to be 22 races in 
Sinkiang, in contradistinction to the 14 pre- 
viously officially recognized, as even to get 
to 14 a bit of stretching was needed - three 
lanchu banners, all numerically very small, and 

believe practically indistinguishable, were 
reckoned separately. Chinese (Hans) were one 
of the 14, and so were White Russians, under 
the title of Kuei Hua, or naturalized persons. 
When I left Sinkiang in the spring of 1947 the 
White Russians were busily either taking out 
Soviet passports or leaving the province. .I 
Should suppose there are very few left there now, 


Agaig, if the Chinese wish to stress the 
differences of the various groups, it would be 
natural to insist on language differences at 
least as much as the differences in songs and 
dances. Leaving out the Buddhist Mongols and 
Tibetans, and the Tungans, who are Moslems of ~ a 
apparently Chinese stock, and who speak a kind = 
of Chinese, probably most of the inhabitants horas em 
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of the province can understand Turki. But Qazaq = 7 


at least isia genuinely distinct language, and 
i doubt if it is the only one. As is Chines 
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are unlikely to bother to learn even Turki (for I 
can t believe that their new solicitude for 
their Moslem fellow-countrymen will carry them 
tqsuch lengths) there would not seem to be any 
pressing practical need to restrict instruction 
in the province to three languages; though no 
doubt it is more convenient from the point of 
view of making up tlasses ‘etc to lump all the 
Moslems (except the Tungans) into one language 
group. But by doing so they risk the very thing 
they are apparently trying to avoid, the growth 
of a Pan-Islam consciousness, 


raham, 
Sth November, 1951 


China and Korea Dept, 
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28th September, ! 1952. 


Dear Department, 


In paragraph 4 of our S/O No. 200(1785/7/51) (not copied elsewhere) we 
gave it as our opinion that Muslims in China were only treated as a national 
minority when their religion corresponded to a definite ethnic difference, 
as in the case of Tungans who, though very like the Chinese in looks and 
habits, are definitely a mixed race. , he sacly 


2. ie now enclose a translation in French of an article-6n the future of 
the Muslim people by professor Pai Sho-yi, which appeg#ed in the Peking 
Suang Ming Jih Pao for the 7th July, 1951. This jranslation, which is 
supported by the enclosure to our despatch No.352 of the 2&th September 
(see para. 3 of that despatch), makes it clear that Muslims are in fact 
being classed as a Nationality within the meaning of the Central People's 
Government's "Policy on Nationalities". 


3. Further enquiry into this subject suggests to us that the Central 
People's Government has.a dual policy towards Muslims (in accordance with 
"concrete conditions", we suppose) corresponding with the two main sorts of 
Muslims in China. The first case is where Islam has a disintegrating 
effect and tends to split off from the bulk of the Chinese people persons 
who, apart from their religious prejudices, are scarcely distinguishable in 
habit of mind or way of life from the rest of the Chinese among whom they 
live. Such are the Muslims round Peking and in Central-South China, the 
Tungans in North West China, and the Muslims (once known as Panthays) in 
South West China. These people are treated as a national minority. [The 
other case is where Islam exerts its traditional unifying effect and tends 
to obliterate racial differences, Such are the Muslims in Sinkiang: 
Khirghiz, Qazaq, Tatar and Turki, Here, where pan-Islamic ideas (and 
possibly pan-Turanian ones too) might prove a danger, Muslims as such are 
not treated as a national minority, but ethnic differences (even of the 
slightest, such as that between the "Ulghurs", or South Sinklang Turkis, 
and the Taranchis, or North Sinkiang Turkis who were moved from South 
Sinkiang to North Sinkiang by the Chinese barely two hundred years ago) are 
stressed and the term Hui Tsu ( 1%] aR : "Muslim Nationality") is 
reserved solely for Tungans. ; 
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4. Interesting confirmation of this last point comes from the Indian 
Ambassador, who has recently returned from a brief tour in the North liest, 
where he found the local authorities had differentiated twenty two different 
nationalities, all of whom had their separate schools and cultural 
institutions, with speclalised performances of song and dance programmes 

with a strong propaganda content, (In Sinkiang under Sheng Shih-Ts'ai 
fourteen nationalities were distinguished: and officials stationed there, 

or travellers passing through, have all commented on the appropriately 
diversified use of singing and dancing in propaganda). In reply to the 
Indian Ambassador's apt observation that it must be difficult for the Chinese 
authorities to find enough linguistic experts to act as instructors for all 
twenty two racial groups, his informant replied that there were in fact only 
three languages used, namely Mongol, Tibetan and Turki, but that nevertheless 
the preservation of the individual customs and traditions of each of these 
racial groups required that they should be treated as entirely separate 
entities. In other words the Central People's Government is determined to 
prevent the development of any unifying consciousness. = 


5. We are copying this letter to Singapore, Moscow, Karachi and New Delhi. 


‘Yours ever, 


Foreign Office Research Department, = 
Foreign: OfN1 66 yo be ee ee 
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LE PARTI COMMUNISTE CHINOIS A ILLUMINE 
L'AVENIR DU PEUPLE MUSULMAN. 


(Pai Sho-yi, professeur a 1'Univer 
site Normale de Pekin). 


Le Parti communiste chinois a illuminé l'avenir du peuple 
musulman et lui a apporté une lumiére 6clatante sans précédent 
dans l'histoire. 


L'histoire du peuple musulman constituait une histoire d'un 
peuple opprime et d'une lutte de ce peuple contre l'oppresseur, 


Sous la dynastie des Yuan, le peuple musulman a été asservi 
par la @hasse dominante de l'aristocratie mongole. Non content 
de cet asservissement, l'armée de 1'insurrection des musulmans 
&@ aide le peuple des Han a renverser la domination de 1l'aristo- 
cratie mongole, | 


Sous la dynastie des Ming, l'oppression exercée sur le peuple 
musulman a été encore plus grand et, en meme temps, la résistance 
de ce dernier a continue aussi sans interruption. Kou Yen-wou 
adit: “Les musulmans gardent leurs propres coutumes et n'ont jamais 
voulu les réformer. Ils se groupent pour faire des actes de vio- 
lence contre les habitants. Malgre les bienfaits de plusieurs ~ 
regnes, on n'est pas parvenu & dompter leurs coutumes sauvages, " 
Ces quelques phrases montrent clairement dans quelles circonstances 
le peuple musulman a lutte contre les oppressions au cours de la 
dynastie des Ming. 


Dans le derniére période de la dynastie des Ming, lors 
de l‘'insurrection des paysans diriges par Li Tze-tcheng, Tchang 
Sien-tchong, etc. Ma Shéo-ying, surnommé"Vieux musulman", comman- 
dait une des plus forte armée insurgée gui a porté un grand coup 
en affaiblissant la domination de cette dynastie. 


Aprés l'entrée de la dynastie des Tsing & l'intérieur de 
la grande muraille, les dominateurs ont crée pour ainsi dire | 
une grande prison sans précédent pose persecuter les peuples mino- 
ritaires. Le peuple musulman a été continuellement massacres et, 
en meme temps, il s'est oppose fermement et sur une grande echellé 


a la persecution des dominateurs. 


En 1648, il y a eu l'insurrection de Si Ho avec Ting Kuo-tung 


’ 


et Mi Tze-yin 4 la téte. 


En 1781 et 1783, il y a eu les insurrections de Lancheou 
et de Sne Fong Pou avec Ma Ming-sin et Tien Wou 4 la téte res- 
pectivement. 


‘ De 1856 a 1876, il y a eu les insurrections sur une grande 
echelle auxquelles ont participe le peuple musulman, les Hans 
et les Yi avec Tou Wen-siou 4 la téte. 


De 1862 a 1876, il y a eu une grande insurrection dans les 
provinces du Shensi, Kansou et Sinkiang avec Pai Yen-hou a la téte. 


rés 1a révolution de 1911, le peuple musulman contin 


subir le domination sanglante des militeristes de Peiyang et 
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L'histoire du peuple musulman est une histoire possédant 
une excellente hérédite revolutionnaire. Tantdét elle s'est ma- 
nifeste sous forme d'une revolution de classe et tantét sous 
forme d'une revolution nationale. Mais, du fait que les dirige- 
ants de la classe progressiste faisaient défaut, le peuple musulman, 
qui avait fait plusieurs insurrections révolutionnaires, tout 
comme le peuple des Han qui avait lancé les mouvements revo- 
lutionnaires des paysans, bien que le gouvernement réactionnaire 
eat pu étre renverse, n'était pas parvenus a 6tablir un pouvoir 
politique conformement 4& leur propre intérét. 


Au point du vue de combattre les eennemis, le peuple musul- 
man a obtenu souvent des succes. Mais en ce gui concerne le 
résultat final de la révolution, il a subi toujours des é6checs. 


En 1939, aprés la défaite de l'insurrection de Hai Yuan 
et Kou Yuan, les combattants battus en retraite se sont rendus 
& Yenan, la terre sainte de la révolution. Le Président Mao Tsé- 
tung leur a dit: "“Vour avez fait la revolution pendant deux 
cents ans sans succés. Maintenant, nous sommes préts a vous aider". 
Il est vrai que ce n'est qu'en s‘'appuyant sur la direction et 
l'aide du Président Mao Tsé-tung et du Parti communiste chinois 
et en s'unissant étroitement 4 tous les differents peuples avec 
le peuple des Han en téte, dans une lutte en commun qu'on puisse 
obtenir le succés de l*entreprise revolutionnaire et libératrice. 
En observant le développement de la situation, cet argument 
affirme de plus en plus son importance et son exactitude, 


En 1938, dans son rapport adressé @ la Vie session pléniére 
élargie du Parti communiste chinois le Président Mao Te6-tuiig 

& soumis un project concernant la tache"d'umir toute les nationalites 
de la Chine pour lutter en commun contre le Japon”, Il a dit: 

1~ “Permettre au peuple mongol, tibétain, musulman, aux peuples 

des Miao, des Yi et des Fan d'avoir le m@me droit que le peuple 

des Han. Sous le principe de lutte en commun contre le Japon, les 
peuples minoritaires ont le droit d’administrer leurs propres 
affaires et en méme temps, ils doivent s'unir au peuple des Han 

en vue a'établir une nation wnifiée. 2° Dans les zones ou vivent 
mé1és les peuples minoritaires et le peuple des Han, les gouverne- 
ments locaux doivent établir des comités composés uniquement des 
membres des minorités nationales. Ces comités, faisant partie du 
gouvernement provincial et sous-prefectoral, administront les 
affaires qui les concernent et rajustent les relations entre les 
differentes nationalitgés. Parmi les membres du gouvernement pro- 
vincial et sous-préfectoral, certaines places doivent &tre reservees 
aux minorités nationales, 3° Respecter la culture, les religions, 
les coutumes des minorites nationales. Non seulement, il ne faut 
pas les forcer d'apprendre 1'écriture et la langue des Han, mais 

il faut encourager les minoritiés nationales a développer 1'éducation 
culturelle avec leurs propres langues, 4° Rectifier le point du 

vue du pan-nationalisme et encourager le peuple des Han 4& traiter 
les différents peuples sur un pied d{égalite afin de resserer les 
liens d‘amitie entre eux. De plus, if faut interdire les langages, 
les ecrits et les actes qui sont susceptibles de mepriser ou d*humi- 
lier les peuples minoritairés, Pour la mise Te gcd a de la 
susdite politique, les peuples minoritaires, d'un cdté, doivent 
s'unir entre eux en vue d’obtenir sa réalisation et, de l'autre, 

le gouvernement doit prendre lui-méme l'initiative pour appliquer 
cette politique, afin d'ameliorer de fond en comble les relations 
mutuelles des differents peuples de l'interieur du pays et de 
ltetranger et d’arriver reellement au but de s'unir étroitement 
pour faire face a l*’agression Strangéres. L'ancienne politique 

qui consistait seulement & gagner le coeur des peuples minoritaires 
par les bienfaits ou a réprimer ne peut plus @tre appliqué’. 


Le programme des nationalités au Président Mao Tsé-tur 
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Deore tonent et avec une volonté de fer le lourd fardeau qui 
‘est accumulé sur le dos des peuples minoritaires de depuis de 
nombreuses années. Les points saillants de ce programme con- 
siste non seulement & accorder aux peuples minoritaires les 
droits é6gaux, mais encore, il donne l‘assurance & l'exercice de 

ces droits. 


L'article 17 du “Projet administratif de la région avoi- 
simante du Shensi-Kansou-Ningsia", ratifid par le Bureau politique 
central du Parti communiste chinois, a defini comme suit: "Con- 
formement au principe de 1'égalité des nationalités, le peuple 
mongol, le peuple musulman et le peuple des Han sont sur un 
pied a*6enlité on sent du vue politique, Economique et culturelle. 
Etablir des régions autonomes mongoles et musulmanes et respecter 
leurs croyances religieuses, leurs coutumes et laurs moeurs”",. 

Au mois d'aofit de la méme année, le Bureau du Nord a publie 

"le project administratif de la région avoisinante du Chansi- 
Chahar=-Hopei." l'article 20 de ce projet a defini comme suit: 

les différentes nationalités de la région avoisinante doivent res- 
pecter mutuellement la Ag pe de vivre, les coutumes et les 

croyances religieuses et 8'unir sur la base d'égalité en vue de 
combattre l'ennemi. Dans les elections démocratiques, if faut 
‘accorder des faveurs au peuple musulman, mongol, mandchou et 

tibétain. I1 faut secourir spécialement les pauvres sans ressources, " 


Au mois d'aodt 1948, le grand meeting des représentants 
du peuple du Nord de la Chine a approuve “le projet administratif 
des régions liberées de la Chine du Nord". Il a été determiné 
dans l‘article 6 du titre 3 de ce projet dont la teneur est 
comme suit: “Selon le principe de 1'égalité des nationalités. 
il faut assurer au peuple mongol, musulman et aux autres mino- 
rities nationales habitant dans les régions libérées de la Chine 
du Nord de jouir du m@me droit que le peuple des Han au point — 
de vue politique, économique et culturelle et respecter leurs 
croyances religieuses et leurs coutumes. Les projects admin- 
tratifs de ces régions libérées contiennent clairement 1'esprit 
du programme des nationalités du Président Mao Tsé-tung. 


Grace 4 l'application précise du programme des nationalités 
du Président Mao Tsé-tung, les musulmans des régions libérées 
ont pu mener une vie heureuse et ne sont plus méprises ou oppriméds. 
Les paysans ont recu leur part de terre et les petits commercants 
font des affaires. Ils ont leurs villages autonomes leurs Tchen 
(petites villes de la campagne) autonomes et leurs hsiang (communes 
rurales ) PPS pasty Ils ont l'occasion de participer au pouvoir politi 


re) 
que des différents échelons du lieu o& ils se trouvent. La ) 
formation des cadres musulmans a fait l'objet d'une attention 
spéciale. Les écoles primaires islamiques, les ¢écoles d'hiver, 
les écoles du soir et les classes pour apprendre les caractéres 
ont été établies. Dans la régione avoisinante du ShensijKansou- 
Ningsia, il y avait une seule mosquée et actuellement cing 
nouvelles mosquées ont e¢té construites. Durant la guerre anti- 
japonaise et la guerre de libération, les musulmans des régions 
libérées ont organise de nombreuses forces armées révolutionnaires 
ayant une puissance combative plus ou moins grande. Ils sont fiers 
ad'employer le dénomination de leur propre nationalité pour nommer 
leur propre armée. 


Pendant ce temps, le bandit Kiang Kai-shek, dans les régions 
sous son contréle, méconnaissait le peuple musulman comme une 
nationalité. Il a interdi méme de l'appeler “citoyen musulman" 
et a permis seulement de l'appeler “religion musulmane" ou 
“croyants musulmans", | 


%. 


dei 

>... Sha et a parlé ouvertement que: “Seulement le développement 
de l'education pourra anéantir les musulmans". Dans les regions ov 
se trouve l'armée des bandits, toutes les mosaquées sont occupées. 
Ces bandits y boivent du vin et tuent les porcs. Les souffrances 
du peuple musulman dans les régions contrdlées par Kiang Kai-shek 
font ressortir le bonheur de ce peuple dans les regions libérées. 


Le 29 septembre 1949, la Conférence Consulative Politique 
du peuple a adopté le programme commun. L'article 9 de ce pre- 
gramme a défini comme suit: “Toutes les minorités nationales 
dans le territoire de la Republique populaire de Chine ont des 
droits et des devoirs égaux". Les articles de 50 & 53 constituent 
un chapitre spécial de la “politique des nationalitiés". Ces 
articles stipulent que: "Toutes les nationalitiés dans le ter- 
ritoire de la République populaire de Chine sont sur un pied 
a'égalité. L'tentr'aide et l'union doivent @tre effectuées entre 
elles contre l'‘imperialisme et les ennemis publics au sein de 
chaque nationalité de sorte que la République, populaire de Chine 
devient une grand famille fraternelle et coopérative de toutes 
les nationalitgés", Tout cela constitue l’esprit fondamental 
pour diriger la politique des nationalites. If faut s'opposer 
au pan-nationalisme et au chauvinisme et interdire toute acte 
de mépris, d'oppression et tout acte qui pourrait rompre l'unité 
des nationalités. L'autonomie régionale des minorités a été 
établie. Le nombre des répresentatts des différentes nationalités 
dans les organismes du pouvoir local a été fixé. Le droit de 
participer A l'armée des minorites nationales a ¢té accordé. 

Le développement de leur propre langue et de leur écriture, et le 
maintien ou la reforme de leurs coutumes, de leurs moeurs et de 
leurs croyances religieuses ont 6té determinés. “Les gouvernement 
populaire doit aider les masses populaires de différentes mino- 
rités 4 développer l'oeuvre de leur reconstruction politique, 
economigue, culturelle et éducative". Cette susdite clause a éte 
aussi indiquée dans un document officiel. Tout ce qui précéde 
contient precisement le programme des nationalités préconisé par 
le President Mao Tsé-tung et exprimé dans le programme commun. 
Cependant, il y a encore ici une nouvelle signification. C'est 
que les differentes nationalités du pays, les differents partis 
et groupes democratiques, les classes démocratiques et les autres 
patriotes démocratiques ont tous accepté le programme des nation- 
alites du Président Mao Tsé-tung, lequel est devenu une partie 
essentielle du programme commun. 


Dans les endroits ot vivent mélés les musulmans et les 
Han et ou la reforme agraire a été achevée, plusieurs musulmans 
ont obtenu la terre. Dans les régions du Nord-Ouest, du fait 
gue le gouvernement a appliqué la politique de commerce libre 
et dtechange des marchandises &@ valeur égale, le sentiment du 
peuple musulman et des autres peuples minoritaires a été stimuld. 
De ce fait, la vie économique devient plus animée. 


On a crée spécialement des dcoles pour le peuple musulman. 
Il y.a une Académie musulmgne a@ Pékin, Au Kansou, en dehors des 
colléges du Nord-Ouest et Sin Min, on a transforme l'ecole nor- 
male de Lin Sia, le college de Lin Sin, l'école normale de Long 
Tung et le collége de Kou Yuan en colléges du peuple musulman. 
De plus, on a fondé un nouveau collége pour les musulmans & Han 
Chia Chi de Lin Sia. Au Kansou, dans les colléges du peuple 
musulman et les colléges publics, les éléves des minorités 
nationales ont ab ty tous des subsides du gouvernement. Les livres 
d'enseignement des écoles primaires sont entiérement fournis par 
le gouvernement. Dans d'autres provinces comme Honan et Yunnan, 
les 6coles fondées par le peuple musulman lui-méme regoivent con- 
stamment des subsides du gouvernement local. Les disputes au sein 
du peuple musulman et celles entre le peuple musulman et les autres 


peoples ont beaucoup diminué. 


, Bp juillet 1950, le gouvernement populaire central a organisé 
deux 4618gations pour rendre visite aux minoritiée nationales dont 
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l'une a ¢t& envoyée dans les régions du Sud-Ouest et l'autre dans 

les régions du Nord-Ouest. Au mois de mars de l'année presente, 

on a commence & organiser une délégation pour visiter les minorités 
nationales des régions du Sud-central. La t&che de ces délégations 
consiste d'un cété de porter des messages de reconfort aux 

minorités nationales et & faire de la propagande sur la politique des 
nationalités de la Chine nouvelle, et, de l'autre, & comprendre les 
circonstances concréte des minorités nationales. - Le peuple musulman 
a fait l'objet de visite des trois délegations. 


Le 5 février de cette année, le Conseil d'Administration gou- 
vernementale a pris"des decisions concernant les affaires des nation- 
alites." Dans ces decisions, les affaires relatives au peuple 
musulman sont: 1° Le gouvernement local doit appliquer serieuse- 
ment l’'autonomie régionale des nationalités et la politique du 
gouvernement democratique de coalition des nationalitesS. 24 Former 
attentivement et systématiquement les cadres des minorités nationales. 
S Le Conseil d'Administration gouvernementale doit dans le deuziéme 
semestre de cette année convoquer trois conférences spéciales pour 
discuter les questions hygieniques, édueatives et commerciales des 
minorités nationales. 4° Exiger des bureaux compétents du Gouverne- 
ment populaire central d'attacher de l'importance 4 ¢tablir des 
enterprises concernant des affaires des minorités nationales. 
5° Augumenter le nombre des membres de la Commission des affaires 
des minorités nationales et convoquer des conférences élargies pour 
discuter les affaires des nationalités. Le 16 juin, le Conseil — 
d'administration gouvernementale a publié une “indication visant 
& supprimer les dénominations des objets, les noms geographiques et 
les inscriptions sur les stéles en pierre gui sont susceptibles de 
mépriser ou outrager les minorités nationales." Au mois de juin, la 
soixantiéme reunion du Conseil d'Etat gouvernement a ratifié le projet 
a titre d'essai pour la formation des cadres des minorités nationales" 
et “le projet en vue d'établir l'Académie contrale des nationalités". 
Toute cette série de decision, d'indication et de projet a prouvé 
clairement comment le Gouvernement populaire central adopte les 
mesures en vue d’interdire le m6pris entre les différentes national- 
ités et d'aider le peuple musulman et les autres peuples minor- 
itaires 4 “développer la reconstruction des entreprises politique, 
économiques, culturelles et éducatives". 


Sowla direction du Parti communiste chinois, le peuple 
musulman s'est rédress6é de toute sa taille dans tout le pays. # 
En répondant favourablement 4 le politique précise des nationaliteées 
de notre gouvernement, le peuple musulman a montré que son sentiment 
du patriotisme a augmente. Durant la lutte contre les américains 
et l‘assistance a la Corée, plusieurs 6tudiants musulmans ont 
participé a l'armée volontaire et sont entrés 4 l'ecole militaire 
des cadres. Dans les villes de Pékin, Tientsin, Shenyang, Sian 
Koueisui, Wouhan, Tchengchéou, Tsinan, Lancheou, Pingliang, Sining, 
Yinchouan, etc. ou vivent en masse les musulmans, il y a eu des 
meetings ou des manifestations dont le nombre des participants 
allait de 3,000 & 40.000. les huit fils de la vieille dame Shen de 
Pekin ont déja participé au travail révolutionnaire et elle a 
envoyé encore son neuviéme fils pour faire ses €tudes 4 1'école 
militaire des dadres. Ma Fou-tien, vieillard de Wouhan, &gé de 
99 ans, en tenant sa canne a participe & la manifestation malgré 
gon age avancé. Les musulmans de Shenyang ont effert sept grands 
boeufs comme @adeau & l'tarm6e volontaire. Les musulmans de Koueisui 
ont offert des articles en laine dont la valeur est 6valuée & 5.000.000 
de dollars populaires pour faire cadeau @ l’armée volontaire. Kong 
Nai-chouan de Pékin a conclu une convention patriotique avec toute 
sa famille créant ainsi un exemple pour la conclusion des conventions 
patriotiques familiales. Madame Kong agée de 78 ans, qui s'est 
toujours enfermée dans sa chambre pour dire des priéres a fait partie 
de cette convention. Elle a dit: “Gr&ce d 1'influence du Président 


Mao Tsé-tung, les musulmans et le peuple des Han sont devenus 


-6- 


a... des membres d'une m@me famille. $'il n'existe pas une patrie, 
comment peut-on avoir la religion et la famille?"™. 


Aprés le commencement de la campagne en vue d'‘offrir au 
Gouvernement les avions et les canons, les éléves et les profes- 
seurs du College des nationalités de Pékin ont pris l'initiative 
de faire don au Gouvernement d'un avion dont le nom est “lL'avion 
du peuple musulman". Les musulmans de Suchang ont fait un semblable 
appel dans les journaux de Honan. Dans les travaux d'amélioration 
du fleuve Houei, plusieurs femmes musulmanes ont participe 
courageusement aux travaux de construction, ce qui explique la 
haute qualité des femmes musulmanes qui aiment ardemment la recon- 
struction de la mére patrie. _Tous ces faits semblables nous sont 
encore peu connus. Si nous rassemblons tous les faits héroiques, 
nous pourrons é6crire un grand volume. L'amélioration de la situa- 
tion politique du peuple musulman et l'amour de ce peuple pour la 
mére patrie et pour le Gouvernement constituent un exemple sans 
précédent. C'est dont il faut remercier le Parti communiste 
Chinois et le Président Mao Tsé=tung. 


Actuellement, notre travail concernant les affaires des 
nationalités a 1'échelle nationale est a peine commence. I1 faut 
fournir un grand effort pour que ce travail puisse prendre un 
développement surtout en ce qui concerne le d@veloppement des 
affaires du peuple musulman. Le Gouvernement aussi bien gue le 
peuple musulman doivent de concert fournir cet effort. Lorsque 
le Président Mao Ts€-tung a soumis son programme des nationalités 
et adit: “D'un cOté, les peuples minoritaires doivent s'unir 
etroitement dans la lutte pour la realisation de ce programme 
et, de l'autre cété, le Gouvernement doit prendre l'initiative 
pour sa mise a execution, Nour, peuple musulman, ne devons pas 
prendre une attitude "d'attenté". Nous devons prendre une attitude 
de lutte pour la réalisation du programme des nationalités. Nous 
devons nous efforcer de créer des conditions afin que le Gouverne- 
ment puisse exécuter facilement nos affaires de reconstruction. 


En 1949, le Vice-Président Kao Kang a pris la parole dans 

la conférence des cadres de la Mongolie intérieure et il a dit: 

"La Mongolie intérieure est inséparable de n'importe quelle partie 
l'entr’aide des peuples de l'intérieur du pays et des peuples 
voisins de l'étranger dans le but d'obtenir isolemment son propre 
developpement est impossible. Dans le domaine economique et cul- 
turel, si la Mongolie intérieure ne s'efforce pas d'atteindre 

le niveau du peuple des Han, le principe de l'égalite des nation- 
alités ne pourra pas @tre réalisé. Si la situation Economique 

de la Mongolie intérieure restait toujours stationnaire sur le 
niveau de 1l'éChange “du th6, du tissu, du tabac, des boeufs, des 
chevaux, des chameaux et des moutons; alors la dépendance @conomique 
se transformerait inévitablement en dependance politique. Dans 

ce cas, le peuple de la Mongolie intérieure n'obtiendrait pas la 
libération réelle. If faut €lever le niveau économique et cultural 
afin d'obtenir réellement 1'égalité des nationalités. Ce n'est 
qu'en procédant de cette fagon que l'intelligence et l'excellente 
héredite historique du peuple laborieux de la Mongolie intérieure 
pourra se d6velopper librement dans un brillant avenir", — 


; Ge que le vice-Président a dit: plus haut, est entiérement 
appliquable au sujet du peuple musulman. Nous devons 6tudier 
attentivement le contenu de ce discours et donner le plus grand 
effort pour sa mise & exécution. 


Le Parti communiste chinois a illuminé l'avenir du peuple 
musulman qui, de son cOté, doit aussi redoubler ses efforts pour 
siuvre le chemin éclairé. So re, he 
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We spoke on Wednesday about a report from the 
Governor of Hong Kong that the Colonial Secretary had heard 
semi-officially from the U.S. Consul-General that General 
Ridgeway had sent a “recruiting officer" to engage Chinese 
Civilians in Hong Kong for duties in Prisoner of War camps in 
Korea, JI expressed surprise that a foreign power had 


. 


(a) sent a "recruiting officer" to one of His Majesty's 
territories; 


, Lf 


(b) adopted this very unusual procedure. 


We agreed that the matter was complicated by the fact that 
General Ridgeway is the U.N. Commander and therefore not 
‘precisely the commander of the forces of a ‘foreign power’. 

I understood you to say also that you felt that General Ridge- 
way had certainly been guilty of grave discourtesy and might 
have been guilty of a breach of international usage, but that 
you naturally could not commit yourself further until you had 
seen the Governor's report and referred it to your legal 
advisers. 


2. I now enclose four copies of the Governor's telegram No. 

84. Secret. We do not wish to cause unnecessary trouble with 
the Americans, but I must stress that we are astonished by 
General Ridgeway's casual approach. This is a very tricky 
matter, raising issues of constitutional importance and we feel 
that the least he could have done would have been to take it 
through U.K.L.M. Tokyo, who could have approached the 


=~ *e 


M.J.M. PATON, ESQ., 


‘ 


Governor of Hong Kong, if not through formal diplomatic 
channels. You are of course in the best position to decide 
what procedure should now be followed, but, as we see it, 
since the matter has been referred to London, we think that 
consideration of it should be continued here. 


3. I must add that we fully concur with the Governor's 
objections to the recruitment of Chinese in Hong Kong for 
this purpose. Such recruitment may well be necessary from 
the military point of view, but, since it will inevitably 
stir up difficulties for Hong Kong not only with the Chinese 
People's Government, but also with the Hong Kong Chinese, 
we cannot agree that it should take place in the Colony. We 
consider that it should be suggested to the Americans that 
they should seek elsewhere for the men they want. 


LL. It seems to us that it is likely to take some time to 
get this matter straightened out and we would be most. 
reluctant to leave the Governor without the clear instructions 
for which he asks for more than a few days, since the U.S. 
Consul-General is probably going to persist in his enquiries. 
For this reason we propose to telegraph to the Governor on 
the lines of the attached draft. I should be very grateful 
if you could clear the draft with me by telephone before we 
start threshing out the details of the problem with our 
respective legal advisers. 


ows Cimcele 


* 


(J. D, Anderson) 


DRAFT PRIORITY TELE 
GOVERNOR, HONG K 


peated to Washington ) Copies to F.0. 
U.K.L.M. Tokyo ) for transmissi 


Your telegram No. 98). Secret. 
American recruitment of Chinese civilians for duties 


TOs 


|x share your surprise at procedure adopted by U.N.Commander 


in Korea and concur with objections in your para. 3. 

2. You should inform U.S. Consul-General that you have referred 
the matter to me and that.I have replied that the presence of 
General Ridgeway'’s recruit Officer on Hong Kong territory raises 


constitutional and other problems of such importance that whole 


matter must be raised in London through appropriate diplomatic 


channels, and that until/ this has been done no recruiting may take 


place. 


. 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


\ 


FROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


D. 11th September, 1951. 
R. 11th " " 44,25 hrse 


Secret. 


Addressed Secretary of State. 
Repeated Washington No. 86 and 
UseKsleM., Tokyo NoO~w 7 
(Secretary of State please pass to both) 


Colonial Secretary has received a semi-official 
letter from the American Consul-General informing him that 
the Commander of the United Nations Forces in Korea has 
sent to Hong Kong a Recruiting Officery and a Chinese 
assistant, to recruit some fifty~Chinese to implement.a 
re-orientation programme for Chinese Communists and North 
‘Korean prisoners of war, designed to give them a clearer 
understanding of world affairs and the democratic way of 
life. This programme is to be carried out in Korea and the 
Ghinese personnel to be recruited will be offered a one 
year contract, | 


2s Cons}1-General has approached Colonial Secretary 
only on the quéstion of obtaining re-entry permits for the 
recruited personnel on completion of their contracts, 


Sy Procedure adopted by the Gommander of the U.N. 
Forees in Korea is.surprising since, apparently, he has. 
not consulted U.K. Liaison Mission, Tokyo and is using only 
American Consul-General here as a channel, [t seems to me 
that reeruitment of Ghinese here for service in Korea, even 
though it is non-combatant is open to grave objection since 
Peking could exploit it most effectively to our disadvantage. 
Rolé of these men would probably be described as infiltration 
and api onage and their recruitment as compulsion on Hong 
Kong Ghinese to assist the U.N. war effort, all of which 
meg ah have considerable repercussions on local Chinese 
Op Os 


4. I shall be grateful for instructions op waa 
attitude to take in this matter andy in the meantime 
Gonsul-General has been informed that no setion can be ta taken 
without prior consultation with you. 


Copies to Foreign Office ce for repetition to Mashington 
OkYOs. 


As the Foreign Office is doubtless aware, an American 
Army officer is now in Hong Kong engaged in recruiting for 
service in Korea Chinese interpreters and other technicians 
for the Chinese prisoner of war reorientation program. It 
is understood that the United Kingdom Liaison Mission in 
Tokyo has raised no objection to this recruitment, as evidenced 
by the fact that the American officer's Chinese assistant was 
given by the Liaison Mission the necessary documentation to 
enter Hong Kong. 

It now appears that the American officer has been 
requested by the authorities in Hong Kong to suspend his 
activities, on the ground that the Hong Kong Government was 
not notified by the United Kingdom Liaison Mission of the 
recruitment plan, pending the receipt of instructions from 
London. 

A sufficient number of qualified personnel has already 
been recruited and, if the cooperation of the Hong Kong Govern- 
ment could be obtained, they would be sent to Korea within a 
few days. The Department of State has directed the American 
Embassy in London to approach the Foreign Office with regard 
to this question and to urge a prompt and favorable decision. 
This program represents an important aspect of the United. 


Nations effort in Korea and a helpful attitude by the authori- 


ties in Hong Kong would greatly facilitate its getting under 
way promptly. 


September 14, 1951. 


SECRET 


As the Foreign Office is doubtless aware, an American 
Army officer is now in Hong Kong engaged in recruiting for 
service in Korea Chinese interpreters and other technicians 
for the Chinese prisoner of war reorientation program. It 
is understood that the United Kingdom Liaison Mission in 
Tokyo has raised no objection to this recruitment, as evidenced 
by the fact that the American officer's Chinese assistant was 
given by the Liaison Mission the necessary documentation to 
enter Hong Kong, 

It now appears that the American officer has been 
requested by the authorities in Hong Kong to suspend his 
activities, on the ground that the Hong Kong Government was 
not notified by the United Kingdom Liaison Mission of the 
recruitment plan, pending the receipt of instructions from 
London, 

A sufficient number of qualified personnel has already 
been recruited and, if the cooperation of the Hong Kong Govern- 
ment could be obtained, they would be sent to Korea within a 
few days. The Department of State has directed the American 
Embassy in London to approach the Foreign Office with regard 
to this question and to urge a prompt and favorable decision. 
This program represents an important aspect of the United 
Nations effort in Korea and a helpful attitude by the authori- 
ties in Hong Kong would greatly facilitate its getting under 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


54501/2 
Gypher (0,T.P. ) 
TQ HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


Sent iuth September, 1951. 21.30 hrs. 


IMMEDIATE 
No. 1093. Secret. 


Addressed to Governor Hong Kong « 
Repeated to Washington. 
3 ' Uk. LM. Tokyo. 


Your telegram No. 98k. 


American recruitment of Chinese civilians 
for duties in Korea. 


I share your surprise and concern at the 
manner in which you have learned of this matter and 
I agree that the objections in your paragraph 3 seem 
cogent. I am now informed that Foreign Office has 
also been approached by American Embassy, who state 
that U.K.L.M. Tokyo were consulted and showed no 
objection. This is8 being checked. 


2. You should inform J.S. Consul Gensral that 
you have referred the matter to mea and that it is 
being taken up in London by the American Embassy 
and that meanwhile no, repeat no, recruiting may take 
place, pending further consideration here. A 
decision will be communicated to the U.&. ete 
through a diplomatic channel. 


J+ I shall, of course, keap you informed. 


(Copies to Foreign Office for repetition to Washington 
and Tokyo) 
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Copies sant to:- 


Foreign Office - Mr. Trench 


INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 
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HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


B. 1/tR September, 1951. 
R. 1/th 12,00 hrs. 


PRIORITY 


No. 1001 Secret 


Repeated Washington No. 87 
tt UKLIM Tokyo No. 9. 
Secretary of State please pass 
to Washington and Tolyo. 


Your telegram No. 1093. 


American Recruitment of Chinese in Hong 
Kong. 
I am informed by U.K. Consul-General that 
Recruiting Officer has returned to his headquarters 
pending your decision. It had been made clear to 
Consul-General that it was for the U.S. authorities 
o decide whether or not this Officer should leave, 
but I feel that decision was judicious as his 


continued presence here might have given rise to 
rumours. | 


(Copies sent to F.0O. for repetition to Washington 
and Tokyo) 


Copy sent to:- 


Foreign Office § - Mr. N.C.C. Trench 
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Hong Kong telegram no. 984 to Colonial 
Office of the 13th Septeniber: Recruitment of 


Repeat to :— 


Chinese interpreters etc. in Hong Kong/ 


first Sight it would seem that Hong Kong is 
altogether overstating the political objections. 
in respect of Chinese reactions. 


It appears that there siay nave been some 
misunderstanding over prior notification of 
Hong Kong. American Embassy here assert that 
UeK+LeM.-, Tokyo, was consulted . This is being 


checked. 
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g Kong telegram No.98, $0 Colomial Office [of the 
lith Sep : Recruitment of Chinese interpreters etc. 
in Hong Kong]. 


Grateful for your comments urgently on recruitment 
scheme. At first sight it would seem that Hong Kong is 
altogether overstating the political objections in respect 

Chinese reactions, 


2. It appears that there may have been some miswmder- 
ding over prior notification of Hong Kong, American 
here assert that U.K.L.M. Tokyo, 8 consulted. 


ee , my ue 


ee | 


MARGIN. 


ie 
1 
j= 
- 
z 
: 
eo 
> 
Ld 
fo) 
O 
rae 
O 
S 
1 
Ja 
O 
< 


-685 


ae 


Registry 
No. FC 1828/1 


N 

C. 
Ce 
T. 


Draft. 


‘Telegram,to : 


Date) L& {. 4. S/ 
Repeat to :— 
Hong. fg. ve..&, 


WASHLNDELOMe .vrccccscsse 


Distribution -— 


Departmental 


China & Korea Depth 
Japan & PacificDep 
P.U -o-D,. 


15,000 10/48 A&E.W.Ltd. Gp 


NS & piss to; 


r. d.D/ Ahderson, 
-Olonigl Office 
sopies) 


>? ‘ 


Security classification Mw oP 


—if any 


Addressed to 


telegram N ofl & date Le lYye 


repeated for information 10 uuu. ONG KONG AND 
WASHINGTON .. 


Hong Kong telegram No. 984 to 
Colonial Office [of llth September; Recruitment 
of Chinese interpreters etc.]. 

United States Embassy here has urged that 
scheme should be allowed to proceed and has 
requested an early decision in this sense, 
in view of importance ef+tke—screnre to the 
United Nations effort in Korea. According 
to S@nbttedStetes Embassy, the U.K.L.M. 
was consulted before United States Officer 


~~ 


concerned and his Chinese assistant lef 


for Hong Kong, and. pmerided—the—recessary 


OUTEILE OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


/ This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
by the authorised recipient and not passed on / 


Cypher/ OTP 
FC 1828/1 
DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO TOKYO 


No. 1147 
ptember, 1951. D. 6.35 pom. 14th September, 1951. 


PRIORITY 
SECRET 


Addressed to Tokyo teleg m Now 1447 of 14th Se ptember 
Repeatec or ini rmation to Hong Kong (Vv: e Ve 


Washington 


Hong Kong telegram No, 984 to Colonial Office / of 11th September: 
Recruitment of Chinese interpreters etc, /. 


United States Embassy here has urged that scheme should be 
allowed to proceed and has requested an early decision in this 
sense, in view of importance to the United Nations effort in 
Korea. According to the Embassy, the U.K. L.M. was consulted 
before United States Officer concerned and his Chinese assistant 
left for Hong Kong and raised no objection to the scheme, as 
evidenced too by the fact that the Chinese assistant was given 
necessary documeni@iion to enter Hong Kong. 


2. Please telegraph urgently whether you were in fact 
consulted about the scheme, 
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[This telegram is particular secrecy and sheuld be 
retained by the autherised recipient and net passed en]. 
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O TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Clutten. 
: 1288 
15th September, 1951. 


7-06 a.m. 
8.45 am. 15th September, 1951. 


Addressed toe fF fice teleg 
Septem 
Repeated fer infermatien te: Heng Keng. 


Washingten. 
ae ow tigre 


Heng Keng telegram te Celenial Office Ne: 98) ef 
lith Septexber: Recruitment ef Chinese fer Korea. 


I confirm that there has been ne censultatien with 
this Missien en this matter. 


2. If it is decided that it sheuld be taken up with 
the United Natiens Cemmand I should, on the whele, prefer 
net te de se in Tekye, since it weuld seem best net te 
invelve this Missien mere than is necessary in Kerean 


affairs, : } 


Fereign Office please pass te Washingten as my telegram 
Ne: 90 and te Colenial Office fer onward transmission te 
Heng Keng as my telegram Ne: 9. 


«~ 4 - 


[Repeated te Washington, Cepy sent te Celenial Office 
fer repetition te Heng Keng]. 
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merely requested documents for entry into 


interpreters/ 
For Clutton from Shattock. 


You should by now have received our 
telegram no. 1147 fof the 14th Septenmber/. 


American Exibassy here is under the 


a impression that a Col. Farrow discussed 


the matter with Westlake. Grateful for 


urgent clarification. Possibly F/arrow/ 
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O. 115 
15th September, 1951 o 4053 Delle 


NFID 
Add ed_to Tokyo telegram No, 1151 of 15th September 


Repeated for information to Washington and Hong Kong. 


Your telegram No,1288 [of 15th September: Recruitment of 
Chinese interpreters], 


For Clutton from Shattock. 


ad : 


You should by now have received our telegram No. 1147 
[of the 14th Septémber]. American Embassy here is under the 
impression that a Colonel Farrow discussed the matter with Westlake. 
Grateful for uzgent clarification. Possibly Flarrow] merely 
requested documents for entry into Hong Kong, without making clear 
the object of his journey. 
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China and Korea Department 
Japan and Pacific Department 
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Mr. Clutton - 


No, 1295 D. 7.22 a.m. 16th September,1951. 
16th Septewb er , 1951. R, 8.35 a.m. 16th September,1951, 


TMMEDLATE 


CONFID L 0 
: fy be 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 1295 of 16th 


September. 
Repeated. for information to Waskiacten. 


Hong Kong, 
Your telegram No, 1151, 
Following for Shattoek: recruitment of Chinese in Hong Kong. 


I regret consul is out of town, but I will send a full 
report after his return on 1/th September, 


2. Meanwhile it may be helpful for you to know that applications 
by United States citizens to enter Hong Kong are dealt with by the 
consul on a routine basis without reference, Members of the 
United States armed forces may enter Hong Kong without a visa 
provided they travel in uniform and produce a copy of their 
travel orders, Official visas are granted on production of a 
request from §.C.A.?. for entry or transit facilities on official 
business, These facilities were granted to United States 
officials originally at the request of G.H.Q. 


Foreign Office please pass to Washington as my telegram 
No, 91, and to C.R,O. for onward transmission to Hong Kong as 


my telegram No, 70, 


[Repeated to Washington, Cepies sent to C.R.0. for 
transmission to Hong Kong, ] 


Japan and Pacific caiaed. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


CRUILTMENT IN HONG KONG OF CHINESE CIVILI 


FOR DUTTES IN KOREA. 


On llth September the Governor of Hong Kong reported 
by telegram to the Colonial Office that he had just been 
made aware, by the United States Consul General, that 
the Commander of the United Nations forces in Korea had sent 
to Hong Kong a recruiting officer, with a Chinese assistant, 
to recruit some 50 Chinese to implement a reorientation 
programme for Chinese Communist and North Korean prisoners 
of war. The programme was to be carried out in Korea 
and the Chinese recruited would be offered a one-year 
contract. The Governor expressed his surprise at not having 
been officially notified through the United Kingdom Liaison 
Mission in Tokyo before the arrival of the recruiting officer, | 
and stated that he had requested the United States Consul 4 
General to arrange for action to be suspended until he 
had obtained instructions from the Colonial Office, . 
in view of the political considerations involved. (It 
has since been learned that the United States Officer 
has returned to Tokyo, to await the decision of the Colonial 
Office). As regards the political aspect, the Governor felt 
that the Chinese Government might exploit the situation by 
representing the duties of the Chinese concerned as 
espionage, and theirrecruitment as compulsion on Hong Kong 
Chinese to assist the United Nations war effort. He feared 
that such propaganda might have considerable repercussions 
on local Chinese opinion. | 


2. initial reactions in the Colonial Office at departmental 
level were similar, and in addition it was feared that 

there might be constitutional complications if a 
representative of a foreign power, or of the United Nations, 
were allowed to recruit in Hong Kong. It has also been 
suggested that recruitment could be carried out elsewhere, 


3B. Immediately after this information had reached China 
and Korea Department, a member of the American Embassy 
called to express his concern at the suspension of the 
project. He said that the persons concerned were to act 

as interpreters and wireless technicians, that a sufficient 
number (about 50) had already been recruited in Hong 

Kong and that the United Kingdom Liaison Mission (U.K.L.M.) 
in Tokyo had been consulted in advance and had raised no 
objection, He urged, on instructions from the State 
Department, that the programme should be allowed to proceed, 


in view of its importance to the United Nations effort in 
Korea. 


4e As regards the question of prior consultation with the 
U.K.L.M., it now appears that the object of the recruiting 
officer's visit to Hong Kong was not explained adequately, 
although he had mentioned, when requesting travel documents 
for his Chinese assistant, that his visit was connected with 
psychological warfare, The matter was therefore treated as 
&@ routine visa question, 


5. His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires in Peking has been | 
consulted on the possible repercussions of the scheme on the 
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Chinese. He has expressed the view that, if recruitment 

is carried out discreetly and unostentatiously, it is 
doubtful whether, in view of the limited number of 

persons in question, and the civilian nature of the service, 
adverse repercussions would be serious, Although he agreed 
with the Governor that the Chinese might choose to represent 
the engagement of interpreters, etc., in Hong Kong as 
further evidence of the alleged American spy-ring in the 
Colony, he felt that this would seem to constitute a minor 
objection, if the service to be rendered by the persons 
concerned were of major importance, 


6. Mr. Bushe-Fox has been consulted on the legal aspect, 
and cannot see that any constitutional problems are likely 
to arise, : 


le Alternative places for recruitment might be Formosa, 
Malaya, or the Chinese community in the United States, 

Of these, Formosa is clearly out of the question on political 
groundse As far as Malaya is concerned, there does not appear 
to be any political objection, but delay would be caused and the 
Malayan authorities would probably not be willing to lose the 
services of Chinese of the type which is likely to be selected, 
To recruit in the United States would cause even greater delay, 
and it seems probable that any men selected would be out of 
touch with feeling in China, and unlikely to carry out their 
task adequately. Apart from these considerations, it seems 
undesirable to put obstacles in the way of the Commander, 
United Nations Forces in Korea, unless there are very 

strong reasons for so doing. Prima facie, the work for which 
these men are required seems valuable and worth supporting, 


Recommendation, 


8. It is submitted that theColonial Office should be asked 
to advise the Governor to withdraw his objections, in view 
of the value of the work, and the fact that the requisite 
number of men have apparently already been recruited without 
publicity. Since the Colonial Office, at departmental level, 
share the Governor's views, it will be necessary to write to 
them at a higher level, 


Sten. hea: 


(J.S.H. Shat tock) 
8th September, . 


ee Oe ee ee 


The procedure followed by SCAP is very odd, and we should 
take it up both with the U S Embassy here and in Washing ton 
after the policy issue has been settled, 


As. regards policy, this is very much in Hong Kong's own 
interests, and it will help Hong Kong in Washington if the 
Hong Kong Government cooperate - as indeed they should on genera 
grounds of assisting the U N forces in Korea, 


Please redraft, as from me to Mr Paskin, but making the draft 
shorter, 


China and Korea Dept 


- (R,H, SCOTT) 
20.9.51 


Redraft submitted 


AWA, hkiGeek. 


(J.S.H. Shattock) 
2ist September, 1951. 
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p [This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 
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No, 1,93 D: 8.58 a.m, 17th September 1951 
17th September 1951 beat ca Tip Sere 1951 


DOEDIATE i a 


Your telegram No. 1320. fg S25 
United Nations recruiting office in Hong Kong. 


I am instinctively averse to this kind of érganisation and 
thus in principle sympathise with Governor's ayprehensions 
which cannot but be enhanced by the apparently offhand manner in 
which the proposal has been brought to his notice. 


2. As regards the extent to which his political objections 
might be regarded as over-stated a good deal would seem to 
depend upon the manner in which it is proposed to carry out 
recruitment. If: ‘recruitment is carried out discreetly and 
unostentaciously I. am inclined to doubt whether, in view of the 
limited numbey’ of persons in question and the civilian nature 
of the service (4n/ which connexion it is important to devise as 
appropriate and unob jectionable designation as possible) adverse 
repercussions would be so serious. 


3. I wish sikevee’ that I could be confident about the ability 
of United States Consular or Military authorities to handle such 
delicate matters in the right manner, It seems to me therefore 
that the matter would need considerable consideration before a 
decision oan be reached. Certainly without more detailed 
informetion \at is difficult to assess the full implications, ~ 
ample ‘there must be a distinct difference between setting 
‘oyma) and fully advertised recruiting office on the 
fd\and quietly.engaging persons for yoluntexy service of 
vf eqrerial: or welfare or other non combatant nature 
+ iegettine = is anyhow prima fests an poy 
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by the United States Organisation in Hong Kong, might be 
readily construed as further evidence of the present 

Communist allegations of existence of wide American spy ring. 
However by itself this would seem to constitute a minor 
objection if service to be rendered by these persons is clearly 
of major importance. 


be general conclusions in the absence of more detailed 
information would be that despite a natural apprehension of such 
activities particularly in Hong Kong and when handled by the 
United States Organisations nevertheless repercussions need 

not be unduly serious if precedure is previously thought out 
carefully and in full ceeperation with the Hong Keng Gevernment 
and it can be insured that machinery of recruitment is operated 
unobtrusively but at the same time not surreptitiously, 
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YORCIER: 
Confidential. 
Regge xX — Hong Kong telegram No. 984, of September 


eerx 1ith, about the American recruitment of Chinese 


Civilians in Hong Kong. 
Since the despatch of Colonial Office 
telegram No. 1093 to the Governor, we have 
looked into the American statement that’ the ; 
Colonial Office 2 | «a 
United Kingdom Liaison Mission in Tokyo had been |@ 
Consulted about the scheme and had raised no 


objection. It appears that when the American 


officer concerned urgently requested a Hong 
From: 


MARGIN. 


Kong visa for his Chinese assistant, he merely 
mae Re een said that the purpose of the visit was in 
connection with psychological warfare, but did 
not give further details. The visa was 
accordingly granted as a routine matter, subject 
to certain Safeguards. Had the exact purpose 
of the visit been made clear, the application 
would of course have been referred to H.M. 
Chargé d'Affaires in Tokyo, but unfortunately 
this was not the case. ; 


We sympathise with the Governor in his 


concern at the manner in which he was acquainted 
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with the visit and the object of the American 


officer and his assistant.. We propose make 
GG VET Vefertunck and 


this quite clear, te—the—Amerteen—Bmbassy—ant—to 
ask them to ensure that the Commander of the 


United Nations forces in Korea does not proceed 


in this manner in future. = | 


en 


As far as the scheme itself is 3 concerned, 
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and unostentatiously, it is doubtful whether, 

in view of the limited number of persons in 
question and the civilian nature of the service, 
Chinese. reactions would be violent. I+—is—trre— 
that the Chin the 


engageme 


constuuaed as Turthiér evidence in support of 


the Communist allegations of the existence of anf 


American spy=ring-—in-the Colony, but by itself 
this Would seem to Constitute a retetively 


minor objection, if the service+o pe rendered 
by the 7 ATTICS o 


I am inclined to daubt whether it would be 
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possible to,recruit suitable Chinese elsewhere, 


of September 15th to Paton. We could not 
consider supporting the use of Nationalist 


Chinese from Formosa and, art from the delay 
Puc tet. fora. Onl h 


involved, we wond ne f “Le? her /the—us 
avn ae 


authors routd arreed—_to—ne 
the 
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Recruitment in the United States, which I 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS 


understand you have had in mind, would caése 
even more delay, 
of 

We understand from the American Embassy 
that the requisite number of Chinese (about 50) 
have already been recruited in Hong Kong, and, 


if the Governor agreed, could be sent to Kores 


within,a few days. Since there has been no 


publicity, so far es I know, I oe 
it thet 


ihe 
t 
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interests of the United Nations 


the reorientation of Chinese prisoners of War in 
Korea is an important project and one which 
should receive our support. So far as our Legal 
Advisers can see, there should be no 


constitutional complications, as suggested in 


ae Rum anta latter nnder reference. a et es we Ties 
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Anderson's letter under reference. 
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at all that it/(is\very much Hong Kong own 


interest t@ fall in \it he pan, 4nd thet it 
Willi Dé a great help’do the ony in 
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Wasington if thé Governoy will cooperate. 
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We hope, therefore, that you will feel able 
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We hope, therefore, that you will feel able 


to agree to advise the Governor to allow the 


scheme to go forward, wk — that 
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Hong Kong telegram No. 984 of September 11th 
about the American recruitment of Chinese 
civilians in Hong Kong. 


; 


Since the despetch of Colonial Office telegram 
No. 1095 to the Governor, we have looked into the 
American statement that the United Kingdom Liaison 
Mission in Tokyo had been consulted about the 
acheme and had raised no objection. It appears 
that when the American officer concerned urgently 
requested a Hong Kong visa for his Chinese 
assistant, he merely said that the purpose of the 
visit wes in connection with psychological 
warfare, but dia not give further details. The 
visa was accordingly granted as a routine matter, 
subject to certain safeguards. Hed the exact. 
purpose of the visit been meade clear, the application 
would of course have been referred to H.M. Chargé 
d'affaires in Tokyo, but unfortunately this was not 
the case. 


We sympathise with the Governor in his concern 
at the manner in which he was acquainted with the 
visit and the object of the Amerigan officer and 
is assistant. We propose to make this quite clear 

to the State Department and ask them to ensure that 

the Commander of the United Nations forces in Kore 
does not proceed in this menner in future. 1 ha 
already spoken to Ringwalt (United States 2 


- 


about this, and he said he was sorry that there had 

apparently been a misunderstanding in Tokyo. here 

had been no intention to disguise the purpose of the 
mission, 


As far as the scheme itself is concerned, I do 
not think that there is any need to be unduly 
apprehensive of its repercussions. Lamb (Peking) 
thinks if the recruitment is carried out discreetly 
and unostentatiously, it is doubtful whether, in 
view of the limited number of persons in question 
and the civilian nature of the service, Chinese 
reactions Would be violent. 


I am inclined to doubt whether it would be 
possible to recruit suitable Chinese elsewhere, as 
Suggested in Anderson's letter 54501/2/51 of 
September ivth to Paton. We could not consider 
Supporting the use of Nationalist Chinese from 
Formosa and, apart from the delay involved, we wonder 
whether suitable Chinese could be found in Malaya, 
or, if found, whether they would be available. 
Recruitment in the United States, which I understand 
you have had in mind, would cause even more delay, 
and the déalect difficulty would arise there as in 
Malaya. 


We understand from the United States Embassy 

thet the requisite number of Chinese (about 60) 

have already been recruited in Hong Kong, end, if 

the Governor agreed, could be sent to Korea Within a 

ew days. Since there has been no publicity, so far 
as I know, think we can take it that the American 
recruiting officer has done hia work unostentatiously. 
I also feel that the reorientation of Chinese 
prisoners of war in Korea is an important project and 
one which should receive our support. So far as our 
Legal Advisers can see, there should be no consitutional — 


/complications 


complications, as suggested in Anderson's letter 
under reference. 


This is, after all, a United Nations project, 
in the interests of the United Nations forces in 
Korea. Hong Kong has already been closely 
associated with the campaign in Korea — by the | 
despatch of some of the garrison, by its participation | 
in economic measures, and otherwise - and I cannot 
see any objection on grounds of principle to this 
further step. Indeed, rather the contrary, because 
(from the point of view of Hong Kong's own interests) 
it is a further demonstration of the importance 
and value of Hong Kong as a British colony, the 
moral of which will not be lost in Washington. 


I hope, therefore, that you will feel able 
to agree to advise the Governor to allow the 
scheme to go forward, 
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Mr. Clutton 
Oo, 1 D. 10,21 a.m. 17th September, 1951. 
17th September, Re. 11-59 aem. 17th September, 1951. 


SDI ATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 1301 of 1/th 
September, 
Repeated for information to Washington and Hong Kong. 


— A528» 


My telegram No. 1295. 
Following for Shattock, 


Recruitment of Chinese in Hong Kong. 


Although it is true that as stated in my telegram No. 12 
there had been no consultation with the mission on this matter, 
I now learn that Consul was approached by GHQ with an urgent 


request for a visa for a department of the [?erp. omitted] 
civilian who was a Chinese national. 


Pa 


2. Consul agreed to issue a visa on the express under- 
standing that this Chinese would be accompanied by and under the 
control of an American officer who would clear his entry into 

| Kong with the Hong Kongimmigration authorities. Consul 


Sart 
Geshe 
> 


was given to understand that purpose of visit was connected with 
psychological warfare, but was not given further details. 

he had known exact purpose he would of course have referred the 
matter to me. 


Foreign Office please pass Washington as my telegram No, 92 and 


to C.0, for onward transmission to Hag Kong as my telegram No. 71. 


to Washington, Copy sen’ ta.C,0, for transmission to 
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be es ¢ {. _ Draft letter to Mr. Tomlinson in Washington, 
asking him to take appropriate action with the 
State Department, 


I do not think that it is necessary to copy 
this to the Colonial Office, 
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(N.C,C. Trench) 
en on e rd October 
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Great Smith Street, 
ogf-London, SeWele 


My reference....... 7 501 /2/51 ° 19516 
1828/i, 


Your reference...-.. 7 


eece « 


ny dean 
Please refer to your letter of the 21st September about 
the American recruitment of Chinese civilians in Hong Kong. 
We are glad to see that you agree that Hong Kong were treated 
very badly by the United States authorities concerned in this 
business and that you propose to take the matter up with the 
State Department and ensure that our disapprobation of this 
display of discourtesy is vigorously conveyed to those 
responsible for it in Tokyo. We wish you every success in 
obtaining the assurances which you seek from them and we trust 
that these assurances will turn out to mean something. 


While we are not disposed to dismiss the Governor's 
objections to the proposed recruitment quite so lightly as 

appears to do, we do agree that the reorientation of 
Chinese p-o-w's in Korea is an important project which should 
receive our support. We would have preferred it if it 
not been necessary to recruit the necessary personnel in 
Hong Kong but as there do not appear to be any suitable 
alternative sources we are prepared to advise the Governor 
to allow the scheme to go forward and I enclose a draft 

——— telegram for your. concurrence. | 


I met Ringwalt at.lunch yesterday and in the course of 
conversation he raised this matter with me and I said that I 
thought that we had probably been able to resolve the difficulty 
which had arisen. He represented it as a typically ham fisted 
effort of the United States soldiery, which it was the function 


ReH. Scott, Esde, CoMeGe, BeBe 
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of Embassies and Foreign Ministries to smooth out. Also, apropos 
the effects of the American embargo on Hong Kong's economic 
position, Ringwalt told me that, when he was last in Washington, 
he had expressed himself quite forcefully to the Department of 
Commerce on the way in which Hong Kong was being treated. e 
volunteered the suggestion that the present case of Hong Kong's 
readiness to co-operate would give him a peg on which to hang a 
further approach to the State Department and I have promised to 
let him have a note on the whole question of the embargo and its 
effect on Hong Kong in the hope that he will be mre successful 
obtaining some relaxation of the controls than we have been 


It will I think assist our presentation of the case to the 


Governor if we can say something on the lines of the Iast 
paragraph ofthe draft telegram. 


Yr ta 


FOR F.0-. CONCURRENCE .« 


Secret. 


My telegram Noe. 1108. 

Recruitment of Chinese in Hong Kong. 

You will see from telegram under reference that visas were 
issued without full knowledge of facts and while regretting this 
United States Embassy here have assured Foreign Office that there 
was no intention to disguise purpose of mission. 

2. Foreign Office are now making clear to the State Department 
our disapproval of the procedure which was adopted by the 
Commander of the U.N. forces in Korea in the hope that this will 
prevent your having similer ground for complaint in the future. 
3. Possibility of recruitment from other areas has been 
considered but is not considered practicable for a variety of 
reasons 

4. I fully appreciate objections raised in your Tel. 98). “ah 
But HeMeGe and Hong Kong are already closely associated with the 


Korean Campaign in such a variety of ways that it is hoped that the 


voluntery recruitment of a limited number of Chinese for employment 
as civilians should not attract any violent reactions from C.P, 
Government. In this connection, Foreign Office understand from 


ae 


American Embassy that requisite number of Chinese have already 
been recruited and there has been no - 
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with the campaign in Korea I consider scheme should b 


allowed to go forward and I would be grateful if you wou 


inform the Consul General accordingly. «Se Embassy are 
being informed to this effect. 

5. We are considering whether the willingness of Hong 
Hong to cooperate in this project can be used to advantage 


to secure some alleviation of the American embargo. 
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The draft telegram to Hong Kong enclosed 
in your letter 54501/2/51 of the 28th September, 


about the American recruitment of .Chinese 


civilians,seems to meet the situation excellently.) 
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to make quite clear to the State Department that 
we are concerned wetéah the manner in which this 
project was carried out and that we hope you 


will not have cause for similar complaint in 
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Saint Ye 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 8.W.1. 
28th September, 1951. 


, 


OUT 


fois us 


he draft tel to Hong Kong enclosed 
in your letter 54501/2/51 of the 28th September 
about the American recruitment of Chinese 
civilians, seems to meet the situation 
excellently. I em glad that you have felt 
able to agree to the scheme. One small point: 
I should be grateful if you would have the 
telegram repeated to Peking, as well as to 
Tokyo and Washington. 


We will now ask the Embassy in Washington 
to make quite clear to the State Department 
that we are concerned at the manner in which 
this project was carried out and that we hope 
you wilj not have cause for similar complaint 
in future. 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


M4 FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


54.504 /2 


Typeax 


TO HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


Sent 29th September, 1951. 16.30 hrs. 


PRIORITY 


No. 1458 Secret 


Addressed to Governor Hong Kong. 
Repeated tQ Tokyo. 
" Washington. 
‘ " Peking. 


My telegram No. 1108. 
Recruitment of Ghinese in Hong Kong. 


You will see from telegram under reference 
that visas were issued without full knowledge 
of facts and while regretting this United States 
Embassy here have assured Poreign Office that there 
was no intention to disguise purpose of mission. 


2s Foreign Office are now making clear to the 

State Department our disapproval of the procedurs 
which was adopted by the Commander of the U.N. forces 
im Korsa in the hope thet this will prevent your 
having similar ground for complaint in the future. 


3 Possibility. of recruitment from other areas 
has been considered but is not considered practicable 
for @ Wariety or reasons. 


lie I fully appreciate objections raised in your 
telegram 984, but H.M.G@. and Hong Kong are already 
closely associated with the Korean campaign in 
such a variety of ways that it is to be hoped that 
the voluntary recruitment of a limited mumber of 
Chinese for employment as civilians should not 
attract any violent reactions from G.P. Government. 
fn this cennection, Foreign Offices understand from 
American Embassy that requisite number of Chinese 
have already been recruited and there has been no 
publicity. 7 


5e Wor these reasons and particularly because reorientation of 
communist prisoners of war in Korea is an important | 

project which merits our support as member of 

United Nations associated with the campaign in Korea 

I consider scheme should be allowed to go forward 

end I would be grateful if you would inform the Gonsul 

General accordingly. U.S. Embassy ae informed 


imaise effsct. 


6. We are considering whether the willingness 
of Hong Kong to co-operate in this project can 


be used to advantage to secure some alleviation 
of the American embargo. 


(Gopies sent to Foreign Office for repetition 
to Tokyo, Washington and Peking 


jopies sent to 3- 


Foreign Office eGeG. Trench 
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(F.S. Tomlinson, 
HEQe, 

British Embassy, 
| Washington. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
OUTFILe 4 October, 1951. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


In John Shattock's absence(on a week's 
Leave} Il am writing to you about the American 
recruitment of Chinese civilians in Hong 
Kong for duties connected with the 
reorientation of Chinese and North Korean 
prisoners of war, 

You will have seen from the exchange of 
telegrams between Hong Kong and the Colonial 
Office, and between ourselves and Ueetre: 
resting with Colonial Office telegram No. 1158 
of the 29th September to Hong Kong, that the 
way in which the Americans set about their 
recruiting caused a good deal of 
understahdable irritation in both 
Hong Kong and the Colonial Office. To give 
you the whole picture, 1 enclose copies of 
Rob Scott's letter FC 1828/4 of the 21st 
September to Paskin, and the latter's reply 
(which coveredthe draft of Colonial Office 
telegram No. 1158 to Hong Kong). You will 
see that, while nod stressed the usefulness 
of the American project and the desirability 
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POREIGN OFFICE, 3.W. 


kth October, 1951. 
OUTFILE 


In John Shattock's absence (on a week’s leave), 
I an writing to you about the American recruitment 
of Chinese civilians in Hong Kong for duties connected 
with the reorientation of Chinese and North Korean 
prisoners of war. 


* 


y * 


You will have seen from the exchange of telegrams 
between Hong Kong and the Colonial Office, and between 
ourselves and T » resting with Colonial Office 
telegrams No. 1156 of the 29th September to Hong Kong, 
that the way in which the Americans set about their reeruit= 
ing caused a deal of understandable irritation in both 

Colonial Office. 
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Will you please therefore speak to the State 
. Department on these lines at a convenient opportunity. 
It will probably not be entirely cpected as we have 
told Arthur Ringwalt of what we are proposing to do. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


D. 3rd October, 1951. 
R. 3rd . me 10.15 hrs. 


PRIORITY 
No. 1067. Secret. 


Addressed to §. of 8° 

Repeated to Peking No. 177, Tokyo No. 58 and 
Washington No. 90. 
(S. of 8. please pass to all). Begins. 


Your telegram No. 14158." + -< ee ag \ buyle 
Recruitment of Chinese in Hong Kong. | 


American Embassy statements referred to in your 

eyes 4 are incorrect and misleading. Matters had not 

rogressed beyond preliminary registration of possible 

candidates when the 0.S. Consul General suspended action at my 
renusat, As for publicity, @ more or less accurate account 
of Recruiting Officers' activities was given in the two main 
left-wing Chinese newspapers on 19th September stati Cee . 
applicants had been told they would be sent to Tokyo : 
training before proceeding to Korea, and on 26th i ae 
another vernacular newspaper alleged that the Chinese 
apsistant had extracted bribes from candidates. 


2. I am informing the 0.8. Consul-General of your 
decision. In doing so, however, I am asking him to ensure that 
Recruiting Officer is in mufti on his return and that his 
operations are conducted as discreetly as possible, although, 
in view of press comment referred to above, it is I fear 
improbable that further publicity can be avoided. Ends. 


(Copies sent to Forsign Office for POpeh? sr Or to Peking, Tokya 
and Washington) 


Copies sent tos— 


Foreign Qffice - Mr. N.C.C. Trench 
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The Church House, 
eat Smith Street, 


Srosvol : a 6 / | London, SeWel. 
My reference... 54.501 / 2/ 51 ° | | c 5 4 5th October, 19516 


Your reference... F.Co1 828/; vinci 


WwW, jeu i 
I enclose for wal dies information a copy of Hong Kong 
telegram No. 1067/ Secret of the 3rd October, which shows that 
the Governor has acquiesced in the decision to allow the 
United States authorities to recruit the 50 Chinese they need 
for work in Korea. | 


You will however see that the United States Enbasay's 
statement, quoted in the sixth paragraph of your letter to me 
of the 21st September, was mistaken. This is not the first 
time that their information about affairs in Hong Kong has 
turned out to be faulty and we mst clearly be on our guard 


in futute against accepting statements from the United States pri? 
Embassy as “Gospel*. acentene 


(pron oe 


Von— 


: ee 
Ms 
as 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


FROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


D. 3rd October, 1951. 
R. 5rd ¥ ne 10.15 hrs. 


PRIORITY 
No. 1067. Secret. 


Addressed to §. of 8. 

Repeated to Peking No. 177, Tokyo Wo. 58 and 
Washington No. 90. 
(S. of S&S. please pass to all). Begins. 


Your telegram No. 1458. 
Recruitment of Chinese in Hong Kong. 


American Embassy statements referred to in your 

ephes-ha 4 are incorrect and misleading. Matters had not 

ressed beyond preliminary registration of possible 

canti dates when the U.S. Consul General suspended action at my 

request. As for publicity, a more or less accurate account 
of Recruiting Officers’ activities was given in the two main 
left-wing Chinese newspapers on 19th September stati oo 
applicants had been told they would be sent to Tokyo - 
training before proceeding to Korea, and on 26th A tee EE 
another vernacular newspaper alleged that the Chinese 
assistant had extracted bribes from candidates. — 


2. I am informing the U.S. Consul~General of your 
decision. In doing 80, however, I am asking him to ensure that 
Recruiting Officer is in mufti on his return and that his 
operations are conducted as discreetly as possible 9 although, 
in view of press comment referred to above, it is I fear 
improbable that further publicity can be avoided. kKnds. 


(Copies sent to Foreign Office for PREG EL SEEM: to Peking, Tokyo 
and Washington) 


Copies sent tos- 


- Foreign Office — Mr. N.C.C. Trench 
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(This telegram is ef particular Fe and sheul 
retained by the autherised recipient and net passed en 
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Mr. Laub. 2.11 pm. 10th Octeber, 1951. 


D 
No: _ 1561, ae 
10th Octeber, 1951, R: 3.28 PeMe 10th Octeber, 195 ° 


SECRET. 


Addressed Heng Keng télegram Ne: 559 ef 10th Octebex 
Repeated fer infermation te Fereign Office. 


Your telegram Ne: 1067 te Celenial Office: recruitment 
ef Chinese, eS og 


I sheuld be grateful if yeu ceuld let me have by bag 
cepies with tramslatiens if pessible ef relevant press 
extracts as they might be useful fer reference. 


2. We have net se far seen any mentien in the lecal 
press and it is just pessible that the Chinese Gevernnent 
may be reluctant te publish at present anything suggesting 
that the Chinese may be velunteering te serve the United Nations 


in Kerea. In any case I agree abeut the impertance of the 
utmest discretion. 


China a Saree Department. 
United Nations Political Department. 
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Washington, D.C. 


Sth November 1951. 


Ay Denwe jokes, (Fix 1626/10 


I am afraid your letter of 4th October (FC 1828/6), 
, about the American recruitment of Chinese citizens in Hongkong 
got prematurely buried and was only recently disinterred,. 


When 1 took an opportunity of mentioning this matter 
to Johnson, who is at present acting for Livéy Merchant, it 
was clear that the State Department had been made fully aware 
of our concern through Arthur Ringwalt. Johnson made no 
effort to defend the procedure of the United States military. 
Indeed he said there was a tendency amongst some junior and 
middle rank United States officers to take the words "Commander 
in Chief, Far East" quite literally, and to ignore the existence 
of sovereign states in the Far East and act as though clearance 
through military channels was all that was ever needed. The 
State Department were doing their best to combat these dangerous 
misapprehensions,. 


I took the opportunity to revert to the despatch by 
SCAP of an economic mission to South East Asia, when the 
military had similarly behaved in a cavalier fashion calculated 
to frustrate their own objectives. I said that it was clearly | 
important in all our interests that SCAP and his minions should 
be made effectively aware of the facts of international life 
in the Far East and of correct diplomatic procedures. 


Johnson took all this in good part. Incidentally, he 
would be of course acutely embarrassed, to put it mildly, if 
the fact that he had indulged in some pretty frank strictures 
on the United States military in a conversation with me were 
to become known to other American officials. 
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F. S. Tomlinson 


J. QO. Lloyd, Esq., 
China and Korea Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London S.W. 1 
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(1951) 
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MINUTES 


There is unguestionably much room for improvement 
in the marital habits of the Chinese. The measures 
outlined here seem very reasonable although a lot 
depends on the method of enforcement. It is worth 
noting that the People's Courts will play a very large 
part in the enforcement and interpretation of the law. 
It seems likely that the law will b nforced, at least 
a good deal better than the similar legislation by 
the Nationalists, except for gome of the provisions 
which are clearly almost impossible to enforce in 
China (e.g. the surprisingly high limit for marriage 
given in Article 4). The action of the authorities 
enforcing the law will probably be backed up by 
public opinion which in a People's democracy can be a 
very potent force. o 


The measures On paper are a geed example of 
sensible and enlightened legialation. 1t is .in. their 
emphasis on measures Of this nature that the main 
strength of the Chinese Communists lies. The tendency 
is to attract to their cause the most intelligent 
and idealistic young Chinese (and other Asians); once. 
in the fold they rapidly assimilate, or have drummed 
into them, the whole Communist point of view. 


Worthy of note are Articles 9 and 10 (equality 
between husband and wife). Article 13 (the children's 
Guty Of maintaining their parents seems Chinese rather 
than Communist), and Article 17 (divorce). Article 
19 with its exceptions in favour of members of the 
revolutionary forces and Article 27 with its reference 
to the minority races are characteristic of Chinese 
Communist legislation. 


I should bé grateful for the observations of 
Northern Department On how this compares with the 
present Russian marriage daw, in particular an provisio 
about divorce. 


Copy to Genet l Meciatry Office, semana House. 
Extract paragraph 8 of cOvering despatch and copy e#u cM 
full text of 
Office. 
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January Sth, 1951. 


Bo.:6 © 
(1€31/1/51) 


UNC LaSS IF TED 


I have the honour to transmit a copy, in translation, of the 
Marriage Law of the People's Republic of China. - This law, having 
been passed by the seventh session of the hove niin Council on 
i3th April, was published on 16th. April and (by order of the Central 
People's Government made on 30th April) came into force on lst May, 
1950. ° All provisional regulations and measures relating to marriage 
previously promulgated in the various "liberated areas" were 
simultaneously abrogated. 
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2. As the first piece of legislation of a national, permanent and 
fundamental character to be enacted by the Central People's Government, 
as well as for its intrinsic importance, the Marriage Law deserves 
special attention. sufficient reason for the priority accorded it is 
perhaps to be found in the high proportion of marriage suits in the 
total mumiber of suits brought. in the People's Courts, which clearly 
made it most desirable to supersede varying and possibly conflicting 
local regulations and practice by uniform principles, on the basis of 
which such cases should be heard and decided. (The People's Courts 
have not attempted toalminister. justice on the basis of the laws of 
the former National Government, whose "Six Codes" were formally 
declared invalid in April, 1949). 


3. Political reasons may, however, have been even more compelling 
than the immediate practical reasons for the early enactment of the 
Marriage Law. By explicitly proclaiming the abolition of the feudal 
system (of arranged compulaory marriage and the superiority of men 
over women). in favour of a "new Saunnrathe marriage system" (of free-. 
dom of marriage and equal rights for men and women), this law is 
designed to facilitate the emancipation of many millions of as yet 
"unliberated" Chinese women, and thus to release for the benefit of 
the revolution a great store of potential energy. Numerous reports - 
of country women who, as a result of group study of the marriage law 
in the light of their own experience, have been moved to become cadres, 
show that this process is already at work. It is true that educated 
women, and to a lesser extent women city-dwellers in general, have been 
free socially for a number of years, even in Nationalist China, but 
this freédom has had its limitations and the field. of activity of the 
great majority has not extended far outside the home, fhe part taken 
by women in social economic and political activities. in the older 
"liberated areas", on the other hand, and the high proportion of 
women among the great numbers of cadres trained in the last two years, 
show that the emancipation of women under. the Communist-led regime is 
something much more far-reaching. Among the peasants,.women in 
general are potentially at least as active revolutionaries as men, and, 
. because they have more to hope for in improvement of their position in 
society, many bf them are even more enthusiastic than their pe are. — 
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4. The basic principles .of the new law are all contained in the 
first Article which, inter alia, abolishes the feudal system of 
arranged marriages and institutes a system of freedom of marriage 

and equal rights for men and women, and protection of the lawful 
interests of women and children. Most of the provisions of 

Chapters III to VII, relating to the rights and duties of husband and 
wife, relations be tween parents and children, and divorce and its 
cansequences, flow logically and naturally from the basic principle 
of equality. The most important provisions are probably those 
contained in Articles 9 and 10, providing that both husband and wife 
Shall be free to choose their occupation, to engage in work, and to 
engage in social activities, and that both shall have equal rights of 
ownership and disposal of property. Certain provisions (e.g. those 
contained in the middle section of ‘Article 15 and in Article 18), 
which protect the woman as against. the man, have been criticized as 
being a departure from the principle of equality, but this criticism 
has been countered by explanations of the necessity for such 
protection at the present stage of development of Chinese society. 

In general, the law has been welcomed by enlightened opinion, non- 
Communist as well as Communist, as being humané and wise. 


5. The scope of the present law is basically the same as that of 
Chapter II (Narriage) and Chapter TII (Parents and Children) of 
Book IV (Family) of the "Civil Code of the Republic of China", : 
promulgated by the former National Government on 26th November, 1930. 
Although the 129 articles comprised in these two chapters contained 
very few general principles, they did, in theory, grant women equal 
freedom to contract marriage, and equal status in marriage with men; 
and they included detailed provisions governing betrothal, the 
conclusion of marriage, matrimonial property regimes, md divorce, 

In practice, however, it is doubtful if these provisions of the Civil . : 
Code have affected the lives of more than a very.small number OF bia 
women, all in the educated middle class, Although the present law 
contains only twenty-seven articles and does not for the most part 
provide for the detailed application of the principles it establishes, 
it is so framed as. tole capable of enforcement in practice by the 
People's Courts, to which recourse is more frequently had by the — 
ordinary people now that justice is found to be dispensed impartigid 
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6. You will observe that, under Article 17 of the new law, divoree 
by mutual consent or at the-instance of one of the parties to a : 
marriage, may under certain conditions be established, like marriage, 
by simple registration with the local authorities. | 


7. & widespread, saws ier to explain and popularise the new lay, 
particularly in women's organisations, was undertaken shortly after 
its promulgation, and it was for some time a principal subject of 
group-study. Numerous reports have been published in the press of 
cases in which local cadres, or other persons, in the country districts 
have violated women's rights under the new law, and of the steps taken 
by the authorities to redress these wrongs. The breaking-down of the 
old marriage system is in the nature of things likely to prove an even 
more difficult task than the achievement of agrarian reform (which is 
being undertaken very cautiously in the new liberated areas) and it 
will no doubt be aope Jime before the new law can be Said to be 
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generally in force. ue 
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S. - British subjects marrying in China after the enactment of the 
new law are directly affected by Article 6, which provides that both 
parties to a marriage shall register it with their local People's 
Government, who will issue a marriage certificate, and that no 
marriages not conforming to the provisions of the law shall be 
registered. It follows that marriages celebrated by open ceremony 
in the presence of two witnesses (which requirements are satisfied by 
both church and consular ceremonies) no longer in themselves satisfy 
the requirements of Chinese law. There appears to be no objection in 
the new law to the performance of any extra marriage rites, providing 
that the essential requtrement of registration is complied with. I 
presume also that duly authenticated evidence of the registration of 
a marriage under the new law would be accepted by the English céurts 
as proof of marriage. | 


9. I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Excellency the 
Governor of Hong Kong, His Excellency the Commissioner General for 
South Fast Asia, and to His Majesty's Consular Officers at all posts 
in China, and further enclose an extra copy for the General Register 
Office, Somerset House, in accordance with request contained in the 
Treaty Department letter to the Chancery of this Embassy No. TM 10/2 
of the 10th May, 1950. 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 
Cs 
wit, 
Your obedient Servant, 


J.C .HUTCHISON 
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(SLATI ON 


THE MARRIAGE LAW OF THE PEOPLE'S REFUBLIC 
, A. 


Passed by the 7th Secsion of the Government Council of the 
Central Feople's Government on the 13th April, 1950. 


Chapter I, Principles, 


Article 1. 


The feudal marriage system of arranged compul- 
sory marriage, in which the man is superior and the woman 
inferior, and the interests of the children are disregar- 
ded, is abolished. <A new democratic marriage system of 
freedom of marriage for mén and women and monogamy, in 
whieh mon and women have equal rights and the lawful in- 
terests of women and children are protected, is instituted. 


Article oe 


Polygamy and the taking of gontubines are pro- 
hibited. The taking-in of child daughters-in-law is pro- 
hibited. Interference in the freedom of widows to marry 
is prohibited. The demanding of money or goods by any 
hibite on the pretext of matrimonial relationships is pro- 
hibited. : ; 


Chapter II. Marriage. 


Article 3. 


Marriage requires the complete personal con- 
sent of both the man and the woman. Neither party may 
compel the other nor may any third party interfere, 
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Artiole 4. 


Men may marry only when they have reached the 
age of twenty years. Women may marry only when they have 
reached the age of eighteen years. 


Article 5, 


Narriage is prohibited to men and women where 
any of the following circumstances exist — | 


i. Vhere they are lineal blood relatives, or 
are brother and sister by the same father and mother, or 
brother and sister by the same father but a different 
mother, or by the same mother but a different father, 
Questions of the prohibition of marriage of blood rela- 
A llateral branches within five generations are 


to be decided according to custom. 


4i, Where they are impotent on account of 
physical disability. | . > ) 
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Artiole 6. 


A marriage requires the personal attendance of 
both the man and the’ woman. at. the Feople's Government 
(ward or neighbourhood) in their locality for registration. 
On the occasion of all marriages which conform to the pro- 
visions of this law a marriage certificate shall forthwith 
be issued by the People's Government in the locality. 


; 


| No marriages which do not conform to the pro- 
visions or this law are to be registered, 


Chapter IIl. Rights‘ and Duties of Hus- 
band & Wife, | 


Article 7. 


| Husband and wife are partners in a common life, 
and their status in the homé is equal, 


Mutual love and mutual respect, mutual assis- 
tance and mutual maintenance, harmonious unity, labour for 
production, the nurture of children, and striving in com- 
mon for the happiness of the home and the building of the 
new society are obligations of husband and wife, 


Article 9. 


Husband and wife have freedom to choose their 
occupation, engage in work and engage in sociel activi- 
ties, | . 

Artiole 10. 
Husband and wife both have equal right of owner- 


ship and right of disposal in regard to property in the 
home. 


Arbicle 11. 


Husband and wife alike have the right to use 
their own names. 


| Husband and wife have the right of mutual suc- 
cession to inheritance. 


- Ke) ~ 


are applicable to the mutual relations between adopted 
children and foster-parents. 


The drowning of infants or other similar cri- 
minal action is strictly prohibited. 


Article 14. 


Parents and ohildren have the right of mutual 
succession to inheritance. 


Article 15. 


Children born out of wedlock enjoy equal rights 
with children born in wedlock, No person may Herm Chem oF 
discriminate against them. 


Where paternity of a child born out of wedlock 
is proved by the natural mother or other evidence given 
by persons or exhibited, the natural father shall be res- 
ponsible in whole or in part for the necessary living ex- 
penses and education oe pe of the child, until the 
child reaches the age of eighteen years. Where the natu- 


ral mother agrees, the natural father may recover the child 
and maintain it himself. 


Where the mother marries someone else, the 
provisions of Article 22 shall be applicable in regard 
to the maintenance of children born previously. 


Article 16. 


The husband shall neither ill-treat nor dis- 
criminate against children reared by his wife and born 
to her Sy a previous husband, nor may the wife ill-treat 
or discriminate against children reared by her husband 
and born to him by a previous wife. 


Chapter V. Divorce 
Article 17. 


Where the man and the woman both consent there- 
to, divorce is permitted, Where either the man or the 
women insists on divorce and reconciliation by the ward 
People's Government and a judicial organ has fateee, «i 
vorce is also permitted. 


: Where both the man and the woman consent to 
the divorce, both shall register with the ward People's 
Government and obtain a divorce certificate, Where the 
ward People’ s Government has ascertained bg investiga- 

tion that both pax actually coprant and that appro- 
Froperty, | to oe 
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or municipal People's Courts shall also first undertake 
reconciliation in divorce cases. If reconciliation fails, 
they shall immediately give judgment. 


Where after divorce the man and tise Women con- 
sent to resume matrimonial relationship, they shall register 
the resumption of marriage with the ward People's Govern- 
ment. The ward Peorle's Government shall register it and 
issue a certificate of resumption of marriage. 


Article 18. 


During the woman's pregnancy the man may not 
demand divorce. A demand by the man for divorce cannot 
be made before the expiry of one year after the delivery 
of the child, but this shall not apply to a demand for 
divoros by the woman... | 


Article 19. 


Where a member of the revolutionary forces 
still in service is in communication with his home, his 
(her) agreement must be obtained in the event of a demand 
for divorce by his (her) spouse. 


From the date of promulgation of this law, 
where a member of the revolutionary forces has not com- 
municated with his (her) home for a period of two years 
divorce may be granted in the event of a demand therefor 
by his{her) spouse. | 


Where, prior to the promulgation of this law, 
no communication has been received from @ member of the 
revolutionary forces for two years or more, and he (she) 
has net communicated with his (her) home for a period of 
one year after the promulgation of this law, divorce may 
elso be granted in the event of a demand therefor by his 
(her) spouse. 


Chapter VI. Maintenance, Rearing and Edu- 
"gation of Children after Di- 
voroe, | 


The blood relationship between parents and chil- 
dren is not extinguished by the divorce of the parents. 
After divorce, no matter whether the children are main- 
teined by the mother or by the father, they are still the 
children of both, : : 


After divoroe parents are still responsibl 
Pi the mainténance and education of children born — 
then. 


Article 21. 


After divorce, the sien shall be responsible in 
whole or in part for the necessary living expenses and 
education expenses of children maintained by the woman. 
The amount of the expenses and the length of the period 
Shall be fixed by mutual agreement. Where no agreement 
ean be reached,a ruling shall be given by the People's 
Court. The method of payment of the expenses shall be 
by cash, or goods, or by cultivating for the child land 
received by the ehild during the division of land. 
fTranslator's Note. From the Chinese text it would 


appear that the ownership rights over the land are vested 
in the child/. 


Agreements or rulings made at the time of di- 
vorce in respect of living expenses and education expen- 
ses of ghildren shall not prevent the children making re- 
quests to either the father or the mother for amounts 
exceeding the amounts originally laid down in the agree- 
ment or ruling. : 


Article 22, | 


Where, after a woman has re-married, her new 
husband is willing to be responsible in whole or in 
pert for the living expenses and education expenses of 
children previously born tg the woman, the responsibi- 
lity of the children's natural father may be appropria- 
tely decreased or he may be exempted therefrom. 


Chapter VII. Property and Livelihood 
ia after Divorce. 


“Article 25 


At the time of divorce the pre-marital proper- 
ty of the woman shall revert to her ownership, The dis- 
posal of other property of the home shall be arranged by 
mutual agreement. Where no agreement can be reached,the 
People's Court shall give a ruling in the light of the 
actual circumstances of property in the home, having re- 
gard to the interests of the woman and children and the 
principle of benefiting the development of production. 
Where in the division of property the amounts obtained 
by the woman and children are sufficient for the living 
and education expenses of the children, the man need 
bear no further responsibility for the living and edu- 
cation expenses of the children. : 


Article 24, 


Obligations arising out of the common life of - 
the former husband and wife shall at the time of divoroe 


be redeemed out of the property acquiredduring tha 
the common life or the amount of 

insufficient to Com Tedeem the obli 
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redeem their own individual obi n 
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Article 25. 


Where, after divorce, one party has not re- 
married and meets with difficulties in livelihood, the 


— party shall assist in maintaining €the first} par- 
y. 


The method and period of assistance shall be 
mutually agreed. Where no agreement can be reached the 
Feople's Court shall give a ruling. © 


Chapter VIII. Supplementary Pro- 
visions. 


Article 26. 


Contraventions of this law shall be punishable 
by law. 


Any person who by interference with the free- 
dom of marriage causes death or injury to the person 
whose freedom is interfered with, shall also benr res- 
ponsibility under criminal law. 


Article 27. 


This law shall enter into forcee from the date 
of promulgation. 


In areas in which minority races are aggregated, 
the Larger Administrative Area People's Government (or 
Military and Political Commission) or the Provincial Peo- 
piss Government taaly , Ay certain amendments or additions 

o this law in the light of the actual circumstances of 
the marriage problems of the minority races and submit 
them to the Political Affairs Yuan for approval and en- 
forcement. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
,¥ PEKING. 
January sth, 1951, 
1831/1/51) 
UNC LASS TF TED 


Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit a copy, in translation, of the 
Marriage Law of the People's Republic of China. This law, having 
been passed by the seventh session of the Government Council on 
13th April, was published on 16th April and (by order of the Central 
People's Government made on 30th April) came into force on lst May, 
1950, All provisional regulations and measures relating to marriage 
previously promulgated in the various "liberated areas" were : 
Simultaneously abrogated, 


2. As the first piece of legislation of a national, permanent and 
fundamental character to be enacted by the Central Peoplets Government, 
as well as for its intrinsic importance, the Marriage Law deserves 
special attention, Sufficient reason for the priority accorded it is 
perhaps to be found in the high proportion of marriage suits in the 
total number of suits brought in the People's Courts, which ¢learly 
made it most desirable to supersede varying and possibly conflicting 
local regulations and practice by uniform principles, on the basis of 
which such cases should be heard and decided. (The People's Courts 
have not attempted to administer justice on the basis of the laws of 
the former National Government, whose "Six Codes" were formally 
declared invalid in April, 1945) , ; 


3. Political reasons my, however, have been even more compelling 
than the immediate practical reasons for the early enactment of the 
Marriage law. By explicitly proclaiming the abolition of the feudal 
system (of arranged compulsory marriage and ‘the superiority of men 
over women) in favour of a "new democratic marriage system" (of froe- 
dom of marriage and equal rights for men and women), this law is 
designed to facilitate the emancipation of many millions of as yet 
"unliberated" Chinese women, and thus to release for the benefit of 
the revolution a great store of potential energy. Numerous reports 
of country women who, as a result of group study of the marriage law 
in the light of their own experience, have been moved to become cadres, 
show that this process is already at work. It is true that educated 
women, and to a lesser extent women city-dwellers in general, have been 
free socially for a number of years, even in Nationalist China, but 
this freedom has had its limitations and the field of activity. of the 
great majority has not extended far outside the home. The part taken 
by women in social economic and political activities in the older 
"liberated areas", on the other hand, and the high proportion of 
women among the great numbers of cadres trained in the last two years, 
show that the emancipation of women under the Communist-led regime is 
something much more far-reaching. Among the peasants, women in 
general are potentially at least as active revolutionaries as men, and, 
because they have more to hope for in improvement of their position in. 
society, many of them are even more enthusiastic than their men are. 


The Right Honourable 
Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
etc., etc., etc., 
His Majesty's Seeretary of State 
for ore atta tses ey 


i Sak ge % 
fae ? i 


x v a. 

" ‘ <3 " . m - a 3 ‘ ee eer y! bas 

at, i oe et een ieee i he eee Cle et eS ) a ee fo 2. Sie fee ee eee eee See ee aes oe | ed Mins ie Pay a 2 es re 
ye 


ae tas 


4. The basic principles of the new lav are ail contained in the 
first Article which, inter alia, abolishes the feudal system of 
arranged marriages and institutes a system of freedom of marriage 

and equal rights for men and women, and protection of the lawful 
interests of women and children; Most of the provisions of . 
Chapters III to VII. relating to the rights and duties of husband and 
wife, relations between parents and children, and divorce and its 
consequences, flow logically and naturally from the basic principle 
of equality. The most important provisions are probably those 
contained in Articles © andi® providing that both husband and wife 
shall be free to choose their occupation, to engage in work, and to 
engage in social activities, and that both shall have equal rights of 
ownership and disposal of property. Certain provisions (e.g. those 
contained in the middle section of Article 15 and in Article 18), 
which protect the women as against the man, heve been criticized as 
being a departure from the principle of cquality, but this criticism 
has been countered by explanations of the necessity for such 
protection at the present stage of development of Chinese society. 
In general, the law has been welcomed by enlightened opinion, non- 
Communist as well as Communist, as being humane and wise. 


5. The scope of the present law is basically the same as that of 
Chapter II (Marriage) and Chapter III (Parents and Children) of 

Book IV (Family) of the "Civil Code of the Republic of China", 
promulgated by the former National Government on 26th November, 1930, 
Although the 129 articles comprised in these two chapters cont>ined 
very few general principles. they did, in theory, grant women equal 
freedom to contract marriage, and equal status in marriage with men; 
and they included detailed provisions governjie# hetrothal, the 
conclusion of marriage, matrimonial property regimes, and divorce, 

In practice, however, it is doubtful if these provisions of the Civil 
Code have affected the lives of more than & very smll number of 
women, all in the educated middle class. . Although the present law 
contains only twenty seven articles and does not for the most part 
provide for the detailed application of the principles it establishes, 
it is so framed as to be capable of enforcement in practice by the 
People's Courts, to which recourse is more frequently had by the 
ordinary people now that justice is found to be dispensed impartially 
and at a negligible cost. 


a ei le RS SEE Er ee amas ie re 5 Sco 


i tae eet cial 1 ieee sient pili ne ieee eet 


6. You will observe that, under Article 17 of the new law, divorce 
by mutual consent or at ‘the instance of one of the parties to a 
marriage, my under certain conditions be established, like marriage, 
by simple registration with the local authorities. iB 


7. A widespread campaign to explain and popularise the new law, 
particularly in women's organisations, was undertaken shortly after 
its promulgation, and it was for some time a principal subject of 
group-study. Numerous reports have been published in the press of - 
cases in which local cadres, or other persons, in the country districts 
have violated women's rights under the new law, and of the steps taken 
by the authorities to redress these wrongs, The breiking-down of the 
old marriage system is in the neture of thi..::: likely to prove an even 
more difficult task than the achievement of agrarian reform (which is 
being undertaken very cautiously in the new liberated areas) and it 
will no doubt be sons . »s before the new law ean be said to be 
geners?" in force. | oe 
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8. British subjects marrying in China after the enactment of the 
new law are directly affected by Article 6, which provides that both 
parties to a marriage shall register it with their local People's 
Government, who will issue a marriage certificate, and that no 
marriages not conforming to the provisions of the lay shall be 
registered, It follows that marriages celebrated by open ceremony 
in the presence of two witnesses (which requirements are satisficd by 
both church and consular ceremonies) no longer in themselves satisfy 
the requirements of Chinese law. There appears to be no objcction in 
the new law to the performance of any extra marriage rites, providing 
that the essential requirement of registration is complied with, I 
presume also that duly authenticated evidence of the registration of 
a marriage under the new law would be accepted by the English courts 
as proof of marriage. 


9. Iam sending a copy of this despatch to His Excellency the 
Governor of Hong Kong, His Excellency the Commissioner General for 
South East Asia, and to His Majesty's Consular Officers at all posts 
in China, and further enclose an extra copy for the General Register 
Office, Somerset House, in accordance with request contained in the 
Treaty Department letter to the Chancery of this Embassy No. TM 10/2 
of the 10th May, 1950. | 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 
sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
i 


J.C .GUTCHISON 


Nita 8 
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Minutes. 


Mr. Kina, 


A Mr. K.H. Williams, of Flat 12a, 
Whitehall Court, rang me on Saturday evening 
and said that he had been in correspondence 
with the Secretary of State on the subject of 
improving relations with China; he had 
received an acknowledgement to one of his 
letters, signed by you. 


He had now seen in the papers of the 
appointment of Mr. Lamb as the new Chargé 
d'Affaires in Peking. hat he wanted to suggest 
paw was that H.M.G should consider appointiéng 

to Mr.Lamb's staff a professor who had served 
at a university in China; such a man would be 
of invaluable assistance to Nr. Lamb and 
would enable him to “get under the skin of the 
Chinese",.He had thought of suggesting Professor 
J.d0.RObinson, a United States citizen, now 
serving in China in a commercial capcity, but 
he gathered that Prof. Robinson was in fact 
wem an American agent. There were, however, 
doubtless many English candidates who could 
Fili the diii, 


I thanked Mr. Williams for ringing 
and told him I would pass on his message. 


Ge Whe: 


; 
(M.R. Starkey 
Resident Clerk. 
1st.Jan.1951 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1., 


January, 1951. 


Mr. Keith H. 
Williams, 


4, Whitehall Court, {\,./ Ais , 


S.WeLe ’ 
Mr. Bevin has asked me to reply 


to your letter of the 3lst December 
to him in which you suggest that a 


(From Mr. P.F. 
Kinna) British professor should be appointed 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


to the rts H.M. Chargé a@'aAffaires 


at Peking. /tour suggestion has been 
given careful consideration, t it is 


R4\, not felt that the present is the 
Mr. Kinng first. 


appropriate time to make the 
appointment suggested by you. I should 


add that Mr. Bevin has full confidence 
RECEIVED Ip 


DIVISION in Mr. L.H. Lamb who has recently been 
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appointed H.M. Chargé d'affaires at 
Peking. ef 


3149 Wt. 26469/137 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


(Fo 1892/1) SIGH OFFICE, &.Wele 


UNCLASSIFIED 1th January, 1952. 


Dear Sir, 


Hrs Bevin has asked me to reply to your 
letter of the 3lst December to him in which 
you suggest thet a British - 
be appointed to the staff 

6 d*Affaires at Peking. 


Your suggestion hes been given c 
considerat ion, but it is not felt that 
present is the ae se ime to 

pointment suggeste youe I should 
that Mr, in has full confidence in 
lire Le He Lamb who has recentiy been : 
His Majesty*s rgé6 d*Affaires at Pek: 


faithfully, 


A tO lla i ca. et i 
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BRIT ISH yt a a 


Hoe ssi | //0/ 7/50) 2ist September, uf p50 


Copied to: 
Poreign Office, Wo. ()3 


CONFIDENTIAL 
(ty dear Bateh), 


a ne ee ee ee 


Just before we left Tientsin I wrote to let you 
know of the difficulties which the local authorities mde 
for us at the last moment. The most spiteful and 
unjustifiable of their actions was the victimisation of 
Ho. 1 » Hef Chin-shan, who wee to have left for Sha 
one we "an advanee of us. 


2. After about five days of negotiations, which 
mecessitated the boy's personal attendance at three different 
paanes geo Ph “eo a permit sl ere his _ 

daugh rave permit, | 
whieh is en record in our archives at Tientsin, Fy all 
by the Public Safety Bureau on Monday gf g ugust 1th, 
and was valid until August 17th only. t that the 
permit described my boy as resident at "The British Consul's 
pmpner 9 ol at No.1 Chekiang Road, Tientsin (10) “aroused my 
suspicion. 


emnaias wnghniichoet 638 ras"shdagset shad" ihe ts 
mn at abou DeM. OR 5 e 

his wife and da ir, and our wash ne to see i 

them off, were all ushered 5 Bg Dy yo liny re their. 

mtg paige ie you etacked. na railway tickets 
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obtain any information for me. This was done, but before 
Uppal got any reply I received a telegram from Tientsin 
informing me that Hef had been released on August 3ist and 
would leave for Shanghai as soon as the necessary ari 
ments could be completed. The boy arrived here oa Salas, 
September 17th, somewhat the weree for wear. <4 had not 
been maphandled in any way, bat had been incessantly 
harangued and bullied the police for seventeen days. As 
he suffers from a weak ; and from the after effects of 
severe maltreatment inflicted on him by the Japanese at 
Ganton after Pearl Harbour, he is in a state of nervous 


exhaustion. The following is the gist of what hé has told 
MC. 


5. He was first locked up in the Tenth Area Police 
Station at the Gordon Hall. At an enrly stage of the 
preceedings the police admitted that he had been arrested 
"on auspicion". Theyhad a mass of daily reports which they 
hed obtained from two informers in my house < namely the 
coolie, Wi Kuang-fa, and the stoker~gardener P'an (employed 
by the Ministry of Werke, but dismissed by me in the middle 
ef July because he had burnt out the electric dyname of the 
dismantled central heating instalintion). The major 
Gllegations made on the strength of these reporte were <-- 


(a) that my wife and. I hed given “more than U3$2,000" 
te the » Who had solid the notes on the black 
market and handed the proceeds to us; 


(b) > the boy had purchased for himself “more than 
200 ounces ef gold bare"; and 


(ec) that the bey had qn my instructions listened to 
the radic | te (eon a small gpm Meo le 
yegistered vith the pélice as the preperty Pe 

the stoker-gardener) a supplied me 
polities) information about China. 


net had no difficulty in refuting the allegations, which 
appear te have been dropped by the police after they had 
baliied him on these lines for five days and nights. 


6. On Saturday, st 19th, he was transferred from 
the Gordon Hall Polies Sta tation to Police Headquarters at the 
Publie Safety Bureau where he was kept incommunicado for 
twelve days. Mere a different line was adopted by a fresh 

pidy tee The boy net made the ry ey mistake of 
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to dismiss those who failed to report to him the daily radio 
broadcasts. He was even suspected to having secret 
connexions with members of the police force! 


7 The police were unable to pick holes in Hell's 
replies to these fantactic allegations, No servants had 
been dismissed with the exception of three stoke.~gardeners, 
employed by the office on behalf of the Ministry of Works. 
Each of these men had been diemiesed for neglect of duty 
followed in two cases by theft or suspected theft and in the 
third case by dama.e to government property which might have 
set fire to the house. Hefi had no money other than a small 
sum advanced by me (in local currency) for his travelling 
expenses, He had no unsettled debts and the gold ornaments 
seized by the police were of very little value. He had 
never been out of the house in the evening and the names of 
fll visitors to the house and the servants’ quarters had 
becn reported regularly to the police by the two informers. 


8. When thé interrogation at the Public Safety 
Bureau had lasted for five deye a fellow prisoner, who 
appears to bave been an educated man with some knowledge of 
legal procedure, told Hef not to wrry too mich, It was 
obvious that the police had been tunable to substantiate any 
of the allegations | net him and would therefore be 
obliged to release him very soon unless the British Consul 
made formal enquiries or wrote to the authorities. in the 
on event the consequences for Hsf would of course be 
serious, : 


9» On August 29th and August 3ist the interrogation 
was conducted by an official to whom the police sho 
respect and whe was probably acting in a magisterial 
capacity, Thies official appeared te be dissatisfied with 

@ police records and somewhat impatient with the police. 
checked all of Hsfi’s statements and finally announced 
that he had spoken the truth, that he was to be released 
forthwith that the gold ornaments would be returned to 
him, Before he was released on August 31st Hel mes 
 pequired to sign a confession to the effect that 


(a) he had ill-treated the house servants; 


(») he had forced the servants to listen to the 
redio; and 


(ec) he had spread rumours, 
Pour gold rings ani one ounce of gold were 
by the police at the Gordon Hall Polic 
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14. It seems clear that the police had hoped te 
frighten the. boy into incriminating my wife and me. If so 
they must have G@iscovered at onee that Het knew nothing 
whatever abeut our financial affairs and that we never 
diseussed ee, mae household problems with him. The 
accusations agains 8 to ve been xereer three 
days before we wr iets tien sin for Shanghai, and it is note- 
worthy that our hand luggage was not searched wen we 
boarded the train. 


12. The remainder of the interrogation was obviously 
based upon the scurmilities in which Chinese servants are 
prone to indulge without much encouragement from anybody. 
Much importance seems to have been attached to Hsti's past 
history. The police were aware that he had served in the 
Chinese Labour Corps in France during World War I, and that 
he had served a long succession of my predecessors from 
about 1910 onwards. It was impressed upon him that the 
days of the British imperialists were over and that he 
should effect a “change of heart” in oréer to avoid further 
trouble. To this he replied that, though China and the 
Ghineee Government had always had hie entire loyalty, he 
was now 53 years of age. It was therefore no easy matter 
for him to make any sudden change in hie outlook on life. 
ASB he was also obliged to earn hia living, he wished te 
remain in service with English employers, whose ways he 
understood and by whom he had invariably been treated with 
kindness and respect. 


3. Heli Chin-shan has been my No. 4 Boy for the last 
five years and I knew him quite well before the war when 
hé was Blunt’s No.1 Boy. I have never suspected him of 
irregular conduct of any kind. He has excellent 
recommendations from Blunt and all other members of the 
Service by whom he has been employed, and I have no reason 
to doubt the truth of any of his statements. The day after 
his arrival here he registered himself with the Shanghai 
poliee, who had already received a report of his "case" 
from the Tientsin police. The whole rigmarole was gone 
through again with a view to intimidating him. He was 
warned not to divulge amy detalls to me and wae omfered to 
report at the — etation next weck in order that they 
may judge whet he is of good character or not. 


1h. This persecution may continue for some time, but 
the attitude of the Ghanghai authorities towards fore _ 
has hitherte been far easier than that of the authorit. 
at Tientsin - so I hope inal oe may book be Lath 46 aakens 
Meanwhile the Tientsin authorities are no doubt cong talatic 
themaclyes on their success in multi | wif 
myself the aiffienl ties of our transfer to Sha 


(Yours ever), 


7 BY SAFE HAND BRITISH CONSULATE~GENERAL , 


Ho.3si( | //0/ 7/30) 2ist September, 1950. 


Copied to 
Peneten Office, No. 173 


(ty dear Butch), 


Just before we left Tientsin I wrote to let 
know of the difficulties which the lecal authorities 
for us at the last moment. The most spitefal and 
unjustifiable of their actions was the victimisation of 
Ho. 4 » Hefi Chin-shan, who was to have left for Shanghas 
one week in advance of us. 


After about five of negotiations, which 
mepanen Sehee the boy's pepeenes attendance at three differen 


station to catch the 


definite information, but I assumed 
argea with some offence inst 
S 18th, and e hath Shombeia 


(a) tant fy size aie bed ven “more than US$? 
te the | eo the notes on the 
market 3 the proceeds to us; 


(bd) Sao the ee hak pertbenet fee Raebihe Yunve then 
LaLa ET. Le an and 


(@) mat be A 


ve been yy wentes Sater Seay hed 
him on these lines for five daze and nigh 


o 3 


oe Saeeeee Wess ee Eee Peesee Se Stn te Sealy salto 
vbreadcasts. was even suapected to having secret 
connexions with” members of the police force! 


The police were unable te pick holes in Hefi’s 
to these fantastic allegations, No servants had 
been diemissed aS re Stee a ot Stee ome 


employed. 
Each of the 


ourveney) Yor his areaiies 
neen unsettled Gebte and the gold ornaments 
zea by the ened 8 were of very little value. He hed 
never been out of the house in evening and the names of 
ail visitors to the house and the servants’ quarters had 
been reported regularly to the police by the two informers. 


&. When thé interrogation at the Public Safety 
Bureau had lested for five days a fellow prisoner, who 
sepeste te have been an educated man with some knowledge of 

legal procedure, told Hell not to wo! too much, It was 
obvious that the police had been unable to substantiate any 
ef the allegations % him and would therefore be 
obliged to release him very seon unless the British Consul 
made formal enquiries or wrote to the authorities, in the 
par pes event the consequences for Hell would of course be 
serious, 


Se On August 29th and August 3ist the inter tion 
was conducted by an pe oy to whom the police 
respect and who was ys Mado y ina magisterial 
capacity. This offic ed to be dissatisfied with 
the police records aoa ae moose with the police. 
He checked all of = vo eee Be yp announeed 
— he Bangs spoken the truth, that he wa to released 
and that the gold ornaments would be returned to 
re he was released on August 3iset Hell was 
Saablinel to sign a confession to the effect that 


(a) he had ill-treated the house servants; 


(>) he had forced the servants to listen to the 
radio; and 


(c) he had spread rumours, 


fell | 


oh « 


44. 


frighten the my 

they must have csesvened at jon et cane ek ne 

whatever about our financial rep pode and that we never 
diseusseed anything but household . oo ema with him. The 
accusations against us beer dropped three 
days before we left Tientsin AA. Shanghei, and it is note- 
worthy that our hand luggage was not searched wien we 
boarded the train. 


12. The remainder of the interregation was obviously 
based upon the sciirrilities in which Chinese servants are 
prone to indulge without: much enco t+ from anybody. 
Much importance seems to have been attached to Heti's past 
history. The police were aware that he had served in the 
Chinese Labour Corps in France during World War I, and that 
he had served a long succession of my predecessors from 
about 1910 onwards, It was impressed upon him that the 
days of the British imperialists were over and that he 
should effect a “change of heart” in orfer to avoid further 
trouble. To this he replied that, though China aad the 
Ghinese Government had always had his entire loyalty, he 

was mow 55 years of age. it was therefore no easy matter 
for him to make any sudden change in hie outlook on life. 

Ae he was also obliged to earn his living, he wished te 
remain in service with English employers, whose ways he 
understood and by whom he had invariably been treated with 
kindness and respect. 


13» Heli Chin-shan has been Novi Boy for the last 
five years and I knew him quite we before the war when 
hé was Blant’s No.i Boy. I have never suspected him of 
irregular conduct of any kind. He has excellent 
recommendations from Blunt and ail D tyr members of the 
Service by whom he por gle ae. ayy tl i adeagenn 

to doubt the trath of any of The day after 
nie arrival here he registered himself with’ the Shanghai 
poliee, whe had already received a report of his “case" 
from the Tientsin police, The whole rigmarole was gone 
through nh with a view to intimidating him. He was 
warned not to divulge Getails to me and was oréered to 
report at the — station next week in order that they 
may judge whe Ga is ot good character or not. 


1h. This peresoa ion may continue for som time, but 


the attitude of Shanghai authorities towards fore pave 
has hitherte been far easier than that of the authori 

at Tientsin - so I hope that we may soon be left in peac 
Meanwhile the Tientsin authorities are no feeds co patulatin 
themselves on their success in mul 

myself the difficul of our 


Boeck | //0/ 7/5) Sist September, 1950. 
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evening and the names of 
gli tors na the servants’ quarters had 
roen Peporte ¢ police by the two informers, 


Be When thé 
Bureau had iasted for five 


made formal enquiries or wrote to the authorities, In | 
latter event the consequences for Het would of course de 


9% Om Auguet 29th | 
was | etead by an official to whom the police sah< 
bly acting in a magisterial 
anpe te be dissatisfied with 


% he had truth 


aah sname’ shat te Satee pgation 


(a) he had ill~treated the house servante; 
(») Re had forced the servants to listen to the 
yadie; and 


oho 


seems Clear that tho police ha 
Erighton, we oy into inoriminat: 


days before we left tien n for edad cok 


wanther thet ae hand inewane wae Gos senmehed Ee ve 
boarded the train. 


12 The remainder of the interrogation was obviously 
based upon the sctirrilities in which Chinese cervaents are 
prone to indulge without much encouragenent from anybody. 
Mach importance seems to have becn attached to HsG's past 
history, The police were aware that he had served in the 
Chinese Labour Corpse in France during World War I, and that 
he had gerved a long succession of my predecessore from 
about 1910 onwards, It was impressed upon him that the 

Gaye of the British imperialista were over and that he 
should effect a “change of heart" in orfer to avoid further 
trouble, To this he replied that, tho China and 7 
Chinese Governmicnt had always had his entire loyalty, he 
was now 55 years of age. it was therefore no casy matter 
for him to make any sudden change in his outlook on life, 
AS he was algo obliged to earn hie living, he wished to 
remain in service with English employers, whose ways he 
unfersteod and by whom he had invariably been treated with 
kindness and respect, 


13. Heli Chin-shan has been my No. 4 for the last 
five years and I knew him quite before wer when 
othe Romagna: Bow oh m T haee mater quanestel bin 68 

Bo wpe of any kind, He has excelient 
ations m Blunt and ail other members of the 
a ake and I have no reason 


1 ntinidating 

warned not to divulge details to me and was ordered 

report at the police station next week in order that they 
y judge whether he ie of good character or not. 


—_— my continue for some: time, but 

ties towards fore! aoe 
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The Secretary of State does not think we 
should accept this treatment without making a 
protest. e does not expect this to do much 
good, but thinks that it is important for the 
record and he would like to make it clear to 
the Peking Government that this sort of 
treatment of our Consular representatives makes 
a very bad impression here, 
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6th January, 1951. 


= 
30 
5 oa 
o 
2. 
a 
<= 
ee 
= 
c 
7) 
Ww 
= 
> 
@ 
2 
Oo 
ca 
bo 
= 
= 
we 
2) 
Zz 


RESEDA: 


se 


aa ee 


ee 


FROM PEKING TO FORBIGN OF F36R- 


Mr, Hutehisen | CA o* df 2 3 


Nes JA Dt 1.10 pm, ‘Stir-temmerys—299t 
. 5th January, 1951. R: 1.30 poem. 5th January, 1951. 


PRIORIT 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 14 of the 


5th January, 
Repeated for information ei Singapere 


Heng ‘Kong. 


His Majesty's Consul General Tientsin today senieeted 
that His Majesty's Consul General Tihwa accempanied by his 
wife and five children, MissQuirk, Geverness, and Mr. R. 
Langdon, had been placed on beard the s,s. Heinrich Wessen | 
(which sailed today frem Tientsin fer Heng “ and departed i 
from China. 


2. Befere the ship left a _ ef the Consulate-eneral | | 
staff saw Mr. Fex-Helmes whe said that the Consulate-General | 
at Tihwa had been taken ever by the lecal autherities, The 
premises had been thereughly searched even te the extent of 
tearing up fleer beards, He and his party had been flewn te 
Peking where they had spent ene night but had net been 
allewed te get in teuch with me. Each member had been 
sllewed 60 peunds ef baggage. 


3. The enly reasen given te him fer their depertation 
was "the British are helping the Americans", 
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FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mr, Hutchisen 


De 12.55 Poem. January 5th, 1951. 
5th January, 1951. Re 12h Delle January 5th, 1951. 


dressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 


Repeated fer informatien to : Singapere 
J. S Hong Keng, 


My immediately preceding telegram. 


This high handed actien will prebably be reperted by 
Hsin Hua, If nothing appears by Sth January I prepese te 
request an explanatien frem the Ministry ef Fereign Affairs. 


2, i sheuld be glad if Heng Keng would ask His Majesty's 
Censul-General [7 grp emitted] te send a full repert from 
there, I think it weuld be best te defer considering whether 
te make any representatiens until we have this repert. 


Aas 
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ie ’ a igbh ee <5 Ree aa bala te eer 
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Pf Outward Telegram from Commonwealth Relations Office 


FAR EASTERN DEPT, 
CODE & SN CLAIR 


TO: U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CANADA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN AUSTRALIA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONZR IN NEW ZEALAND 
ACTING U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN SOUTH AFRICA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CEYLON 


» No. a 


Following is text of telesram No, 44. from Peking to Foreign 
Office dated 5th January. Begins. 


His Majesty's Consul General Tientsin today reported that 
His Majesty's Consul General Tihwa accompanied by his wife and 
five children, Miss Quirk, -Governess, and Mr. R. Langdon, had ‘ 
been placed on board the §.S. HEINRICH WESSEN (which sailed today. 
from Tientsin for Hong Kong) and deported from China. 


2. Before ship left a:member of Consulate<-General staff saw 
Mr, Fox—Holmes who said that Consulate=-General at Tihwa had been 
taken over by local authoritics. The premises had been oo 
thoroughly searched even to extent of tearing up floor boards, 
He and his party had been flown to Peking where they had spent 
one night but had not been allowed to get in touch with me, 

Each member had been allowed 60 pounds of baggage. 


36 Only reason given to him for their deportation was "the 
British are helping the Americans". linds. 


Above may be communicated to Commonwealth authoritics. 


———— 


Copy to:= 
DIL 


CRO. Mr. Re Ross 
Foreign Office Far Eastern Dept. (4) 


H.M. Ambassador for U.K. in Dublin 


W OUTWARD SAVING TELEGRAM FROM 
COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 


(BY AIR MAIL) 


FAR EASTERN DEPT 
F. 2180/10, 


O 


U HIGH COMMISSIONER CANADA 

U HIGH COMMISSIONER IN AUSTRALIA 

U HIGH COMMISSIONER NEW ZEALAND 
U HIGH COMMISSIONER SOUTH AFRICA 
U 
U 
U 
( 


HIGH COMMISSIONER INDIA 
HIGH COMMISSIONER PAKISTAN 
HIGH COMMISSIONER CEYL 


Dated 30th January, 1951) 


ee —_ 


| hwy ul * 
Y.No.26 SAVING CONFIDENTIAL ees 
-\VCICECSOL 
My telegram Y.No1/7 of Oth Piniars: 


EXPULSION FROM QHINA OF UNITED KINGDOM 
CONSUL=GENERAL AT TIHWA 


Attached are two copies of a report dated 20th January 
by Mr. G. Fox Holmes, on the events leading up to his 
expulsion. 


Ce You may give a copy of the report to the Commonwealth 
authorities. 


Br For your own information we are considering making 
a protest to the Peking Government. 


Copy tos— D.Iil 


ORO. Mr. ReROSS 
Foreign Office F.E. Dept. (4) 
HeM. Ambassador for the United Kingd 
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(we. TRENGA) 


I think the suggestion at (a) in lir 
Trench's minute is probably correct. A consular 
officer can only perform the functions with 
which he is entrusted with the consent (either 
explicit or implicit) of the authorities of the 
country where he resides. Explicit consent 
may take tne form of the issue of an exequatur 
or some other act of formal recognition (Such as 
the formal acknowledgment of a notification of 
the officer's appointment in a consular capacity, 
as was the practice under the former Chinese 
Nationalist regime). So far as I can see the 
CeP.G.- are under no sort of obligation to 
perpetuate the recognition thus given by their 
predecessors to His Majesty's Gonsuls: what they 
are doing at present, apparently, is to allow 
our consuls to fune tion on sufferancee 


As to (b) I do not call to mind any 
precedent of the kind mentionede But if the 
CeP.Ge, or the Government of any foreign State, 
allows a consul to function on its territory 
without any attempt to prevent his doing so, 
then I think it may be argued that this. 
constitutes implicit recognition of his consular 
capacity and that his Government have every justiflication 
for making representations on-his behalf in case 
of need. 


0 


9th January 1951. 


I agree with Mr, Glasse in regard to both @ 
points he deals with, and I think it is possible 
go a good deal further so far as concerns the 
question whether these officers must be recognizec 
by the C.P.G. es having consular status and as 
entitled to perform consular functions. The 
question, however, of the right of the Chinese to. 
expel them is really quite a different and 
separate question, end there I am very much 
afraid we have not got any legal case, ror 
reasons which. I will indicate. 


fo begin with the question of consular 
status. As Mr. Glasse says, the issue of @m ex 
equatur’is merely one of the variows forms in whic 
a government agrees to receive’ an efficer in a 
consular capacity. It is very uswally employed 
there’ is nothing sacred about it and any other 
“method will do as well. 


~The ext point is. that. ‘a otinnge of government 
has, of COUrse, absolutely nothing to do with © 
the matter. Indeed, the. point only crises Decsusd 
the C.P.G. has come into power by abnorm co eee A 
methods. Where one gov 
in a ‘normed Vey e = i: 


there is no question of its issuing fresh 

ex ggquaturs to all the foreign consuls in the 
ntry. Nor is there any question of its 

being entitled to say that these persons 

lose their consular status pro tem., and 

do not regain it until expressly or implicitly 

recognized by the new govermmnent. In 

princivle the position is exsectly the same 

even where the new government comes into 

power by unconstitutional means. If we Hed 

not recognizeit.ne new Chinese Government 

they might perhaps be entitled to say 

that they could not recognize our consular 

officers es Raving any status, but as we 

recognized them at ea pretty early stage, 

indeed, almost as soon es they could reasonably 

be said to have definitely established 

themselves, there is no conceivable besis 

on which the Chinese Government could refuse 

to recognize the status of our consuler 

officers alresdy in China, and already 

performing consular functions. To add to 

all this, as Mr. Glasse savs, they have 

undoubtedly, in pats. tacitly recognized the 

status of these officers by dealing with 

them ina consmlar’ capecity in one form or 

another. 


It follows from all this that in so 
far as the Chinese meintain that they do not 
recognize our officers as having consular 
status, they are in the wrong, and in the 
wrong from the legal point of view. The 
same also applics to any exolusion of ow 
consular officers if based on the same 
argument, nemely, that they have no valid 
consular status. 


On the other hand I feel that the 
Chinese do not need to invoke any arguments 
about the status or lack of status of our 
consular officers in order to justify 
expelling them from the purely legal point 
of vicw. Subject to any comments which 
Treaty Department may wish to make on 
this aspect, the position, as far as 1 know 
it, is that just as in the case of 
| diplomatic officers, the government of 
the country can atany time declare a consular 
officer or a @iplomatic officer no longer to 
be persona grata and to request his with- 
d-awal. Even the request for his withdrawal 
is probably e matter of courtesy rather | 
then of strict legal obligation. He can 
simply be told to go. This sort of thing 
is happening pretty constantly. We have had 
meny casés in the last two or three years of 
the expision of our diplomatic or consular 
officers from Iron 6urtain countries and we 
have retaliated in certain cases by doing 
the same thing to some of sich people in 


London. 
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wa tee Of course ia as ‘not mean that the 
| action ig not high-handed or unfriendly or 
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Minutes. 


question the strict legal right of the 
Chinese Governmer to behave in this way. 
We can, of course, contest their action 

in so far as they bese it on the argument 
thet they did not recognize these officers 
eg having consular status, but that is 


another matter. 
a 
tem 
* f¢ 


(G.G. Fitzmaurice) 
9th January, Agdsl 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION - 


Mr. Hutchison De 11. 1 am. 6th January, 1951 


Noe 30 R. 11.56 a.m. 6th January, 1951 
4th January, 1951 


FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


—— 


CONFIDENTIAL iF = 0) 293 fg | 


ee i i al 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 30 of January 4th 
Repeated for information to:- Bingepere. 


e¢ 2 

: s . _ 
“Ft oe) | 
J : 


Your telegrams Nos. 2226 and 2099: sevantin. 


I fear that to deliver a note in the terms proposed 
would do no good and might do harm and it seems to me that 
there are strong objections. 


2. First I do not think it would tend to strengthen the 
official standing of His Majesty's Consular Officers. In 
most places the Chinese authorities do in fact tacitly, though 
to a very limited extent, recognise that;: His Majesty's 
Consuls are officials of His Majesty's Government but unier | 
normal international practice they surely have a right not to 
recognise His Majesty's Consuls ds such unless they have 
issued an exequatur. To insist on rights which we are not 

in a position to maintain and which we would not expect to 

see granted in other countries would be unrealistic and far 
from assisting His Majesty's Consuls elsewhere in China, 

might incite the Chinese to withdraw fran them even such small 
measures of tacit recognition as is now accorded in practice. 


5- Second, to insist now upon official status ot ae 
- Consular Officers relations with the People's Government and 
- @ven when waking representation about nore ave owned by 


in all ne a about transfers « 
exit permits, ve have referred to them only by thei 
and not by their official titles: it has ken possible for them 
to establish useful contacts with the Chinese authorities only 
as individuals and not at an as acknowledged officials: the 
/position which 


CONFIDENTIAL 
PEKING TELEGRAM NO.30 TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
sulin 


position which we-have established is weak and anomalous but 
it has proved valuable and I feel it would be unwise to 


invite an attack’ which would weaken’ it Fortier and nakesit | 
less effettives p , 


4. Moreover it is not beyond the bounds of possibility 

that the Chinese might avail themselves of an insistence 

by us upon the official stavus of our Consuls in China to. 
demand that certain Chinese Consuls in Malaya approved by them 
should be officially recogniped by us, a contingency which I 
presume we would wish to avoid however remote it may seem at 
this moment, 

5. The expulsion of Steventon was essentially a security 
measure and indeed we ourselves wished to leave him in Mukden 
not so much to protest British interests (which are now 
virtmlly non existent) as to act as a listening post and to 
keep a foot in the door. We had therefore no good ostensible 
grounds for keeping him there. 


6. Furthermore Steventon did technically olistruct the soldiers 

(see paragraph 2 (f) of my telegram No. 1829) and we can 

therefore hardly dismiss the accusation as entirely specious. 
Je 

7e I hope therefore you will #9 prepared to reconsider the 

proposals in my telegram No. 1919, Mat if not I venture to 

urge that the note te amended (a) « omit the description 

of Steventon as His Majesty's Vice Consul (b) to close 

paragraph 3 at'Mukden" and-(e) to incluie paragraph 2 (b) 

of my telegram No. 1829 which is really part of Steventen’ 8 

diccount of what occurred. 


8. You may feel that if the note were to be smemas 
‘would not be worth delivering at all and I must admit that 
in view of all the serious [grp. undes,) (particularly in Korea) 
in the two months since Steventon's expulsion it now seems | 
ry much a minor matter of past history the bringing up of 
which at this late date appears somewhat pointless (more 
st cagatly as the Chinese mst be aware that we were 
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9th January, 1951 R: 5.10 pom. 10th January, 1951 
Pah Ga Wy io i ee © 


Repeated fer information te Fereign Office. 


Fereign Offiee censider that in general staff at 
Consular pests sheuld net witheut reference sign 
statements fer lecal autherities admitting faults er 
giving guarantees. iIf such cases arise yeu sheuld 
(subject te paragraph 2 belew) inform lecal autherities 
that yeu are net autherised te sign statements ef a 
nen-reutine nature witheut autherity frem me. You 
sheuld then send prepesed text te me by telegram er pest. 


2.  ##When hewever yeu censider delay in ebtaining my 
appreval might have serieus adverse censequences yeu 
have diseretien te sign ferthwith. But in any such 
cases yeu sheuld repert sending the text, 


Fereign Office enly. Your telegram Ne, 25 refers. 
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Far Eastern Department oe elu. 
Seuth East Asia Department 
Japan Department 
Persennel Departucat 
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Expulsion of H.M. Gonsul-General at. Tihwa 
[ »- alt “chek 
De Rah hde 


The Secretary of State does not think that we should 
accept this treatment without making 4 protest, 


Se This is certainly the most high-handed action the 
Chinese Government have so far taken against British officials 
in China. Their view has, of course, consistently been 
that H.M. Consuls have no official status and are resident 
only in their private capacity. We have not accepted this 
contsntion, nor do I see how we could do so. We could 

not justify the retention of Consular representatives in 
China or anywhere else in a private capacity. Admittedly 
in the past, in correspondence about transfers, entry and 
exit permits, we have referred to them only by their names 
and not by their official titles. But this has not in fact 
got us very far. Only two Consular permits have been 
granted by the Chinese and for some months now no progress 
about obtaining permits for Consular staff has been made, 


Di Sir J. Hutchison in his telegram No. 30 has, however, 
expressed some doubt in the case of Mr. Steventon's expulsion 
from Mukden about the advisability of making any strong 
protest. He feared that this might tend to weaken the 
official standing of our Consular representatives. This is 
perhaps doubtful and there is a danger that if we allow 

such action to go completely unchallenged, the Chinese may 
even be stimulated to proceed with further expulsions. 

There can, I fear, be little doubt that, as and when it suits 
them , they ‘will probably force out other Consular officers 
and failure on our part to re-act might encourage rather 
than deter whem, 


he As regards the legal position on the status of H.M. 
Consuls in China please see Mr, Fitzmaurice's minute in 
FC 1892/4. This is briefly summrised as follows:- 


(a) There is no valid basis on which the Chinese 
Government could refuse to recognise the status 
of our Consular Officers in China in cases where 
they were already performing Consular functions 
prior to the establishment of that government, 


(b) The Chinese Government is probably within its legal 
rights in expelling Consular Officers, although to 
do so in this high-handed fashion is clearly 
unfriendly and unjustified on general grounds, 


It will be seen that Mr. Fizmaurice sees no reason why we 


'~ ghould not protest to the Chinese Government, 


5. Draft telegram cleared with Mr, Fitzmaurice, sub ject 
to Treaty Department's comments 1s submitted, 


sit , 


(A.A. . Franklin) 
10th January, 1951. 
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Repeat to :— How : Your telegrams no. 44 a ad 45 / of January 


Oth ;ZoExpulsion of H.M. Consulyat Tihwa. 
SINGAPORE § ¢ : 


I consider it important that you should 


ona #8; 
WAKING M make ai/Wimedaete protest to the Ministry of 
SAV. Foreign Affairs about their high-handed and 
extremety discourteous action in expelling 
H.M. Consul-General in this peremptory fashion. 


In doing so you should make it quite clear 


REGEIVED IN C.B that this sort of treatment of H.M. Consuls 


15 JAN 109i 


inevitably creates a most unfavourable 


impression here. 


2. - While I realise that the Chinese Government 
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will in all probability ignore any represent- 


Distribution :— ations made, I consider that we should not 


a *" 
— ene ae a a Na ~ 


accept such treatment without going on record 


- 
m 
4 
2 
2 
ue 
b= 
. 
y 
: 
7 
> 
ad 
ro] 
O 
ae 
O 
. 
L 
pow 
O 
Zz 


Q 


Foreipzn Office ..ff - 
with a firm protest. I am.aware that there 


Whitehall 
is the risk that the Chinese may possibly 
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re-act by taking similar action at other posts, 
eae. but if they are set on expelling some or all 
Copies to :— bee de er or) Mem Ri Cee NIT: 3 
ae on | of H.M. Consuls they bb nea omar agaist aes : 
Chine Political 4 pay a, i Le ee aa 
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Moreover, I consider it essential that in your 


Re 


correspondence with the Minjstry of Foreign 
ofe n y 


Affairs we should not ry? aebae the Ghinesy “eontent 


efersi EM. Fox Hot 
that they have no official A 


3. I leave the form of this 


protest to your discretion. When Mr. Fox 
Holmes’ full report has been received, it may ve 
necessary to make supplementary representations, 


Please report the terms of keke your protest 


MARGIN 


and action taken. 


Fer ene Cte infotmahen eal, 
| , une legal position on the status 


- , 


of H.M. Oonis dks is briefly as follows:- 


IN THIS 


A age 


(a) ‘There ig ho valid basis on which the. 
Chinese Government could refuse to 
recognise the status of our Consular 


where 
Officers in China in cases weetRen 


BE WRITTEN 


they were already performing Consular 


~ 


functions prior to the establishment 


é , 


of that government. 


(b) The Chinese Government is probably 


within its legal rights in expelling 


Consular Officers, although to do so 


NOTHING TO 


in this high-handed fashion is clearly 


- 


- 


unfriendly and unjustified on general | 


grounds, 


5. ie letter setting out the legal position in 


greater detail follows by bag. 
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i3th January, 1951. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 
Addressed to Peking telegram No.& 


Repeated for information to Singapore and Hong Kong. 
end Saving to Washington No.16,. 


Your telegrams Nos.4) and 45 [of January 5th: 
Expulsion of His Majesty's Consul General at Tihwa]. 


I consider it important that you should make protest 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs about their high~handed 
and discourteous action in expelling His Majesty's Consul- 
General in this peremptory fashion. In doing so you should 
make it quite clear that this sort of treatment of His 


D. 3.00 p.m. 13th January, 1951. 


Majesty's Consuls inevitably creates a wost wmfavourable 
impression here, 


2. While I realise that the Chinese Governuat will 
in all probability ignore any representations made, 1 
consider that we should not accept such treatment without 
going on record with a firm protest. I am aware that there 
is the risk that the Chinese may possibly re~-act by 
taking similar action at other posts, but if they are set 
on expelling some or all of His Majesty's Consuls they 
will almost certainly do so in any case, as end when it 
suits them, ami failure to protest might well encourage 
then to be more rather than less 


eleg 


a oer 


received, it may be necessary to make supplementary 
representations. Please report the terms your 
protest and action taken. 


4. For your information only, the legal position 
on the status of His Majesty's Consuls is briefly as 
follows:- 


(a) There is no valid basis on which the Chinese 
Government could refuse to recognise the status 
Consular Officers in China in cases where 
they were already performing Consular fumctions 
prior to the establishment of that Government. 


The Chinese Government is probably within its 
legal rights in expelling Consular Of 
although to do so in this high~handed fashiom 


is clearly wmfriendly and wmjustified on general 


5. A letter setting out the legal position in 
greater detail follows by bag. 
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48 March, 1951. 


In paragraph 2 of our Telegram No. 84 of 
the 13th January, we promised to write about the 
legal position in connection with the status of 
H Me Consular Officers in China. I am sorry not 
to have been able to write earlier, 

26 In the brief summary of the legal position 
given in our telegram under reference, two 
separate qrestions ‘ere discussea(4that of the 
Chinese refusal to recognise the status of our 
Consular Officers in China, an i}inat of their 
action in expelling Consular Officers, with. 
particular ty hy telat to deeper Steventon and 
Fox Holmes, Vis angnsta the first point, we 
said that there was no valid basis. on which the 
Chinese Government could refuse to recognise the 
status of Consular Officers in cases where they 
were already performing consular functions prior 
to the establishment of that Government. i+—ts 
true time h Consular Officercan only perform the 
functiofis with which he is entrusted with the _ 
consent (either explicit: or implicit) of the 
authority’ of the country where he resides. This 
explicit consent may take sie form of the issue 
of an Exequatir, but this is merely one of the 
various forms in which a Government agrees to 
receive an officer in & consular capacity, but 
there is nothing sacred about it and the practice 
under the former Shine Nationalist regime Of. 
giving a formal acknowledgement of a notification 
of an officer's appointment in a consular 


capacity, is just as satisfactory. — 


: “4, ° : 
4 The above woke appear to indicate) 


Justification for the Chinese non-recognition of 
Consular Sibi ee, the Chinese 
Government hag€@allowed our secsuicde 4s function 
An their territory without any attempt.to prevent 
thedx* do ing s0. They have recognised the validity 
of passports and visas issued by HM. Consuls as 
well as of other acts performed by them in their 
official capacity. It may be argued that this 
constitutes implicit recognition of the Consular 


capacity of HM. Consuls, This is ser Biome orem | 


ub wpodsible t ge A dooQ JurtRes and 


id a 


Ayla. | 
efccotltnat—tne change of Government %meGhtde has 


absolutely nothing to do with the question of 
recognition of Consuls, The point ‘has ion eke 0 


because the Central People's Government came into 


power by abnormal methods. Where One government 
succeeds another in the normal way, Gege as the 
result of'‘elections, there is no question of its 
issuing fresh Exequatars to all the foreign 
Consuls in the countrye Nor is there any question 


of its being entitled to say that these persons 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 


lose their Consular status for the time being 
and do not regain it until expkicitly or 
implicitly recognised by the new Government. 

In principle the position is exactly ‘ns kad 
even where the new Government comes into power 
by unconstitutional means. if—we—~did_noi Hel le wt 
recognise/the new Chinese Government they might 
perhaps be entitled to say that they could not 


recogni ens Vaaeae Orsi oahe Se gales any 


OL SNIHLON 


” 
= 
z 
: 
z 
Zz 
on 
as 


"NISUVW 


FC. 1892/8 


pe AP é . eke: 
. Eis ae 
Ma 
tae 4, he  S + a A, 
A & Bet 
ri pea % ay Od 
Sy 2 a 3 
’ 
yey 
rete 
3 


themselves, there is no conceivable basis on 
which the Chinese Government could refuse to 
Scili the status of our Consular Officers 
already in China and already performing Consular 
functions, CH Lint. Price | 
% It follows from this that insofar as the 
Chinese maintain that they do not recognise our 
officers as having Consular status, they are in 
the wrong, and in the wrong from the legal point 
of viewe For this reason we feel that we should, 
as far as possible, attempt to maintain as a 
matter of principle that HM. Consular Officers 
are still in China in their official capacity. 
lo <ee 
We should, for example, prefer Consuls -+e— 
coniinue—to avoid describing themselves as 


"former Consul" in spite of the arguments put 


forward in Chancery letter No. SO 146(9/12/50) 


of the 14th September, 19500. mA 

ho regards the second point, that of the 
expulsion of HeM. Consular Officers from China, 
the Chinese are equally in the wrong if they 
base their action On the argument that the 
officers in question have no valid Consular 
status. On the other hand, it is unfortunately 
the case that from the waits legal point of view 
the Chinese do not need to invoke any arguments 
about the status or lack of status of H.M. 
Consular Officers in order to justify expelling 


them § The position with diplomatic or consular 


officers is that the Government of the country 
can at any time declare the officer concerned no 


onger to be persona grata and to request his 
| withdrawal. Even the request for his withdrewal 
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entirely separate guestione The fact that the 


Chinese were within their legal rights in 
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declaring Fox Holmes persona non grata of 
course gave them no right to treat him in the 


high handed way they did. 


This, I am advised, is the legal position, 
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practice complicated and anomalous, -end 
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da advantages of insisting too meticulously on 
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our legal right®. \ We feel, however, that we 
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should be inviting further trouble if we do 
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a , FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
15th March, 1951, 


(Fc 1892/6) 
CONFIDENTIAL 


In paragraph 2 of our telegram No, 8 of the 13th 
January, we promised to write about the legal position 
in connexion with the status of His Majesty’s Consular 
Officers in China. I am sorry not to have been able to 
write earlier, 


2. In the brief summary of the legal position civen in 
our telegram under reference, two separate questions were 
discussed (a) that of the Chinese refusal to recognise the 
status of our Consular Officers in China, and (b) that 
of their action in expelling Consular Officers, with 
particular reference to Steventon and Fox Holmes, 


3. As regards the first point, »e said that there was 
no valid basis on which the Chinese Government could refuse to 
recognise the status of Consular Officers in cases where 
they were already performing consular functions prior to 
the establishment of that Go.ernment,. A Consular Officer can 
only perform the functions with which he is entrusted with 
the consent (either explicit or implicit) of the authorities 
of the country where he resides, This explicit consent 
may take the form of the issue of an Exequatur, but this is 
merely one of the various forms in which a Government agrees 
to receive an officer in a consular capacity; there is 
nothing sacred about it and the practice under the former 
Nationalist régime of giving a formal acknowledgment of a 
notification of an officer's appointment in a consular 
capacity, as just as satisfactory. 


4, The above might appear to indicate that there is 
some justification for the Chinese non-recognition of 
Consular Officers, However, the Chinese Government have | 
allowed our Consular Officers to function; in their territory 
without any attempt to prevent them doing so, They have 
recognised the validity of passports and visas issued by 
His Majesty*s Consuls as well as of other acts performed by 
them in their'official capacity, It may be argued that this 
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Chinese Government they might perhaps be entitled to say that 
they could not recognise our Consular Officers as having any 
status, but as we recognised them at an early stage, indeed 
almost as soon as they could reasonably be said to have 
established themselves, there is no conceivable basis on which 
the Chinese Government could refuse to recognise the status 

of our Consular Officers already in China and already 
performing Consular functions at that time, | 


5. It follows from this that insofar as the Chinese 
maintain that they do not recognise our officers as having 
Consular status, they are in the wrong, and in the wrong 
from the legal point of view, For this reason we feel 
that we should, as far as possible, attempt to maintain as 
a matter of principle that His Majesty's Consular Officers 
are still in China in their official capacity. We should, 
for example, want to see Consuls avoid describing themselves 
as “former Consul" in spite of the arguments put forward 
in Chancery letter No, SO 146(9/42/50) of the 14th September, 


1950. (If absolutely necessary it would be better for them to | 
sign in their own names without giving any official designation). @ 
In practice we understand that this is what they are doing. = 


6, As regards the second point, that of the expulsion 
of His Majesty's Consular Officers from China, the Chinese 
are equally in the wrong if they base their action on the 
argument that the officers in question have no valid Consular 
status, On the other hand, it is unfortunately the case that 
from the purely legal point of view the Chinese do not need to 
invoke any arguments about the status or lack of status of His 
Majesty*s Consular Officers in order to justify expelling then. 
The position with diplomatic or consular officers is that the 
Government of the country can at any time declare the officer 
concerned no longer to be person ata and to request his 
withdrawal. Even the reaeset for his withdrawal is probably a 
matter of courtesy rather than of strict legal obligation, 
The manner in which the expulsion is carried out is, of 
course, an°entirely separate question, The fact that the 
Chinese were within their legal rights in declaring Fox Holmes 


a tgee non Tuts of course gave them no right to treat him 
n the high handed way they did, 


7. This, I am advised, is the legal position, We fully 
realise that the position is in practice complicated and 
anomalous. We also sympathise with you and with His Majesty's 
Consular Officers in the difficulties which you all face, 

and recognise the disadvantages of insisting too meticulously 
on our legal rights. We feel, however, that we should be 
inviting further trouble if we do not stand firm where our 
legal rights are beyond dispute and where a matter of principle 
is at stake, | : 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM.“ 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


." 


TO HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


Sent 16th Janusry, 1951- 13.45 hrs, 


eves . nite? \ 8 a Th Ft 


Noe 15. Confidential. C 5 4 a | f 


Addressed to Governor, Hong Kong, 
Repeated to Peking. 
arf 


My telegram No. 68 répeating Foreign 
Office. telegram No» 8. to Pe . 


You will doubtless have seen account 
released by New China News Agency on ilth 
January of expulsion of His Majesty's Consul 
General at Tihwa by Chinese authorities. 

Reference is made to miscellaneous reactiona 
and espionage activities and also to a signed | 


confession, 


Press reports state Fox Holmes 
arrived Hong Kong last Friday. Foreign Office 
will be grateful if he eould be asked to 


PORE L IN” OOP RELIEF IS 


Jers 


area tenes 


telegraph full report, repeating telegram to 
Peking. 


Copies sent to Foreign Office for 
repetition to Hong Kong, 
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Copy sent to:- 
Foreign Office - Mr. A. Ae Be Franklin 
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TypeXe 


PROM HONG KONG (Sir A, GRenthem) 


De 20th January, 1951. ) 
PR, 20th ” - O9e 1,0 hrs. 


° ‘Oonficentisl. 
Addressed to G, of &. 


Repested to “eking No, i7e . 
(S. of S, pleane pass to ~eking). 


Your telegran No, 75  (Feree}s ) 


CE. we stot 


Following from Fox«tiolms, Regina. | 


Se 


Search of 01) personne) snd premises took 
Place on 4th and Sth Deeember, 1950, At 10 OM - 
two public security officers cleimec thet 
repeeted requests to them to enter the lie office 
of the Conoulate amounted to ea refusel to wlicw a 
routine scarch of the premises under their right se 
ceneus officiels, 


Tumedietely 30 armed men end women took | 
of their out deteian, ors ie seen sooenetens 
: ir outer clot! Nn CaGh room seperstely. 
This proesas lested for 37 houre without lct up 
interspersed with interrogetions, felse eccusstions 
t eurveillence even to the extent of 
ledies being avcompenied 1 Dethrooms, Speecy with 
one another wee forbidden, 


ce deperted.| 
effect thet:- 


‘ 
td 
. 


Le Guerde wore left in the house end 611 Conewler 
personnel pleced under house errest. 


5s On 6th end 11th becembe I wee interrogated ot 
length on tim. Hutehison's end Fore Office en cleir _ 
telegrams to mej source of finonolel supplies; reeson for 
mointeining the ettitude thet T hed the righ? te protect 
Ameriean prorerty; “y relations; I hed rereid 0,8. 
$1,500 loan toe him; Why the Ministry of Yorks Deng Reng 
ehould control my nding on bugid materiois 

Pilea, etc. UtO, 


Ge A brie? record of o tinsel three end e« helf 
hour aaseereeesee ot the Centrel volice Office by eleven 
police officiels wes wri:ten in chinese ond then signed 

mo e@ being o faotaal stetement of their questions end my 


GHOWETO, 


Ts I was only sliowed to return te the Consulete 
efter I claimes exhoustion hec dbroucht on 6 heart ottaeck «| 
my pulse being 240 per minute, 


Be On 27th weeesber I wee eoaliledt to the Centrei 
roLioe ose where the Expulsion Omer wes read to me 
only ocr in the following tosme:< 


(a) The Centre] Goverrasont of the Peopglen 
dovertment of Ohiina hed found me guilty of 


eapionage erimen sgeinct the Chinese end 
Seeelen sensia, ” 


(b) I, together with my emily ond eter 
mint fenve Chine within five dave, _— 


OR Eee 


otte eirline for oki 
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Aree Sveti Fs 
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SOE RO abies Mii, tet iio «Te 


136 Comment. No (repeat no) Foreign Office 
cyphers, clessified materiel or redio trmsmitters were 
found. Though under cmstent provocetion, we meinteined 
e courteous attitude throughout, end spert from e few 
unreasonsble officiels the Chinese reociproceted, The 
reel reasons for expiiision I imagine to be aa follows:~ 


a) The Consulate wes but 70 yerde from 
he mein rosed from Russie to China, thus 
passing of convoys was too obvious, 


(b) Anti-American propagenda turned Anti~ 
British after the British troops entered 
Korea. 


(¢) Rviction of the Chinese from Melaye 
end Hong Kong demended retelistion from 
the Chinese + this was stated severel 
times during the course of interrogation, 
{&) The Chinese feared full vecognption 
of the skiing Government by Britein might 
legelise my status in Tihwa, which they 
did not desire in deference to lussia, 
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Copies sent to Foreign Office for repetition to 
Pekings 


Pier he BR ee 


Copy sent to:= 
Foreign office 
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Mr, Hutchisen 


Ne. 5.27 peMe 19th January, 1951 
18th January, 1951 ; 4.35 pom, 19th January, 1951 
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Yeur telegram Ne, 84, — a om Y &: L. EE IR G1 
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— - 
- 


You will have seen frem the Heit Hus repert referred 
te in my telegram Ne, 116 that His Majesty's Censul 
General is stated te have been feund in possession of 
a quantity ef explesives and ammunitien as well as radie 
apparatus and te have “made a written cenfessien ef his 
crimes" and signed his name te intelligence repert feund 
in hig pessessien. (Chinese versien says “all the 
abeve mentiened facts were acknewledged by Fex Holmes 
witheut cencealment in a written statement drawn up en 
the spot"). 


2. In these circumstances yeu may agree that the 
questien ef pretest should be deferred pending the 


receipt ef His Majesty's Censul General's repert. 


FCrgar\y 
moreover that when your telegram under 


he exp sien of Steventen 
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LegTanm Ne @ Fereign Office 
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that the Chinese might react te a pretest by taking 
similar actien at ether pests, but I de net fellew 
yeur succeeding argument that failure te protest 
might enceurage the Chinese te be “mere rather than 
less difficult in future" and that "failure te react 
might indeed weaken the standing ef His Majesty's 
Censular Officers", I have in fact already reacted 
by writing te Ministry ef Fereign Affairs on January 
10th te request an explanatien. If they reply the 
Ministry are likely te refer me (as in the case ef 
Steventen) te press repert and I presume that whatever 
the centents ef His Majesty's Censul General's repert, 
yeu will net wish me te attempt a detailed refutation 
ef the Chinese versien ef the facts. In all the 
circumstances, in particular the vulnerability 

ef the pesitien ef eur 9 (repeat 9) remaining 
Censulates in China I think we sheuld be well 

advised te censider the matter very carefully befere 


taking any action, 


Fereign Office please pass te Washingten as 
my Saving telegram Ne. 18, 


[Repeated Saving te Washingten), 
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Mr. Hutchison D. 1.39 pm. 27th January, 1951. 
No. 216 R. 2.38 p.m. 27th mses cot 1951. 
26th January, 1951. os 


ONFIDENTIAL 


addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 216 
January. 
Repeated for information to:- ore pore. 

( e@ 1%4, LO 

My telegram No. 18: His Majesty's Consul General at 

Tihwa. . 
ogre 

I have now seen Hong Kong telegram No. 76. I feel 
that we should not allow such ignominious and unnecessarily 
vigorous treatment of an official of His Majesty's Government 
to pass without a protest. I still think, however, that it 
would be unwise to enter into a controversy with the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in this case and I consider therefore 
that any communication we send them should be so worded as 
not to invite a reply. : 
fcere4Gr|[3 
2. I suggest accordingly that-our protest might take the 
form of a third person note me to the Vice Minister 
written as on your instructions, referring to my earlier 
letter (my telegram No. 45 and my P/L despatch No. 9) to 
Head of West European Department followed by statement that 
His Majesty’s Government have seen article in Hsinhua which 
they cannot accept as a correct version of the facts, and that 
His Majesty's Government consider the action of the Chinese 
ethorities in Tihwa both discourteous and unfriendly. Note 
would then go on to ask for remainder of the baggage and 
personal property belonging to Mr. Fox-Holmes and his staff to 
be shipped to Hong Kong, and would end by reserving all His 
Majesty's Government's rights to the Consulate property. 


3. I suggest that I describe His Majesty's Consul General 
as "Mr. Fox-Holmes who was appointed His Majesty's Consul- 
General at Tihwa in May 1948". wy eae ee ie See 


. 


tee itil 


s 


Deratus perfectly clear while making it more difficult for the 
, Chinese Government to reject the note on the ground that they 
do not recognise our Consuls. 


I await your instructions. 
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Your telegram No. 216/of the 26th January. 
Tin WA 
Expulsion of H.M. Consul General of Tihya’ - 


I agree with paragraph 1 of your telegram 


under reference and consider it essential that 


IN THIS MARGIN 


a strong protest should be made. The 


* 


behaviour of the Chinese authorities in this 


case was disgraceful. 


2% I have considered the matter carefully and 
also the possible reactions at other Consular 
posts, put nevertheless have come to the 
conclusion that we cannot afford to allow 
behaviour of this kind to pass unchallenged. 


If the Chinese Government gained the impression 
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Distribution :-— that we are prepared to tolerate such treatment 


bose Wiha Gs our officials, they will almost certainly 


not hesitate subsequently to take similar or 
rir 
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possibly {more drastic and objectionable 
measures, 3 

3. a would leave the terms of any protest to 
your discretion and you may decide to make this 
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however, be left under tio misapprehension as. 


to the extremely unfavourable impression that 
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their pehaviour inthis “cage Has created. Th 


the Yweantime I propose to release the full text 
; at < “4 
of Mr. Fox Holmes’ report y : 


= 


P.Q. asking for a statement vegarding Fox 
Holmes' expulsion is down for the 7th February. 
I propose-to give the facts and to state that 
you have been instructed to make a strong 
protest to the Chinese Ministet for Foreign 
Affairs, 


Please report action taken and the terms 


Pe, 


of your protest, 
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Addressed to Peking telegram No, 256 of 3ra February, 
Repeated for informatien Saving te 


Washingten Ne, 540 
Singapere Ne, 82 


Your telegram No, 216 lef the 26th January, 
Expulsion ef His Majesty's Consul General of Tihwaj. 


I agree with paragraph 1 ef your telegram under 
reference and consider it essential that a strong pretest 
Should be made, The behaviour ef the Chinese authorities 
in this case was disgraceful. 


2. I have considered the matter carefully and alse 
the pessible reactions at ether Consular pests, but never- | 
theless have come to the conclusion that we cannet afford te 
allew behaviour ef this kind te pass unchallenged. If 
the Chinese Gevernment gained the impression that we are 
prepared to tolerate such treatment of our officials, they 
will almost certainly net hesitate subsequently te take 
similar er pessibly even more drastic and objectionable 
measures, 


3. I would leave the terms of any pretest te your 
discretion and you may decide te make this in general terms 
rather than quoting frem Mr. Fex Holmes’ repert, The 
Chinese should, hewever, be left under no misapprehension 
as to the extremely unfavourable impression that their 
behaviour in this case has created, In the meantime I 
prepese to release the full text ef Mr, Fex Holmes’ repert 
with the excéption of paragraph 15. : 


dee Parliamentary Question asking for a statement 
| Fox hoor call expulsion is dewn fer we ang February, 
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been instructed to make a strong pretest to the Chinese 
Ministry ®f Fereign Affairs, 


5, Please repert action taken and the terms of y 
protest, 
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D. 9.0, am. 29th January, 1951. 
R. 9.43 am. 29th January, 1951. 


His siete Vice Consul at Amoy reports. that | 
have for past month been repairing existing beach defences 
in residential compound of Consulate and are constructing 
system of bunkers and trenches overlooking entrance to 
inner harbour about 50 yards from main house. Light 
artillery has also been brought in and emplaced: 


2. His Majesty's Vice Consul naturally feels rather 
uneasy and he expects further infringements when troops 
arrive. | 


3. I do not like the look of the positio and I fear 
an incident may easily be created. Mr. Smitherman can | 
[erp undec. ? take no action] himself and I think it 
desirable to take the matter up with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. This is umlikely to cpuse the military to 
| ee for the record. I an 


Giles nk Hace Department. 


Japan and Pacific Departnent. 
South East Asia Departnent.. 
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“IS Majesty's © C. d'A,. Peking 
presents his compliments to HelieP.S.S. for FAs, F.O0., 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


Peking. 
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Description of Enclosure. ) 


Name and Date. Subject. 


To Ministry of Foreign Mr. Fox=Holmes ‘expelled 
Affairs No. 4, January from Tihwa together with 
10th, 1951. | his family and staff. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
PEKING. 


Sth January, 1951. 
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\ 
Dear Far Eastern Department, 


Please refer to your telegram No. 2078 about the questioning of 
Consular staffs. . | Foie 10[5 


2. 4s far as posts other than Kunming and Hapkow are concerned, in 
Shanghai detailed questions were asked, but there was no personal 
interrogation (see Shanghai. telegram No. 512 to Peking). In Nanking, 
however, a Similar questionnaire had to be answered personally. In 
Chungking in February,1950, the examination of His Majesty's Consul 
aeneral and his clerical officer was devoted almost entirely to their 
careers and families. His Majesty's Consul General was also asked what 
Consuls did and how many Eritish subjects there were in his district. 

On the whole these examinations were less searching than those of other 
British subjects. In Peking (in August and September, 1949,) members 
of the staff had interrogations varying from twenty minutes to half an 
hour. His Majesty's Consul General was asked almost nothing which could 


not have. been obtained from the Foreign Office list. 


3. it seems clear from their similarity that the majority of these 
questions have come from a central source, The questioning of people is 
an inevitable tendency of bureaucracy; and the questioning of suspects, 
quite commonly by means of apparently trivial questions often repeated, 
in order to try and trap the suspect, is an established method of police 
procedure. Foreigners in general are inevitably suspect in China today. 
We do-not think that the questions in themselves have any particular 
significance, but consider their probable object is to see whether any 
foreigner has a peculiar background (e.g. service with Government Departients 
or‘in the armed forces) which would merit a closer watch on him than 
normal routine surveillance. In general it seems that there is no great 
distinction made between Consular staffs and other foreign nationals, 
and, of course, certain Chinese, particularly those with foreign 
connexions, are also subjected to similar questioning by the Census 
Department of the Police. g 


4. It is perhaps worth recording that in some places two sorts of permits 
can be issued to foreign residents, valid for six months and one year 
respectively. From such information as we have (about two towns) it seems 
that the general run of foreigners get permits. valid for six months while 
permits valid for one year are issued not only to active sympathisers but 
also to anyone (whether merchants, missionaries, teachers or of other 
professions) whose continued residence in China is welcome to the Chinese 


authorities. 


Yours ever, 


rs eta 


Far Eastern Department, 
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% 66. Mr. Fitzroy Maclean,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign ‘Affairs, if he will make a 
statement regarding the closing of His Majesty’s Consulate at Tihwa and the expulsion of 
His Majesty’ S Consul. _ [Wednesday 7th February.) — 


| ‘Avewench "7 FEB 19! 
| REPLY ATTACHED. 


Flag "Cc" 


On January 14th the New China News Agency 
in Peking released an almost entirely false 
account of the events leading to the 
deportation of the former British Consul 
in Sinkiang"™ on charges of espionage. 


2. Mr. Fox Holmes’ report dated Hong Kong, 
January 20th, on his expulsion, is attached. 
It will be seen that he signed a confession 
after a final 33 hour interrogation at the 
Central Police Office by 11 police officers. 
Such @ confession clearly has no validity. 


De The Secretary of State minuted on an 
earlier report that we should not accept 
this treatment without making a protest, and 
in F.0. telegram No, 256 of February 3rd, 4 
H.M. Chargé a'Affaires in Peking was instructed 3 
to make strong representations to the Ministry | 
of Foreign Affairs. 


4. We clearly cannot allow this kind of 
behaviour to pass unchallenged, and there is 
no point in trying to cover up what happened. 
It is recommended that Mr. Fox Holmes’ report 
be circulated in the Official Record with the 
exception of his comments in para. 13 of the 
report. The answer could at the same time 

go on to gay that H.M. Chargé d'affaires haa 
been instructed to make strong representations 
to the Ghinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


De Draft reply in the above sense is 


submitted, 


Af Kedar can 


5th February 1951. 


British Consulate, Tihwa 
(Closing) 

24. Mr. Maclean asked the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs if he will 
make a statement regarding the closing 
of His Majesty’s Consulate at Tihwa and 
the expulsion of His Majesty’s Consul. 


Mr. Ernest Davies : Yes, Sir, but as the 
statement is necessarily long I will, with 
permission, circulate it in the OFFICIAL 
REPORT. 


Mr. Maclean : Cannot the Minister say 
why our Consul was thrown out of Tihwa 
in this way? 


Mr. Davies: The statement is of such 
length that I should not like to weary 
the House by reading it now; but there 
were alleged charges of espionage which 
were quite incorrect and unjustified, and 
we are protesting to Peking against the 
expulsion. 


Mr. Maclean : Can the hon. Gentleman 
say what Consular representation we now 
have in Chinese Turkistan? 


Mr. Davies: That is another question. 


Mr. S. Silverman : Will my hon. Friend 
indicate that he does not share the 
opinion, which appears to be expressed 
by hon. Members opposite, that it is pos- 
sible at one and the same time to sever 
our diplomatic relations and keep our 
Consulate open? 


Following is the statement: 


H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Peking has been 
instructed to make strong representations to 
the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs over 


the expulsion of Mr. Fox Holmes, H.M. ° 
Consul-General at Tihwa, in Sinkiang, on ~- 
alleged charges of espionage. Mr. Fox. 


Holmes, on arrival at Hong Kong in January, 


reported to the following effect on the events 
leading to his expulsion: | 


(1) Search of all personnel and premises 
took place on 4th and Sth December, 1950. 
At 10 am. two public security officers 
claimed that my repeated requests to them 
to enter the public office of the Consulate 
amounted to a refusal to allow a routine 
search of the premises under their right as 
census Officials. 


(2) Immediately 30 armed men and 
women took over, first searching both men 
and women after the removal of their outer 
clothing, then each room separately. This 
process lasted for 37 hours without let up 
interspersed with interrogations, false 
accusations and constant surveillance even 
to the extent of ladies being accompanied 
into bathrooms. Speech with one another 
was forbidden. 


(3) Just before midnight on  5th-6th 
December the police departed after obtain- 
ing three signatures to the effect that:— 


(a) We had been courteously treated 
throughout ; (b) nothing had been removed 
other than (c) listed articles, including two 
rifles, 2,000 rounds of ammunition for same, 
one pistol and 40 rounds, all of which had 
been registered months before ; numerous 
unclassified documents including “in” and 
“out” telegram files, account books, two 
Indian Code Books dated 1935, some 80 
sheets of Turki script, alleged to have been 
“ discovered” in my unlocked steel cup- 
board; one letter from Mr. Hall Paxton, 
U.S. Consul, Tihwa, to Mr. Leighton 
Stuart, enclosing a report on economic and 
agricultural conditions in Sinkiang never 
previously seen by me. 


(4) Guards were left in the house and all 
Consular personnel placed under house 
arrest. 


(5) On 8th and 11th December, 1 was 
interrogated at length on Mr. Hutchison’s 
and Foreign Office en clair telegrams to 
me ; source of financial supplies ; reason for 
maintaining the attitude that I had the 
right to protect American property ; my re- 
lations; why the Ministry of Works, Hong 
Kong, should control my spending on 
building materials in Tihwa, etc., etc. 


(6) A brief record of a final three and 
a half hour interrogation at the Central 
Police Office by eleven police officials was 
written in Chinese and then signed by me 
as being a factual statement of their ques- 
tions and my answers. 


(7) I was only allowed to return to the 
Consulate after I claimed exhaustion had 
brought on a heart attack—my pulse being 
140 per minute. 


(8) On 27th December I was called to the 
Central Police Office, where the expulsion 
order was read to me only once in the fol- 
lowing terms: 


(a) The Central Government of the 
People’s Government of China had found 
me guilty of espionage crimes against the 
Chinese and Russian people. 


(b). I, together with my family and staff, 
must leave China within five days. 


(c) Only sufficient luggage for our im- 
mediate personal needs might be carried. 


(9) We left Tihwa by Hamiatta airline for 
Peking with 15 kilos per adult, 7 per child, 
everything else having been confiscated. 


(10) We arrived in Peking on 30th Decem- 
ber, were taken to the security police H.Q. 
in what used to be the British Embassy 
military barracks, and after 5 hours delay, 
without food for the whole day, taken to a 
filthy Chinese hotel for the night. At no 
time were we allowed to get in touch with 
Mr. Hutchison (H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at 
Peking). 


(11) On 3ist December we went by train 
to Tientsin under escort, placed in the Rich 
hotel and not allowed to leave the bedroom 
or talk with anyone. Those of the party 
with no shoes were allowed to buy some 
through the police. We had arrived in felt 
boots and furs, as the Tihwa temperature 


= minus 15 degrees Fahrenheit the day we 
eft. 


(12) We were then put on board the ss. 
Heinrich Jessen for Hong Kong. 


= FEB 1951 
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DRAFT REPLY TO pr. ke the rb ty pe emetinys I will with 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION permission, circulate it in the Official 
NO. 66 Report. 
(Mr, Fitzroy Maclean) NOTSS FOR SUPPL ES 
WEDNESDAY, 7TH FEBRU There would be no objection to saying 
in reply to any possible supplementary 
questions that H.M. Chargé d'affaires at 
Peking has been instructed to make strong 
representations to the Chinese authorities 
at their unfriendly and discourteous 
attitude in this case, 
2. The Chinese Government does not 
recognise H.M. Consuls in their official 


capacity. We do not, however, accept this 


contention, 
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My telegram No. 256 fof tim 3rd February. 
‘Expulsion of H.M. Consul General at Tihwa/. 


” . 


Ze Following is text of 


IN THIS 


Begins:—- “Mr. Maclean asked the Secretary 


> 


of State for Foreign Affairs if he will make 


: 


a statement regarding the closing of His 


Majesty's Consulate at Tihwa and the expulsion 
of His Majesty's Consul. 


"Mr. Ernest Davies: Yes, Sir, but as the 


statement is necessarily long I will, with 


a ws be oe ome » 


permission, circulate it in the OFFICIAL 


REPORT." Ends. 
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46 Following was statement given. Begins:- 


Distribution :— 
"H.M. Chargé d'Affaires at Peking has been 


Departmental. instructed to make strong representations to the 


China & Korea WN Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs over the 
Department. } Pay | 


expulsion of Mr. Fox Holmes, 


eaty Departmen | 
General at Tihwa, in Sinkiang, on alleged 


charges of espionage. Mr. Fox Holmes, on 


arrival at Hong Kong in January, reported to the 


| 
e ve 3 wee rt * 3 . Fay . 


« * 


. ry " ee oe 


following effect on the events leading to his 


2 ROR 
itt Pe ty 


(1) Search of all personnel and premises 
took place on 4th and 5th December, 1950. 
At 10 a.m. two public security officers 
claimed that my repeated requests to them 
to enter the public office of the Consulate 
amounted to a refusal to allow a routine 
search of the premises under their right as 
census officials. | 

(2) Immediately 30 armed men and women 
took over, first searching both men and 
women after the removal of their outer 
clothing, then each room separately. This 


process lasted for 4/7 hours without let up 


MARGIN 


interspersed with interrogations, false 
accusations and constant surveillance even 


to the extent of ladies being accompanied into 


IN THIS 


bathrooms. Speech with one another was 
forbidden. 

(3) Just before midnight on 5th-6th 
December the police departed after obtaining 
three signatures to the effect that:- 

(a) We had been courteously treated 
throughout; (b) nothing had been removed 
other than (c) listed articles, including 


two rifles, 2,000 rounds of ammunition for 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


same, one pistol and 4O rounds, all of which 


had been registered months before; numerous 
unclassified documents including "in" and 
tout" telegram files, account books, two 
Indian Code Books dated 1935, some 80 sheets 
of Turki script, alleged to have been 


"discovered" in my unlocked steel cupb 


one letter from Mr. Hall Paxton, &-S/Consul, 
Tihwa, to Mr. Leighton Stuart, enclosing a 


report on economic and agricultural condit ions 


(4) Guards were left in the house and all 
Consular personnel placed under house arrest. 

(5) On 8th and llth December, I was 
interrogated at length on Mr. Hutchison's and 
Foreign Office en clair telegrams to me; source 
of financial supplies; reason for maintaining 
the attitude that I had the right to protect 
American property; my relations; why the 
Ministry of Works, Hong Kong, should control 
my spending on building materials in Tihwa, 
etc., etc. 

(6) <A brief record of a final three and a 
half hour interrogation at tian Central Police 
Office by eleven police officials was written 


in Chinese and then signed by me as being a 


OL OSONIHLON 


factual statement on their questions and my 
answerse 
(7) Iwas only allowed to return to the 


Consulate after I claimed exhaustion had 


; 
: 
2 


brought on a heart attack - my pulse being 


140 per minute. 


SIHL NI 


(8) On 27th December I was called to the 
Central Police Office, where the expulsion 


order was read to me only once in the following 


terms: 


"NISUVW 


(a) The Central Government of the 

People's Government of China had found 

me guilty of espionage crimes against the 

Chinese and Ruasian people. 

(b) I, together with my family and staff, 
must leave China within five days. 

(c) Only sufficient luggage £9F .OUr. im- 
mediate personal needs might be carried. 
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(10) We arrived in Peking on 30th December, 


were taken to the security police 


barracks, and after 5 hours delay, without 
food for the whole day, taken to a filthy 
Chinese hotel for the night. At no time were 
we allowed to get in touch with Mr. Hutchison 
(H.M. Chargé a'Affaires at Peking). 

(11) On 31st December we went by train to 
Tientsin under escort, placed in the Rich 
hotel and not allowed to leave the bedroom 
or talk with anyone. Those of the party with 


no shoes were allowed to buy some through 


the police. We had arrived in felt boots 
and furs, as the Tihwa* temperature Was minus 


15 degrees Fahrenheit the day we left. 


" 


(12). We were then put on board: the: SeS.. 


> 


Heinrich Jessen for Hong Kong." Ends. 


; 


at seis Bee wen 
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D: 7.13 pm Sth February, 1951. 
Sth February, 1951. 


FRIORTIY 


idressed to Peking telegram No. 288 of Sth Februar; 
Repeated for information Saving to Singapore No. 90 
Washington No. 640. 


My telegram No. 256 [of 3rd February. Expulsion of 
His Majesty's Consul General at Tihwa]. 


2. Following is text of Parliamentary Question and reply. 
Begins :~ "Mr. MacLean asked the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs if he will make a statement regarding the 
closing of His Majesty's Consulate at Tihwa and the 
expulsion of His Majesty's Consul. 


"Mr. Ernest Davies : Yes, Sir, but as the statement 
is necessarily long I will, with permission, circulate it 
in the Official Report." Ends. 


3. Following was statement given. Begins :- 

"His Majesty's Chargé d'affaires at Peking has been 
instructed to make strong representations to the Chinese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs over the expulsion of Mr. Fox 
Holmes, His Majesty's Consul General at Tihwa, in Sinkiang, 
on alleged charges of espionage. Mr. Fox Holmes, on 
arrival at Hong Kong in January, reported to the following 
effect on the events leading to his expulsion : 


(1) Search of all personnel and premises took place 
om 4th and 5th December, 1950, At 10 a.m. two public 
security officers claimed that my repeated requests to 
them to enter the public office of the Consulate amounted 
to a refusal to allow a routine search of the premises 
under their right as census officials. 


(2) Iumediately 30 armed men and women took over, 
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into bathrooms. Speech with one another was forbidden. 


(3) Just before midnight on 5th-6th December the police 
departed after obtaining three signatures to the effect 
that i- 

(a) We had been courteously treated throughout; 

(bd) nothing had been removed other than 

(c) listed articles, including two rifles, 2,000 rounds 
of ammunition for same, one pistol and 40 rounds, all of 
which had been registered months before; numerous 
unclassified documents including "in" and "out" telegram 
files, account books, two Indian Code Books dated 1935, 
some 80 sheets of Turki script, alleged to have been 
"discovered" in my unlocked steel cupboard; one letter 
from Mr. Hall Paxton, United States Consul, Tihwa, to Mr. 
Leighton Stuart, enclosing a report on economic and 
agricultural conditions in Sinkiang never previously seen 
by me. 


(1) Guards were left in the house and all Consular 
personnel placed under house arrest. 


(5) On 8th and 11th December, I was interrogated at 
length on Mr. Hutechison’s and Foreign Office en clair 
telegrams to me; source of financial supplies; reason for 
maintaining the attitude that I had the right to protect — 
American property; my relations; why the Ministry of Works, 
Hong Kong, should control my spending on building materials 
in Tihwa, etc., etc. 


(6) A brief record of a final three and a half hour 
interrogation at the Central Police Office by eleven police 
officials was written in Chinese and then signed by me as 
being a factual statement on their questions and my answers. 


(7) I was only allowed to return to the Consulate after 
I elained ethmentien had Drenght on a heart attack « ny 
pulse being 110 per minute. 


(8) On 27th December I was ealled to the Central Police 
in the following terms ; 
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(a) The Central Government of the People's Government 
of China had found me guilty of espionage crimes against 
the Chinese and Russian people. 


(b) I, together with my family and staff, mst leave 
‘China within five days, 


(¢) Only sufficient luggage for our immediate personal 
needs might be carried. 


| (9) We left Tihwa by Hamiatta airline for Peking 
with 15 kilos per adult, 7 per child, everything else 
having been confiscated. 


(10) We arrived in Peking on 30th December, were 
taken to the security police headquarters in what used 
to be the British Embassy military barracks, and after 
5 hours delay, without food for the whole day, taken to a 
filthy Chinese hotel for the night. At no time were 
we allowed to get in touch with Mr. Hutchison (His 
Majesty's Chargé d‘Affaires at Peking). 


(11) On 31st December we went by train to Tientsim 
under escort, placed in the Rich hotel and not allowed 
to leave the bedroom or talk with anyone. Those of the 
party with no shoes were allowed to buy some through 
the police. We had arrived in felt boots and furs, as 


the Tihwa temperature was minus 15 degrees Fahrenheit 
the day we left. 


(12) We were then put on board the s.s. Heinrich 
Jessen for Hong Kong." Ends. 
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Expuision of Mr fox-Holmes, H.l'.Consul-General 
at Tihwa, VChina. 


On January 5th H.M.Charge d'Affaires in Peking 
reported that the Chinese press had announced the 
expulsion of Mr “ox-Holmes from Tihwa in Sinkiang 
Province on the grounds that he,had been convicted of 
espionage and other “reactionary "activities. 


Zs On January 14th we instructed Sir J.Hutchison 
to protest to the “hinese Ministry of Yoreign Affairs 

' against this high-handed action and to make it quite 
clear that this sort of treatment of H.M.Consuls 
inevitabiy creates a most unfavourable impression here. 


oe sir J.Hutchison requested authority to postpone 
making a protest until he ‘had seen Mr Fox-Holmes'! 
report on the gase. Meanwhile Mr Fox-Holmes had 
arrived in Hongkong via Peking. (In Peking he had not 
been allowed to contact H.M.Charge d'Affaires - see 
para.iO of his report attached). His report was 
telegraphed to London by the tovernor of Hongkong and 
showed quite clearly that the Chinese accusations were 
completely false and that his treatment had been dis- 
graceful. 


4. After reading Mr %ox-Holmes report, Sir J. 
Hutchison agreed that he should forthwith make a 

protest to the Uhinese, and was accordingly taatructed 
to do so on February 3rd (F.0.tel.256 to Peking, copy 
attached). 


:e Mr Fox-Holmes! report was tabled in the House 

on February 7th, with the omission of para.13, in reply 
to a Parliamentary Question by Mr Fitzroy Maclean. fThe 
phrase about recyphering tables in para.%4 of the 

report was also omitted from the version tabled in the 
House. 


fs. ss i. Shattock 
February 8th. 
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FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir J. Hutchisen 


Ne. 307 Di: 2.17 pom. 9th February, "4951. 
9th February, 1951. Ri 2.51 pom. 9th February, 1951... 


Yeur telegram Ne. 256, F )§ 72/1 
Actien taken en 9th February. 


Text is as fellews, 
[ Begins) 
Yeur Excellency, 


With reference te my letter Ne. L/h so//sr 
10th January te Mr. Huan Hsiang. I have the heneur i 
make the fellewing cemmunicatien en instructiens frem 
His Majesty's Principal Secretary ef State fer Fereign 
Affairs: 


His Majesty's Gevernment have seen the repert 
issued by the New China News Agency and publicised in the 
"People's Daily" en January 14th cencerning the expulsion 
frem China ef iir, Fox-Helmes, whe was appeinted His 
Majesty's Censul-General at Tihwa in 1948. They cannet 
accept this repert as a cerrect versien ef the facts. 

His Majesty's Gevernment censider the treatment accerded 
te Mr. Fex-Helmes by the Chinese autherities was beth 

- disceurteeus and unfriendly. His Majesty's Gevernnent 
reserve all their rights te their preperty in Tihwa, and 
request that the remainder ef the baggage and persenal 
preperty belenging te My, Fex-Helmes and his staff be shipped 
te Heng Keng as seen as pessible. I avail myself ef this 
eppertunity te express te Yeur Excellency the assurance 
ef my highest censideratien. 
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CANADA 


AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND 
SOUTH AFRICA 
INDIA 
PAKISTAN 
CEYLON 


(Sent 20.55 hours, 8th February, 1951) 


PRIORITY 


¥,: Nov 444 SECRET 


UNITED KINGDOM CONSULAR POSTS IN CHINA 


United Kingdom Government have been considering future of our 
consular posts in China, We have concluded that we must work on 
assumption that permits for staff wiil not be forthcoming and that we (ae 
must therefore abandon as impracticable idea of keeping all posts opene 
oé We have accordingly decided that 


(1) consular posts at Chunking, Kunming and Amoy should be 
closed when arrangements can be completed (say early May), 


(ii) post at Hankow might have to be closed at later date, 


ee United Kingdom Charge d'Affaires in Peking is being asked to 
give following instructions to posts in 2(i) above:-— 


(a) United Kingdom Consul-General, Shanghai, will assume 
responsibility for protection of United Kingdom nationals 
in Nanking district and in Amoy district when these posts. 
close. For other posts closed, United Kingdom Embassy 
consular section will take responsibility. 


United Kingdom Consuls at Chunking, Kunming and Nanking 
will be instructed immediately to inform United Kingdom 
nationals (and other nationals for whom they are 
responsible) that, owing to difficulty in obtaining staff 
replacements and for administrative reasons, United Kingdom 
Consuls will be withdrawn within a specified period 

(three months) after which arrangements as in (a) above 
will come into effect. 

United Kingdom Consuls at posts to be closed will copy to 
United Kingdom Charge d‘Affaires, Peking, and United 
Kingdom Consul-General, Shanghai, complete and up—to-—date 
list of (i) all United Kingdom nationals in their districts, 
and (ii) all United Kingdom properties. Similar action 
will be taken where possible in respect of Commonwealth and 


— /Baitea 


te 2 tan 


United States nationals and properties as well as those 
of other nationals for whom they are responsible. 


(ad) Arrangements will be made to appoint a Chinese caretaker 
to look after property and equipment and to pay off 
Chinese staff, 


i. In making these decisions United Kingdom Government felt obliged 
to assume that Chinese Government's policy is almost certainly aimed 
at gradual elimination of all our consulates in China with possible 
exceptions of Shanghai and perhaps Tientsin and Canton. We have 

also taken into account fact that our Consuls are not recognised 

in their official capacity, and that to a large extent, in the absence 
of a courier service and direct telegraphic communication, we are 

cut off from inland posts, whose value has therefore correspondingly 
diminished. A complete withdrawal, however, would undoubtedly be 
most demoralising to United Kingdom commercial communities and once 
withdrawn we could not seriously hope to be able to re-open at a 
later date, We therefore think it important to concentrate on 
mainteining a foot-hold in essential posts, 


ore Please communicate paragraphs 1 to 3 above to Commonwealth 
authorities as soon as possible, Substance of paragraph 4 may be. 
used at your discretion to amplify our views, 


6. :.:. PaPagraphs 1 to 3 above are being communicated to Commonwealth 
High Commissioners in Londone , 


Copy to:-= 
DiI. 


CO ek.O. Mr. ee Ross 

Foreign Office China Dept. (4) 

HM. Ambassador for U.K. in Dublin, 

' Copies sent to High Commissioners in 
London for Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 
India, Pakistan, and Ceylon, omitting paragraphs 4 and 5, 
and 6, 
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Vian Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office 


ALLOTTED TO FAR EASTERN DEPT. 
YPHER (PARAPHRASE UNNECESSARY ) 


"FROM: U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEALAND 


Wellington 16.05 hours, 13th February, 
O1412 hours, 13th February, 


eee eee eee SE" eee eres Od me 


Your telegram 8th February Yo ATs me 


. . Fe 


CONSULAR POSTS IN CHINA 2 C | $4 


We are not clear from your telegram under reference 
as received here which posts are to be closed. Your 
paragraph 2(1) mentions Chunking, Kunming and Amoy only, but. 
your paragraphs 3(a) and 3(b) imply that post at Nanking 
is also to be closed. Moreover, your paragraph 3(b) makes 
no reference to Amoy. Grateful for elucidation before we 
take action. 


20 Do you wish us to inform New Zealand Government 
regarding vour Z,No.2 Saving of 41st January substance of 
which has, we note, been given to New Zealand High Commissioner? 


Copy to:—- me 


sR | Mr. R. Ross 
Foreign Office ~ China Dept. (4) 


This is an unparaphrased version of a Secret cypher message and unless it Is 
marked O.T.P. (One Time Pad) or Publex must first be paraphrased if commun- 
icated to persons outside British and United States Government Services. 

Any telegraphic retransmission of a telegram marked Publex must be in a One 
Time System. 


Outward Telegram from Commonwealth Relations Office 


FAR EASTERN DEPT, 
YPHER (PARAPHRASE UNNECESSARY ) 


TO: UsKe HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEALAND 
(Sent 17.48 hours, 13th Feb., 1951) 


ements ee reed tena Om Re me ee ee 


‘Your telegram Noe 90.~ 


CONSULAR POSTS IN CHINA 


Your paragraph 1 Please see my telegram Y. Noe 123. 


Your paragraph No objection to communicating substance 
of my Z Noe 2 to New Zealand Government. 


Copy to;3- 


CeRe Oe Mr. Re Ross 
Foreign Office China Dept. 


marked O.T.P. (One Time Pad) or Publex must first be paraphrased if commun- 
icated to ASE outside British and United States Government Services. . 


Any telegraphic retransmission of a telegram marked Publex must be in a One 
Time System. 


° * This is an unparaphrased version of a Secret cypher message and unless It is 
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FAR EASTERN DEPT. me a 
CYPHER (PARAPHRASE UNNECESSARY ) 
TO: U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CANA&DA 
U.eK.e HIGH COMMISSIONER IN AUSTRALIA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEALAND 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN SOUTH AFRICA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA ~ 
UseK. HIGii COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CEYLON 


/ 


(Sent 17.55 hours 13th Feb., 1951) 


Yeo NOs 125 SECRET 
My telegram Y. Noe 114. 
UNITED KINGDOM CONSULAR POSTS IN CHINA 


lease add "Nanking" and "Tsingtao" to posts 
mentioned in paragraph 2(1) of my telegram under 
reference. Paragraph 3(b) should run “United Kingdom 
Consuls at posts mentioned in paragraph 2(1) above will 
be instructed etc", 


Copy to:— D,IIe 


CeReOe ir. Re ROSS 
Foreign Office * China Dept, (4) 
HeMe ambassador for UeKe in Dublin 


Copies sent to High Commissioners for Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, India,Pakistan and Ceylon in London, 
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@ OUTWARD SAVING -TELEGRAM_ FROM 
“COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 


(BY AIR MAIL) 
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FAR EASTERN DEPT. an 
F. 2180/1409 3 C \<qr\r 
TO: U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CANADA 

U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN AUSTRALIA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEALAND 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN SOUTH AFRICA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CEYLON 


(Dated 2nd March, 1954 


YeNo.69 SAVING SECRET 


My telegrams Y.Nos.114 and 123. 
UNITED KINGDOM CONSULAR POSTS IN CHINA 


United Kingdom Charge d'Affaires in Peking issued 
instructions oontained in telegrams under reference, to 
consular posts on 2/th February. 


Ce Please inform Commonwealth authorities. 
. 


Copy to:- | 
OeRiOs | Mr. Re ROSS 
Foreign Office Ohana Dept. (4) 


H.M. Ambassador for the United Kingdom in Dublin 


~ 
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qgPutward Telegram from Commonwealth Relations Office é) 


FAR BAST DEPARTMENT 
CYPHER 


FROM: U.K.HIGH COMMISSIONER IN 
U.KeHIGH COMMISSIONER IN AUSTRALIA 
U.K.HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEALAND 
U.KeHIGH COMMISSIONER IN SOUTH AFRICA 
U.KeHIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA 
U.KeHIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN 
U.K» HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CEYLON 


(Sent 20.20 hrs. 20th March, 1951) 
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My telegram Y. No. 69 Saving. 


UNITED KINGDOM CONSULAR POSTS IN CHINA 


Please communicate to Commonwealth authorities following text 
of’ Parliamentary Question tabled for 21st March, and of announesment 
to be made in reply. 


2; "Questione 


To ask Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether in view 
of the many difficulties experienced he can make a statement on 
future of British Consulates in China. 


Answer. 


Yes Sir. His Majesty's Government have decided to make 
arrangements for closure probably by May of this year of following 
Consular posts in Chinase 


Chungking 
Kunming 
Hankow 
Nanking 
Tsingtao and 
AMOY 


This decision was taken in view of reduced number of British subjects 
and interests in Consular Districts concerned. In addition there 
have been serious administrative difficulties in maintaining and 
staffing these postse The protection of our interests in districts 
concerned will be transferred to other posts. 


There is no intention of closing Consular posts in districts 
where ahere are substantial british interests", 
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Your telegram No, { Expulsion of His Majesty's 
Consul General Tihvwe., 


I have received no reply to my note, nor do I expect one. 


. According to the Chinese I am here nerely to 
discuss the establishnent of diplomatic relations. They 
are therefore under no obligation to return any reply to 
any representation I may make. In fact I hardly ever” 


receive a reply even when my representations have been 
svceessful. 


China and Korea Department 
Treaty Department 

Consular Department 

Japan and Pacific Department 
South East Asia Department 
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Draft. _he{ Security classtfication 
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Addressed to 


Telegram to: 


telegram NO, cus... (date) 


repeated for information to... 


My telegram No. 294 /of the 9th 


February: expulsion of His Majesty's 


Consul-General from Téehwa/ . 


The following is the text of 
T2FEB 195] 


Parliamentary Question to be answered 


Et Claro DEPT, | on the 21st February. 


Begins *Mr. Fitzroy Maclean to ask the 


Distribution -— Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
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Departmental what reply he has received from the 


China and Korea Chinese Communist Government to his 
Department. e : 


protest against the ill-treatment and 


5 


expulsion of His Majesty's Consul-General 
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My telegram Ne. 29 [ef the 9t expulsion 
ef His Majesty's Censul-Gengrel frem Tikwa]. 


» 


ar « 


The fellewing is the text ef Parliementary question 
be answered on the 2ist February, 


Begins Mr. Fitzroy Maclean te ask the Secretary 
ef State for Forcign Affairs what reply he has received 
frem the Chinese Communist Gevernment te his pretest 
against the ill-treatment and expulsion ef His Majesty's — 
Gensul-General in Tihwa. . 


2. Grateful fer yew carly comments, 


Treaty Departuent 

Consular Departuent 

Japan and Pacific Departucnt 
Seuth Bast Asia Departucnt 


EASTERN DEPARTMENT 


ALAND) 


Received in 
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Flag A. Please see Peking telegram No. 330 attached. 


2 The relevant passage of Mr. Davies' reply was 

F — as follows: “It would not be quite accurate to 

IAG &B suggest that he (Mr. Fox-Holmes) was unable to 
communicate with any of the other representatives, 
because there are ways and means by which that is 
achieved, but it is true that he had no nomal 
diplomatic means of communicating with other 
representatives of His Majesty’ s Government". This 
was in answer to Mr. Eden's question whether it was 
a fact that our Consul—General had not been allowed, 
when in ,China, to communicate with any other of His 
Majesty's diplomatic representatives in that country. 


3. I understand Mr. Davies’ reply to mean that 
while Mr. Fox-Holmes was unable to communicate with 
His Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at Peking in cypher 
or in code or by Diplomatic Wireless and had no 

normal courier service facilities, he nevertheless 
was able to communicate by post and en clair telegram. 
It is just possible thatChinese suspicions may be 
aroused, but there is a tendency for the Chinese to 
suspect all foreigners in China of espionage activities, 
and it seems doubtful to me whether we should pay too 
much attention to this. 


4. We might however let Sir J. Hutchison know that 
what was implied was communication-by post and 
ordinary telegram. Draft reply submitted. 


LE an igo 


14th pe 1951. 


A Vefa. GQ pga tim ¢ 
Ae mite chet Q seharl Pt / 


f Aaah 
fr» Ge ~t4 & Satie “0 “a atha., 
fin Vr. Vy" uF G Ea he 


Vv.N. ane. 
1% |» £1, 


Ru 
Te 


heh 


wer " 
* 
ore 
_ e » 
¢@ i 


Parliamentary Qu 


(U, Lancaster) Mr. Fitzroy Maclean:-— 


ee —— To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
ANSWERED — 8 FEB 195] Affairs whether he will state the terms 

} of the protest addressed by him to the 

REPLY ATTACHED. Chinese Communist Government over the 

Diaile-is -cdnonniacannsiiie ijl treatment and expulsion of His 

Majesty's Consul-General at Tihwa; and 

wnat reply he has received. 


Thursday, 8th February|i™ 


Yesterday's proceedings in the ‘ 
House on this question are attached. His 
Majesty's Chargé dad'Affaires was sent final 
instructions on February 3rd to make strong 
representations to the Chinese authorities. 
The actual terms of the protest were left 

to his discretion, though he was informed 
that the Chinese should be left under no 
misapprehension as to the extremely 
unfavourable impression that their behaviour 
in this case has eréated (Foreign Office 
telegram No. 256 to Peking of 3rd February). 


2% H.M. Chargé d'Affaires was also 
asked in this telegram toxreport the action 
taken, as well as the terms of the protest. 
We are still awaiting a reply from him, 
and in the circumstances it is not possible 
to do more than give Mr. Fitzroy Maclean 
an interim answer. Sir J. Hutchison will 
be asked to expedite his reply. 


3. Draft reply is submitted. 


Fh Hy Saaterck 


Z (J. S. H. Shattock) 
My, Mate : 8th February, 1951. 


BRITISH CONSULATE, TIHWA 
(CLOSING) 


Mr. Fitzroy Maclean 
Notice) asked 
whether he will state the terms 

of th 
protest addressed by him to the Chinese 
Communist Government over the ill-treat- 
ment and expulsion of His Majesty’s 


Consul-General at Tihwa : 
he has received. te ee 


The Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs (Mr. Ernest Davies) : His 
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires was instructed 
on 3rd February to make strong repre- 
sentations to the Chinese Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. I am now awaiting a 
report on the action which he has taken 
and, pending receipt of this, I am not in 
a position to add to the detailed state- 
ment circulated yesterday. 


Mr. Maclean : Will the hon. Gentleman 
say what the terms of the protest were, 
and give some indication of what action 
he is taking in this very serious matter? 


(by Private 
the Foreign Secretary ; 


Mr. Davies: Our representative in 
Peking was instructed to make a strong 
protest; and the actual wording of the 
protest was left to his discretion. 


; Mr. Maclean; Can the hon. Gentleman 
i say why the Government found it neces- 


} on the matter? 


Mr. Davies: The answer to the first 


part. of that supplementary question is ‘ 


that we awaited the arrival of Mr. 
Holmes in this country to obtain corro- 
boration of the information we had re- 
ceived from Hong Kong. The answer to 
the second part of the question is that I 
thought it was better that we should give 
a full detailed statement in the OFFICIAL 
REPORT rather than give an abbreviated 
version and take up the time of the 
House. 


Mr. Eden: | think there will be no 
dispute anywhere about the seriousness 
of this information now that it is fully 
available. Is it a fact that our Consul- 
General was not allowed, when in China, 
to communicate with any other of His 
Majesty’s diplomatic representatives in 
that country? 


Mr. Davies: It would not be quite 
accurate to suggest that he was unable to 
communicate with any of the other repre- 
Sentatives, because there are ways and 
means by which that is achieved, but it 
is true that he had no normal diplomatic 


means of communicating with other 


representatives of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. 


w+e Be -* 
, oes - 
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: _we shall be able better to assess the situ- 
‘ sary to withhold from the public infor- | ,,- tonne ‘orotest is 
mation about this disgraceful affair for ’ ation. Certainly, a very strong p 


j over a month, and why he himself, at} c4y more 
'{ Question Time yesterday, chose to rele- | Y 
gate his reply to the obscurity of the | 
OFFICIAL REPORT instead of taking the | 


opportunity of making a public statement 


Mr. Eden: Would the hon. Gentleman 
bear in mind that there can be very few 
cases in diplomatic history where a 
Consul-General has not been allowed 
even to communicate with one of his col- 
leagues when he has been subjected to 
treatment like this? 


Mr. Davies: 1 fully endorse the state- 
ment made by the right hon. Gentleman, 
and I can assure him that that is one of 
the reasons why we are insisting that a 
very strong protest should be made. 


Brigadier Head: Does not the Under- 
Secretary consider that the very rough 
way in which this man was treated was 
partly Communist propaganda to show 
their scorn of Britain, and that unless a 
really strong protest goes forward we 
shall appear to condone that action? 


Mr. Davies: It is not for us to assess 
the reasons for the action taken or the 
motives which inspired it without further 
inquiry and an effort to ascertain the 
facts. Perhaps, in reply to our protest, 


being made, and I do not think I can 


Mr. Julian Amery : Is the hon. Gentle- 
man aware that the Government’s failure 
to give publicity to the closing of the Con- 
sulate at Tihwa has created a widespread 
impression that they are trying to hush 
up this deplorable incident because it 
exposes the utter failure of their efforts 
to appease the Chinese Communist 
Government? 


Mr. Davies : I feel I must protest at the 
suggestion that we have been trying to 
hush up anything. There has been no 
attempt whatever to hide it. Full details 
were published in the OFFICIAL REPORT 
and were available to the Press immedi- 
ately afterwards. Full publicity has now 
been given to this situation. 


Mr. S. Silverman: Would my hon. 
Friend bear in mind that he will have the 
fullest support from this side of the House 
for any proper protest the Government 
may make against any misbehaviour and 
also for any attempt he may make to pre- 
vent the Opposition from fanning this in- 
cident up out of all proportion? 


Mr. Maclean : Can the Under-Secretary 
say what has happened to the public and 
private property which was confiscated 
on this occasion, and who is now in 


charge of His Majesty’s Consulate- 
General at Tihwa? 


Mr. Davies: We no longer have any 
representative at Tihwa; as to the pro- 
perty, that has been confiscated. 


8 FEB 1951: 


DRAFT REPLY TO His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires was 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION 

instructed on February 3rd to make strong 
No. 

representations to the Chinese Ministry of 
Mr. Fitzroy Maclean. : 
Foreign Affairs. I an now awaiting a report 
(Thursday, 
8th February. ) on the action which he has taken and, pending 


receipt of this, I, am not in a position to 
add to the detailed statement circulated 


yesterday. 


NOTES FOR SUPPLEMENTARIES 


1) If pressed for the actual terms of 
the protest, the reply might be given that 
"T am unable to give information about this 
until I have received confirmation that the 
representations have already been made". 

2) If asked whether the terms of the 


protest will be reléased in due course, the 


answer might be given that "I will certainly 


consider this". 
-.3) If asked whether any other of H.M. 
consuls have been subjected to similar 


humiliations, the answer is "No". 


RECEIVED IN C.B. 
{OFEB 199l 


Y SENT TO DEPT. 


—— 


7 Background Information. 


It will be remembered that the Chinese 
authorities in Mukden some months ago insisted 
on the withdrawal of H.M. Vice-Consul there at 
extremely short notice on the alleged grounds of 
interference with Chinese A.R.P. measures in his 
compound. 

4) If pressed for details about the Mukden 
case, the answer might be given that this is 
another question. 

5) If asked about the status of H.M. consuls 
in China, the reply might be given that they are 
not yet recognised in their official capacity by 
the Central People's Government. 

¢) H.M. consuls are stationed at Shanghai, 
Nanking, Kunming, Chungking, Hankow, Tientsin, 
Amoy, Tsing Tao and Canton. There are no 
Chinese consuls in the United Kingdom and the 


colonies at the present time. ' 
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My telegram No. 288 fof 8th February; 


expulsion of His Majesty's Consul General 
from Tihwa/ 

Following is text of Parliamentary 
Questions asked in the House of Commons on 
8th February and of reply given. Begins: 


Mr, Fitzroy Maclean Lp pnivete Notice ) 


asked the For@ign Secretary whether he will 


state the terms of the protest addressed by 
him-to the ohinees Communist Government over 

the ill-treatment and expulsion of His Majesty's 
Géneut-General at Tihwa; and what reply he 


has received, 


AffeineFNr, -Ernest Davies}: His Majesty's 


‘Chargé a'Affaires was instructed on 5a: Pebsuery 


0 make strong representations to the Chinese 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs, : re am now awaiting 


ag 


8 | report on the action which he has taken and, 


to add to the detailed statement circulated 


yesterday. 


Mr. Maclean: Will the hon, Gentleman say 


what the terms of the protest were, and give 
some indication of what action he is taking in 


this very serious matter? 


. 
; 


“Mr, Davies: Oun representative in Peking 


was instructed to make a strong protest;. and 
the actual wording of the. protest was left to 


his discretion, 


Mr. Maclean: Can the hon. Gentleman say 
why the Government found it necessary to 
withhold from the public information about this 
disgraceful affair for over, a month, and why he 
himself, at Question Time yesterday, chose to relegate 
his reply to the obscurity of the OFFICIAL he 
REPORT instead of taking the opportunity of making 


a public statement on the matter? 


Mr, Davies:- The answer to the first part 


of that supplementary question is that we 
awaited the arrival of Mr. Holmes in this 
country to obtain corroboration of the 
information we had received from Hong Kong. 
The answer to the second part of the question 
is that I thought it was better that we should 
give a full detailed statement in the OFFICIAL 


REPORT rather than give an abbreviated version 


. 


and take up the time of the House, 
Mr, Eden: I think there will be no 


j 


dispute anywhere about the seriousness of this 


information now that it is fully available, 


It is a fact that our Consul-General was not 
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allowed, when in China, to communicate with « 
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Mr, Davies; It would not be quite 
accurate to suggest that he was unable to 
communicate with any of the other representatives ,) 
because there are ways and means by which that. 
is achieved, but it is true that he had no normal 
diplomatic means of communicating with other 
representatives of His Majesty's Government. 


Mr, Eden: Would the hon. Gentleman bear 


in mind that there can be very few cases in 
diplomatic history where a Consul-General has not 
been allowed even to communicate with one of his 


colleagues when he has been subjected to 


treatment like this? 
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Mr. Davies: I fully endorse the statement 


made by the right hon. Gentleman, and I can 
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assure him that that is one of the reasons why 


we are insisting that a very strong protest 
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should be made, 


Brigadier Head: Does not the Under- 
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Secretary consider that the very rough way in 
which this man was treated was partly Communist 
propaganda to show their scorn of Britain, and 
that unless a really strong protestgoes forward 
we shall appear to condone that action? 


Mr. Davies: It is not for us to assess 


the reasons for the agtion taken or the motives 


which inspired it without, further: sino and an 


effort to ascertain the facts, Perhaps, in 


reply to our provess, we shall be able better to. 
assess the situation. ‘Gertainly, a very RHROME 
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Tihwa has created a widespread impression that 


they are trying to hush up this deplorable inci 
because it exposes the utter failure of their 


efforts to avpease the Chinese Communist 


Government? 


Mr, Davies: I feel I must protest at the 


suggestion that we have been trying to hush 
up anything, There has been no attempt 
whatever to hide it. Full'‘details were 
published in the OFFICIAL REPORT and were 


available.to the Press immediately afterwards, 


. 


Full publicity has now been given to this 


od 
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situation, 
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may make to prevent the Opposition-from fanning this 


incident up out of all proportion? 
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what has happenéd to the public and private 


property which was confiscated on this occasion, 
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and who is now in charge of- His Majesty's 
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Consulate-General at Tihwa? - | 
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Mr, Davies: ° We no longer Have any 


representative at Tihwa; as to the property, 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEKING 
No. 23) 
9th February, 1951 De 8. 30 De Me 9th February, 1951 


PRIORITY 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 294 of 9th Februam 
Repeated for information Saving to Washington io. 672 
Singapore No. 92. 


My telegram No. 288 [of 8th February; expulsion of 
His Majesty's Consul General from Tihwa]. 


Following is text of Parliamentary Questions asked 
in the House of Commons on 8th February and of reply 
given. 


[Begins]. 


Mr. Fitzroy Maclean asked the Foreign Secretary 
whether he will state the terms of the protest addressed 


by him to the Chinese Communist Government over the ill- 
treatment and expulsion of His Majesty's Consul~General 
at Tihwa; and what reply he has received, 


Mr, Ernest Davies: His Majesty's Chargé d'affaires 
was instructed on 3rd February to make strong representations 


to the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, I am now 
awaiting a report on the action which he has taken and, 
pending receipt of this, I am not in a position to add 
to the detailed statement circulated yesterday. 


Mr. Maclean: Will the Honourable Gentleman say 
what the terms of the protest were, and give some 
indication of what action he is taking in this very 
serious matter? 


Mr. Davies: Our representative in Pekir 
instructed to make a strong protest; and the actual 
wrens of the protest was left to be liser 


pie i information about this nett affair f 


foreign ¢ ae tel 7Tam NOs 29) 


ig 


over a month, and why he himself, at Question Time yesterday, 
chose to relegate his reply to the obscurity of the Official 
Report instead Of taking the opportunity of making a public 
statement on the matter? 


Mr. Davies: The answer to the first part of that 
supplementary question is that we awaited the arrival of 
Mr. Holmes in this country to obtain corroberation of the 
information we had received from Hong Kong. ‘The answer to 
the second part of the question is that I thought it was 
better that we should give a full detailed statement in the 
Official Report rather than give an abbreviated version and 
take up the time of the House. 


Mr. Edem; I think there will be no dispute anywhere 
about the seriousness of this information now that it is 
fully available. It is a fact that our Consul-General was 
not allowed, when in China, to communicate with any other 
of His Majesty's diplomatic representatives in that country? 


Mr. Davies: It would not be quite accurate to suggest 
that he was unable to communicate with any of the other 
representatives, because there are ways and means by which 
that is achieved, but it is true that he had no normal 
diplomatic means of communicating with other representatives 
of His Majesty's Government. 


Mr. Eden: Would the Honourable Gentleman bear in 
mind that there can be very few cases in diplomatic 
history where a Consul-General has not been allowed even 
to communicate with one of his colleagues when he has been 
subjected to treatment like this? 


Mr. Davies: I fully endorse the statement made by 
the Right Honourable Gentleman, and I can assure hia 
that that is one of the reasons why we are insisting that 
a very strong protest should be made, 


3 r Hea Does not the Under~Secreta: 
esuitiee at Sy ciey seach ay tn ae Gt 

was treated was partly Communist propaganda to show their 
scorn of Britain, and that unless a really strong protest 
goes forward we shall appear to condone that action? 


e- foreign Office telegram No. 29) to Pek 
3. 


Mr. Davies: It is not for us to assess the reasons 
for the action taken or the motives which inspired it 
without further inquiry and an effort to ascertain the 
facts. Perhaps, in reply to our protest, we shall be able 
better to assess the situation. Certainly, a very strong 
protest is being made, and I do not think I can say more. 


| Mr, Julian Amery: Is the Honourable Gentleman aware 
that the Government's failure to give publicity to the 


closing of the Consulate at Tihwa has created a widespread 
impression that they are trying to hush up this deplorable 
ineident because it exposes the utter failure of their 
efforts to appease the Chinese Communist Government? 


Mr. Davies: I feel I must protest at the suggestion 
that we have been trying to hush up anything. There has 
been no attempt whatever to hide it. Full details were 
published in the Official Report and were available te 
the Press immediately afterwards. Full publicity has 
now been given to this situation. 


Mr. S. Silverman: Would my Honourable Friend bear 
in mind that he will have the fullest support from this 
side of the House for any proper protest the Government 
may make against any misbehaviour and also for any attempt 
he may make to prevent the Opposition from fanning this 
incident up out of all preportion? 


‘Mt, Maclean; Cam the Under-Secretary say what has 
happened to the publie and private property which was 
confiscated on this occasion, and who is now in charge 
of His Majesty's Consulate-General at Tihwa? 


Mx. Davies; We no longer have any representative 
at Tihwa; as to the property, that has been confiscated. 
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Your telegram No.@9%: Expulsion of His Majesty’ 


I fear that Parliamentary Under-Secretary's reply 
to Mr. Eden’s first supplementary may arouse unfortunate 
suspicions in the minds of the Chinese authorities since 
they may well imagine that clandestine means are employed. 
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Your telegram No, 330 [of February 13th: Expulsion 
His Majesty's Consul General at Tihwa], | 
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What was meant by this reply was that while Mr. Fox- 
Holmes had no diplomatic means of commmicating with you, and 
safe. courier or cypher or code facilities, he was 
nevertheless able to communicate with you by other means such 


as by post or in clear language through the ordi telegraph 
service. 


China and Kores Departuent 
Japan and Pacific Department 


South East Asia Department 


FO 371/92379 


Expulsion of G. Fox-Holmes, 
Consul-General at Tihwa for 


alleged criminal acts 
(1951) 


(Folder 2) 


a 4 
55 ie ER ala eae ll “SSP kg? ere epee, 


Se a RT OER Ca ate Te PRES 
® 


a 
+ 
= 


a Siete tartan eaientamnebiinien ens ait ee alla et Ee ee oe 


oe ages 


ig 


ell PMA Drm) EB rot” at 


. eT eee ie Cae a a ann me 


rar r AcTER™ 


Ol INI A 
oe ee 


Ilinckon 6 dicio4 afk wnfrornhol 


pohtmoL aha pratt of He oxpuloro 


4 £ = 


No. al 
. y 
Pact oD. SI Aquat father molimebsn, Onony firk 
Received i | f y 
Ree pe DST [awk Aho» CO cr LH of ales 1a angbeny haikes 
REFERENCES 


7S) 3c {95} 


Feiss 1430 
EG30 


fo 
Loa [ Iris p 444 


92379 


(Print) 


ae 
hl) Miro 
Lb Dd. 


FOR PERMANENT Prreery 


PAPERS ON THiS Fiti tify 
BEEN CITED IN OFFICIAL] © 
HISTORIES OR PUBLICATID 


| (Action 
completed) | 


pf 4s) 


Pe oT er Stet es 


e a 
2 ORIEL AMI RRR PAC AN as Al AIO aig MM A ile is i sD ll MS. coil Nhe cee tached whe ma ees A ee ae Sitebiies 5 
teadehitv us ae ’ ee 
< | : 
* 
ce : ’ ¢ 
. 


P05 .D% (he, Hardenen | 


Secu Dopt yeh 


bee ade s. 
adp fF C13] YF i ]ns)r (194.9) : 


Kor dy 1949 6 we tre da} Wp 
wh? deliogh g tabs Meili pla} 
Adtiekon wit? harkulers oP doatbniactey, Pom npn 

Hoke dohoyd bp eacd ec SS mig tt fos wolf 
te) aad 


REGISTRY 


[84 2.}2% C, 


* ty 


PETITION OF TELEGRAMS. / — > — 


(Date)... == 


2 : 


AW ARNG ot 


FECTION, 
OREIGN OFFICE/ 8 
4 ny ; : 4 [ 
Please reptat™to ‘the posts sHoWn below | telenarp 


nit, teh hy 


~ 
- 


4 


eles 
<7 
_-« 


we 


dated..& 


~~ 


ce i cwey cca weoyS 


ea es BO. 


\intas leiden cacaaeeatyeeeecds EM 
(Signed): 


(Dept.).. 
(Date). 4 ae 
Y 


2) DIVISION CONCERNED (FOR ARCHIVES). 


e 


Kas eee 


are 


ics 
3 3 


et 


£ 
“ 
J 
= 
one 
a ong 
~ 
= 
mg 
wv 
Ps 
= 
S 
Vv 
O 
Oo 
Ps 
bo 
= 
a om 
rw) 
© 
Zz 


tase 


oe ees 


te 


Minutes. 


vane they 


Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


= 
BO 
— 
© 
pi 
ome 
i 
co 
a 
= 
7) 
w 
= 
Y 
2 
eo 
et 
dO 
am 
fe 
ws 
oO 
ya 


FCI§s 1 


telegram is of particular secrecy and should be e 
by the authorised recipient and not passed on]; 


Cypher/OTP 


. 


me ets tte OF @ a sow. 


x F% 


Mr. Shipton 
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12th February,1951. Re 11.17 asm. 12th February,1951. 


SECRET 


2th February, 
Repeated for information to Peking, 


Your telegram No. 5:February 7th. \ £c/f47) | 19 ¢ 


May we have instructions whether we should destroy -_, ; 
Foreign Office Circular No. 61 of 3rd August, 1948, - ob SY 
/ f 

2. We still hold emergency balance of Hong Kong dollars 

,/20 in notes as previously authorised. In view o 
the strict currency regulations we consider that, 
if possible, these should be destroyed. They can no 
longer be changed officially and wé save no safe hand 
bag facilities to send them out of the country. May . 
we have instructions, please? 
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Telegrams marked CYPHER (TYPEX) must first be paraphrased if communicated 
rsons outside British or United States Government Services; telegrams marked 
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CYPHER (SIMPLEX) should be paraphrased where possible. 
Any telegraphic retransmission of a cypher telegram marked other than 0O.T.P. 


must be in a One Time System. 
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ALLOTTED TO FAR RBASTERN DEPARTMENT 


CYPHER(PARAPHRASE UNNECESSARY ) 


FROM 3 U.eKe HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CANADA 


OTTAWA, 13015 hours, 13th Febe, 1951 


De 
12655 hours, l4yth Febe, 1951 


Re 


NOe126, SECRET, © 
Your telegram YeNosellle ~ We Treva by 


UNITED KINGDOM CONSULAR POSTS IN CHINA 


Canadian authorities to whom position has been 
explained welcome suggestion that United Kingdom Consuls should 


wherever possible complete lists of Canadian nationals and 
If possible they would like copies of such lists to 


propertiese 
be made available to Canadian Consul General Shanghale 


2e Canadian Mission at Nanking is also being Closed 
and Charge d‘'Affaires is on way homee . This will leave Shanghai 


as only Canadian post in Chinae 


Copy tos= Delle 
MreR.e Ross 


Ce Re Oc 
Foreign Office China Depte (i) 
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De OTTAWA, 13015 hours, 135th Febe, 1951 
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SECRET, 
Your telegram YeNos lle 


UNITED KINGDOM CONSULAR POSTS IN CHINA 


Canadian authorities to whom position has been 


explainei welcome suggestion that United Kingdom Consuls should 
possible complete lists of Canadian nationals and 


wherever | 

properties. If possible they would like copies of such lists to 
be made available to Canadian Consul General Shanghale 
Canadian Mission at Nanking is also being Closed 

This will leave Shanghai 


Ce 
and Charge d‘'Affaires is on way homes 
as only Canadian post in Chinas 


Copy tot= Dell. 
Ce Re Oc MYe Re ROSS 
China Depte(l) 
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Mr. Lamb's telegram No. 558 of March 2ist (attached). 


Se In January we instructed Sir J. Hutchison to make 
strong representations to the Chinese Government regarding 
the expulsion of Mr. Fox Holmes from Tihwa. Sir John 
Hutchison (after suggesting certain amendments to the 
instructions) delivered a protest to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on February 9th in somewhat mild terms. 


De some concern was expressed in the House of Commons 
about Mr. Fox Holmes's expulsion and the Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary considered that the comparatively mild 
communication left by Sir J. Hutchison was inadequate. 
On our instructions he therefore made further representations 
Peking on February i9th. The terms of the two protests 
“Aye ky ett Peking a ia Nog. 5O7 and Foreign Office 
a On March drd the Ministry of Foreign Affairs replied 
repeating their accusations against Mr. Fox Holmes. A 
further question was asked in the House of Commons on 
March i2th and the Minister of State informed the House 
that "a most unsatisfactory" reply had been received and 
that the question of further representations was under 
consideration. On March 16th Mr. Lamb was instructed to 
inform the Chinese that we could not accept the accusations 
against Mr. Fox Holmes. 


oS. The arguments used by Mr. Lamb in his telegram No. 558 
to you have considerable force. Subject to the views of 
the Minister of State (who may feel that embarrassment would 
be caused in the House of Commons unless immediate 
representations are made) I would suggest that we defer to 
Mr. Lamb's views to the extent of delaying a reply until 
such time as the inventories of property are ready to be 
communicated to the Chinese Government. This will involve 
at least a month's delay, by which time public interest 

in the matter may have died down and it may be possible to 
tone down our representations without causing difficulty 

in the House. If a question is meanwhile asked in the 
House it might be possible to explain that the inventories 
of property left in Tihwa are not yet complete and that 
pending their preparation the question of further 
representations has been postponed. 


6. You will no doubt wish to consult the Minister of 
State. Subject to your and his approval to the course 
Suggested above a telegram will be drafted accordingly to 
Mr. Lamb for submission to you. 
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Expulsion of Mr. Fox Holmes from Tihwa. 
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ngapore [Qo atelegram No. 294 the deepcconcern felt in the 
FLAG © House over the ill-treatment to which His 

Majesty's Consul-General at Tihwa: and his staff 

were subjected. In the circumstances, I feel 


that the terms of the protest made in Peking on 


Oth February may well lead to serious criticism 


as failing adequately to convey to the Chinese 


Government the extremely unfavourable impression 
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which their behaviour in this case has created 


here. 
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Distribution :— a reply to your initial protest, you should now 
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contained in my immediately following telegram, [Bl 
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telegram to reach me not later than 


February 20th. 
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Singapere Ne. 100 


Your telegram Ne. 307 [ef 9th Februaryt Expulsion ef Mr. Fex 
Holmes. | 


You will new have seen frem my telegram Ne. 29) the deep 
cencern felt in the House efer the ill-treatment te which His 
Majesty's Consul-General at Tihwa and his staff were subjected. 
In the circumstances, I feel that the terms ef the pretest made 
in Peking en 9th February may well lead te serious criticism 
as failing adequately to convey te the Chinese Government the 
extremely unfavourable impression which their saci hteall in this 
ease has created here, 


2. Unless yeu have in the meantime received a reply te your — 
initial pretest, you should new send a further eemuunication te 
the Ministry ef Fereign Affairs, the terms ef which are 
contained dm my immediately fellewing telegran, 


3, In sending these instructions, I have taken fully inte agcount® 
the considerations in yeur telegram Ne, 331, but in view ef the 
temper of the Heade and of publie fooling here, I Wish te plece 
on recerd the strong disapproval ef this country te such treatner 1 
ef British effielals, irrespective ef whether the Chinese re; 
them as being there in their efficial capacity er net, I de net 4 
the Chinese to be left in any deubt abeut the reaction in the | 
United Kingdem te their high-handed uctheds, 


he Please repert aetion taken urgently by telegran te reseh 0, 
net later than February 20th. 


PRKYNG 
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SIMON PORE 


Z Expulsion of His Majesty's Consul 
General at Tihway | 


2 , 


|My i mbadiatels precedi i telegram 
" Pollowiae is text of Note to be 
delivered. 


Begins: 
"With reference to my letter of 9th | 


February on the subject of the expulsion of 


Mr, Fox Holmes, His Majesty's Consul General at 
Tihwa, I have been instructed by His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 3 
to communicate to you the terms of a report by ‘ 
Mr. Fox Holmes on the circumstances leading up 
to his expulsion from China, 

Ze I am further instructed to draw 
Your Excellency's attention to the extremely 


unfavourable impression created in the United 


meseusatiie. 


Kingdom by the/ behaviour of the Chinese authori- 


ties tok this. case, 


3. : De-conezude I trust that an early 
-reply will be! given to thé request in my letter 


ge the 08h tees. thet the remsinder of the 


UTFILE 


7” Cypher/OTP and 
By Confidential, Bag 


©(3¢9/ 26 | 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEKING 
No. 323. | 3 | 


February 16th, 1951. D. 9,56.p.m. February 16th, 1951. 
PRIORITY 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 525 of February 16th, 
Repeated for information Saving to Washington No. 782, 
and Singapore No. 101. 


My immediately preceding telegram [Expulsion of His 
Majesty's Consul General at Tihwa]. 


Following is text of Note to be delivered. 
[Begins]. 


"With reference to my letter of 9th February on the subject | 
of the expulsion of wr. Fox Holmes, His Majesty's Consul ) 
General at Tihwa, I have been instructed by His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to communicate 


to you the terms of.areport by Mr. Fox Holmes on the circumstances, ‘ 
leading up to his expulsion from China. ; 


2. I em further instructed to draw Your Excellency's attention 
to the sxtremely unfavourable impression created in the United 
Kingdom by the inexcusable behaviour of the Chinese authorities 
in this case. 


53. I trust that an early reply will be given to the request 
in my letter of the 9th February that the remainder of the 
baggage and personal property belonging to Mr. Fox Holmes and 
his staff be shipped to Hong Kong. I avail myself of this 
opportunity etc.. | 


[Ends]. 
WW 


Qehd Mele 20th February ,1951. 
2.50 a.m. 20th February,1951 


Addressed te Forel n Office telegram Ne 
ebru 


Repeated for infermation to Washingten 
Singapere 


Your telegram Ne. 3057 Fex Holmes. 
Ee \ cM, 
I have communicated the terms ef your telegram Ne. 
323 te the Ministry ef Fereign Affairs in a formal letter 
from myself te Chang Han Fu'Vice Minister fer Fereign — 
Affairs. The letter has been sent teday 19th February. 


‘ 
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2. Paragraph 10 ef Fex [? Gp emitted ] repert . I have 
emitted the word Chinese frem the phrase "filthy Chinese 
hetel", All. the hetels in Peking are Chinege and the” 

eriginal phrase seemed needlessly effensive. ts 


 Fereign Office please pass te Washingte! 
telegram Ne. 22. : : : 
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Far Kastern 


¢€ Parliamentary Question 


‘% 26/Mr. Fitzroy Maclean,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, what reply he 
- 25M has iacaieed from the Chinese Communist Government to his protest against the litres 
“> ment and expulsion of His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tihwa. : 


Dimcantean «| 91 FEB 1951 


| ANSWERED 9 1 FEB 1951 
| REPLY ATTACHED. 


‘ wr- a 


- Cit) [ 29. 


ee eo 


tytn ‘ 


Flag "a" On the 7th February Mr. Maclean asked for 
a statement on the expulsion of Mr. Fox-Holmes, 
His Majesty's ConsuI-General in Tihwa. In 
response to this request, the terms of 

Mr. Fox-Holmes's report were circulated in 

the official record. 


Flag “B" 2 On the 8th February Mr. Maclean in a 
Private Notice Question asked for the terms of 
our protest to the Chinese. In reply he was 
informed that His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires 
had been instructed on the 3rd February to 
make strong representations but that we were 
still awaiting a report on the action taken. 
It was clear at the time that there was deep 
concern in the House at the very bad behaviour 
of the Chinese in this case. 


Flag "Cc" 46 On the 9th February Sir J. Hutchison 4 
sent a rather mild protest to the Vice Minister | 

for Foreign Affairs. This was followed up a 

Flag "jp" on the 19th February on our instructions by a 

stronger protest. The terms of 

(hie anaes 6) Mr. Fox-Holmes's report w@kalso communicated 

fot to the Chinese. Their attention was drawn to 

the “extremely unfavourable impression created 

in the United Kingdom by their inexcusable 

behaviour" in this case. 


le To neither of these two communications has | 
any reply from the Chinese been received. The : 
position in fact is that the Chinese scarcely 
ever reply to His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires' 
representations although they do sometimes act 

on them. The Chinese regard His Majesty's 
Chargé d'Affaires as present in Peking merely 

to discuss the establishment of diplomatic 
relations, and they do not regard themselves 

as in relations with His Majesty's Government. 


150 coc 


Or Set oe eee er nes 


a 


| [Receive INC.B.] 


22FEB 1951 


+SENT TO DEPT, 


De In replying the best line to take probably would 
be to refer to the two communications made and to make 
no bones about admitting that no reply has been 
received and that we are in fact unlikely to get one. 
The point might perhaps be made that our main purpose 
in making this protest was to leave the Chinese with 
no doubt as to the extremely unfavourable impression 
created in this country by their bad behaviour in 

the Fox-Holmes case. If pressed, there would be no 
objection to agreeing to publish the terms of the 
communications made to the Chinese. 


S 


Draft reply in the above sense is submitted. 


Ta 


(A.A.E. Franklin 
20th February, 1951. 
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5. Mr. Fitzroy MAcLean,—To ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs what 
reply he has received from the Chinese 
Communist Government to his protest 
against the ill-treatment and expulsion of 
His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tihwa. 


Mr. Sydney Silverman: On a point of 
order. Before this Question is answered, 
Sir, might I ask whether, in the case of 
a Government with which we are in 
diplomatic relations, it is in order to 
introduce the word, “Communist,” or 
any other word of the kind, between the 
words, “Chinese” and “ Government.” 
If, in fact, that is in order, would it be 
equally in order to refer, on the Order 
Paper, to the “ Yugoslay Communist 
Government,” the “ Spanish Fascist Gov- 
ernment” or the “American Capitalist 
Government ”’? 


Mr. Speaker : I have always under- : 


stood that the various Governments were 
Conservative, Liberal, Communist or 
something else. One surely is entitled 
to refer to them as such. This is not a 
point of order as far as I am concerned. 


Mr. Silverman: Further to my point 
of order. Has it not always been held, 
Sir, that in relation to Governments with 
which we maintain diplomatic relations, 
any kind of adverse comment or reflec- 
tion of that kind is out of order? Ques- 
tions which make reflections of that kind 
are normally refused at the Table. I 
think that you will appreciate the sub- 
stance of my point, Mr. Speaker, when 
I say that, if it once were to be allowed 
in this case, it could be allowed in a 
wide variety of other circumstances which 
would be embarrassing to everybody. 


Mr. Speaker: I understand that the 
hon. Member objects to this Question. 
He says that the word “Communist” 


must be offensive, but that is not neces- 
sarily so. We have had members of that 
party in this House and, because they 
belonged to that party, we have always 
referred to them as Communist Members, 
and it was not offensive in any way. 


Mr. Silverman: I have not made my 
point quite clear. I am not suggesting 
that in everybody’s eyes the word 
“Communist” is offensive, though it 
certainly is in the eyes of some people. 
What I am suggesting is that, if one uses 
a comment of this kind in a Question, 
which can be variously interpreted in 
various quarters by various people, then 
the door is open to a wide variety of such 
Questions, which may constantly cause 
embarrassment in the House. It is suffi- 
cient, if an hon. Member wants to ask 
a Question about a Government, to talk 
about the “ Chinese Government” or the 
“ Albanian Government” or any other 
Government. Once one is permitted to 
put in an adjectival reference of this kind, 
the rules which the House has always 
observed begin to be placed in jeopardy. 


Mr. Speaker : I have no time to answer 
that submission. The hon. Member has 
now wasted five minutes of the time of 
the House. Mr. Maclean. 


Mr. Emest Davies: The answer to the 
Question of the hon. Member for Lan- 
caster (Mr. F. Maclean) is “ None, Sir.” 


Mr. Maclean: If the Government are 
to maintain relations with the Chinese 
Communists, will they at least take steps 
to ensure that His Majesty’s diplomatic 
and consular representatives are treated 
with the respect they deserve? 


Mr, Davies: That was the purpose of 
the two protests that we have made. 
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DRAFT REPLY TO 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION 


No. * 26 
(Mr. Fitzroy Maclean) 


21st February, 1951. 
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‘ ais Majesty's Chargéd 
d'Affaires at Peking made representations to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the 9th 
February and again on the 19th February. ¢ 


NOTE FOR SUPPLEMENTARIES. 
Qe Will the Honourable Gentleman give the 


terms of the protests made? 


A. Yes Sir. But with permission and in 
order to spare the House's time, I would 
propose to circulate these in the official 


report. 


Qe If no satisfactory reply is given by the 
Chinese will the Honourable Member see to it 
that His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires is 
withdrawn from Peking? 


A. No Sir. The Chinese may not reply and 

we cannot compel them to do so. But what we 
have done is to make it quite plain to them 
that their inexcusable behaviour in this case 
has caused an extremely unfavourable impression 


in this country. This was the main purpose 


of our protest. 


Does His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires ever 


receive any reply to his representations? 


A. The Chinese frequently fail to reply. 
Nevertheless representations made have 
sometimes produced the desired result. 
must not be forgotten that H.M.G. are not yet in 
norzial diplomatic relations with the Central 


Peoples! Govt. of China. 


The texts of two protests dated the 9th February 
and the 19th February respectively communicated 

by His Majesty's Chargé d‘Affaires at Peking to 
the Chinese Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
the subject of the expulsion of His Majesty's 
Consul-General at Tihwa by the Chinese authorities. 


Communication dated the 9th February. 


With reference to my letter No. 4/10452/l/51 of 
10th January to Mr. Huan Hsiang, Lt have the honour to 
make the following communication on instructions from 


His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs: 


His Majesty's Government have seen the report issued 
by the New China News Agency and publicised in the “People's 
Daily" on January 14th concerning the expulsion from China 
of Mr. FoxtHolmes, who was appointed His Majesty's Consul- 
General at Tihwa in 1948. They cannot accept this report 
as a correct version of the facts. His Majesty's 
Government consider the treatment accorded to Mr. Fox#Holmes 
by the Chinese authorities was both discourteous and 
unfriendly. His Majesty's Government reserve all their 
rights to their property in Tihwa, and request that the 
remainder of the baggage and personal property belonging to 
Mr. Fox#Holmes and his staff be shipped to Hong Kong as soon 
as possible. I avail myself of this opportunity to express 
to Your Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration. 


Communication dated the 19th February. ° 


With reference to my letter of 9th February on the subject 
of the expulsion of Mr. Fox#Holmes, His Majesty's Consul- 
General at Tihwa, I have been instructed by His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to communicate 
to you the terms of a report by Mr. Fox+Holmes on the 
circumstances leading up to his expulsion from China. iz 
Ze I am further instructed to draw Your Excellency's attention 
to the extremely unfavourable impression created in the United 
Kingdom by the inexcusable behaviour of the Chinese authorities 
in this case. = 


by I trust that an early reply will be given to the request 
in my letter of the 9th February that the remainder of the 
baggage and personal property belonging to Mr. Fox#Holmes and 
his staff be shipped to Hong Kong. I avail myself of this 
opportunity to express to Your an eseee the assurance of 
my highest consideration. 
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No reply has so far been received from 
@ Chinese Government. His Majesty's Charaé 
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« WA4ll the Honourable Gentleman give the 
terms of the protest made? — 


« Yes Sire But with permission and in 
order to spare the House's time, I would 
se to circulate these in the official 
report. 


« If no satisfactory reply is given by the 
Chinese will the Honourable Member see to it 
that His Majesty's Chargé d'affaires is 
withdrawn from Peking? 
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His Majesty’ s Consul-Géners 

response to this reqiest, the terns of © 
Mr. Pox~Holmes’s report were circulated in 
the official record. 


2e On the 8th February itr. Maclean in a 
Private Notice Question asked for the terms of 
our protest to the Chinese. in reply he was 
informed that iz Wajeaty’s Chargé é a°affaires 
hed been instructed on the 3rd February to 
make strong representations but that we were 
still awaiting a report on the action taken. 
It was clear at the time that there was deep 
concern in the House at the very bad Sabaviow 
of the Chinese in this case. 


3. On the 9th February Sir J. Hutchison 

sent a rather mild protest to the Vice Minister 
for Fore Affaire. This was followed up 

on the 1 February on ovr instructions by a 
stronger protest. The terms of 

ur. Fox-Holmes’s re was also communicated 
to the Chinese. ir attention was drawn to 
the “extremely unfavourable impression created 
in the United Kingdom by their inexcusable 
Dehaviour® in this case. 


he To meither of these two communications has, 
any reply from the Chinese been received. The Be 
position in fact is that the Chinese scarcely 
ever reply to His Majesty's Chargé atarteires® | 
representations although they do sometimes act 
on them. The Chinese regard His Majesty's 

gé G’Affaires as present in Peking merely 
to discuss ae establishment of diplomatic 
velations, and they do not regard themselves 
as in relations with His Majesty’s Government. 
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The texts of two protests dated the Sth February 
and the 19th February respectively communicated 

by His Majesty's Chargé a'Affaires at Peking to 
the Chinese Vice Minister for Foreign Affaire on 
the subject of the expulsion of His Majesty's 
Coneul-General at Tihwa by the Chinese authorities. 
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With reference to my letter Noe 4/10452/h/51 of 
10th January to Mr. Huan Hsiang. I have the honour to 
make the following communication on instructions fron 
mse tall Principal Secretary of State for Poreign 

airs: 


His Majesty's Government have seen the report issued 
by the New China News Agency and publicised in the "People's 
Daily" on January 14th concerning the expulsion from China 
of Mir. FoxHolmes, who was appointed His Majesty's Consul- 
General at Tihwa in 1948. They cannot accept this report 
as a correct version of the facts. His Majesty's 
Government consider the treatment accorded to Mr. FoxHiolmes 
by the Chinese authorities was both discourteous and 
unfriendly. His Majesty's Government reserve all their 
rights to their property in Tihwa, and request that the 
remainder of the and personel property belonging to 
Mr. FPox#Holmes and his staff be shipped to Hong Kong aa soon 
aes possible. I avail myself of this opportunity to express 
to Your “xeellency the assurance of my highest consideration. 
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With reference to my letter of Sth February on the subject 
of the expulsion of Mr. Fox“Holmes, His Majesty's Consul- 
General at Tihwa, I have been instructed by His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to communicate 
to you the terms of a report by Mr. FoxsHolmes on the 
cireunstances leading up to his expulsion fron China. 


2. I am further inestrueted to draw Your Excellency's attention 

to the extremely unfavourable impression created in the United 

ae — by the inexeusable behaviour of the Chinese authorities 
8 Gace. 


3 I trust that an early reply will be given to the request 
in my letter of the 9th February that the remainder of the 
be Pre hia kee to Mr. Foxviolmes and 
his be shipped t Konge I avail myself of this 
opportunity to express to Your Excellency the assurance of 

my highest coneideration. 


The texts of two protests dated the 9th February 
and the 19th February respectively communicated 

by His Majesty's Chargé a'Affaires at Peking to 
the Chinese Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
the subject of the expulsion of His Majesty's 
Consvl-General at Tihwa by the Chinese authorities. 
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With reference to my letter Noe 4/10452/k/51 of 
10th January to Mr. Huan Heiang. I have the honour to 
make the following communi¢ation on instructions from 
His lal Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs: | 


His Majesty's Government have seen the report issued 
by the New China News Agency and publicised in the "People's 
Daily" on January 14th concerning the expulsion from China 
of Mre Fox-Holmes, who was appointed His Majesty's Consul- 
General at Tihwa in 1948. They cannot accept this report 
as a correct version of the facts. His Majesty's 
Government consider the treatment accorded to Mr. Pox-Holmes 
by the Chinese authorities vas both discourteous and 
unfriendly. His Majesty's Government reserve all their 
righte to their property in Tihwa, and request that the 
remainder of the ba e and personal property belonging to 
Mr. FPox-Holmes and his staff be shipped to a Kong as soon 
as possible. I avail myself of this opportunity to express 
to Your Exeellency the assurance of my highest consideration. 


. . a “) ) 
Communication dated tne ith February. 


With reference to my letter of 9th February on the subject | 


of the expulsion of Mr. Fox-Iblmes, His Majesty's Consul- 

General at Tihwa, I have been instructed by His Mejesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to communicate @ 
to you the terms of a report by Mr. Fox-Holmes on the . 
cireunstances leading up to his expulsion fro China. 


2. Iam further instructed 1 draw Your Excellency's attention 
to the extremely unfavourable impression created in the United | 


Kingdom by the inexeusable belamviour of the Chinese authorities 
in this ¢ase. 


3 <I trust that an early reply will be given to the request 
in my letter of the 9th Februaty that the remainder of the 

be and personal tag sad lelonging to Mr. Fox-Holmes and 
his be shipped to Hong Kmg. I avail myself of this 
opportunity to express to Your Excellency the assurance of 
my highest consideration. 
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Repeat to :— Your telegram No. 365 fof 19th February; 


expulsion of H»M. Consul General at Tihwa/ 
OlsAY ° 
f Following is text of Parliamentary Question 


-asked on the 21st February and of the reply 
givene 
"Mr. Fitzroy Maclean. - To ask the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs what reply he has 
received from the Chinese Communist Government 
to his protest against the ill-treatment and 
expulsion of His Majesty's Consul-General at 
Tihwa. 
“Mr. Sidney Silverman: On a point of order. 


Before this Question is answered, Sir, might I 
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ask whether, in the case of a Government with 
Distribution :— 


which we are in diplomatic relations, it is in 

Departmental | , 

China « Korea order to introduce the word, “Communist,” or any 
Dept. | 

Treaty Dept. other word of the kind, between the words,” 
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“Chinese” and “Government.” If, in fact, that 
is in order, would it be equally in order to 
refer, on the Order Paper, to the "Yugoslav 
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the various Governments were Conservative, 
Liberal, Communist or something else. One surely 
is entitled to refer to them as such. This is 
not a point of order as far as I am concerned. 
"Mr. Silverman: Further to my point of order. 
Has it not always been held, Sir, that in relatio 
to Governments with which we maintain diplomatic 
relations, any kind of adverse comment or 
reflection of that kind is out of order, Questio 
which make reflections of that kind are normally 


refused at the Table. I thihk that you will 


appreciate the substance of my point, Mr. Speaker, 


MARGIN. 


when I say that, if it once were to be allowed 


in this case, it’ could be allowed in a wide 


variety of other circumstances which would be 


IN THIS 


embarrassing to everybody. 
“Mr. Speaker: I understand that the hon. Member 
objects to this Question. He says that the word 


“Communist” must be offensive, but that is not 


: 
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necessarily so. We have had members of that party 
in this House and, because they belonged to that 
party, we have always referred to them as 
Communist Members, and it was not offensive in 


any Waye 


NOTHING TO 


"Mr, Silverman: I have not made my point quite 
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clear, I am not suggesting that in everybody's 
eyes the word "Communist" is offensive, though 


it certainly is in the eyes of some peoplé. ‘What 


i am suggesting is that, af one uses @ comment 
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"sufficient, if an hon. Member wants to ask 
a Question about a Government,. to talk about 
the “Chinese Government” of the “Albanian 
Government" or any other Government. Once 
one is permitted to put in an adjectival 
reference of this kind, the rules which the 
House has always observed begin to be placed 
in jeopardy. 

“Mr. Speaker: I have no time to answer that 
submission. The hon. Member has now wasted 
five minutes of the time of the House. Mr. 
Mac leane 


"Mr. Ernest Davies: The answer to the Question | 


of the!hon. Member for Lancaster (Mr. F. Maclean) 
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"Mr, Maclean: If the Government are to maintain 7 


relations with the Chinese Communists, will 
they at least take steps to ensure that 

His Majesty's diplomatic and consular 
representatives are treated with the respect 


they deserve? 
“Mr. Davies: That was the purpose of the two 
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protests that we have made. ™ 
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Addressed to Peking telegfan No. 352 of 22nd February» 
Repeated for information Saving to 


Washington No. 901 
Singapore No, 12% 


Your telegram No. 365 (of 19th February: expulsion 
of His Majesty's Consul General at Tihwa], 


Following is text of Parliamentary Question asked on 
the 21st February and of the reply given. 


"Mr. Fitzroy Maclean, - To ask the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs what reply he has received from the 
Chinese Communist Government to his protest against the 
ill-treatment and expulsion of His Majesty's Consul General 


at Tihwa" 


"Mr. Sidney Silverman: On a point of order, Before 
this Question is answered, Sir, might I ask whether, in 
the case of a Government with which we are in diplomatic 
relations, it is in order to introduce the word, "Communist; 
or any other word of the kind, between the words, "Chinese" 
and "Government". If, in fact, that is in order, would it 
be equally in order to refer, on the Order Paper, to the 
"Yugoslav Communist Government”, the "Spanish Fascist 
Goverment” or the "American Capitalist Government"? 


"Mr, Speaker; I have always understood that the 
various Governments were Conservative, Liberal, Communist 
or something else, One surely is entitiled to refer to 
them as such, This is not a point of order as far as I am 
concerned," 


"Mr, Silverman; Further to my point of order, Has 
it not always been held, Sir, that in relation to | 
ats with which we maintain diplomatic relations, 


any kind ot adverse comment or reflection of way cd 


- /appreciate the sees . 


1 Foreign Office telegram No. 352 to Peking 


ten 


appreciate the substance of my point, Mr. Speaker, when I 
say that, if it once were to be allowed in this case, it 
could be allowed in a wide variety of other circumstances 
which would be embarrassing to everybody”. 


"Mr. Speaker; I understand that the hon. Member 
objects to this Question. He says that the word "Communist" 
must be offensive, but that is not necessarily so, We 
have had members of that party in this House and, because 
they belonged to that party, we have always referred to 
them as Communist Members, and it was not offensive in 
any way. 


"Mr.Silverman; I have not made my point quite clear, 
I am not suggesting that in everybody's eyes the word 
"Communist" is offensive, though it certainly is in the 
eyes of some people. What I am suggesting is that, if one 
uses a comment of this kind in a Question, which can be 
variously interpreted in various quarters by various 
people, then the door is open to a wide variety of such 
Questions, which may constantly cause embarrassment in the 
House. It is sufficient, if an hon. Member wants to ask a 
Question about a Government, to talk about the "Chinese 
Goverment” or the "Albanian Government” or any other 
Government, Once one is permitted to put in an adjectival 
reference of this kind, the rules which the House has 
always observed begin to be placed in jeopardy, 


"Mr, Speaker; I have no time to answer that sub- 
mission, The hon, Member has now was ted five minutes of the 
time of the House, Mr. Maclean, 


"Mr. Ernest Davies; The answer to the question of the 
hon, Member for Lancaster (Mr, F, Maclean) is "None, Sir", 


"Mr, Maclean; If the Government are to maintain 

lations with the Chinese Communists, will they at least 
take steps to ensure that His Majesty's diplomatic and 
la Aiea are treated with the respect 


/"Wir. Davies: Thatseve : 


ice telegram N 


"Mr, Davies; That was the purpose of the two 
protests that we have made”, 
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I do not greatly care for Mr. Crowe's suggestion 
that offhcial letters to the “agg authorities 
should be headed “Office of t tish,Government 
Charge d'Affaires" instead o street@erll Vem 
numberg % a, 


és Apart from the appearance of following the 
nomenclature used by the Chinese to describe the status 
of Mr. Hutchison, I would have thought that one could 
not properly use the phrase “British Government" 

in an official communication. 


5, We can, I suppose, get round this difficulty 

by putbing “United Kingdom Government” but I do not 
like this,either, since we are representing Commonwealth 
interests in most of China and we do nei. want to give 
the Chinese an opportunity of alleging.our Charge 
d'Affairagis not entitled to make representations 

on behalf of Commonwealth citizens. If any change 

is to be made at all,1@4 us, for heaven's sake, have 
some more ringing tite “Office of His Britannic 
Majesty's Charge a’ affaires" (or, if this is likely to 
displease the Commonwealth, "Office of His Majesty's 


Charge d'Affaires"). Z 


2 
/ 
J 


WArte 
Treaty Department. / 


C.U%D. E (N, C.C. Trench) 
2nd March 1951. 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
U/N. | 
(90910/2/51). PEKING, 


RESTRICTED. 26th January, 1951. 
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Your letter No. FC 1106/242 of the 14th December, 
1950, about the address on our official letterg, 


I sympathize with your concern and the point used 
to bother me in London. The trouble, however, about 
heading our letters "British Embassy" is that we are 
not entitled to call ourselves this in writing to the 
Chinese authorities. We do not much care for “British 
Embassy Compound" in communications of this sort as 
it seems rather a hybrid and does not carry any official 
connotation. which is what you would like to see. 


Se What*we are entitled to call ourselves, however, . 
is “Office of the British Government Charge d'Affaires". 
We thought of doing this some time ago, but the question 
was not pursued as it was thought that you yourselves 
might not like it. Since it now seems that in fact 

you would prefer something like this we will give our- 
selves this address in future. If you do not approve 
perhaps you will drop us a short telegram. 


Yn Crt , 
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J.S.H.Shattock, Esq, 0.B ER, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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By Bag v | | a) 
Registry , FOREIGN OFFICE : S.W. I. 


No. FC 1892/28 
ag March, 1951. oli 
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Draft. 
Letter 


Mr. C.T. Crowe, We agree that "British Embassy Compowmd" is 
British Embassy, 


PEKING undesirable, and in fact do not much like 


Your letter U-N 90910/2/51 of 26th January 
1951 about the address of official letters. 


any of a nembers of alternatives we have 
From: 


Mr. Shattock. considered. Probably the least objectionable a 
would be “Office of His Majesty's Chargé a’ Affairesls 
at Peking". Treaty Department concur in this | 
view. As there may be considerations of which 
we, at this end are unaware, we are only too 
willing to be guided by you in this mstter and 


Should leave to your discretion the question of 


whether it is desirable or otherwise to switch over™ 


) a to the use of this new address. 
RECEIVED is 


DIVISION, 
27 |i AR 195 
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a7) ‘We. 22831216 325m 11/50 GS. St. 


POREIGN OFFICE, 8.W.1. 


Your letter U=-N 90910/2/51 of 
26th January, 1951 about the address of 
official letters, We agree that "British 
Enbassy Compound” is undesirable, and in 
fact do not much like any of a mumber of 
alternatives we have considered, Probably 
the least objectionable would be "Office of 
His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires at Peking". 
Treaty Department concur in this view. 
there may be considerations of which we, at - 
this end are unaware, we are on too will 
to be guided by you in this matter and 
leave to your discretion the question of | 
whether it is desirable or otherwise to swi 
over to the use of this new address. 


C.T. Crowe, Esq,, 
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FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT 


FROM Sy . 


Pek. 
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No. 

Dated 3 39 /a/s) 
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Min fies, Nh. buku 
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Lay el 
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HIS Majesty's Ce aA, at eking 
presents his compliments toll. MePeSeSefork.A. 9 F.0., 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
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British. BMOASSY 9.........06c.000- 
Peking. 


Reference to previous c 
Peking telegram to Foreign Office No. 223 of 27th 


January, 1951 
Vy Ak Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


To Ministry of Foreign Property of HM. Govern- 
Affairs, No. 18 of 29th ment at Amoy. 


January, 1951. 


Oe 18. 
93009/3/51) 


I am writing to bring to your 
state of effairs which has developed in 


property of Eig Majesty*s Government at 


inte that thie situation is 


ané I should be 
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D WHITEHALL DISTRIE 


Sir J.Hutchison D. 2.15 pem. 6th March, 1951. 


No.462 | : 
6th March, 1951. R. 2.48 poem. 6th Merch, 1951. 


oP a 
My telegram No. 365. @ 1% qr(rb 
I have received the following reply dated March 3rd and 


signed by the Head of the West European and African Department | : 


of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


St OO latin, Ne GIO A a, 2 ae Pines « te 


da 
2 


neeias } i “@ 19, 3h. } 
Dear Sir John, PRT SY — 


With reference to your letter No.& (10452/1,/51) addressed fl 
to me on January 11th, 1951, and your letter No.31 (10452/11// ‘4 


51) addressed to Vice-Minister Chang Han-fu of the Ministry 


of Foreign Affairs on February 9th, I am instructed to reply q 


as follows. 


The account of the criminal acts committed by George Fox~ 


Holmes, a British subject residing in Sinkiang, China, as =| 
reported in the news despatches by New China News Agency of | 
the People’s Republic of China on January 13th and later =| 
published in the People’s Daily on January 1th, is a correct 
statement of facts. The fact that George Fox-Holmes had | 


conducted espionage activities and had again and again 


violated the laws of the People's Republic of China has been 
corroborated by many evidences. It may be recalled that, 
although the People's Government of Sinkiang had repeatedly | 
given George Fox-Holmes warnings, and hé himself had, in a 
signed statement, made admissions of his offences, yet after 
the event, in spite of the warnings, which he ignored, and 
the guarantees, which he did not a not abide by, he persisted 
recklessly in his old course of carrying on sabotage 
activities against New Ct It is fully justified that 
such a foreign resident who had thus repeatedly engaged in 
sabotage activities against New China be deported from this 
country, The Central People's Government of the People's 
Republic of China therefore considers as unacceptable the 
ter hgh ay to 
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2. The property of the British Government in Tihwa, as fer as 1 
I know, has not been taken over by local authorities but is ( 
being well taken care of, 


3. Since we do not have the actual particulars of the 
baggage and personal property of Mr. ~Holmes and his 
staff we must necessarily await a detailed list of their 

tual contents to be communicated by you. When this list 
has been verified on investigation by the Central People’ 
Government of the People’s Republic ef China, the belongings 
in question will immediately be trans»norted to Peking for 
delivery. 


[Ends]. 
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@ OUTWARD SAVING TELEGRAM FROM 


COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 


(BY AIR MAIL) 
Q. 


FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT 


F. 2180/10, 


U.Ke HIGH COMMISSIONER: CANADA 

UeKe HIGH COMMISSIONER AUSTRALIA 
UeKe HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEALAND 
UeK. HIGH COMMISSION SOUTH AFRICA 
UeKe HIGH COMMISSIONUR IN INDIA 

U.eKe HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN 
UeKe HIGH COMMISSIONER IN ClYLON 


(DATED 8th March, 1951) 


Noo Ye/3e SAVING CONFIDENTIAL WC 


“. 


My telegram YeNoe543 Savins of 2lst Februarye 


BHXPULSION FROM CHINA OF UNITED KINGDOM 
CONSUL=-GENERAL AT TIRWA 


United Kingdom Charge d'Affaires in Peking has now 
received a reply from Chinese Ministry of Foreign “Affairs to 
Sir JeHutchinson's note of 9th Februarye This states that 
the New China News Agency report gave a correct yersion of 
the facts, and rejects United Kingd om Government's view that 
treatment accorded to MreFox Holmes by Chinese authorities was 
discourte 20us and antnd oot ise | ) 


Oe We are considering our attitude to Chinese replye 


Ae Above may be communicated to Commonwealth authoritiese 


Copy tot=. Dell. 
« Re Oc MreReltoss 


@ 
orel Office China D 
HOF Afbaussador for U.Ke: in Dublin pe o(U 


2 OUTWARD SAVING TELEGRAM FROM bp 
COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE ‘e 


(BY AIR MAIL) 


tie de ae 


FAR EASTERN DEPT, 
F,. 21:50 O 


TO: U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CANADA 
U.K. HIGH COMM:SSIONER IN AUSTRALIA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEALAND 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN SOUTH AFRICA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CEYLON 


(Dated 1th March, 1951.) 


Y.No.82 SAVING CONFIDENTIAL 


My YeNoe/3 Saving of 8th March. 
(New Delhi only. Your No.401 of tOth March). 


EXPULSION FROM CHINA OF UNITED KINGDOM 
CONSUL-GENERAL AT TIHWA 


Following is text of Chinese. Government's reply dated 
3rd March and signed by Head of West EKuropean and African Department 
of Chinese Foreign Affairs Ministry. Begins. . 


Dear Sir John, 


With reference to your letter Noe4(10452/4/51) addressed 
to me on January 1ith, 1951, and your letter No. 31(10452/11/51) 
addressed to Vice-Minister Chang Han-fu of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on February 9th, I am instructed to reply as follows. 


The account of the criminal acts committed by George 2 
Fox-Holmes, a British subject residing in Sinkiang, China, as reported ¥% 
in the news despatches by New China News Agency of the ‘People’s 
Republic of China' on January 13th and later published in the 
'People's Daily on January 14th, is a correct statement of fact. 

The fact that George Fox-Holmes had conducted espionage activities 

and had again and again violated the laws of the People's Republic 

of China has been corroborated by many evidences. It may be recalled 
that, although the People's Government of Sinkiang had repeatedly 
given George Fox-Holmes warnings, and he himself had, in a signed 
statement, made admissions of his offences, yet after the. event, 

in spite of the warnings, which he ignored, and the puaranteeS, 

which he did not abide by, he persisted recklessly in his old 

course of carrying on-sabotage activities aganist New China. It 

is fully justified that such a foreign resident who had thus repeatedly 
engaged in sabotage activities against New China be d eported 
from this country. The Central People's Government of the People's 
Republic of China therefore considers as.unacceptable the te beige 
made by you in your letter Noe 31(10452/11/51) to the effect tha e ‘ga ; 
British Government “considers the treatment accorded to Mr. vos olme 
by the Chinese authorities was both discourteous and unfriendly ° 


26 The property of the British Government in Boyes far 
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Oe 


as I know, has not been taken over by local authorities but is being 
well taken care of. 


($) Since we do not have the actual particulars of the baggage 
and personal property of Mr. Fox-Holmes and his staff we must 
necessarily await’ a detailed list of their actual contents to be 
communicated b¥ you. When this list has been verified on 
investigation by the Central People ' S Government of the People's 
Republic of Chinas the belongings in question will immediately 
be transported to Peking for delivery. Ends. 

Ce This matter was raised in House at. question time on 
12th Marche Minister of State made following statement- Beginse 


On 3rd March the Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
in a reply to His Majesty's Charge d'Affaires, referred to 
His Majesty's Consul-General as a “British subject residing in 
Sinkiang", clearly implying that they did not accept him in his 
official capacity. They went on to refer to “espionage™ and 
"sabotage" activities which fully justified their action in 
expelling hime The Chinese reply is most unsatisfactory and 
the question of further representations is under consideration. Ends. 


Above may be communicated to Commonwealth authoritiese 


CrR.0.. | Mrs Re Ross 
Forefen Office (C.L.D.) Ghina Dept. (4) 


“HM. Ambassador for the United Kingdom in Dublin 


€ 
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as I know, has not been taken over by local authorities but is being 
well taken care of. 


($) Since we do not have the actual particulars of the baggage 
and personal property of Mr. Fox-Holmes and his staff we must 
necessarily await’ a detailed list of their actual contents to be 
communicated by you. When this list has been verified on 
investigation by the Central People's Government of the People's 
Republic of Chinas the belongings in question will immediately 
be transported to Peking for delivery. Endse 
Ce This matter was raised in House at.question time on 
t2th Marche Minister of State made following statement- Beginse 


On 3rd March the Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
in a reply to His Majesty's Charge d'‘Affaires, referred to ~ 
His Majesty's Consul-General as a “British subject residing in 
Sinkiang", clearly implying that they did not accept him in his 
official capacity. They went on to refer to “espionage” and 
"Sabotage" activities which fully justified their action in 
expelling hime The Chinese reply is most unsatisfactory and 
the question of further representations is under consideration. SEndse 


56 Above may be communicated to Commonwealth authoritiese 
Copy to:— Dil 


CrR.0.. Mrs Re Ross 
Foret@n Office (C.L.D.) Ghina Dept. (4) 


HLM. Ambassador for the United Kingdom in Dublin 
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OUTWARD SAVING TELEGRAM FROM , W 
= COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 


(BY AIR ‘ag 


iF abe 
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FAR BASTERN DEPT. 


TO: UeKe HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CANADA 
U.e-Ke HIGH COMMISSIONER IN AUSTRALIA 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEALAND 
U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN SOUTH AFRICA 
UeKe HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA 
UeKe HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN 
UeKe HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CHYLON 


20th March, 1951) 


Ye Nos 88 SAVING CONFIDENTIAL 
My Ye Noe 82 Saving of 14th Marche 


EXPULSION FROM CHINA OF UNITED KINGDOM C ONSUL~GENERAL 
“AT TIHWA 


Following may be communicated to Commonwealth Governments. 


Beginse 


The United Kingdom Government considers Chinese reply most 
unsatisfactory. The references in it to sabotage activities, 
repeated warnings, admissions and guarantees by Mre Fox=Holmes 
(with whom the Foreign Office have been in touch) are completely 
falsee ; 

20 While no useful purpose would -be served by a detailed 
refutation of the charges, failure to record our dissatisfaction 

at the reply would be misunderstood here and posaibly misinterpreted 
by the Chinese as weakneSsSe- a 


4e Accordingly the United Kingdom Charge d' Affaires in Peking 
has been instructed to deliver a further note to the Chinese : 
Vice Minister for Foreign Affairse Ends e 


“My immediately following pay ene telegram contains text 
of this notee ; 


Copy to:- Dedtle 3 : 
CoRe Oe | Mrs Re Ross 
Foreign Office Sp ea (4) 


HeMe Ambassador for the UeK. in Dublin | 
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FAR EASTERN DEPT. 


TOs 


Ye NO NOe 


UeKe 
U.K. 
U.K. 
UekKe 
UK. 
U.K. 
U.Ke 


HIGH 
HIGH 
HIGH 
HIGH 
HIGH 


HIGH. 


HIGH 


(DATBD 20th March, 


COMMISSIONER 
COMMISS IONE 

COMMISSICNER 
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COMMISSIONER 
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« 89 SAVING CONFIDENT FAL 


(BY AIR MAIL) 


CANADA 


1 AUSTRALIA 
i NEW 


ZHA LAND 
SCUTH AFRICA 
INDIA 


| PAKISTAN 


CEYLON 


1951) 


My immediately preceding Saving telegram, paragraph 36 


HAPULSION FROM CHINA 


OF UNIT#D KINGDOM C ONS UL-GENSRAL 


AT TIHWA 


Following is text of note which may be communicated | 


in confidence to Commonwealth Governments. 


With reference to Sir Je 


BeginSe 


Hutehison's communications of 


9th February and 19th February and to your Ministry's reply 
of 3rd March on the subject of the expulsion of Mr. Fox=-Holmes, 


His Majesty's Consul-General at Tihwa, 


I have been instructed by 


His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 

to state that His Majesty's Government are unable to accept as 

in any way adequate or corresponding to the facts the explanation 
given in the Ministry's reply referred to abovee 


Qe I am grateful for the assurance concerning the protection 
of His Majesty's Government's property at Tihwa and the transport 
to Peking of the baggage and personal property belonging to 

Mr. Fox-Holmes, and his staff, about which I shall be addressing 
you separatelye 


EndSe 


Copy to:= Deli. 


Mfe Re ROSS 
China Depte (h,) 
CeoLeDe 

in Dubline 


Cee Ge 
Foreign Office 


HeM. 


Ambassador for UeKe 
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CHINA 1 


No. . 
Dated dy 6S ; 
&: §. 


ae 


Received in 
Registry— 


REFERENCES 


F 1343] 30. 


(How disposed of) 


MINUTES 


bh 
Fe wa 2 


hw. 
wAn~—— 


of 


“5 


ES tf j : henge rf #) re , 


ra 
inc pide Sil cing i lalla hos hh rei aaa a 


Sir J. Hutchison, 
No.463,_ D. 2.53 Dele 6th March,1951. 
6th March, 1951. R. 3.46 pom. 6th wiptrhamacstat 
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CONFIDENTIAL, (FAP 7 C1894 /3/ | 


My immediately preceding telenien, 


wr 


off pe ge + 


Although reply does not refer to second protest 
I think it must have been considered sinee it was 
delivered nearly two weeks before reply. All things 
considered, the tone of the reply is milder than might 
seem expected. We may of course receive something 
further in reply te second note, 


2. I assume you will net wish me te take any 
further action other than te give parabens ef Foreign 
Affairs details of Mr. Fox~Holmes', i property and of 


any Government property we may wish to bring from 
Consulate-General. The library would be a 
valuable addition to Embassy, 


3, I shall be glad to receive these details 
in due course. | 


666666 


No. < Q. 


Dated 
Received in 
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n of Certain Cone alates 
n China 


/ 
It was recently decided As a result of 
meetings with the Departments rege vi together with 
Mr. Lamb, and after consultation with Peking, that 
certain of H.M. Consulates in @hina should be closed 
down during 1951. H.M. Chargé d'Affaires has now 
issued instructions to H.M. Sonsuls regarding this in 
FLAGS A & B Peking telegrams Nos. 408 gnd O09 of the 28th February. 


2. The fact that we intend closing these posts 
will therefore soon become generally known and may lead 
to exaggerated rumours. From the political angle, China 
and Korea Department consider that it would be advisable 
to issue a@ press release on the subject after obtaining 
Peking's comments and after advance intimation of the 
release is given to Commonwealth Governments and those 
other governments for whose nationals we are responsible. 
The United States and Commonwealth Governments are 
already aware of the general decisions taken to close 
down the consulates in question. 


3. A draft telegram to Peking is attached, which 
has been cleared with Personnel Department. 


Vive Vhateved 


(J. S. H. Shattock) 
5th March, 1951. 
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Draft. telegram to 
PEKING Security ae Berar Co eet oe’ 
¥ —if any 
Addressed to wf 


Telegram. fo tSiin 4A4/ (date)..... 1m Mik . 
hel... caaryonwExioaaeey  VASHINGTON, SINGAPORE 


HONG KONG WE TOKYO 


(Date) Ws 


Repeat to -— 
SAVING : posts) fof March 8th: Closure of certain 


Phgsrscron Ob ts Consular posts in China/ 
SINGAPORE a | 
ao » - It has now been decided not to issue # 
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Year’ Pakabnin’ io, 472 (not repeated to other 


es ers press release, Instead éhe announcement 
will be made in answer to a Parliamentary 
Question im—the-House on Wednesday, 21st 
March, 


che 
2, ‘Bae Following is # text’ Of the-Periienen- 


givVei~ 


"QUESTION: 
Cypher. To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 


ffairs whether<he can make a statement, 
view of the many difficulties experienced 


oy om A bedec 


on the future of British Consulates in China. q 


hake suk? Sir Jf he 


ANSWER : 

Yes Sir. H.M.G. have decided to make 
arrangements for the closure probably by 
May of this year of the following Consular 
posts: in China:- 2 


This decision was taken in view of the 
reduced number of British subjects and 
interests in the Consular Districts 
concerned, In addition there have. been 


serious administrative difficulties in 


maintaining and staffing these posts. The grotection of these 
interests in the districts concerned will transferred to 
There is no intention of closing ther posts. 


Consular posts in districts where there 


are substantial British interests," 


fn 


3. You are authorised at your discretion to 
inform the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of our 
intention to close these posts, 


4. Please also inform colleagues of friendly 


MARGIN 


Governments, particularly those whose interests 
Qu be i'n 
wens “necisetnl in e districts concerned, 
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D. 6.35 p-m. 19th March, 1951. 


0 Peking teiegram NO.44/ Of 19th March, . 
Reseated for information Soviae to Washington No.108, 
Singapore No.195. 
Hong Kang 
Tokyo No,109, 


Your telegram No.472 (not repeated to other posts) [of 
March 8th: Closure of certain Consular posts in China], . 


It has now been decided not to issue press release. Instead 
the announcement will be made in answer to a Parliamentary 
Question on Wednesday, 21st March. 


2. Following is its text:- 


“QUEgTLON 


To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
in view of the many difficulties experienced he can make a 
statement on the future of British Consulates in China, 


ASME: 


Yes Sir, His Majesty's Government have decided to make 
arrangements for the closure probably by May of this year of 
the following Consular posts in Ghina:- — 


3) ‘9? * 
5 ¥ 
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There ig no intention of closing Consular posts in dist; 
where there are substantial British interests". 


- You are authorised at your diseretion to | 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of our intention to eli 
posts. . 


Taare 


4. Please also inform colleagues of friendly Governments, 
perpicularl those whose interests are being protected in the 
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According to the B.B.C. Monitoring report 
attached, the New China Nevs Agency on 6th March 
announced that Sir J. Hutchison left Peking on 5th 
March and that Mr.- Lamb arrived there on 6th March. 

We have not yet had official confirmation fr@m Peking. 


2. Personnel Department have been informed. 
Be It will be seen that the Chinese continue 


to refer to H.M. Chargé d'Affaires as the "negotiating 
representative of the British Government". 
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(AAS. a Mh 
7th March, 1951 


BO4= BRITISH GOVERNMENT NEGOTIATOR REACHES PEKING = 
C NEW CHIN A NEWS ATENCY, PEKING, 1836)= PEKING 6TH MARCH: MR. 
J.C. HUTCHISON, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO 
ONDUCT TALKS RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH THE CENTRAL PEOPLES GOVBRNMENT OF THE PEOPLES 


REPUBLIC OF CHINA, HAS BEEN ORDERED BACK TO BRITAIN AND 


LEFT PEKING YESTERDAY. THE NEW NEGOTIATION REPRESENTATIVE OF 


THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, MR. LIONEL HENRY LAMB, ARRIVED IN 
PEKING THIS EVENING. HE WAS MET AT THE STATION BY HAN SHU, 
SECTION CHIEF OF THE PROTOCOL OFFICE OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. 


END BBC. MON. 1857 6 3 SMV 
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EXPULSLON OF MR, FOX HOLMES 


Peking telegram No. 307 gives the text of 
Sir John Hutchison's protest which was made on 
February the 9th. The terms of the protest are not 
very forceful. 


Ze The instructions sent to Sir John Hutchison 

are given in Foreign Office telegram No. 256. They are 

to the effect that we considered a strong protest 
essential since the behaviour of the Chinese authorities 
in this case had been disgraceful. The terms of the 
protest were left to Sir John Hutchison's déscretion. 

We however said that the Chinese should be left under no 
misapprehension as to the extremely unfavourable impression 
-that, their behaviour had created. In addition he was 
“téld that Mr. Fox Holmes’ report would be released, 


3. ‘In answer to Mr. MacLean's P.Q. on February 8th, 
asking for the terms of the protest made to the Chinese, 
Mr. E. Davies said that he was "awaiting a report on 

the action taken". In Supplementaries the assurance was 
given that we were "insisting that very strong protest 
should be made", 


uy. Mr. MacLean has another P.Q. down for February 2lst 
asking what reply has been received from the Chinese to 
our protest. There will almost certainly have been no 
reply and we may well be asked again to state the terms 
of the protest made. 


De It is to be considered whether the protest in fact 
made can be regarded as adequate and sufficiently firm 

in tone. Perhaps the Parliamentary Under Secreta 8 
Office can advise on this. If this protest is considered 
too weak and likely to lead to criticism in the House on 
this score, then our best course might be to instruct 

Sir John Hutchison to return to the charge if no reply 
has been received from the Chinese prior to February 16th. 
In such a second approach he might enclose the text of 
Mr. Fox Holmes’ report and also refer to the absence of 
an acknowledgement to his earlier communication and go on 
to draw the attention of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to the unfavourable impression which the ill-treatment 


/to which 


to which Mr. Fox Holmes was subjected has created 

in this country. He might conclude by expressing 

the hope that the Chinese Government might make an 
early investigation and take the necessary disciplinary 
action against those responsible, 


6. Before drafting in this sense we should welcome 
the views of the Parliamentary Under—Secretartgés 
Office, | 


rie 


(A.A.E. Franklin) 
13th February 1951. 


The question at issue is whether Mr. Ernest Davies feels 
that the relatively mild nature of the protest made by Sir John 
Hutchison will give him embarrassment in the House when 
Mr. Fitzroy Maclean returns to the charge with his P.Q. on February 
21st. Clearly the better alternative is that suggested by 
Mr. Lloyd in Paragraph 3 of his preceding minute. 


2. But that may not calm Mr. Fitzpoy Maclean. If, therefore, 
Mr. Davies judges parliamentary feelings, pretty hard @n this question, 
it might be advisable for us to ask Sir J. Hutchison to send a 
supplementary note to the Central People's Government enclosing the 
text of Mr. Fox Holmes's report and at the same time asking for an 
early answer to the previous Note, provided one has not been received 
by that time. 


i China and Korea Department would be grateful for the views 
of the Parliamentary Under-Secretary's Office before oe further 
action on this matter. | 


— Kigm, Shstoee. 
hi. tage fy (J. 8. H. Shattock) 


¢ paral, 13th February, 1951. 
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Expulsion of Mr. Fox Holmes 


. Peking telegram No. 307 gives the text of 
Sir J. Hutchison's protest which was made on the 9th February. 
The terms of the protest are not very forceful. 


2 The instructions sent to Sir J. Hutchison are given 
in Foreign Office telegram No. 256 and were to the effect that 
we considered a strong protest essential since the behaviour 
of the Chinese authorities in this case had been disgraceful. 
The terms of the protest were left to Sir J. Hutchison's 
discretion. 


¥ In answer to Mr. Fitzroy Maclean's Parliamentary 
Question on February 8th asking for the terms of thé protest 
made to the Chinese, Mr. E. Davies said that he was "awaiting 
a report on the action taken". In Supplementarieés the assurance 
was given that we were "insisting that a very strong protest 
should be made." 


Ly. Mr. Maclean has another parliamentary question down 
for 2ist February asking what reply has been received from the 
Chinese to our protest. Peking telegram No. 4431 makes it 
clear that Sir J. Hutchison does not «expect a reply since 
"according to the Chinese, I am here merely to discuss the g 
establishment of diplomatic relations." We will almost certainly} | 
be asked again to state the terms of the protest made and it | 
would be difficult to decline to do so. 


ee The Parliamentary Under-Secretary 's Office, whom we 
have consulted, are of the opinion that Sir J. Hutchison's 
Note would be “very badly received in the House and would 
certainly not be considered an adequate protest.” They are 
aware that we have to take into account Sir J. Hutchison's 
special position in Peking and add that if a stiffer Note 
might result in seriously undermining the position of our 
Mission in Peking, they would be willing to “brave the storm 
in the House." Otherwise they feel that there is “everything 
to be said for instructing Sir J. Hutchison to return to the 
charge." Please see Mr. Mason's minute of the 14th February. 


6. A strong Note to the Chinese is unlikely to lead to 
their taking the initiative in breaking off relations. While 
it is just possible that it might serve as a pretext for such 
action, they are in fact most unlikely to do so unless a 
decision in this sense has already in any case been taken. 

The Chinese might retaliate by expelling some or possibly even 
all of our remaining Consuls in China, but here again they 

are unlikely to do so unless they had already taken a decision 
in this sense. On the other hand, the failure to make clear 
to the Chinese how extremely unfavourable an impression their 
bad treatment of His Majesty's Consul-General at Tihwa: has 
caused, might well encourage them to take similar action 
elsewhere and merely be interpreted as a sign of weakness. 


We should exercise patience and restraint, but where plain 
speaking is called for, not hesitate to do so - if only for 
the record. 


7/ 
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, Two draft telegrams to Peking are submitted. In 
addition it is also for consideration whether the Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary: would wish to write to Mr. Fitzroy Maclean 
explaining the peculiar status of His Majesty's Chargé 
d'affaires. He is perhaps unaware of the limitations on 
the functions of Sir J. Hutchison, and it might do some good 


to tell him. If this suggestion is accepted, we will draft 
a suitable letter. 


Voy Vhs eoed. 


(J. S. H. Shattock) 
16th February, 1951. 
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Parliamentary Question - 


received from the Chinese authorities to his protest against the ill-treatment and expulsion 


i % 48. Mr. Fitzroy Maclean—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, what reply he has 


of His Majesty’s Consul General at Tihwa. depaigoste 12th March.] 


ANSWERED 12 MAR 195% 
| REPLY ATTACHED. 


The Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
replied to His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires' 
communication of Yebruary 9th on March 3rd. 
text is contained in Peking rhidaetg bat Wo-W62. No 
reference was made to His Majesty's Chargé 
d'Affaires' second strong communication on 
February 19th. ‘the reply is unsatisfactory. 
| 


es The reply refers to His Majesty's Consul 
seneral as a "British subject residing in 
Sinkagne" and clearly implies that the Chinese 
did not accept him in his official consular ; 
capacity. It maintains that the various accounts™ 
of his "criminal acts",as published in the New [| 
China News Agency, were correct. It goes on 
to refer to eSpionage and sabotage activities 
which fully justify their action in deporting 
him. They rejected as unplausible that the 
treatment accorded to him had been both 
discourteous and unfriendly. 


by The Chinese also referred to repeated 4 
warnings, ta signed statement and to admissions @ 
by Mr. Fox-Holmes of his offénce:and to ; 
guarantees which he did not abide by. Mr. 
Holmes, with whom I spoke today, confirmed that 
he had never once been warned, that he had 
Signed no statements making any admissions of 
any kind, and that no guarantees had been givens 


4. The Chinese reply goes on to say that 

His Majesty's Government's property at Tihwa 
will be taken care of and that on receint of 
particulars of the baggage and personal 
property of Mr. Fox-Holmes and his staff,and 
after verification of these lists, they would 
arrange for these belongings to be transported 
to Peking. 


oe In Peking telegram No h64. Siy J. Hutchison ] 
assumes that we would not wish to take any | 
further action other than to give the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs details of Mr. Fox- 

Holmes property. While it is clear that 

further representations will achieve little 
result, it nevertheless would seem essential 

for us briefly to inform the Chinese that we 

do not consider their reply in any way 
satisfactory. Failure to do so might imply 

that we accept their version, and would also 

be liable to criticism here. For the immediate 
purpose of this reply the best course might be 
to make it clear that the Chinese reply is not 
considered satisfactory, and to go on to say 
that the auestion of further representations is 
under consideration. 
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CHINA (CONSUL-GENERAL, 
TIHWA) 


63. Mr. F. Maclean asked the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs what reply 
he has received from the Chinese autho- 
rities to his protest against the ill-treat- 
ment and expulsion of His Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Tihwa. 


Mr. Younger: On 3rd March the 
Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs, in a 
reply to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, 
referred to His Majesty’s Consul-General 
as a “British subject residing in Sin- 
kiang,” clearly implying that they did not 
accept him in his official capacity. They 
went on to refer to “espionage” and 
“sabotage ” activities which fully justi- 
fied their action in expelling him. The 
Chinese reply is most unsatisfactory and 
the question of further representations is 
under consideration. 


12 MAR 1951 


DRAFT REPLY TO On the 5rd March the Chinese Ministry for 
PARLIAMENTARY | : 
QUESTION Foreign Affairs in a reply to His Majesty's Chargeé 
No. 75? ad’Affaires referred to His Majesty's Consul-General 
(Mr. Fitzroy Maclean) as a "British subject residing in Sinkiang", clearly 
Monday, 12 March 19051, implying that they did not accept him in his 
official capacity. They went on to refer to 
“espionage” and “sabotage” activities which fully 


justified their action in expelling him. 


The Chinese reply Ae ROPER SARE ROLE and the 


question of further representations is under 


consideration. 


NOTE FOR SUPPLEMENTARIES 

Qe Will the Hon. Member give the terms of the 
Chinese reply? 

A. I Will consider that after a decision has been 


reached on the question of further representations. 


sf 


14th March, 1951. 
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: of State for Foreign Affairs what reply 


IN THIS 


he has received from the Chinese authorities 
to his protest against the ill-treatment 

and expulsion of His Majesty’ Ss Consul-General 
at Tihwa.: 
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FROM FORET OFFICE TO PEKING 


ee dD, 1.38 Dele lth March, 1951 
arch, 1951 


ed to Peking telegram No, 2.30 of Teoh re March 
Repea tor information Saving to Washington No, 1 00 
Singapore No, 173 
[Expulsion of His Majesty's Consul-General in Tihwa}. 


Following is text of Parliamentary oe and ‘answer 
on 12th March. 


[Begins]. 


Mr. MACLEAN asked the deovetery of State for Foreign 
Affairs what reply he has received from the Chinese authorities 
to his protest ageinst the ill-treatment end expulsion of — 
His Majesty's Consul-Generai at Tihwa, 


Mr, YOUNGER: On 3rd March the Chinese Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, in a reply to His Majesty's Chargé d'affaires, 
referred to His Majesty's Consul~General as a "British 
subject residing in Sinkiang" clearly implying that they 
did not accept him in his official ca apacity. They went on 
to refer to “espionage” and "sabotage" activities which 
fully justified their action expelling him. The Chinese 
reply 1s most unsatisfactory and the question of further 
representation is under consideration, 


[Inds]. 
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Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations | Office 


v 


CYPHER (PARAPHRASE UNNECESSARY ) 


FROM: U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA 
RPTD: PEKING (SAVING) 


D. New Delhi 13-40 ‘hours 10th March, 4951 
Re 09.30 hours " 4951 


Noe 401 CONFIDENTIA 


Addressed to Commonwealth Relations Office Noe 401, 
repeated Peking Saving Noe: Misce: 184. (Commonwealth 
Relations Office please pass). 


Your telegram Ye Noe 55 Saving. __— 4) 


EXPULSION OF FOX HOLMiS FROM 
CHIN 


Ministry of External Affairs have expressed 
interest in Chinese Government's reply to our notes of 
protest. We see from London Reuter report of March 8th 


that Chinese reply has in fact been received and is under 
studye 


Ce We should be grateful. to receive copy for 


communication to Government of India if no objection is 
S6ens 


Copy to:— D.II. 


CokeOc Mre Re ROSS 
Foreign Office China Dept. (4) 


Copy to Foreign Office for retransmission Saving to 
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On Februaty 9th and February 19th Sir J. Hutchison 
made representations to the Chinese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs over their disgraceful treatment of H.M. Consul- 
General at Tihwa. On March 3rd the head of the West 
European and African Department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs replied to Sir J. Hutchison's communication of 
February 9th. 


This reply referred to H.M. Consul-General as a 
"British subject residing in Sinkiang” thus clearly 
implying that the Chinese did not accept him in his official 
consular capacity. It maintained that the various accounts 
of his “criminal acts™ as published in the New China News 
Agency were correct. It went on to speak of his espionage 
and sabotage activities which fully justified their action 
in deporting him. Mr. Fox-Holmes has confirmed that the 
Chinese statements regardirg repeated warnings, admissions 
and guarantees made by him, were totally false. 


In reply to a question in the House on March 12th 

the Minister of State referred to the Chinese reply as 

"most unsatisfactory" and said the question of further 
representations was under consideration. In Peking telegram 
Noy 463 Sir J. Hutchison assumed that we would not wish to 

e any further action other than to give the Ministry of 

oreign Affairs details of Mr. Fox-Holmes’ property. While 
no useful purpose would be served by detailed refutation of 
the malicious charges made,it does seem essential to go on 
record to make it unmistakably clear to the Chinese that 
their reply is regarded as quite unacceptable. Failure to 
do so would be misunderstood here and we are almost certain 
to have further questions in the House on the matter since 
it might be interpreted as implying that we accepted the | 
Chinese version. It might also be interpreted as weakness 
by the Chinese and encourage them to fresh excesses. 
Admittedly there is the risk that they may victimise other 
Consular Officers but if we fail to speak plainly in this 
case they are even more likely to do So. Two draft 
telegrams to Peking are submitted, the second giving the 


terms of a reply to the Chinese. 
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to record our dissatisfaction at the reply 
Distribution :— would be misunderstood here and possibly 

F, D. & WHITEHALL | misinterpreted by the Chinese as weakness, 

Je My immediately following telegram gives [B) | 
the terms of a further communication you should 
now nake to the Vice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. oe 


Mi Please report action taken. 
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My tele No, 430 [of 1th March: 
Majesty's Consul General at Tihwa], 
You will see from my tele; under reference that I consider 
nese reply in your telegram No, 462 [of 6th March] as 
most unsatisfactory, The references to sabotage. activities, 
admissions and guarantees by Mr. | ox-Holmes 
¢ would be served by detailed . 
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Addressed to | PEKING . 


telegram Now. (date) AO-3-81. 
VING)..WASHINGTON Aud, 
SINGAPORE 


{Expulsion of H.M. Consub General at Tihwa]. 
My immediately preceding telegran tA 
Following is text of nate; 

BEGINS: 

With reference to SirJd. Hutchigon's 
communications of 9th February and 19th 
February and to your Ministry's reply of 
3rd March on the subject of the expulsion of 
Mr. Fox-Holmes, H.M. Consul General at Tihwa, 
I have been instructed by H.M. Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to 
state that H.M. Government are unable to 
accept as in any way adequate or corresponding 
to the facts the explanation given in the 
Ministry's reply referred to above, 
ae I am grateful for the assurance eonceintiie 
the protection of H.M. Government's property 
at Tihwa and the transport to Peking of the 
baggage and personal property belonging to 


Mr.. Fox-Holmes and his steff, about which I 
shall be addressing you separately. ENDS. 


Cypher/ OTP 
and by idential Bag 
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Singapore No. 186 


Expulsion of His Majesty's Consul-General at Tihwa]. 


My immediately preceding telegran. 
Following is text of note; 
BEGINS: 


With reference te Sir J. Hutchison's commmications of 9th 
February and 19th February and te your Ministry's reply of 3rd 
March on the subject of the expulsion of Mr. Fox-Holmes, His 
Majesty's Consul t 
Majesty's Principal Secre 
state that His Majesty's Government are 
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given in the Ministry’ 


t 


a ir, : ‘ " 
Be ae tt 3 ee We 


No fC 1843/ 3) 


RAKX 
axaasx | R.H.S. ROUDENR-HETH-pRreRTTY 


XXX a 
Be cence Pope * sn / o M. 


Open. 


Draft. 


| AEO26.S580,—+-0—PRKENG 
PEKING : 


MARGIN. 


Telegram. 
Your telegram No. 558 /of March 
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5 
‘ 


— En Clair: 


Tudex 
peers 
“—<Pestribution . wt 


x ee lity 2 - ra Pie ig % re Ki ote ee ee Sa a ‘ LP a . - 
Poe R aie ee Se ae sek eee > or eae ee oe? goed <> es : i. 
Pipe iis emia, ba te eee ee ee Re os ee, SOE ES OS . ; , 


aR ee ee ar . ee ee eee 
F ee ge is Tyee Repose ae ss O Pig. PhS 
2 uF Sant = Le ist Shiu. ee as be ape i” 
o . “ee es ae ON RES SC 2 ne 
4 Sef *, aes zs 


NOTHING TO 


Departmentgl 


China & Korea Dept 
Consular Dept. 
Personnel Dept. 


Copies to :— 


A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


Wt.14696/147 100,000 6/47 


(33654) 


a ae eet. | c 7) PRE TRE 


— = Se , . . res ~ 2 Se ea 


April 3ra, 1951. D. 4e27spom. April 3rd, 1951. 
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Your telegram No. 558 {of March 21st: Expulsion of Mr. 
Fox Holmes}. 


Following from Sir. William Strang. 


2. When inventories of property are ready we shall send you 
fresh instructions. 


Tel. No. itehall 8440 
| 730 


| me ROOMXWX \ 
Our refi 4 /2/1155/516 Viens | FOREIGN OFFICE, 
Your ref: tar 3 S.W. | 


Ke Re Oakeshott, ESae, 
Foreion Office, 

6 Carlton House Terrace, 
LONDON . o W o + 


Dear Oakeshott, 


.. Attached is a copy of a claim submitted by our 
lire CO. R. W. Langdon for loss of personal effects at 
Tihwae A further copy has been sent to Miss Petrie 


of E. & O. Department. 


You. will doubtless be aware of the circumstances 
of this case, which are on all fours with that of 
Fox-Holmes, but should you need any further details 
will you please let me know. 


As Langdon will be taking up another appointment 
abroad shortly I shall be glad if you will let me know 
as soon as nossible to what extent he may expect to be 
compensated. 


Yours sincerely; 


ffects in China 


On December 23rd, 1950 after’ several visits from 
representatives of the Chinese People's Government, the 
Consulate in Tihwa was seized by a large detachment of police. 


The Consul+General was informed that he, his wife and 
family, and staff were to be expelled from China, 


s 


We were allowed ten minutes in which to pack a small 
bag with necessities. The total weight of cur baggage was 
to be 15 kilos each for the four adults in our party with no 
allowance for the five children of the Consul-General, After 
packing a few articles of personal clothing our. living quarters 
were sealed by the police and further access to them was not 
allowed. Whilst waiting under guard for passage by air to 
Peking we were instructed to take a certain amount of bedding 
in addition to our personal clothing already allowed, However 
on arrival at Tihwa airport on December 29th, our. total | 
baggage, including bedding was weighed, and declared to be in 
excess of our allowance whereupon some part of it was 
removed and taken away by the Communist Police, 


After being kept under police guard we finally left 
Tientsin by sea on 5th January, 1951 and arrived in Hongkong 
on January 12th, 1951.6 


A complete list of my personal effects left in Tihwa 
has already been forwarded, None of these effects were 
covered by any insurance against loss, 

As I have already been forced to expend e considerable 
sum on the replacement of neceasary clothing, I should be 
grateful if early cons ideration covld be given to my claim 
for compensati ons 
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PRIORITY 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.472 of 8th March 
Repeated for information to Washington Saving 


Your telegram No,.402,— X > \Y A 0/5 / 


If would clearly be a wise precaution to inform the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Peking of our intention 
to’elose these posts at least a day or two before publication 
of the press release. | 


In so informing them we could request their | 
cooperation in effecting amicable settlements with staff | 
and in protecting property. If you agree, I would be grateful 
to have adequate advance notice of the release. As regardg 
the text I would submit the following comments on points 
of comparatively minor details (a) in the first sentence 
substitute "make arrangements for closure of" for "close" 
(>) omit “in China" at the end of the third sentence (c) 
I would prefer to replace specific description of redistribution 
of Consular responsibilities in the penultimate sentence by a 
more general statement that charge of these districts will be 
transferred to other posts. This comment applies of course 
only to press release and not (repeat not) to official 
commmnications to the Govérnment and commmnities concerned 
or to China Association etc. However I do not (repeat not) 


‘¢ attach undue importance to this point (d) final sentence might 
\ Wo be conveniently omitted, 


—— Office please pass to Washington as my mving telegram 


4 No,60 
[Repeated as requested]. 


HIS Majesty's OC. d'As at Peking 
presents his compliments tole MPSS. for FeAsy FeQey 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


Peking. 
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Reference to previous correspon 


Peking letter to Min 
of 29th Jane Copied t FeO. as No. 39. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


To Ministry of rhode, Fr Further repo 
51 


Affairs No. 93009 Smitherman he exten- 


of 3rd March,.1951. — | sive damage om the property| 


of His Majesty's Govern- 4 
ment. 


(No. 


1 Hsing Kuo Lu, 
Peking, 
3009/3/51). 3rd March, 1951. 


Dear Mr. Huan, 


With reference to my letter No. 18 (93009/3/51) of the 
29th January I write to inform you that I have received a 
further report from Mr. Smitherman. In his letter he states: 


"The Defences are no longer earthworks alone but include 
deep roofed bunkers built of stone, cement and brick, most of 
the materials for which have come from the gardens. The lawn 
of the Vice=Consul's house is now included in the works, | 
movements within the compound are nestricted". He adds that sen= 


tries are actually placed on the property. 


I shall be glad if the Ministry of Foreign Affairs would 
take steps to ensure that Mr. Smitherman's position is made clear 


to all military personnel employed on these duties and that he 
is put to as little inconvenience as possible, 


I mist also repeat the request made in my letter under 
reference for an assurance that compensation will be paid by 
the Chinese government for the extensive damage which appears 
to have been caused to the property of His Majesty's Government. 


cs 


(J.C. Hut 


Mr. Huan Hsiang, 


Head of West European and African Department 
stry of Foreign Affairs, 
Peking.e 
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Parliamentary Question 


Mr. A. J. Irvine,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether, in yiew of the 
many difficulties experienced, he will make a statement on the future of British Consulates 


in China. fase 
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| Axswereo 21 MAR 1951 
LY ATTACHED. 
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aie. _————— a 


CHINA (CONSULAR POSTS) 


Mr. Irvine asked the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs whether, in view of 
the many difficulties experienced, he will 
make a statement on the future of British 
Consulates in China. 


Mr. H. Morrison: Yes. His Majesty’s 
Government have decided to make 
arrangements for the closure probably by 
May of this year of the following consular 
posts in China: Chungking, Kunming, 
Hankow, Nanking, Tsingtao, and Amoy. 
This decision was taken in view of the’ 
reduced number of British subjects and 
interests in the consular districts con- 
cerned, In addition there have been 
serious administration difficulties in main- 
taining and staffing these posts. The 
protection of our interests in the districts. 
concerned will be transferred to other. 
posts. There is no intention of closing 
consular posts in districts where ther> are 

substantial British interests. 
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separately informing Commonwealth governments. 


The telegram is repeated to Peking so that 
20th March, 1951. 
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Manila, Cairo and Paris asking our represent- 


Site 


they are accredited of the position regarding 
the action we have taken at this end 


atives to inform the governments to which 
the closure of certain of our consular posts 


in China is submitted. 


His Majesty’ 
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Minutes. 
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Please see the attached copy of 
Foreign Office telegram No. 10/7/ to Washing- 
ton and other posts about the closure of 
certain consular posts in China. It will 
be seen from FC 1933/1 and FC 1933/2 attached 
that we are looking after certain furniture 
at Nanking on behalf of the Turkish Govern- 
ment. I think that we should inform the 
Turkish Government of the proposed closure 
of Nanking, pointing out that there will in 
future be no consul at Nanking and that the 
post there will be administraved from 
Shanghai. 


I think the best procedure would be 
for Southern Department, if they have no 
objection, to speak to the Turkish Embassy 
Ndwe accordingly. The original request to 
store this furniture was received from the 
Turkish Embassy here. 


LA Ca hoafed> 


(K.R. Oakeshott) 
27th March, 1951. 
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* "His Majesty's Government have decided 
to make arrangements for the closure probably 


by May of this year of the following Consular 
posts in China:- 


Chungking 
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Hankow 


Nanking 
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Tsingtao, and 


Amoy. 
This decision was taken in view of the reduced 
number of British subjects and interests in the 
Consular Districts concerned. In addition 
there have been serious administrative difficultie 
in mainteingng and staffing these Posts. The 
protection of our interests in the districts 


concerned will be transferred to other ‘posts. 
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WASHINGTON 


20th Mareh, 1951. D.9.30 p.m. 20th March, 1951. 


TAL 


iddres -o Washington telegram No.10/7 of 20th March and te 
Manila 10.55, Cairo No.263 and Saving to Paris No,862. 
Repeated for information to Peking 


My telegram No.1.7 to Peking (not repeated to other posts) 
[of March 19th], Closure of certain consular posts in China. 


Following text of written reply to question in the House 
tomorrow, 


[Begins]. 

His Majesty's Government have decided to make arrangements 
for the clostire probably by May of this year of the foll@wing 
Consular posts in China:~- 


Chungking 
Kunming 


Tsingtao and 


° 


This decision was taken in view of the reduced number of British 
subjects and interests in the Consular Districts conce 
addition there have been serious administrative difficulties in 
maintaining and staffing these posts. The protection . our 
interests in the districts concerned will be transferred to other 
posts. There is no intention of closing Consular pes ts in 
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In connection with the proposed closing 
of Consular posts in the interior of China, Il 
give below a list of commitments which we 
have undertaken on behalf of foreign govern- 
ments at any of the posts in question. a 
have excluded our general commitments on 
behalf of the United States Government and 
the Commonwealth Governments 


(a) 17 Portuguese Nationals at Hankow. 
(b>) 3 Danish Nationals at Amoy, 


(c) The following foreign nationals at 
TsingTao: 


12 French 

7 Swiss 

2 Norwegians 
5 Netherlands 
9 Greeks. 


Note: The above figares were provided 
“by Peking in November, 1950, and are 
7 subject to confirmation, 
sae ad) We have taken charge of Philippine 
Fc 35a property at Nanking, : 


FC, 1934/1 e) We have taken charge of Egyptian 
property at Nanking. 
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Sent 29th March, 1951. #7.00 hrs. 


Ho, 427. 


Your telegram Nos 3214, WV w Awdor 


Foreign Office would be grateful to 
learn when Hutchison may be expected in UK. 
and on what ship.» | 
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12.46 pem 6th April, 1951. 
Re 2.11 Pe Me 6th April, 951. 


5th April, 1951. 


His Majesty's Consul General Tsingtao’s Chinese accountant was 
arrested at 2 a.m. on April 2nd. Reasons unknown and His 
Majesty's Consul General can obtain no satisfaction or information 
from local Foreign Affairs Bureau or police. 


China and Korea Department 
Personnel Department 
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REFERENCES MINUTES 


| 1 ‘ | It is impossible to say what this means. The 
accountant will, of course, be well informed about our 
official accounts and it is quite possible that the 
authorities may be trying to extort a confession from 
him in order to implicate His Majesty's Consul-General 
in charges of black market activity. 


KR. 


(K.R. Oakeshott) 
Oth April, 1951. 
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e SUSPENSE ACCOUNT. 


Particulars of items making up the amount of G.Y.20,000.1i1 


entered in Suspense Account in the Accounts for 


March Quarter, 1949. 


CoN.C.$3 3000 ,O00 = GeYel- 


(A) Deposits on two:-Office Telephones, 
Nos.2-6818 and 2~5043. 
£6.18.7 @ ex.ONC.#4,330 = £1. C.N.C.$30,000. 


Additional Deposits on two Office 
Telephones,Nos.23-6818 & 2-5043. 
£10.0.9 @ ex.CNC.$8,967 = £1 


Deposit on one Office Telephone, 


Deposit on one Telephone ,No. 2-551 1 in 
Mr.H.Jd. Everett's residence at No.3 
First Taiping Chuoh Road, Tsingtao, : 
£6.13.10 @ ex.CNC.$8,967 = £1 60,000. 


CNC. $240,000. 


(b) - Cash remitted to Weihaiwei Consulate 
Clerk, Mr. Lin Shu-yung on 3rd May, 
1946. CNC. $100,000. 
(It is informed that this sum had 
been detained by Communists at 
Weihaiwei to defray Electric 
Light bills against British 
Consulate at Weihaiwei. ) 


(C) Cash advanced to Yang Shih-hsing, 
Weihaiwei Consulate Messenger ; : 
on Srd February, 1949. gh eae 20,000.00. 


‘ 


Total as on 3ist March, 1949.......G.¥: 20,000.11. 


» 


) ——————————— 
- poe) Counted 
2 ‘7? 4th 


Remarks: Vouchers for (A) were transmitted to the Foreign Office 
with my Quarterly Accounts. 


Vouchers for (B) and (C) are in my possession. 


British Consulate-General, 
TSINGTAO. 
Sist March, 1949. 


15 pom. 6th April 1951 
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S will of course make His Majesty’ 
General‘s task of closing the Consulate 
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Following received from Chungking tglegram No. 17 Saving 
“ o7th. : eaten 
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I anticipate trouble when paying off staff. I have made no 
move to do so yet, as I think it necessary to evacuate Shell 
House and move to the Consulate Compound first. 


2. Since the impending closure was announced, all the 
staff have been summoned to “accusation meetings" at which they 
were instructed to complain of me. Sevefal, including ounmber 
one office servant, were reprimanded for failing to produce 
complaint and for declaring they had been fairly treated. Some 
complained vaguely of under payment. Further mectings are to 
follow. 


3. I believe the object of these mectings is to make a 
case for high discharge gratuities. The "gratuity racket" is at 
its height here now end foreign firms hard hit, as police 
invariably support staff claims, however outrageous, and assist 
by hectoring managers. Wood of Liddell Brothers recently agreed 
to pay his staff 15 months, irrespective of seniority. On the 
instructions of the Labour Bureau the staff later refused to 
honour the agreement and demanded 50 months. 


4. I would emphasise that the staff themselves are not the 
instigators of these mectings, though two members show sigus of 
eagerness to profit by thea. 


(Ends). 
0000 


- 
. 
- 


, 


«fd 


¥ 


' - 
» 
> 


Se iti hi ee 


EOL Vg ER 


DO et ee mG 


ae 


FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT 


5 1 


CHINA ' 


K 


Lee 


No. 


Dated 


Received in 
Registry— 


REFERENCES ere - MINUTES 


oe On” ecisia/ug 


(How disposed of) 


A Ac Al | hem a iad TSA dA ‘ 


; areme GON Tis. 
EcCN CITED !N OFFi<¢.AL 
HISTORIES OR PUBLICATION 


F eehebi ne’ * 
, vi she ee eee 
WA ie ee ig 


ila sis wnt Be Pree arene ES MOR. <iladigetala 2s. eae Lage Se: 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Lamb 
No. 686 D. 2.06 pem. 7th April, 1951 
7th April, 1951. R. 2.50 pom 7th April, 1951. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Following received from Chungking telegram No.18 Saving 


of 30th March. iF C189 | 
S . 


[Begins]. 


My house boy wes released from prison after nine days 
detention and something unpleasant is brewing among my household 
servants. I have received a hint this may take the form of 
an accusation that I have immoral dealings with women. I do. 
not know why such a charge should be laid against me unless 
it be designed to discredit me or to furnish ground for my 
deportation. Naty . 


2. If such a charge should be laid, I, as a batchelor 
living [?gp.omitted] shall be quite helpless against it. There 
is no one except my servants who could give evidence and they 
are obviously being carefully primed. I am quite sure that they 
are sympathetic but helpless. 


3. This accusation is nonsense and I report it only in 
case police action should cut my communications. I am confident 
that foreign residents here have had sufficient experience of 
accusations by the local authorities to disregard it. 


China and Korea Department 
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This is clearly malicious victimisation, There is, 
as Mr. Lamb suggests, little that we can do at this stage. 
In any case, the matter has not yet come -to a head and 
so far we are only dealing with hints and speculations. 

I fear that the charge of "immoral dealings with women" 
will probably be proceeded with. It will probably, as: 
Mr, Oakshott suggests, end in deportation and possibly 
WiC 4 Taner | 

2e One thing that I think we should do is to make it 
clear to Mr. Mitchell that we sympathise with him in his 
extremely difficult situation, and that we are not 
influerted by this malicious-mud-flinging.. In the, . 
isolated conditions.that our, Consuls in-Communist China © 
live in, such occasional encouragement undoubtedly does ‘a 
lot of good in boosting morale. raft telegram in this- 
sense is submitted. : 
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No, 682  -Dt 2,09 p.m. 7th April, 1951. 
7th April, 1951. : 3.07 pom. 7th April, 1952. 


CONFIDENTIAL EL IE92 ul 


Og Ct as 
My two immediately following telegrams are repetitions 


of Chungking talegreeree 17 and 18 Saving to me which I 4 
just received. ant BS all 


2. This nonsensical accusation against Mitchell ts 
typical of Chungking police methods, Taken in conjunction 
with the action at Kunming (also in the South West area) 
reported in my telegram 648 it suggests that the authorities 
there may be seeking to show their power by dismissing the — 


Consuls (c.f, the French case) rather than allowing them to 
withdraw. 


3 I am afraid that there is little I can do at this stage 
to help Mitchell, particularly in view of the intangible 
nature of his trouble, but I have referred to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs letter (please see my telegram No, 669) 
which he may find helpful, and have asked him to enkaaeDylge 
my telegram by telegraph. 


h. Ihave also telegraphed him authority to settle with 
the staff given in your telegram No, aPh K 777, y 
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Wo: 
Your tel.|648 Zof April 7th:Malicious accusations 
‘again Mr. Vice-Consul Mitchell at Chungking / 
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our telegram No. 648 [of April 7th: Malicious accusations 
against Mr. Vice-Consul Mitchell at Chungking]. 


Please inform Vice Consul that I consider he is doing 
well in an extremely difficult situation, 


Korea Department 
Department 
Consular Department 
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It looks as if the China Association Committee 
just wish td go on record with us about the reopening 
of some of these posts should developments in the 
China situation make this practicable. They appear 
to appreciate the reasons which have compelled us to 
clase these posts and most of them are only too aware 
of the difficultieB: in present day China. Their 
communication is quite reasonable and a sympathetic 
reply might best be returned. There is quite 
obviously no reason why in the event of things 
improving, we should not review the position and we 
certainly would want to do so. The contingency 


unfortunately is not very probable. 
HE Regu 
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ASSOCIATION. i 


TELEPHONE BROAD STREET House, 
LONDON WALL 1160. 


2440. 54,O.L_pD BrRoaAD STREET, 
Lonpbon, _E.C. 2. 


12th April, 1951. 


He age 
British Consulates in China 


At its Meeting on April 4th my Committee took 
under consideration the announcement made in the . 
House of Commons on March 2lst that His Majesty's 
Government had decided to close the Sonsulates 
at Vhungking, Kunming, Hankow, Nanking, Tsingtao 
and Amoy. It was understood that when effect 
had been given to this decision only the Consulates 
at Shanghai, Vanton and Tientsin would remain open. 


Whilst my Committee does not overlook the 
political situation which now exists in the “ar 
East, nor the difficulties which His Majesty's 
Government, in common with commercial enterprises, 
has experienced in replacing personnel in Vhina, 
they nevertheless view with no little concern the 
fact that so many of the Yonsulates, and especially 
those at coast ports such as Tsingtao and Amoy, 
are to be closede 


I am, therefore, instructed to express the 
earnest hope of my Vommittee, as representative of 
British business interests established in Vhina, 
that the earliest possible opportunity will be 
taken to restore the British Consular organisation, 
and especially the posts on the coast. 


I have the honour to be, 


Seetletary & Vice-Vhairman. 


The Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 
London ; S » Wi ode 
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G. Mite E the receipt of your letter of the 12th 
Secretefy and 


Vice Ghairman, April on the subject of the decision taken 
Ghina Association, 


WV 
Broad Street House] by His Majesty's Goverment to close 
54, Old Broad St, | 
London, E.C.2. certain Gonsular posts in China in the 
near future and to state that the views 
of your Association's Committee have been 


carefully noted. 
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Office of the Commissioner General for the 
United Kingdom in Sauth East Asia, 
SINGAPORE. 


Ref: 8301/117/51. 9th April. 1951. 
CONFIDENTIAL. 
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You may be interested to see the enclosed 


which reached us among a batch of translations fran 
Hong Kong. 


20 I have never met Bryan myself and am sorry 
that he and his wife did not come through Singapore 
on their way home. It would have been valuable to 
us here to have had his views first-hand. 


SN nk ee eee Scone m rh eek re wy .: pe ae 
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3. Hutchison managed to fit in a couple of 
days here on his way home and we were all extremely 
pleased that he did so. I think his visit was of 
considerable mutual benefit. 


_ ee eth oes Seer cae Se ¥ ee Fae % i 3p ee sy q gig? ak +! 7 
+ 2 4 roi : - 3 Pg 


” Soe es . Baie ot 
> APPEL BE: Ee GTS ete ES ae a nt Si 
ue: FS i Widen, e ane fone Te: y ee e ee 
RG Poe : >» 


Sterndale Bennett). 


R.He scott, EsqQe, C.M.G., C.B.E., 
South-East Asia Department, 


pas Office, 
S.W. 1 a 


Guysucscenenediadupiummmenaessmen 


SECRET. Regional Information 
Office Representative, 
Hong Kong. 


DEREK BERYAN. 


(Translated from Sin Wan Pao (pro-Communist) of 25.3.51) 


When the British Ambassador Sir Ralph Stevenson was in Nanking, his 
right-hand man was First Secretary Derek Bryan. Bryan was only something over 
30, but he knew China extremely well. He not only spoke, but also read the 
language with ease. During the Sino-Japanese War he was Consul in Kweilin 
and Chengtu, where he acquired an intimate knowledge of West China. His wife, 
Liao Hung-yin, is an accomplished bio-chemist. She is a native of Pukien. 
She went to England to further her studies when she oeaplates her Middle School 
training in China. She married Bryan in Chengtu, where she had been teaching 
at the West China Union University. For a time in Chungking she worked under 
the progressive scientist Joseph Needham in the Sino-British Sciénos Institute (7). 
Like her husband, she had the greatest hopes for China's democratic developments. 
Both of them are well known for their sincerity and earnestness to their friends. 
Their guests usually took leave of them with regret. 

In Nanking they lived in a house on Ta Ku Shan, which was prepared for 


them by the British Embassy. Apart from choice scrolls and paintings, they also 


had a dog and a cat in their house. They called the dog "KMT" and the cat "The 
Eighth Route". | When asked why they should call their pet animals by these 
unusual names, they smiled: “This dog is greedy in the extreme and hopelessly 
lazy, and therefore we give it that name. As to the cat, she catches rats day 
and aight, and is not in the least greedy. Besides she has very good manners. 
That is why we gave her the appropriate name of "Eighth Route'’." This 
explanation brought understanding emiles to the faces of their friends. 

When Nanking was liberated, they welcaned the new age with the greatest 
enthusiasm. Later on when the British Goverment despa tohed its Charge d'Affaires, 
Hutchison, to proceed to Peking to megotia.te diplomatic relations oe Peking, 
‘Bryan became Hutohison's Chief Assistant. le stayed for over. a year 3 sa bas 
snd he and Ma whee ware greatly elevated by the rept pe res 
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They did not miss any new book or magazine or new film. As they told their 


intimate friends, they spent a full and meaningful year in Peking. 
A few days ago the Bryans arrived in. Hong Kong on their way to England 


where they plan to spend their leave. During their brief stay in Hong Kong, 


they discovered that many people knew nothing about New China and could not 


understand why. When they saw how some papers deliberately misrepresented 
the situation in China, they said very humorously: “Perhaps they have forgotten 


their nationality; they are all backboneless animals." 


After talking a long while with them, an old friend of theirs asked the 
Bryans what had happened to the "KMT" and the "Eighth Route". They said: 
"After the liberation of Nanking, we gave away 'KMT’. We took ‘Eighth Route’ 
with us to Peking, and in our absence, it is in the charge of a new friend just 


arrived fron England." 

y left Hong Kong on the morning of day before yesterday. They plan 
to stop at Bangkok, Rangoon, Calcutta, and other places before proceeding to 
Europe. Their wish is to see the speedy establishment of diplomatic relations 

. between China and England, which will bring them back to Peking. 
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BRIEFING OF H.M.-CONSUL AT TAMSUI. 


Please see Mr.R.H.Scott!'s minute of the 23rd April on 
the attached. telegram about keeping Tamsui informed about 
seneral developments. 


There i8 a confidential bag to Tamsui every Friday, 
arriving about a week later. We have kept H.M.Consuliwell 
informed on matters of direct concern to him (e.g. shipping ) 
and he was well briefed on general political developments 
before he went out two months ago. Perhaps we might now make 
a special point of sending him copies of any important 
political material, e.g. Intels on China or Japan and the 
periodical summaries from Peking {/ufy-—e +4 e&uuia), 
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R, H. SCOTT: 


Cypher/OTP FOREIGN OFFICE AND WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM TAMSUL TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mis Majesty's Consul 
No. 50 : D: 5630 Dis 1/0 Boris, 1951. 
170 Aiwtes 19916 R: 12. Noon 17th April, 1951. 


PRIORITY 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 50 of 17th April 
Repeated for informaiion Saving to Hong Kong and Tokyo. 


Please see my immediately preceding telegram. 


This demonstration occurred as a result of reports 
that Britain had proposed to America that Formosa should 
be returned to Communist China when the Japanese Peace 
Treaty was signed; also that British pressure was mainly 
responsible for MacArthur's removal. 


2. students concerned were all mainlanders. (I had had 
warning the previous day that the demonstration was intended 
and had asked the Provincial Governor for the necessary 
protection. In the event, the Police were unarmed and 


inadequate in numbers to prevent entry. I am lodging formal 
protest with the Governor. 


3. I should be grateful to receive by en clair telegram 
text of any recent press releases about Formosa; also, in 
cypher, details of any proposal made to the Americans. 
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This has been given China Political distribution. 


This development is typical of the difficulties 
with which our Consular officers in China are 
confronted in the absence of official recognition by 
the Chinese. It is highly undesirable that political 
meetings should be held on Consular premises and while 
I agree that H.ii. Consul-General has no means of 
resisting these 1 think it is for consideration whether 
H.M. Chargé d'Affaires might not protest to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Such a protest is 
unlikely to be effective but failure to protest may 
mean more trouble of this sort. 


Peking will no doubt be commenting but I should 
meanwhile be grateful for any observations. 


KA. Qaterhel> 


(K.R. Oakeshott) 
26th April, 1951. 
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His Majesty's Consul-General (ries 0 
No. 136 D: 3.54 Pom. April 24th, 1951, 
2ist April, 1951. R: 6.53 Pelle April 2),th, 1951. 
CONETDENTIAL 

Addressed to Peking telegram No. 223 Savihy. 

Repeated for information to : Foreign Office, 


On April 20th five representatives of Public Security Bureau 
(2 G T men in uniform 3 in plain olothes) Visited this Consulate, 
ostensibly to check census returns of the English staff and 
domestic servants. No squatters were found. Office building 
was not entered, 


2. Real reason for the visit was to arrange @ meeting of Chinese | 
in the ening, first to be addressed on measures to be taken against | 
subversive elements and then to hear a broadcast on the sane 4 
subject by the Chief of the Security Bureau. We were flatly told 
that this meeting would be held whether we liked it or not. 


3. Police can of course enter compound at any time and I see no 
Objection to the visits on routine matters, such as chaking census 
returns. Holding of political meetings however is obviously 
improper thotigh I see no practical method of resisting. Bearing in 
mind the attitude of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Burdett's 
vise, I presume it would also not be possible for you to protest 

in any way. 


4, If sinilar uectings are called in future the ealy usefil step 
I can see is to endeavour to keep them to purely Chinese staff 
affairs. In the present case the question of accommodation was 
raised and some mention made:of large court-room dn office — 
building. In the end the resideat office staff and representatives 
of our domestic servants 37 in all, squeezed into the small room 
used by the chauffeurs. Although we have plenty of space in the 
office and no large rooms elsewhere I should, in the event, refuse 
access to the office at any time and have instreted Foreign staff 


accordingly. 
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FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Lamb D. 9.46 a.m. 30th April, 1951. 


No.865 
30th April, 1951. R. 1.00 pom. 30th April, 1951. 


CONFIDENT F 136 rel oe 


C18 


ddressed to Foreign Office caledean 0.865 of 20th April. 
Repeated for informatzon Saving to Shanghai 


Shanghai tele No.223 Saving to me: Police incursion. 


In theory as the Deputy Consul General says the Police have 
a right of entrance-into grounds for census purposes and 
presumably also to lecture on genuine security (or civilian 
defence) respectively. Normally we should protest but I doubt 
wisdom of doing so now although if a similar incident occurs 
I think we should file an objection. 


2. In the circumstances therefore I agree with action proposed 
by Deputy Consul General in his paragraph four. In any event 
office building must not be entered. 


DISTRIBUTED TO 
China and Korea Department. 
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10th May, 1951. 


Your telegram No: 865 [of April 30th; visit 
police to Consulate-General at Shanghai. ]. 
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I agree. 


a 


China and Korea Department. 
Protocol Department. . 
Security Department. 
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ONF IDENT 


our telegram No. 671. 


Following is summary of detailed reports from His Majesty's 

onsul Nanking. He was summoned to the Foreign Nationals 
Control Seetion on 17th April and taken to task for the visit 
he made to them on the afternoon of 26th March in order to enquire 
about the arrest of the Mother Superior of the Catholie Orphanage. 
The visit took place on the day before that described in my 

: 8, but he did not mention it before as it 

nothing. Mr. North was accused of: 


(a) intervening in the case of the Mother Superior, 
victed criminal; 


(b) calling on the Section out of interview hours 
(¢) not taking an interpreter 


(d) insisting that an officer of the Seetion should 
speak English, 


(e) being drunk, 
(f) describing himself as Bri: 


: 


He was told that the Section took 
matter and considered him guil 
Goverment, : 


i, 
4 


2. His Majesty's sons refutes these accusations but 
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ee neeting . His Majesty's 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Peking telegram No. 845 to Foreign Office 


<2 


Superior was and decided therefore to go to the Section and 
without his interpreter who was not available, He had invited 
a few guests to lunch but had only had two cocktails and a glass 
of beer with his lunch, The Section is normally open for 
interviews only in the morning, but Mr, North succeeded in 
seeing the official who had been handling the ease, His command 
of Chinese however was not adequate, and as a last resort he 
asked if he could speak to someone who knew English, This was 
refused, and after being unable to obtain satisfaction Mr, North 
left, 


4. On receipt of brief en clair telegram from Mr. North on 
17th April asking for authority to sign apology, I authorised 
him to do so in the circumstances, The following morning 
Mr. North duly called on the Consulate Section with draft he had 
prepared. His draft however was refused by the Section who 
declared that the two matters of which they took a serious view 
were his request to official tospeak in English and his having 
described himself as British Consul. They also insisted that he 
must put in some reference to his having drunk "some wine", The 
official then departed and returned after some time with draft 
prepared by the Section, After further argument His Majesty's 
Consul signed under pressure, He was refused a copy of letter 
but rough text as he had it from his interpreter is given in my 
second iumediately following telegran, 


5. His Majesty's Consul was then taken tc see the head of 
the Section where his statement was read out in Chinese and 
English and he had to repeat it in English, He was then read 
a short lecture to the effect that the People’s Goverment 
gave proper protection to foreigners provided they obeyed the 
(gp. undec, ? laws], The head of the Seetion was glad that 
Mr. North had admitted his faults and hoped he would not offend 
again, He was then permitted to go. se 
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27th April, 1951 Re 548 pem. 27th April, 1951 


CONFIDENTIAL 
My immediately preceding telegram. 
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I fear this is a most unhappy story. It might 
perhaps have been better had His Majesty's Consul deferred 
his gall on the 26th March until the following morning, but he 
was doing his duty in acting quickly as possible to help a British 
subject in difficulties. Mr. North believes that the real reason 
for the action taken by: the Section is that they were in the 
process of taking over the Orphanage (which they have now 
taken over) and resented lir. North’s intervention on behalf of 
the liother Superior, They ‘considered therefereiwhat they could 
do to humiliate him. Mr. North thinks his action in tackling the 
Section on behalf of the Mother Superior which he repeated on 
the following day was in fact effective in getting her sent out 
of the country more easily than she might otherwise have been. 
I. think that this is correct. Mr. North has acted throughout with 
the greatest tenacity and courage and I do not think he can be 
held to blame in any way for the incident. 


2. I gave Mr. North authority to sign the apology only 
with the greatest reluctance (there was no time to consult you) 
because I felt that he would otherwise be placed in an intolerable 
position and perhaps in some personal risk. It was essential that 
this should be avoided to enable Mr. North to close his post and 


get away without trouble. 


3. This is one more illustration of the lengths to which 
loeal officials (I think this was probably done by the local | 
authorities on their own initiative rather than on instructions 
from Peking) are prepared to go to humiliate foreigners. It is also 
part of the technique they appear to use npeetenty with the 


Chinese as well. 


io had hoped that the Chinese having extracted the 
apology by force would have refrained from “tea one to 
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Peking papers. It would be desirable in the interests of our 
closure of Nanking if publicity could be avoided in British and 
other foreign press. If statement has to be made I would suggest 
that it should be limited to the fact that Mr. North was made to 
apologise for having come to the local Chinese authorities out 
of office hours and without an interpreter when intervening on 


J 


behalf of a British subject. 


China and Korea Department 
News. Department 
Consular Department 
Personnel Department 
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Your telegrams Nos. 845 to 847 and 862 
/ of 27th and 28th April: Forced apology 
of H.M. Consul Nanking to Chinese / 


I approve the action taken by Mr. 
nel 


Ea. ca 


North and yourself but oem much /distressed at 
we ln NnaWw& 
the deplorable treatment, 


€ormer by the Chinese. Please convey this 


| nAot- 

Ze tap asd Sabn—ees fet can possitbiy 
let this pass without registering a protest. 
I leave you discretion how to do this but I 
would like to receive the text of any 
communication which you make to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs before I answer the 
Parliamentary Question referred to in my 
telegrams Nos. 692 and 693 / of 27th April 7 

o 3 na prs tut 
aa a would also like to mention tes in 
my reply unless you have any very strong 


objection. In any event I am almost certain 


to be asked in supplementaries whether any 


protest has been made. 

5 You can make use of the argument 
contained in paragraph (a) of my telegram 
No. 84 / of 13th January_/ if you consider it 
will be of help in this case without at the 
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If you think that MB. North 
is likely to have any difficulty over 
obtaining his exit permit on account of 
this incident you have discretion to fice 


such representations to the Ministry of 
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Your telegrams Nos. 845 to: 8.7 and 862 [of 27th and 28th 
April: Foreed apology of His Majesty's Consul Nanking to Chinese]. 


I approve the aetion taken by Mr. North and yourself but am 
mueh concerned at the deplorable treatment of Mr. North by- the 
Chinese, Please convey this to him. 


2. We can not let this pass without registering a protest. 
I leave you diseretion how to do this but I would like to receive the 
text of any communication which you make to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs before I answer the Parliamentary Question referred to in my 
telegrams Nos. 692 and 693 [of 27th April] as I would also like to | 
mention your protest in my reply unless you have any very strong 
objection. Im any event I am almost certain to be asked in 
supplementaries whether any protest has been made. 


— 


3. You can make use of the argument contained im paragraph 
La) of my telegram No, 8 [of 13th January] if you eonsider it will 
be of help in this case without at the same time causing repercussions 
on other Consular posts, 


4. If you think that Mr. North is likely to have any 
difficulty over obtaining his exit permit on account of this 
incident you have diseretion to make such representations to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as’ you think fit. 


China and Korea Department 


Consular Department’ 
News Department. 
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FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Lamb 


No. 847 3.36 pom. 27th April, 1951. 
27th April, 1951. 6.00 p.m. 27th April, 1951. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


My second immediately ren telegran. 


In the afternoon of 26th March, after I had 
drunken some wine, I broke into ‘the office of the Foreign 
Nationals Control Section of the Public Security Bureau V 
not during their office hours, in the name of a British 
Consul, questioned the circumstances and place of the 
detention of the criminal Langren, a British national, 
and asked Government personnel to talk with me in English. 


On the next day (27th), I again went to the Public 
Security Bureau and stated that the British Government 
instructed me to assist Langren, with the intention of 
getting information about the circumstances of the 
[? grp. omitted] criminal Langren by the People's Governnent. 


I admit that I went to a Government public security 
organ not during their office hours in the name of a 
British Consul, asked Government personnel to talk with me 
in English, etc., as mentioned above. These are faults 
committed by me, and I am willing to express repentance 
and to guarantee that I will not have similar incidents 
occur again in future. 
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My telegrams-Nos. 671 and 672 


fof 2hth April: Catholic Orphanage at 
Nanking /. 


The following Parliamentary Question 
is to be answered on /th May. 


En} Clair ‘Begins: ¥®T ask in what circumstances 
CUPDER. Mr, North, a Foreign Service official 


Distribution :— at present in China, has been required to 
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Ce ee apologise to the Chinese authorities; and 
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China &Korea | 
4 Dept. -what reply he has made.* Endg. 


yAtens eon sai ats ZSee my immediately following 


News Dept. 
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27th April, 1951. 
« 671 and 672 [of 2,th April : Catholi 


telegrams Nos 


at Nanking }. 
following Parliamentary Question is to be answered 


[Begins]. 
. To ask in what cireumstances Mr. North, a Foreign Servi 
Gial at present in China, has been required te apologise 


Chinese authorities; and what reply he has made. 


4 [Ends] : 
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My immediately preceding telegram [of 
7th April: Catholic Orphanage at Nanking]. 
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Grateful for your suggestions for a reply 
if possihle by May 3rd. se 
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D3 7453 a.m. 28th April, 1951. 


28th April, 1951. R: 9.42 aim. 28th April, 1951. 


Your telegrams Nos. 692 and 693 crossed my telegrams Nos 
81,5~8).7. 


I suggest reply should be kept ag short as possible and 
that account of incident should be restricted to terms of last 
sentence of paragraph 4 of my telegram No. ‘ 


2. Itmight be added in further explanation that he had been 
summoned to local government department concerned with affairs 
of foreign nationals (who refused to recognise his consular 
status) where he was subjected to considerable pressure to sign 
such an apology and thet in the circumstances there seemed to be 


no alternative but to comply. 


3. You might think it useful to add as it were by way of a 
rider some statenent to the effect that misunderstandings are 
apt te ocour owing to difficulty ef interpretation. 


Aetna 
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No.111. 


HIS Majesty’s GC. Ga, at Peking 
presents his compliments to ti.M.P.S. of S. for F.A., 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British. LMNRASSY.»..........0006. 
Peking. 
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20.th..Nanch,., 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Foreign Office telegram ho. 447 of 19th @ 
Description of Enclosure. March, 1951.@ 


Name and Date. : Subject. . 


To West European and Closure of official 
African Department, establishments. 
Ministry of Foreign | 
Affairs, No. 57 of 
20th March, 1951. 
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No. 57. 
(90401/16/81) 
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1 Heiag Kuo lu, 
Peking. 


I write to inform you thet His Majesty's 
nt are proposing to meke | nts for 


Glosure of the officiel establishments et Amoy, 


Chungking, Hankow, Kunming, Wenking and Taingtee 
at an early ante. 


i should therefore be raterus for 
e whieh the Ministry of Fore 
r with o view te faeili 
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Ne. 881 D: 9.28 acm. 2nd May, 1951. 
2nd May, 1951. R: 10.32 a.m. 2nd May, 1951. 


IMMEDIATE ~ 
CONFIDENTIAL fe ue rt. 


Your telegram Ne, 711. 
Mr. Nerth's apelegy. 


Your paragraph 1. Thank yeu. I am so informing 
Nerth. This will de much te reassure him as he has 
naturally been much distressed by the incident. 


2, Your paragraph 2. My immediately fellewing 
telegram gives text ef pretest I am sending te Ministry 
ef Fereign Affairs teday. Yeu will see that I did net 
think it desirable te raise peint made in your telegram 
Ne,“8&. I think it preferable te keep te the simple 

int ef expesing the deplerable treatment ef Nerth 
witheut trying te explain his presence er justify his 
being in Nanking. 


36 In the circumstances mentien ef pretest seems 
unaveidable. 


4» Your paragraph 4 neted. 
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China and Kerea Department Mr, R.H, Scott 
Consular Departaent Head China and Kerea Department 
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FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Lamb 


No. 882 D.6.43 a.m. 3rd May, 1951. 
2nd May, 1951. R.8.35 a.m. 3rd May, 1951. 
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My immediately preceding telegram. 


Following is text. | Fo 149 r|b2 
(Begins):- gates 


His Britannic Majesty's Chargé a’Affaires presents his 
compliments to the Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs and on the 
instructions of His Majesty's Government has the honour to bring 
the following matter to his attention. 


2. On the afternoon of March 26th Mr. North learned that 
Miss Langren, a British subject, had been detained by the local 
authorities at Nanking. He accordingly at once proceeded to the 
Foreign Nationals Control Section of the public Security 

Bureau in Nanking to make enquiries and to see if he could assist 
the lady. Unfortunately the normal hours at which the Foreign 
Nationals Control Section hold interviews was past and Mr. North's 
interpreter was not available. Because, however, the matter was 
urgent Mr. North never-the-less asked for an interview with the 
Section and,at the same time in view of his limited command of the 
Chinese language asked if there was an official who knew English 
to whom he might the more readily explain his business. 


3. Over three weeks later, on April 17th, Mr. North was 
summoned to the Foreign Nationals Control Section and told that 
he must apologise for his intervention in the case of Miss Langren 
for having called at the Section out of interviewing hours, for 
having asked for someone to speak English to him, for being drunk | 
and for having described himself as British Consul. Mr. North 
explained the circumstances of his intervention and the reasons 
why it was incumbent upon him to take action and de ws the charge: 
of inebriation, but after en intervi hours t 

: euthoritios continued to taatet that b 


NE ER Ne Mm ae cin co 9 GNI ig c--Rod - 


9 Foreign 0: 


L. Mr. North's action in attempting to assist a British 
subject who was in difficulties was entirely justified both on 
humanitarian and official grounds. His Majesty's Government 
have accordingly instructed His Majesty's Chargé d‘Affaires to 
convey their dissatisfaction at this arbitrary behaviow® on 
the part of the authorities at Nanking and to record a formal 
protest against the treatment to which Mr. North was subjected. 


(Ends); 


Private Secretary 

Sir W. Strang 

Mr. RH. Scott 

Head China and Korea. Department 
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This has been copied China Political Distribution. 
His Majesty’s Consul-General is undoubtedly in a most 
difficult position. The tone of this telegram shows, 
howeyer, that he can be relied upon to keep his head. 
Th ay or may not be an official plant.. His 
Mejesty's Consul-General's arguments oA this point is 
not entirely convincing. The Chinese are quite capable 
of waiting a while, possibly in order to work up a 
"spontaneous" agitation. There is in any case the 
serious danger that this incident will be used as a 
pretext for official action against him or members of 
his staff. The police recently visited his compound to 
arrange a meeting of the Chinese staff and there is also 
a danger that the Russian ex-employees of the Shanghai 
Municipal Council may start agitation against him. 
There have been a significant number of incidents recently 
at other ret rl posts, for example the forced closure 
of the Consu t Kunming, encroachment ef the comp ound 
at Amoy, agitation against His Majesty's Vice-Consul at 
Chungking, and in particular the recent humiliation of 
His Majesty's Consul at Nanking. Since His Majesty's 
Consul-General at Shanghai may well be in for a difficult 
time I_think it would be as well to send him a message 
of encouragement. 


This incident also raises the question of security 
at the remaining consulagg posts. Consuls at the posts 
being closed down were 17 rages on, the ut P l to 
destroy all confidential archives / 

ficers of experience are in charge of all the three 
remaining posts and they have had frequent warnings from 
Peking designed to ensure that their security arrange- 
ments are foolproof. On the 29th December they were 
instructed to burn all ogpnered political reports after 
one month, and similarly’ to destroy papers which might 
compromise foreign or Chinese contacts. We might, 
‘however, take this occasion to ask Peking to issue a 
furtherTreminder. Security Department (Mr. Liversidge ) 
agrees. 


) I submit two draft telegrams. 


\AK.R. Oakeshott) {| 
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FROM SHANGHAI TO FOREIGN OFFIC 


His Majesty's Consul-General 


D. 11.05 a.m, 5th May, 1951 
2nd May, 1951 Re 1613 Dem. 5th May, 1951 


TER i li BE RES Ds MST ae 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office 


At about 11.15 a.m. on May 1st when processions were in:full” 
swing five members of Public Safety Bureau (police) specially detailed 
to ensure safety of procession routes entered the grounds of this 
Consulate General, They told the gate-keeper that thcy had seen 


some suspicious object close to the north-east wall of the compound 
and they had to investigate, 


2. They speedily located the suspicious object and found several 
others in the same vicinity all lying on the ground about a y 
from the outside wall. ‘Total haul was one object which I understand 


is a Japanese type of potato masher grenade and five dark green 
cylinders about the size of a pint tin.of tomato juice, These bore 


% 
wv 


inscription "INI" and “hand grenade" plys a number of letters and 


* 
\ s 


numerals of which I have no record (I judged it inexpedient on all 
counts to handle these). From what I could see they bore no sign of 


 place.of origin, 2(sic] Investigators examined the 


ery 
he 


to these walls and then departed with 


+ 


12.30 p.m. two of 


clothes men to ¢’ 


ay 


: CONFIDENTIAL 
Shanghai telegram No. — to Foreiag Office 


~ and were given verbal confirmation that the gate-man 

ir Vice-Consul Gill and myself “had had no previous knowledge. ofthese 
Objects, checked my name and position and departed, A third squad 
from the police arrived about 1.45 p.m. to make another check of the 
ground close to the wails, 

3. At about 3.0 p.m. Mr Constable Bain holding the "duty" 
telephone on the office number received a call from Foreign Affairs 
Department which ended with message ‘in English "We are coming to 
search the building", In consultation with other staff members I 
made tentative plans for objections ,délays:and ultimatély destruction 
of necessary Archives, After about half an hour a squad arrived 
apparently of three Foreign Affairs department representatives and 
two policemen who surveyed the compound without suggesting entrance 
to any premisés and then departed, 


~&. Bearing in mind that labelled explosives were undoubtedly 
found in.the Cunsulate ground close to May Day procession routes, 
these investigations so far have produced no ler. undec, ] or 
uncalled for results, We are naturally speculating about the origin 
of the grenade and about what further official action may be taken, 
Obvious theory of an official "plant" seems doubtful since the 
authorities have taken no immediate action beyond what was called 
for on clear security grounds, I think it unlikely however that I 
and each other member of the British @f Chinese staff may not be 
required to do something further in the way of explanation, I am 
taking obvious precaution of alerting the Senior Staff and checking 
internal security measures, 
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repeated for inforyltation to 


fe me 
Shanghai telegram|No. 153 fof 2nd May 


Discovery of explosives at Shanghai Consulate- 


General / 


Please inform His Majesty's Consul—General 
that I approve ¢re—wep-—to—wbivel—ke Aid handling of 
this difficult situation. 


See my immediately following telegram. 
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ROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEKIN 


15th May, 1951. D. 8.44 am. Sth May, 1951. 
ONFIDENTIAL 


Shanehei telegram to me No. 153 [of 2nd May: Discovery 
of explosives at Shanghai Consulate-General] | 


. 
. . 


Please inform His Majesty's Consul-General that I approve 
his handling of this difficult situation. 


: 


See my immediately following telegram. 
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My immediately preceding telegram, 


We presume that Consuls at posts being 


IN THIS 


closed will already have destroyed all secret 
and confidential, pap please see your 4 
Rstegran Wor te’ ancy and others). Vian “tt ee 
remind other posts of instructions contained q 
in your circular telegrams No. 23 /of 6th July_/ 
Sha 7Wo." lay of 29th December/ of 1950 and ins- 


truct them to ensure that they retain only the 


bare minimum of secret and confidential archives. 
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® [This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and net passed on]. 
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OM FOREIGN OFFICE PE 


No: 


15th May, 1951. D: 10.44 a.m. 16th May, 1951, 


SECRET. 


My immediately preceding telegram; ([discevery 
of explosives at Shanghai Consulate-General ]. 


I presume that Consuls at posts being clesed will 
already have destroyed all secret and confidential papers 
except cyphers (please see your telegram Ne: 4 Saving 
to Amoy and others). You may wish te remind ether posts 
of instructions contained in your circular telegrams 
No: 23 [of 6th July] ané Ne: 41 Saving [ef 29th December] 
of 1950 and instruct them to ensure that they retain only 
the bare minimum of secret and confidential archives. 


STRIB 0: 


China and Kerea Department. 
Seeurity Department. 
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China and Korea (- 


(Personnel ) 


Parliamentary Question 


Secreta te for Foreign. Affairs, in what circum: 
3 i - present in China, has been, i May 


at reply he has made. . [Monday 7th Me os 


On 26th March, His Majesty's Consul 

at Nanking learned that a British subject, 
Poa ok LY ea. ‘| a Mother Superior of a Roman Catholic 
iene Orphanage, had been detained by the local 
authorities at Nanking. He considered it ee 
his duty to go at once to the Foreign Nationals” 
Control Section of the Public Security Bureau 4 
in Nanking to intervene on her behalf. The 
Office was not at that time open for normal 
interviews and H.M. Consul's interpreter 
was not available. He was received by an 
official of the Bureau who refused to speak 
English or to provide an interpreter. He 
accordingly returned the following day and, 
probably as a result of his intervention, 
the Mother Superior was later released. 


oe 


: Three weeks later, on 1/th April, 

. fis Majesty's Consul was summoned to the 
‘Bureau and was taken to task for various 

offences which he was alleged to have | 
committed in his visit of 26th March. He 

was told that he was guilty of an affront to 
the People's Government. During an 
interview of three and a quarter hours, he 

was told that he must sign an apology which 

he refused to do without authority. He then 
telegraphed to His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires 
at Peking who authorised him to sign an 

apology. His own draft was rejected by 

the local authorities and he was eventually 
compelled to sign a document of which a rough 
text is attached (Peking telegram No. 87). 

He was refused a copy of the exact text. 

The incident is fully reported in Peking 
telegram No. 845 (copy attached). 


3. His Majesty's Ghargé d'Affaires 

has reported that a refusal to sign the 
apology would place H.M. Consul in an 
intolerable position and perhaps in some — 
personal risk. It should be remembered that 
the Consulate at Nanking is being closed and 
H.M. Consul will shortly be seeking permission 
to leave China. 


Le When the incident was reported, His 
Majesty's Chargé da'Affaires was at once 
instructed to protest to the Chinese Ministry 
of Foreign Afiairs about the deplorable 
treatment given to H.M. Consul. The text 
of the protest which he delivered on 2nd May 
is attached (Peking telegram No. 882). 


5. The Chinese regard His Majesty's 
Consuls as being present in China only in 
their personal capacity. We do not accept 


/this 


this contention and hold that there is no 
valid basis on which the Chinese Government 
could refuse to recognise the status of our 
Consular Officers in China in cases where they 


Flag D 


were already performing Consular functions prior 


to the establishment of that Government. 
have not said this in so many words to the 
Central People's Government lest it inight 
cause them to close down all our Consular 
offices. 

he Ch 


6. Though we are-Siostog down six 
Consulates Ire@heonecerrtewsre we hope to keep 
open as long as possible those at Shanghai, 
Tientsin and Canton. Although they are not 
able. to carry out all Consular functions, the 
presence of H.M. Consuls is of value in 
maintaining the morale of British communities 
in China and also in providing listening posts 
of what is going on inside China. 

a 
Tr A draft reply is submitted which 
has been cleared with tthe Legal Advisers 
and other interested Departments, (Consular 


and Personnel Departments). 
| Hy 4 Vise eck. 


(J.S.H. Shattock) 
uth May, 1951 
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British Consul, Mr. 


CHINA 


H.M. Consul, Nanking 
(British Protest) 


49. Mr. F. Maclean asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs in what 
circumstances Mr. North, a Foreign Ser- 
vice official at. present in China, has been 
required to apologise to the Chinese 
authorities ; and what reply he has made. 


Mr. Younger; His Majesty’s Consul at 
Nanking was, on 21st April, compelled by 
the Chinese authorities to apologise for 
intervening on behalf of the Mother 
Superior of a Catholic orphanage, who is 
a British subject. This action on the part 
of the local Chinese authorities was quite 
unwarranted. Under instructions His 
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Peking 
has protested to the Chinese Ministry. of 
Foreign Affairs. I am circulating the text 
of the protest in the OFFICIAL REPORT. 


Following is text of protest: 


“His Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires 
presents His compliments to the Vice Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and on the instructions of 
His Majesty’s Government has the honour to 
bring the following matter to his attention. 


On the afternoon of 26th March Mr. North 
learned that Miss Langren, a British subject, 
had been detained by the local authorities at 
Nanking. He accordingly at once proceeded 
to the Foreign Nationals Control Section of 
the Public Security Bureau in Nanking to make 
inquiries and to see if he could assist the lady. 
Unfortunately the normal hours at which the 
Foreign Nationals Control Section hold inter- 
views was past and Mr. North’s interpreter was 
not available. Because, however, the matter 
was urgent Mr. North nevertheless asked for 
an interview with the Section and at the same 
time in view of his limited command of the 
Chinese language asked if there was an official 
who knew English to whom he might the 
more readily explain his business. 


Over three weeks later,.on 17th April, Mr. 
North was summoned to the Foreign Nationals 
Control Section and told that he must apologise 
for his intervention in the case of Miss 
Langren, for having called at the Section out 
of interviewing hours, for having asked for 
someone to speak English to him, for being 
drunk and for hie described himself as 

r. North explained the cir- 
cumstances of his intervention and the reasons 
— it was incumbent upon him to take action 

denied the charges of inebriation, but after 
an interview of over three hours the authori- 


_ ties continued to insist that he must sign an 
- apology. On 21st April the authorities still 


_ tion at this ar 
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| continued to insist that Mr. North should sign 
- an apology and 


‘him to do so on > 
unreasonable terms composed by themselves. 


Mr. North’s action in attempting to assist a 
ubje Ities “was 
justified both on humanitarian and 
grounds. His Majesty's Government | 

instructed His Maijesty’s 
to convey their dissatisf 


ac- 
ry on the of 
nories at Nanking and 'o ‘record 
- . to bd 
North was subjected.” = 
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DRAFT REPLY TO His Majesty's Consul at Nanking 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION 
No. 89 was on 21st April compelled by the local 


oe Fitzroy Maclean) 

Monday, 7th May 1951) Chinese authorities to apologise for 
intervening on behalf of the Mother Superior 
of a Catholic Orphanage, who is a British 
subject. This action on the part of the 


local Ghinese authorities was quite unwarranted. | 
Under instructions His Majesty's Chargé | 
ad'Affaires at Peking has protested to the 

Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I 

am circulating the text of the protest 


in the Offic@€Report. 


Notes for Supplementarics 


Question: Has any reply been received to 


the protest? 


Answer: No, Sir. 


Question: Why did His Majesty's Consul not 


refuse to apologise? 

Answer: He was subjected to considerable 
pressure. The Chinese authorities do not 
recognise the official status of His 


Majesty's Consuls. 


Question: Why are steps not taken to 
--witharaw H.M. Consuls from China if they 


| are not recognised officially and are liable 
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to be treated in this way? 


Answer: H.M. Government consider that 

the presence of H.M. Consuls at those places 
in China where there are substantial British 
interests is of value in maintaining the 
morale of the British Communities in China. 
They can also carry out certain of their 
Consular functions and give assistance and 
advice. As the House is already aware we 
are in process of closing down six of our 
Consular posts including Nanking on account 
of the reduction in numbers of the British 
Communities and of administrative difficulties 


in maintaidg and staffing the posts. 
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Cypher/OTP TMENTAL DIS TRIAITION 


FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFIC F 
wm neal "01343 kx : 


Mr. Lamb ee 
No. 920 ; 2.10 pom. 10th May, 1951. 
10th May, 1951. R: 3.37 pem. 10th May, 1951. 


CONFIDENTIAL Rg 


My immediately following ‘telegram is repetition 


of telegram Saving No, 19 of 4th May I have received from 
Tsingtao.. 


1 am taking the matter up with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and text of my representation is given in 
my second following telegran. 


2. As in the case of His Majesty's Consul Nanking I 
think action has been taken purely on the initiative of the 
local authorities. It is but one more illustration of the 
attitude of local officials towards British Consuls. I 
doubt if it is based on actual directives from Peking, 

but it is clearly formed on general —— and propaganda 


from the capital. 


36 I do not think there is any further action 1 can 
usefully take at the moment. I would suggest, unless the 
Chinese announce it themselves, it would be better to say 
nothing to the press for the time being. Publicity may 
only prejudice Eckford's chances of getting away. 


1. As regards Boerter please see my telegram No. 138. 


DISTRIBUTED TO: 


China and Korea Department 


Personnel Department 
Consular Department 
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Mr, Lamb De 2.16 Pem. 10th May, 1951 
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10th May, 1951 


‘a 3 
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My immediatel ve ing telegram. stat 
th 


Yesterday evening I was Called to the police station to 
answer to a signed statement by Boerter that I had cket 
of his in safe keeping. On denying this I was accused of 
lying and threatened with arrest. After three hours of 
questioning I was informed that my exit permit is cance 
until the affair is settled. I then had to sign a bond 

hat if the packet be found in my keeping I agree to 
punishment according to the Peoples’ Government. I. had to 
find a guarantor for my good conduct after whieh I was 
allowed to come home. 
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China and Korea Departmen t 
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INDEXED  * mE OT AS) 
Parliamentary- eruostion—_ ones 


>  . ~_ —To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in what circum- 


Fe Mr irre Majesty's Consulates at Amoy, Chunking, Hankow, Kunming, Nanking and 


to leave China has yet been given by 


d whether permission 
u fa 0, are being cit itis Majesty's Consul-General in Shanghai. (Monday Tih May} 


La neater 


The reply to the first part of 

Flag A this question has already been given in a 
iceman © written answer on 21st March. The decision 
| eg to close these posts was taken in view of. the 
ANSWERED @ MAY 1951 reduced numbers of British subjects and 
interests in the districts concerned and of 

| REPLY ATTACHED. adninistrative difficulties in maintaining 

L. an and staffing the posts. It was decided 
that we should concentrate on maintaining 

the posts at Shanghai, Tientsin and Canton, 
where there are substantial British interests. 


Ze Of the yvosts mentioned in the 
question, Kunming was closed on 14th April, 
while the others are in process of closing. 


ae H.M. Consul-General at Shanghai, 

Mr. &.L.Burdett, applied for his exit visa 

on 31st January and it was granted on 24th 

March. He left Shanghai on 1st April and 
has now left China. He is coming home on 
leave and is due to return to Shanghai. 

Mr. K. Bumstead, an officer of Grade VI, is 
in charge in his absence. 


4. British subjects normally have to 

wait anything from two weeks to two months 

for an exit visa, occasionally much longer. 

It was feared that the Chinese authorities 

might be deliberately holding H.M. Consul- 
General back. H.M. Chargé d'Affaires took 

up the matter with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affaires in Peking but was given an unhelpful @ 
reply. The visa was however granted shortly | 4 
afterwards. : 
5. H.M. Chargé d'Affaires at Peking 

has recently taken up with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs the general question of a 
difficulties and delays experienced by British | 
subjects in connection with travel permits. 
It is too early to say what result these 
representations may have. As regards 
reciprocity of treatment over visas for. 
Chinese, we are in consultation ‘with the Home 
Office. 


ts Mr. Fitzroy Maclean raised the 
question of the exit permit of H.M. Consul 
General at Shanghai in a supplementary 
question on 23rd April. 
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RECEIVED IN 
DIVISION 


A draft reply is attached which has— 
been cleared with Personnel Department. 


VS H. Sateck. 


(J.S.H. Skattock) 
uth May. 1951 


Consular Posts 


57. Mr. F. Maclean asked the Secretary 
of State for Foregn Affairs in what cir- 
cumstances His Majesty’s Consulates at 
Amoy, Chunking, Hankow, Kunming, 
Nanking and Tsingtao, are being closed ; 
and whether permission to leave China 
has yet been given by the Chinese autho- 
rities to His Majesty’s Consul-General in 
Shanghai. 


Mr. Younger: For the first part of 
the Question I refer the hon. Member to 
the answer given to my hon. Friend the 
Member for Edge Hill (Mr. Irvine) on 
2ist March. The answer to the second 
part is, “ Yes ; he has now left China.” 
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DRAPT REPLY TO - For the first part of the question I 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION 

No. 29 = MONDAY, 7th refer. the honourable Member to the answer 
MACLEAN, . . given to the honourable; Member for Eagellill 


on 2lst March, The answer to the second 
part is Yes, 


Notes for Supplementaries. 
Q - What arrangements are being made for the 


protection of British interests at these | 
places ? 
The protection of British interests in the 
districts concerned will be transferred to 
other posts. There is no intention of 
closing Consular posts at Shanghai, 
Tientsin and Canton where there are 
substantial British interests. 
How long did H.M. Consul-General have to 
wait for his exit permit 7? 
- Seven weeks » He appl ied on January 3lst 
end the permit was granted on March 2th. 
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Were representations made ? 

H.M. Chargé d'Affaires at Peking raised 
the matter with the Chinese Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

Is H.M.G. aware of the difficulties 


experienced by British subjects in obtaining | 


exit permits? 

Yes, Sir. I am aware that the position 
is unsatisfactory. ~ H.M. Chargé d'Affaires 
at Peking has recently taken up with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs the question 


of travel permits for British subjects. 
Will you take steps to introduce the 


principle of reciprocity when dealing with 
applications for visas for Chinese wishing 
to enter British territory? 

A. I will bear this suggestion in mind. 
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So far, of the posts being closed down, only Hankow 
has Mamaxeixkaxauaxt been left alone by the local 
atithorities. Kunming, Chungking, Nanking and Amoy have 
‘all suffered inconvenience or humiliation. This all 
seems to indicate actual directives from Peking. 

e*This case presents some particularly undesirable 
features. Apart from the accusations of lyin; the 
threats,anmai the questioning and the withdrawal of Mme 
}his exit permit, kuaxtactxthatxmexwxMexkekiaxrdxwan 
compekiadxkaxxignxanxundertakingxkaakxne xwanidxaxaees 
ASKAexhaxeexBURKkaeetxxkx Me xRKKakxwaaxKaunsxXRxRis 
KRxRKRexXRRRaRaxkaxmsanxkaxkxkexhkas the undertaking 
which Mr.Eckford was been compelled to sign appears 
to be designed to make him deny any Consular immunity 
which he mmy possess. 
| SeMr.Eckford is not a regular member of the 
| Foreign Servéce; I understand that he wkiixke has 
resigned his temporary appointment but that he will 
remain in our employment until the end of his leavee 
‘The telegram within appears to indicate that the 
Consulate-General has been closed. This does not 
however affect the fact that Mr-.Eckford is entitled to 
the normal immunity from, arrest and from judicial process 
in respect of acts performed in the course of Meter hes 
official duties. I think that we must aecept that this 
‘incident arose out of Mr-Eckford's official position and 
| dutLes 

As AS Mr. Lanib suggests in his telecdam no. €20 (in Ré 
Poie98/65, there ,is nothing more to, be done for the 
moment. “e certa*hly do not want to encourage any 
publicity» Rapwitetpanene. 


I submit a draft telegram. 
“% 


aa. for any obs. on | 
para. 3- above, 


I would not be too sure that the evidence 
avgilable at the present time is of a kind to enable 
us to malntain the view that this case arose out of 
Mr Eckford's consular duties. It is my belief that 
the commonly recognised consular immunity from 
prosecution in réspect of official acts extends only 
to acts performed in the discharge of consular 
duties as generally agreed in international practice 
[ am not sure that the custody of property or papers 
on behalf of any person other than a citizen of the 
State represented is in fact a consular duty in 
respect of which immunity could be claimed in accord 
with the general principle. Might it not be arguab 1 
that Mr Eekford's involvement in the custody or 
alleged custody, of Mr Beorter's packet arose, not ou 
of the performance of consular duties, but out of so 
act performed in his private capac $ | 
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Cypher/OTP 


ir. Lamb ia 
No. 922 D. Jedd Delle 10th May,1951. 
10th May,1951. Re 5042 Dem. 10th May,1951. 
CONFIDENTIAL fs - ¥e J L er 
My two immediately preceding telegrams. Following is text 


of my letter to \ir. Huan Hsiang. 
[Begins]. 


I have received a report from Mr. Eckford in Tsingtao that 
he was called to the Police Station on the evening of 3rd May 
to answer a statement by a Mr. Boerter, a Chinese citizen, of 
German origin at present under detention, that Mr. Exckford had a 
packet of Mr. boerter’s in his possession. On Mr. Eckford's 
denying this, he was accused of lying and threatened with arrest... 


2. After 3 hours questioning Mr. Eckford was informed that his 
exit permit was cancelled until the matter was settled. He was 
finally made to sign an undertaking that if the packet were found 
in his keeping he agreed to being punished by the People's 
Government. Mr, Eekford was only permitted to return hom after 
he had found a guarantor for his good: behaviour. 


3. In bringing this matter to your attention I cannot but stress 

the unfavourable impression which this high-handed treatment of 

Mr. Kekford is bound to make on His Majesty's Government and public 

opinion in the United Kingdom. I would cordially request that the 

local authorities concerned be directed to reinstate Mr, Eckford's 

exit permit so that, now that his office is closed, he may be enable to 

leave Tsingtao at an early date and without further difficulties. 
[Ends }. 
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May 18th, 1951 ~ Veltepam. May 18th, 1951, 


4 


Your telegram No. 920 [of May 10th: His Majesty's 
Consul General at Tsingtao]. 


- approve your action, 


* 


» Your paragraph 3. agree. Please keep me 


: 


informed of any developments.. 


ie: 
China and Korea Department,. 


Personnel Department, 
Consular Department. 
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SECRET JF < inp Jos 
Addressed to Foreign Office ‘téte 


Repeated for information to Singapore 
Hong Kong 


My telegram No. 223 to Foreign Office only: defences 


at Amoy. pie grfir 
His Majesty’s Vice Consul reported on 26th April as 
follows. 


[Begins }. 
Work has continued in [gp. undec.]. At present time a 


large and deep reinforced concrete bunker or fixed gun platform 
(it is too early to say which) is in process of construction 
10 yards from my residence. 
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My telegram No: 920. Tsingtao. 


His Majesty's Consul-General was called to the 
police station again on 6th May. He again denied 
receiving any parcel from Boerter. After further 
questioning of Boerter police returned with a letter 
from Boerter asking His Majesty's Consul-General to hand 
over a parcel in the name of Halling. This His Majesty's 
Consul-General did at once. 


2. His Majesty's Consul-General's exit permit is 
however still withheld. He reports that his treatment 
by the police was anything but pleasant. 


DISTRIBUTED TO: 
China and Korea Department. 
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4a 
HIS Majesty's C. dG'A. at Peking. 
presents his compliments toH, M.P.S Se for PoAey F. O., 
and has the honour to trans 
documents. 


relega 


oo a’ eeeves 3 


3rd, May, L251 9-7......, PK... 


Reference to previous correspondence : 
Foreign Office telegram No. N11 of lst Mey, 1951. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. _ Subject. 


To Ministry of Foreign Detention of Miss L 
Affairs No. 93 of 3rd / ce 


Copied +t 


Nanking 


(94794 [82578] (8) 


; 
> 


No. 93 (18922/20/51) a 


Copied to s Foreign Office No. 170 of 3rd May, 1951. 


Hie Britannic Majesty's Charge d'affaires presents 
his compliments to the Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and on the ingtructions of His Majesty's Government has the 
honour to bring the following matter to his attention. 


| 2. On the afternoon of March 26th Mr. North 
learned that Miss Langren, a British subject, had been de~ 
tained by the local authorities at Nanking, He acc 

at once proceeded to the Foreign Nationale Control Section 
of the Public Security Bureau in Nanking to make enquiries 
and to gee if he could assist the lady. Unfortunately the 
normal hours at which the Foreign Nationals Control Section 
hold interviews was past and i. North's interpreter was 
not available. Because, however , the matter was urgent 

Mre North nevertheless asked for an interview with the 
Section and at the sane time in view of his limited com- 
mand of the Chinese language asked if there was an official 
who knew English to whom he might the more readily explain 
his business. 


3e¢ Over three weeks later, on April 17th, Ure 
North was summoned to the Foreign Nationale Control Section 
: apologise for hie intervention in 


FO 371/92381 


Expulsion of G. Fox-Holmes, 
Consul-General at Tihwa for 
alleged criminal acts 
(1951) 
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4 Li Majesty’ 3 C oo "A. | | at : Peking 
nts his compliments to H.M.P.S. of S. for F 


Paks , 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 


documents. 


British.... 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Foreign Office telegram No. 711 of ist May. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


Translation from New Fress release on the 
China Daily, Nanking, intervention of Mr, 
of 23rd April, 1981. North in the case 
l/ of Miss Langren of 
| oacred Heart Orpha- 
nage. 
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TRANSLATION 


New China Daily, Nanking, 23rd April, 1951. 


A BRITISH NATIONAL MAKES UNREASONABLE APPROACHES TO 
THE GOVERNMENT AND INTERFERES WITH THE RIGHTEOUS 
DECISION OF THE FEOPLE'S COURT IN REGARD TO LANGREN; 
HE ADMITS FAULT AND MAKES APOEROGY AFTER BEING CEN- 
SURED AND EDUCATED. 


(NCNA, 21st, Nanking) - 


P.A. North, a British national (lst Secretary of former 
British Embassy at Nanking), interferes with the decision 
of the Nanking People's Court in regard to Langren, a 
Catholic sister and British national, and made unreasona- 
ble approaches to the People’s Government. After he has 
been repeatedly educated by the ub abel ol vbeence gg Control 
Section of the Nanking Municipal Public Security Bureau, 


he admitted his fault and has formally apologized to the 
Government today. 


The cruel injury of Chinese children by Langren, 
a Catholic sister and British national, has aroused the 
bitter hatred of the people in Nanking. After a decision 
to punish her was announced by the People's Court, P.A. 
North, a British national, even (sic) interfered with the 
righteous decision of our People's Government in regard 
to the criminal act of Langren. On 26th March, after he 
had @runk wine, he broke into our Foreign Nationals 
Control Seétion and, unreasonably in the name of a British 
"Consul", questioned about the circumstances and place 
of detention of Langren. He wanted to see Langren and 


asked the Government personnel to talk with him in English._| 


On the morning of the next day (27th) North again went 
to the Foreign Nationals Control Section, stated that he 
had received instructions from the British Government to 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


PEKING. 


(18929¥42/51). 21st April, 1951. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Fat iia 


Sn ie Se a , 


oir, 


I have the honour: to enclose a copy of despatch 
No. 6 of the 10th April from His Majesty's Vice Consul- 
in-charge at Chungking about the billeting of Chinese 
troops in transit in the Consulate premises. 


Se I consider that Mr. Mitchell acted with commendable 
good sense in this matter, and that the action he took 

was the only possible course in the circumstances. It is 
satisfactory that the troops behaved themselves, but, even 
so, the action of the military authorities is quite 
inexcusable and under ordinary circumstances would reguire 
a strong protest. At present, however, as the Consulate 
General at Chungking is in process of being closed, a 
protest would serve no useful purpose aml might only make 
things more difficult for Mr. Mitchell in leaving. fThe 
attitude of the authorities in the South west is so uncertain 
that I am anxious to get Mr. Mitchell away with as little 
trouble as possible - in this connexion I would refer you 

= to my telegram No. '684 and its following telegrams. Unless 
“ therefore you instruct me to the contrary I propose to take 
no further action about this case. 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


i i 


(L. He Lamb ) 


The Right Honourable 
Herbert Morrison, M.P., 
etc., . ete., etc., 
His Majesty's Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. 


BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 
Chungking. 


10th April, 1951. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to refer to my telegrams 30 and dl. 


Before the despatch referred to in my telegram 50 
was sent, the troops had moved out from this Consulate 
General. I have the honour therefore to present a brief 
report on the course of their occupation. 


On the 4th April a billeting officer and four men 
called to see me and asked permission for troops in transit 
to occupy my house. I replied that I was unable to give 
permission for troops to occupy a British Consulate, and 
after some discussion they left. They later returned, and 
declared that as there were no diplomatic relations between 
our two countries my objection was invalid. After some 
amicable discussion I repeated that I could not give my 
consent but that if troops insisted on occupying the building | 
I could not prevent them. The billeting officer inspected 4 
the house, and at first proposed to allow me the use of my : 
bedroom and bathroom, and to take over the rest of the 
house, I.eventually secured the use of my drawing room 
Jet not a room) and two offices, mine and the Chinese 
clerks’ 


On the 6th April 8 soldiers arrived at 9 pom I had 
prepared the house for their occupation, am found them 
courteous and réady to co-operate with me in such matters 
as the water-supply and the preparation of food. Apart from 
a natural curiosity they seemed anxious to avoid disrupting 
my office and household routine. 


On Sunday the 8th April, the officer in charge announced 
that his men were leaving, and invited me to inspect the 
house. He offered men to clean the floors, and wished to 
pay for the electricity and water they had used. I declined 
the offer of help, and made a token charge of JMP.10,000 for 
the’ light and water. 


I have the honour to report that no damage or loss was 
suffered as a result of the occupation. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
_ Your obedient Servant, 


- (Sgda) (F. E. Mitchell). 
Vice-Consul in Charge. 


H. BM, Charge d'affaires, 
British Embassy, | 
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No. 81 
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Sir, 


I refer to your despateh No, 152 of the 2ist, April, 


¥ 


. 


in which you reported an incident in which Chinese 


troops were billeted in His Majesty's Consuleate- 


General at Chungking. 


\ 


\ 


concur in your propossl to take no further sction 
\ v 


about this case. 
I um, with grest truth, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


(Por the Secretary of State) 


LeHe Lamb, EBQe » ColleGe ge Boke, 
Ctee, (O0Ge, OtGe, 
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Far Eastern . 
China and Korea, e 


Parliamentary Question 


. Mr. Fatztoy ‘Maclean;-—To ask the. feinatinn sik State for Foreign Affairs, what reply has 
been received from. she «Chinese Government to-‘the protests addressed to them by His 
Nabe. S: Government. CORRES the treatment, of .His sist S. Lone at Tihwa and 


Ee 


_—- 


——_ = —- - 


ANSWERED * 6JUN 195] 
REP. « ATTACHED. 


T 


6 .JUN 1951 


Tihwa.e In December 1950 His Majesty's 
Consul General at Tihwa was interrogated 

by the local authorities and after being 
subjected to various indignities and ill- 
treatment was expelled from the country , 
allegedly for espionage. The New China News 
Agency later released an entirely false 
account of the events leading to his 
expulsion. His Majesty's Chargé d'affaires 
at Peking, acting under instructions, made 
representations to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on 9th February and again on 19th 
Fehnruarye On 3rd March the Chinese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs sent an unsatisfactory 
replye 


2e Since we had already clearly recorded 
our refusal to accept the Chinese version and 
Since further strongly worded representations 
might induce the Chinese to retaliate by making — 
difficulties for His Majesty's Consular officers | 4 
still in China, it was decided after | 
| consultation with the Minister of State to delay | | 


any further note to the Chinese until 
{inventories of the property of His Majesty's 
Government and of His Majesty's Consul-—General 
and his staff had been prepared and sent to 
Peking. This has now been done. When the 
inventories arrive in Peking, probably towards 
the end of this month, His Majesty's Chargé 
a'affaires at Peking will be instructed to 
send a further note to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs primarily designed to ensure 

recovery of the property. In their letter 

of 5rd March the Chinese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said that on receipt of a list of 

Mr. Fox-Holmes’ property, the latter would be 
sent to Peking for delivery. 


3. Several Parliamentary Questions 

were asked about this incident earlier in the 
year and a good deal of strong feeling 

was displayed from the Opposition benches. 
The latest of these (March 12th) is attached. 


4. Nanking. On 21st April His Majesty' 
Consul at Nanking was forced by the local 
authorities there to sign an apology for his 
conduct when intervening on behalf of a British 
subject (an Irish nun) who had been detained. 

On end May, acting under instructions, His 
Majesty's Chargé d'affaires at Peking protested 
to the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs about 
the deplorable manner in which His Majesty's 
Consul waswercated. No reply has been received, 


previous Question asked by Mr. eA Srey 
faclean on May is attached. 


[560 


5, The Chinese regard His Majesty's 
Chargé d'affaires as being in Peking merely 
to negotiate fhe establishment of diplomatic 
relations. It is unusual for any reply to be 
received to a protest made by him. The answer 
ziven @h the Tihwa case was quite unexpected. 


6. Draft reply submitted, which has been 
cleared with Consular Departmente 


® * 


(J.S.H. Shattock) 


th June, L ° 


Ait Seett 


a 


CHINA | 


H.M. Consuls, Tihwa and 
Nanking 


1. Mr. Fitzroy Maclean asked the | 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs | 
what reply has been received from the 
Chinese Government to the protests 
addressed to them by His Majesty’s 
Government concerning the treatment of | 
His Majesty’s Consuls at Tihwa and 
Nanking. | 


The Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs (Mr. Herbert Morrison): No 
reply has been received to the protest 
about the treatment of His Majesty’s 
Consul at Nanking. As regards the treat- | 
ment of His Majesty’s Consul-General at | 
Tihwa, no communication has _ been 
received from the Chinese Government 
Other than that mentioned in the reply 
given to the hon. Member on 12th March. 


Mr. Maclean: Does the right hon. 
Gentleman consider that at this time 
when British Consular officers are being 
physically ill treated and _ publicly 
humiliated by the Chinese Government, 
this is the moment to plead with that 
Government to be allowed to establish 
full diplomatic relations? 


Mr. Morrison : I did not know that we | 
were in the position of pleading. It is 
well known that we are willing to. 
establish full diplomatic relations, but 
there have been difficulties at the other 
end. I should like to take this oppor- 
tunity to pay tribute to the British Con- 

_ Sular Service in China, which has been 

- working very bravely in most difficult _ 

_ conditions. I am sure the House will ~ ° 
| Join with me in this expression. | 


BG UUN 196; 


® 


* 


, 


x VA Mr. Fitzroy Maclean,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, what reply has 
been received from the Chinese Government to the protests addressed to them by His 
Majesty’s Government concerning the treatment of His Majesty’s Consuls at Tihwa and 


Nanking. 


DRAFT REPLY TO 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION 
Re. 14 
(Mr. Fitzroy Maclean) 
Wednesday, 6th June 


No reply has been received to the 
protest about the treatment of His Majesty's 
Consul at Nanking. As regards the treatment 
of His Majesty's Consul—General at Tihwa, 
no communication has been received from the 
Chinese Government other than that mentioned 


in the reply given to the Honourable Member 


— on 12th March. 


Notes for Supplementaries 


Question: In the absence of a satisfactory 


explanation by the Chinese Government what 
further action is it proposed to take? 

Answer: The Chinese Government have been 
left in no doubt about His Majesty's 
Government's disapproval of the treatment 
given to His Majesty's Consular Officers in 
these two cases. No purpose would be served 
by further representations about His Majesty's 
Consul at Nanking. As regerds the expulsion 
of His Majesty's Consul-Generel from Tihwa, 


-/inventories 


inventories of the property of His Majesty's 
Government and of His Majesty's Consul-General 
have been prepared and sent to His Majesty's 
Chargé a'Affaires at Peking; as soon as they 
arrive in Peking, a further note will be sent 


to the Chinese Government. 


Question: What arrangements will be made to 


safeguard His Majesty's Government's property 
at Tihwa? 
Answer: The further note to the Chinese Government 


will be designed to cover this point. 


Question: Does His Majesty's Government propose 


to keep His Majesty's Consular Officers in China? 
Answer: Arrangements are at present being made 
to close a number of Consular posts in China owing 
to administrative difficulties in keeping posts 
staffed and the reduction in numbers of the British 
* commis eae. but it is the intention to keep the 
Consulates General at Tientsin, Shanghai and Canton 


open. 


Question: What purpose do His Majesty's Consuls 


serve by remaining in China? 
Answer: Their presence does much to maintain 
the morale of the British communities in China. 


They can also carry out notarial functions and 


certain other Consular duties and give assistance 


and advice to British subjects. 
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My telegram No, 965, 4 1€* |  %) 


On May 14th His Majesty’s Consul General Tsingtao 
to make an apology to the Public Safety Bureau which read as 
follows, 


"I take this opportunity of tending my apology for the 
misunderstanding with regard to the packet required by you 
from Mr, Boerter, I must assure you that had I knowm that the 
packet required was Mr, Halling’s I would have handed it over 
immediately, It all appears to have been the result of a 
misunderstanding which I greatly regret", 


26 subgequently His Majesty’s Consul General was 
informed that this apology was inadequate and had to sign a 
further apology reading 


"I beg to tender deep and sincere apology for not 
handing the package given to me by Mr, Boerter immediately 
upon your request and for denying that I had it in my possession." 


¢ His Majesty's Consul General"s exit permit still 
remains cancelled, 


China and Kerea Department 
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Please see also FC 1892/ 75- Both telegrams have 
been given China Political distribution. 


The background of the case is that on the 16th 
January a Mr. Buerter, a an national with Chinese 
papers who Was agent tor, sish property in Tsingtao, 
was arrested by, the Chinese authorities. On the 35rd 
May His Majesty's Consul General was summoned to the 
Police Station to answer a statement by Mr. Buerter 
that he had a packet of his in safe keeping. When he 
denied this he was accused of lying and 
threatened with arrest. After three hours’ questioning 

he was told that his exit permit was cancelled yntil 
(How disposed of) the affair was settled. He was compelled to sign a 
oe bond agreeing to accept punishment if the packet was 
@) ee dD found in his “(Plees: and to find a guarantor of his 


good conduct. (Please see FC 1892/65) On the 6th ~~. 
May he was again called to the Police Station, and | 
after again denying that the packet was in his 
“possession he was’ asked to hand over a parcel deposited 
with him in the name of Mr. Halling. He did so 
at once. His exit permit was still with—held and he 
reported that his treatment by the police was 
“anything but pleasant". On the 10th May, His 
Majesty's Charg d'affaires made representations to the 
mamas Ministry of Foreign Affairs (FC 1892/67 at 

ag A). 


His Majesty's Charg§:d'affaires now reports that 
His Majesty's Consul General has been compelled to 
Sign two apologies for his action in this incident, 
the terms of which are outrageous. He recommends that 
representations now.%o beimade should confine themselves 
to the qestion of His Majesty's Consul General's exit 


permit and that no publicity ayense ue ven for the 
time being. “ 


In the similar case when His Majeety' ai nsul at 
Nanking was compelled to apologise to the local 
authorities, His Majesty's Chargé d'affaires protested 
formally against the treatment to which His Naseer: 


3945] /Co neul 


Consul was subjected (please see FC 1892/62 at Flag B). 
That case had, however, not been linked up with 
His Majesty's Consul’s exit permit. 


I think we must accept His Majesty's Chargé d'affair 
recommendation to hold off any publicity or protest 
for as long as possible in the hope that His Majesty's 
Consul General will get Yass his,exit permit. Once he, is 
out of China, we Bhould make a strong protest to the 
Chinese, together with a public statement here. It. is, 
unfortunately possible that ‘the news may meanwhile Teak’ 
out (e.g. through a British subject arriv ag 48 in Hong... eras 
Kong) and we might-be-facead“with some’critiétém - ~~?" ~~ 
here for not having made the matter public s goner. | TR 
should be noted ‘that. complaints ‘were Fnade in She House 
of Commons that we had with-held information about the 
expulsion of ‘His Majesty's Consul General ‘from Tihwa. 
Please see the second supplementary to Parliamentary | 
Question at FC 1892/23 at Flag C.. In this case, however, | 
I think we should be justified in replying that it was 
not in the public interest to publish the facts of the 
case until His Majesty's Consul General was out of 
China. 


I suggest that these two telegrams might be given 
Foreign Office and Whitehall distribution, since it is 
likely to become a matter of some public interest. 


I submit a draft telegram. 


@ «: 


| (KeRe Oakeshott) 
13 th Junes 1951. 


Cypher/OTP 


Mr. Lamb 


Ne, 1102 D. 1.02 poem. 12th June, 1951 


My immediately Pree: telegram, 


His Majesty's Consul General states the sittai | so wore me out (@ 

in numerous interviews ef many heurs' duration that I had | 

ultimately te sign the fellewing with the utmost reluctance". As 

you are aware, His Majesty’s Consul General is an elderly man (I 

peaseve he is nearly 70) and I de net think he can be blamed fer 
€ second apelegy, ebnexious though it is, 


2, While I feel that such treatment should not pass without 
pretest, I fear that te pretest te the Ministry of Fereign Affairs @& 
new might only further prejudice Eckfoerd’s chances ef getting away. 4 
I would therefore prepese, subject te your appreval, te limit ny | | 
action at present te written request te Ministry ef Fereign Affairs @ 
regarding issue ef exit visa and te witheld pretest until later in | 
the hepe that he can first get out of China, and se be quoted more 
effectively without fear of adverse consequences te himself, I 
therefore sincerely hope that it will be possible te continue to 
avoid publicity in the United Kingdem and Clsewhere. Se far as I 
am aware this incident has net been given publicity in China as 
had been the case in regard te Mr, Nerth at Nanking. 


China and Keréa Department 
Persennel Department 
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Telegram. 


No. : A493 


[3-6-3 ) 


Cypher. 


Distribution :-— 


Foreign Office 
and Whitehall 


ROUTINE 


po priority 
DEFRRRED 
ei Your telegrams Nos. 1101, and 1102 


[of 12th June: / His Iie co Consul 


ney oF at Tsingtao]. 


bedcaae . 
agree that His Majesty’ 8 Consul General 
is—net—_te—be_biamed;: 


C please so inform a 


2.e 1 approve proposed action. & ck 


avoid bhbek eB G Soe Se 


Var,reRe tiieeg = 


pe—aveided, -OneceHis—Mejesty's—Constt— 
te 0ul sb 
General . ey ae a strongay worded 


protest Aypabh ek ty in this country 


will en dd Ge unavorsable . /\ 


3. It is not clear from your telegram 
No. 1101 en=wret—dete His Majesty's Consul 
General was forced to sign second apology. 


Please clarify. 


i. Please report wren=epmepaesed action 
*+e taken and any further developments, 


Vey, — 
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Cypher/OT? 
FC 1892/76 


FROK 


No. 893 De 11.15 a.m. Uith June, 1951. 


13th June, 1951. 


ONFIDE 


_ Your telegrams Nos. 1101 and 1102 [of 12th June: Forced 
apology by His Majesty's Consul General at Tsingtao]. 


This is a bad case. I agree that His Majesty’s Consul 
General could not have acted otherwise under the circumstances; 
please so inform hin. 


I approve proposed action, We will try to avoid publicity 
until. His Majesty's Consul Gneral has left the country but once 
he is out of China, a strong protest accompanied by suitable 
publicity in this country will very likely be unavoidable. I 
find it difficult to pass in silence these indignities and 
humiliations to which His wT. s Consular officers are being 
sub jected. 


3. It is not clear from your telegram No. 1101 when His 
Majesty’s Consul General was forced to sign second apology. 
Please clarify. 


4. Please report action taken and any further 
developments. 


ey 4 PE es 
hat 1AM Mes pee 


Spe ee ORD hate q ate 
Be ne a Es a aaa 


5 es 
ge 
pa 
1 
ae 
eR 

be 
er 

7 
J, 
¥ ‘s 


HIS Majesty's GO. dA. at Decing 1a 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S.S,. for Fels, FeO., 
and has the honour to transmit to him the ‘under-mentioned 


documents. | 
British. Embassy y-..:... 7 es 
Peki ° 
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Reference to previous correspondence: 
Peking telegram No. 922 of 10th May, 1951. 
Description of Enclosure. | E147 


Naine and Date. Subject. 


Ministry of Forei Mr. Eckford's exit permit. 
Affairs No, 102,0 3 


94794 [32678] (8) 


1 Hsing Kuo Lu, 
Peking, 


10th May, 1951. 
Noe 102 (189/21/51). 


Copied tos Foreign Office Noe 186 of 10th May, 1951. 


I have received a report from Mr. Eckford in 
Tsingtao that he was called to the police station on the 
evening of May 3rd to answer a statement by a Mr. Boerter, 
a Chinese citisen of German origin at present under de~ 
tention, that ir, Eckford had a packet of Mr. Boerter's 
in his possession. On Mr, Eekford's denying this, he 
was accused of lying and threatened with arrest. 


2 After three hours questioning Mr. ®ekford 
was informed that hie exit permit was cancelled until the 
matter was settled. He was finally made to sign an under= 
taking that if the packet were found in his keeping he 
agreed to being punished by the Poople's Government. re 
Eekford was only permitted to return home after he had 
found a guarantor for his good behaviour, 


3. In bringing thie matter to your attention 
I cannot but stress the unfavourable impression which 
this highehanded treatment of lir, Eckford is bound to 
make on His Majesty's Government and public opinion in 
the United Kingdom. I would at the sane time request 
that the local authorities concerned be directed to ree 
instate Mr. "ckford's exit permit so that, now that his 
office is closed, he may be enable to leave Tsingtao 
at an early date and without further difficulties. 


FROM ie br limaonlany 
forol 3, Loerla 


via L0G 


Received in 


ey 


WRITTEN ANSWER 


BRITISH CHARGE D’AFFAIRES IN 
PEKIN 


Lorp CALVERLEY§ asked His 
Majesty's. Government what is the status 
of His Britannic Majesty’s representative | 
in Pekin; whether he has freedom. of. 
movement and enjoys the usual courtesies 
and privileges granted to diplomatic per- | 
sonages. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY UNDER- | 
SECRETARY oF STATE _ FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Lorp HENDER- 
SON): The Chinese Government accept 
His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires in 
that capacity to discuss preliminary and 
procedural matters on the establishment 
of diplomatic relations. Like all foreign 
residents in Pekin, he is free to move 
within a radius: of about ten miles from 
the city wall without restriction and with- 
out. special permission, but special — 
arrangements with the authorities would 
have to be made for any movement out- ~ 
side that.area. He is accorded the usual — 
diplomatic courtesies and privileges of | 
his position. 


c@e PERSONNEL . 


Parliamentary Question 


+The Lord Calverley —To ask His Majesty’s Government” what is the status of His Britannic 
Majesty’s representative in Pekin; whether he has freedom of movement and enjoys 
the usual courtesies and privileges granted to diplomatic personages... [14th June.] 
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Parliamentary Question 


+The Lord Calverley — To ask His Majesty’s Government what is the status of His 
Majesty's representative in Pekin; whether he has freedom of movement a 
vo" the usual courtesies and privileges granted to diplomatic personages... 


I 4 JUN 195] 


Britannic 
nd enjoys 


hb nea tlept. 
| Two similar questions have already 


Flags A, B been asked in the House of Commons, covering 
all the points raised here except that 

about freedom of movement. 

2: The Chinese accept His Majesty's 
Chargé d'Affaires in Peking as the British 
Government representative for negotiations 4 
on the establishment of diplomatic relations. | 
We informed the Chinese Government that a 
pending the appointment of an Ambassador, 

he was nominated as His Majesty's Chargé 
d'Affaires ad interim. He is given all 

the normal courtesies and privileges granted 

to diplomatic personages. 


Be As far as freedom of movement is 
concerned, it is unlikely that the Chinese 
would give His Majesty's Chargé d‘'Affaires 
permission to travel outside the immediate 
vicinity of Peking. Since, however, 
there has been no occasion to ask the 
Chinese for this permission, there would 
be no point in mentioning this at the 
present time. 


ui. Draft reply submitted, which has 
been cleared with Protocol Department. 


Vi VA, istoect. 


(J.S.H. Shattock) 
43th June, 1951 


DRAFT REPLY TO The Chinese Government accept 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION 


His Majesty's Chargé da'Affaires in that 
The Lord Calverley 
(Thursday, 14th June) capacity to discuss preliminary and 
procedural matters on the establishment 
of diplomatic relations. Like all 
foreign residents in Peking, he is free 
to move within a radius of about ten miles 
from the city wall without restriction and 
without special permission, but special 


arrangements with the authorities would 


have to be made for any movement outside 


that area. He is accorded the usual 


diplomatic courtesies and privileges. & 


whee 


Notes for Supplementaries a 
Question: Is His Majesty's Chargé a'affaire! , 


able to make representations to the Chinese 


Government and are these representations 
effective? 

Answer: Yes. His Majesty's Chargé 
ad'Affaires has access to the Chinese 
authorities and is able to make 


representations. They are sometimes 


effective. 


fQuestion 


Question: Has His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires 
been received by the Chinese Minister for 
Foreign Affairs or by Mao Tse-tung? 

Answer: No. He is normally received 

by the Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs or 
by the Head of the Department dealing with 


Western Europe. 


If asked for details of diplomatic 


courtesies and privileges, reference may be 


made to the fact that a King's Messenger 


is allowed to travel to Peking once a month, an J 


thet His Majesty's Chargé d*Affaires ia allowed 


confidéntial telegraphic communication, and 


that he may import wines, tobacco, etc., free 


of duty — 


You have the papers. 


If the same reply is 
m6 hy erhaps you 
Will return them, please. 


(Sgd.) D.N.ROYCE 
15/6. 


China & Korea Dept. 


We do not want to 
alter the reply. 
presume the sentence added 
at *% on the reply will not 
be included. 


(Sed.) K.R. Oakeshott. 
1S, 


tte y *" 
ar Xe , 


14t June, 1951. 


The Lord Calverle TO ask His Majesty's Government 
wnat 18’the status of His Britannic Majesty's 
representative in Pekin; whether he has_~ - 
freedom of movement and enjoys the usual 
courtesies and privileges granted to 
diplomatic personages. 


Lord Henderson replied:-— 


The Chinese Government accept His Majesty's 
Charge d'Affaires in that capacity to discuss preliminary 
and procedural matters on the establishment of diplomatic 
relations. Like all foreign residents in Peking, he is 
free to move within a radius of about ten miles from the 
city wall without restriction and without special 
permission, but special arrangements with the authorities 
would have to be made for any movement outside that area. 
He is accorded the usual diplomatic courtesies and 


privileges of his position. 


AN ‘. (fs | 7S 
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Notes for Supplementaries 


Question: Is His Majesty's Chargé6 d'Affaires able to 


make representations to the Chinese Government am are 


these representations effective? 


Answer: Yes. His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires has 
access to the Chinese authorities and is able to make 


representations. They are sometimes effective. 


Question: Has His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires been 


received by the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs or 


by Mao Tse-tung*? 


Answer: No. He is normally received by the 
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs or by the Head of 
the Department dealing with Western Europe. 


Note: 


If asked for details of diplomatic courtesies 
and privileges, reference may be made to the fact 
that a King's Messenger is allowed to travel to 
Peking once a month, and His Majesty's Chargé d'affaires 


is allowed confidential telegraphic communication 


and that he may import wines, tobacco, etc., free of 
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telegram No: 893: His Majesty's Consul-General 


S apology. 


His Majesty's Consul-General reports that né lecal 
publicity has been given to this matter. The date of 
his second apelegy was 22nd May. His exit permit 
‘still not been granted. I am accordingly sending a 
written request to Ministry of Foreign Affairs te expedite 
the issue, 
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Peking. 
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British Consulate-General, 
AMOY. 


Sth June, 1951 


Dear Chancery, 


Two things have arisen here which may produce yet 
further delay 


rvants have complained against me to the local 
authoritie e of these is the caretaker mentioned in my 
letter Ko.64. applied to return to Foochow and the euthori- 


isc ho a Beste 


ties have so far refused him. JI do not Know the actual terms 
Of the "Complaint but I understand it refers to his claim for 

a boy while working as a caretaker and states that I 

en unfair in not appointing him as a caretaker on closure. 

instigated by the husband of my wash 

amah who has also complained that I was rude to him and unfair 
in that I did not give him temporary employment while awaiting 
my exit permit. wash amah herself went inland nearly three 
months ago to a land redistribution having orig cinally asked 
for three days le during which her husband would do the wash- 
ing so when I paid him off 1 made it quite clear that I was : 
makine other temporary arrangements-until I left China. He also 
28 Tron) how. I need hardly add that there is no reality 
in the rounds for these compla ints which are nothing but attempts 
to blackmail. Nevertheless the authorities are certain to sift 
them to the utmost. : 


after weeks of indecision the Amoy Ferry Company decided 
to purchase the Consulate motor Sampan. Meanwhile the engine 
had been removed and stored in the office. On Wednesday the 
Company came to complete the transaction and having made the 
necessary arrangements with the Qustoms to pay the import dues 
produced to me a certificate to that effect. At the last 
moment the Company decided they would need to test the engine 
before completing the deal..1I agreed and let them take it to 
their workshops in Amoy on the written understanding that the 
matter would be settled this morning or the engine returned. 
On Wednesday afternoon I reported the transactioh to the Public 
Safety Bureau at the request of the Customs. This morning ins- 
tead of coming to complete the deal the Ferry Company informed 
me that the Customs required a letter of introduction from the 
Bureau in order that they could complete their part. J went to 
the Bureau to get this letter which I understood was merely a . 
matter of form and was told that the orders of Higher authority 
must be-awaited. Whatever else this means it means delay. My — 
first reaction was to call.the deal off but the company has- the 
engine and to insist on its return at the, present stage would 
hardly be taétful. er ee a Os oe 


To say that I am puzzled in. the present situation here 
would be something of a ee Ba ge ca MN A ER a te 
more tangled as time 

can do to lighten the 

keep you. informed, 


i 


ae tigi z wie sonenkin 
ee ee inl SHARE igi tet GHEE we ae Be 


igh wikt 


Consulate-General, 
AMO V . 


Sth dune, 19YS1. 


ft? 


Chancery, 


Shy IC) 


oe Vi 


delav 


return to 
+ G20. OD Inow 
it refers to hk Laim for 
aretaker and ates that l 
ag § S a caretaker on closu 
husband 
1at Ll was rude to 
temporary ee a wh 
herself nt inland 
futtos havin oricina 
xr husband would ado che 
: clear that I was 
neements L + left China. He also 
1d there is no reality 
the Grounds Toi hes mplaints wh are nothing but attempts 
blackmail ‘everthe ;s¢ the author iS are certain to sift 
to the 


after weeks of indecision the smoy Ferry Company decided 
ate motor Sampan. Meanwhile the engine 
been “pemoved and stored in the office. On wednesday the 
pany came to complete the transaction and having made the 
2ssary arrangements with the vustoms to pay the import dues 
oduced to me a certificate to that effect. At the las 
vamane the Company decided they would need to test the engine 
before completing the deal..I acreed ¢ and let them take it to 
their workshops in amoy on the written understanding that the 
matter would be settled this morning or the engine returned. 

On Wednesday afternoon I reporte d the transactioh to the Public 
barety Bureau at the request of the Customs. ‘This morning ins- 
ead of cor ling to complete the deal the Ferry Company informed 
me that the Customs required a letter of introduction from the 
Bureau in order that they could complete their part. I went to 

Bureau to get this letter which 1 understood was merely 4 
of form and was told that the orders of Higher auth ority 
Maite cine whatever else this means it means delay. My 
action was to call the deal off but the company has the 
to insist on its return at the present stace would 
tadtiful. 
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To say that I am puzzled in the present situation here 
would be some thing of an understatement. The web Seems to get 
more tangled as tine passes. I realise that there is little you 
can do to lighten the darkness and I am merely writing this to 
keep you inforned. 


; In a letter some weeks aco I mentioned that 1 had Bega ixe d 
no official mail from Hongkong for some time. I now Know that the 
last eleven out of.a total of seventeen packets sent since the end 
of the year are missing. All my packets to Hongkong have arrived 
safely. I have not Seen a newspaper ex-China ‘stcohed February. 


Yours ever, é 
F. Suitherman. 
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HIS Majesty's C. a'A, at Peking 
presents his compliments toHeM.P.S. of S. for F.A., 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British... EMbassy,,............ 
Peking. 
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Peking telegram to F.0. No.12@of July 3ra. 
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Name and Date. _ Subject. 


/ 
To Ministry of Forei Mr. Eckford's exit 


Affairs, No. 147 of/ neal © <a a - q 
July 17th, 1951. 2 quimment ._ 


o No. 35. 
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cette ness calataaiass aiati t ee AMALIA OE wr rS : 


1, Heing Kuo Lu, 
Peking. 
17th July, 1951. 


Ho. 147, 
(18930/51/51). 


Dear kr. liuan, 


In my letters Nos. 102 and 135 of Mey loth 
and duly Srd respectively 1 requested the assistance 
of the Ministry of foreign Affairs with a view to 
ensuring that the exit permit of dr. Eekford in 
Tsingtao should be reinstated. 


Though over two months have now elapsed since 
i first made this approach, there appeers to have been 
no tangible progress in the matter. I am sure that 
you will share my view that there is no justification 
for the continued with-holding of bir. Eekford's exit 
permit, particularly now that the misunderstanding to 
whieh the withdrawal of the permit was apparently due 
has been cleared up. 


In the circumstances I trust that the Ministry 
of Foreien Affairs will take t§e matter up with the 
eppropriate quarters so as to @xpedite the issue of 
the requisite exit permit. , 

uF 

Ll would take this opportunity to refer to 
another item relating to the closure of the Tsingtao 
establishment, namely the transportation of certain 
furniture and equipment belonging to His Majesty's 
Government, mentioned in my letter No. 109 of loth 
May. Though I am glad to be able to say that the 
despatch of the vroperty of His Majesty's Sovernment 
in Nenking and Henkow has been successfully accom- 
plished, the loeal authorities at Tsingtao state they 
heve so far received no instructions in this connec- 
tion. 1 should accordingly be grateful £2 appropriate 
authorisation could be transmitted to Tsingtao, as has 
been done in the ease of Nanking and Hankow, to faol- 
litate the packing and despatch of the equipment in 
question at an early date. 


Yours sincerely, 


(L.H. Lamb) 
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HIS Majestys ©. d’A. at Peking 
presents his compliments toHisM.P.S. of S. for F.A., 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. | 


British... BMDASSY.,............ 
Peking. 
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l, Hsing Kuo Lu, 


Peking. 
17th July, 1961. 


No, 147. 
(18930/51/51). 


Dear Mr. Huan, 


in my letters Nos. 102 and 135 of May 10th 
and duly Srd respectively 1 requested the assistance 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with a view to 
ensuring that the exit permit of Mr. Eokford in 
Tsingtao should be reinstated. 


Though over two months have now elapsed since 
I first made this approach, there appears to have been 
no tangible progress in the matter. I am sure thet 
you will share my view that there is no justification 
for the continued with-holding of Mr. Eekford's exit 
permit, particularly now that the misunderstanding to 
which the withdrawal of the permit was apparently due 
has been cleared up. 


In the circumstances I trust that the Ministry 
of foreign Affairs will take the matter up with the 
appropriate querters so as to expedite the issve of 
the requisite exit permit. 


IL would take this opportunity to refer to 
another item relating to the closure of the Tsingtao 
establishment, namely the transportation of certain 
furniture and equipment belonging to His Majesty's 
Government, mentioned in my letter No. 109 of 16th 
Mey. Though I am glad to be able to say that the 
iy ire of the property of His Majesty's Government 
in Nanking and Hankow has been successfully accom 
plished, the local authorities at Tsingtao state they 
have so far received no instructions in this sonnec- 
tion. I should eceordingly be grateful if appropriate 
authorisation could be transmitted to Tsingtao, as has 
been done in the case of Nanking and Hankow, to faoi- 
litate the packing end despatch of the equipment in 
question at an eerly date. 


Yours sincerely, 


(LeH. Lamb) 
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HIS Majesty’s Oat 
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and has the honour to transmit to him the inder-mentioned 
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You will recall thst in the last 
paragraph of my letter No. 102 (18950/21/51) of 
lOth Mey I requested thet Mr. Eckford's exit 
cermit be reinstated. 


ee «4 have now ascertained that the 
Local authorities have so fer falled to re-issue 


uy 


iy. Eckford's exit permit. <As the arrangements 
for winding up His Majesty's Government's pro- 
perty in Tsingtao are now virtually completed and 
Mx. Uekford himself is anxious to leave at an 
early date, 1 shall be grateful if appropriate 
instructions may be sent to the loeal authorities 
to facilitate his departure without further delay. 


Yours sincerely, 


(LH. Lamb) 


uan Hsiens, 
West Buropean ond African Department, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Peking. “7 
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HIS Majesty's C. aA, at Peking 


presents his compliments to i.«M.P.S. of 8. for F.A., 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 


documents. 


British.... BMDASSY.,.........-. 
Peking. 
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To Ministry of Fore igr Mr. Eckfora's 
Affairs No. 135 of > permit. coat 
ord duly, 1951. 
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lisine Kuo Lu, 
Peicine. 
ord July, 1981. 


4) 2 ia! ky 3 
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ou Will recull thet in the last 
erpagreaph of my letter No. 108 (16936/21/61) of 
16th way I vequeeted tiet mr, Bokford's exit 
permit ve re 


2. «4 have now aseertelined that the 
looel authorities heve sco fur falled to re-issue 
ny. SOkford'’s exit permit. as the errungements 
for winding up lila Mejesty's Government*s pro- 
perty in isinateo are now virtually completed and 
ha. sokforé himself is anxious to Leeve at an 
eariv date, I shell be grateful if appropriate 
inetrections may be sent to the local authorities 
to fneilitete his departure witncut further delay. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Lisli. 


iy. Huan tisisnz, 
West Zuropean end African Department, 


951 
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Name and Date. Subject. 


1, Hsing Kuo Lu, 
Feking. 


Sth July, 1951. 
No. 139. 


(10452/39/51). 


in you letter of the 3rd March last you 
informed Sir dgohn Hutchison that the property of His 
hia jesty's Government in Tihwa was being well taken 
care of and thet as regards the baggage and personal 
effects of Mr. Fox Holmes and his staff, they would 
be forwarded to Feking for delivery following the 
receipt of en appropriate list. 


the terms of the above communication were 
duly transmitted to His kajesty's Frincipal Secretary 
of State for Forelen 4ffairs, and I have now received 


& list of the personal and household effects, and other | 
belongings of Mir. Fox Holmes, his family, and staff, 
This is enclosed with the gh uest that necessary 


arrangements may be now put into effect for transfer 
of those articles to Feking at an early Go Hee 


T have at the seme time been instrueted. to 
request that the official property of His Majesty's 
Government at Tihwa should be likewise transported 
to Feking and transferred to my custody hef@, 4 © 
accordingly also enclose an inventory of tase officis 
property. | | 


I should be grateful if the enclo 
which, it will be noted inelude a number i Bong 
articles, can be transmitted by the iiaistay eee 
Affairs to the competent authorities in due ¢Goursé With 
appropriate directions for the despatch to Peking in 
accordance with the above requests of all the erticles 
in question. 


(LH. Lamb) 
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Mr. Shipton telephoned this 
morning and asked me if I could give him 
any information regarding the position of 
the following United Kingdom nationals 
and Consular officers in China: 


(i) Mr. Stones. 
(ii) Mr. Elliott Kendall. 


(iii) Messrs. Hemingway and Kirby of 
our Kunming Consulate. 


ae I gave offhand the information 
contained in Peking's telegram of a day or 
two ago about the number of United Kingdon, 
United States and Commonwealth nationals 
Still in Kunming and promised to telephone 


him later about the particular persons whom 
he mentioned. 


Fe Mr. Paton obtained for me the 
following information which I later passed 
on to Mr. Shipton: 


(i) Messrs. Stones and Kendall, both 
Methodist Missionaries, according 
to a recent telegram from Peking, 
left Kunming on 5th July by train 
going eastwards and believed to be 
en route for Hong Kong. Consular 
Department had enquired fram the 
Mission concerned on 12th July but 
had not yet received any information 
of their arrival at Hong Kong. 


Personnel Department had no precise 
information about the whereabouts 
of Messrs. Hemingway and Kirby, but 
would ascertain this from Peking. 


I undertook to let Mr. Shipton know as soon 
as possible at "“Dunsbury, Hill Brow, Liss, 
Hampshire" any further information which 
should come to us about these people before 
he leaves on his forthcoming reconnaissance 
of Mount Everest on 1/th August. 


ly. At the same time I told Mr. Paton 
that I was very dissatisfied that Personnel 
Department could give us no up-to-date 
information about Messrs. Hemingway and 
Kirby and asked him to pass this on to that 
Department with the request that they should 
find out as soon as possible from Peking 
what the position is. . I also asked Mr. 
Paton to make. a request to Personnel | 
Department to det us mere a self-contained 
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— Will you please keep a watch 
on this and let me have any further 
information for passing on to Mr. Shipton 
as soon as it comes to notice. 


Vea, 
(J.S.H. Shattock) 
26th July, 1954 
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From: 


Mr. 


Shattock, 


When you telephoned to me on the 26th 
July about Mesérms., Stones and Kendal @mhiwr% “ 
about Hemingway and Kirhy of our Consulate at 
Kunming, I undertook to let you have any 
further information that we could gather about 
them, 

oe fm 

I am glad to be able to sey that we have 
now heard from the Methodist Missionary 
Society that Me Stones and }e% Kendal have 
nin amber in Hong-kong together with a 


group of other missionaries from South West 


China, whose names you may be interested to 


knows They are: Tis § quine s 

fuses N. Haw 

fins 3. LI 5 A bvauth, 
TM. Devnand, 


° ue Vv bales 
lw howell 
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We have also just heard from Peking that 
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bedhvewber nytt 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


When you telephoned to me on the 26th 
July about Stones and Kendal as well as about 
Hemingway and Kirby of our Consulate at Kunuing, 
I undertook to let you have any further 
information that we could gather about them. 


an glad to be able to tell you that 
we have now heard from the “Methodist Missionary 
Society that Stones and Kendal have arrived 
safely in Hong Kong together with a group of 
other missionaries from South West China, whose 
names you may be interested to know. They are 
Mise Squire, Miss N. Harris, Wiss D. Galbraith, 
Miss M. Barnard, Miss J. Firbank, Miss E. Whewell. 


We have also just heard from Peking 
at Hemingway and Kirby were due in Hankow on — 
e 27th July. I will however write let 
u know when we hear that they have definitely 
rived there. 


h 
h 


* &) 
fen 
sf bi 


ab oo 
PAS Co 
Lt 


gin = 


TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: CABLE ADORESS: 
WESLEY NORWEST WESLEY L 
* * LONDON = » CABLE oo 


¢ Clem 


METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


25:MARYLEBONE ROAD 
LONDON:-N-W:1 
C/E 2nd August 1951. 


K.R.Oakeshott Esq 
Pection vhina & Korea, 


Foreign Offi Q4 
A yo la ie FC IS 


Dear Mr. Oakeshott, 


Missionaries under the auspices of the 
Methodist Missionary Soctety in China. 


of our missionaries, who were in South-West China, have 
now arrived safely in Hong Kong. This group includes 
Rev. Vernon Stones, who has been detained in prison since 
February 21st. Ihe names of this group are as follows:- 
Rev.R.E.Kendall. Miss D.Galbraith..| 
n V. Stones. " M.Barnard. 
Miss Squire. | n J.Firbank 
n" N.Harris. u  E.Weewell. 


Missionaries of our Society still in China. 

The missionaries of our Society still in Uhina 
are Mr. and Mrs.T.A.Richardson and family, who are in Hankow; 
Dr. and Mrs.G.H.Pearson and Miss G.M.Aughes who are at 
Shaoyang, Hunan. We hear that the case in which Dr.Pearson 
is involved has now been cleared up, and gather from corres- 
pondence that there is good reason to hope that in all cases, 
both in the Richardson's and that of the Shaoyang group, that 
they will now soon be out.. This for your information. 

Thank you for your help. 


Yours sincerely, 


(FC 1898785) 
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I strongly support Mr. Lamb's suggestion, since 
Mr. Eckford has been through a particularly difficult 
and troublesome fime during the last few months. 


Though this case is not an exact parallel with 
that mentioned in paragraph 3 of Foreign Office telegram 
No. 820 of the 26th May, it does fall within the general 
agreement which Mr. Staines reached with me before 
this telegram was issued that in view of the great 
difficulties which owr Consuls are enduring in China 
today, they should be treated on a par with other 
of our Consular Officers behind the Iron Curtain. 

I hope very much that he will be able to see his way 
to meeting Mr. Lamb's request. 


Jv. q. hueeet. 


) (J.S.H. Shattock) | 


PERSONNEL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


e Lamb 
0. De 9. 7 am. 25rd August, 1951. 
23rd August, 1951. Re 10.45 am. 23rd August, 1951. 


His Majesty's Cosid General Tsingtao has been granted 
exit permit and hopes to leave shortly. 


2. In order to get home for part of his 
grandchildren’s holidays, he would like to fly 
Hong Kong, if he can leave Tsingtao in time. I very 
much hope you can see your way to approve this much- 
merited facility. 


3. Grateful very early reply. 
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HIS Majesty’s ~ GAs at Peking 
presents his compliments to HeM.P.S. of S. for F.A., 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentionad 


documents. 3 


British... Embassyis............ 


NS cs car ]29 


.20th.Jduly,, 104..1951. 


Reference to previous correspondgnce: 


fetrug deefetet, MO+# 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. ) Subject. 


Construction of 
defence works by the 
local military 
authorities on the 
mises owned by 
oM.G. in Amoy. 


26th duly, 1961. 
Bo. 149, 
16926/10/681). 


Dear tr. Fan, 


In hie letter of Merch Ord last 

Hutehieon informed you of the stru 

works by the local military au 

mises owned by Tis -ajesty's | 
re thet the : 
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this matter cate 
t Sir gohn Bu 
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Dated S : | 
Received in 


There appear to be two separate points, in this 
telegram: * 


a) It might be possible at a later date to persuade 
the Chinese to grant an entry permit to Mr. Coghill's 
successor if we hinted to the Chinese that the Canton 
Passport Control would have to be closed if the permit 
was not granted. 


b) That Hong Kong's visa fees are too low. 


As far as(a) is concerned oU¥ present thinking is 
that Mr. Coghill cannot reasonably be expected to ans oe, ' 
a Canton much longer and that in the absence of an entry | 
permit for his successor the post would have to be closed. | 
I believe that Personnel Department are asking for | 
Peking s comments on objections recently raised by the 
Governer of Hong Kong. Subject to Peking’s comments 
on the telegram within I do not think the Chinese are 
likely to be influenced by an argument of this sort; it 
would needomoréinthan a problematical inconvenience to 
their d@ationalSets to make them ONDE Sion 18 ghee, SET 
more and more to be a considered all 
our Consular officdS; there have been no entry permits 
for Consular staff for nearly a year. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. — 


Addressed to Peking telegram No: /4 Saving 
Repeated fer information te Foreign Office, 


While I do net know the intentions of His Majesty's 
Gevernnent in regard toe this pest after British merchants 
have at some future date contrived te leave, it seens 
frem Nerth’s experience at Nanking that its clesure night 
well be mos$ ardueus - fer example seme twenty ex-information 
employees might have to be beught off, 


2. It eccurs te me that the Chinese authorities might 
pessibly be induced te believe ~- when the pelitical situation 
is more prepitieus - that incenveniences te their nationals 
would result from clesure ef Canten Passpert Centrel, It 
is true et present that I am chiefly engaged in giving transit 
visas for Heng Keng te Malay Chinese whe held return visas 
(the latter de net require revalidisation but the bearers 
are apparently cempelled by Chinese regulatiens te ceme toe 
Canton) and such transit visas are net perhaps abselute 
requisites. Incidentally lirs. H. by werking call i a 
yesterday cellected in fees half ef what ene 

} spends in newspaper 

advertisements, | | A 


, a 3 . ig * 


3. In general I think’ that the whele question merits 
consideration even theugh I de net feel competent te suggest 


any changes in Celenial passpert precedure, 
Embassy pleage pass te Fereign Office, — 


China ond Keres Department, 
Consular Departnent, 
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Confidential. 


Letter to: 
Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Peking. 

From: 


China and Korea 
Department. 


ane Conwsu 
epartasht 


(Miss Fish 


XS 
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~~ DEVISION., 


SEP 1951 


~ 20 SEP i951 


Peer me 
SENT .-6 
Tye : 


My 
ee 


Moniens | ame | 
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Dear Chancery, 


In the last sentence of Paragraph 2 
of their telegram No. 24, Saving, of the 
elst August, Canton drew attention to the 
discrepancy between mis visa fees and the 
amounts extracted by the Chinese from 
departing foreigners, 
2s We have been wondering whether in the 
light of this any increase in our fees for 
transit and entry visas would be justified. 
No such increase could, however, be based 
on excessive Chinese fees for exit visas, 
“but, it is possible that if the Chinese 
levy fees in excess of those charged by the 
‘United Kingdom authorities for entry visas 
(£1/2/6), or transit visas (2/6a.), 

se 


retaliatory fees could 
pelts | 
be introduced by us. - If the Chinese 


have only one type of visa for both entry 


and transit, and the fee for that visa is 


jin cxcesefor equivalent to our fee of 


contig 
£1/2/6, we ehowld- introduge a similar fee 


for ara, Vises. granted to Chinese: nationals. 


We should be grateful for any infor- 
mation you may have about visa fees 


charged by the Chinese authorities. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
28th September, 1951. 


Dear Chancery, 


In the last sentence of paragraph 2 of 
their telegram No. 2, Saving, of the 21st August, 
Canton drew attention to the discrepancy between 
our visa fees and the amounts extracted by the 
Chinese from departing foreigners. 


2. We have been wondering whether in the light 
of this any increase in our fees for transit and 
entry visas would be justified. No such increase 
could, however, be based on excessive Chinese fees 
for exit visas, but it is possible that if the 
Chinese levy fees in excess of those charged by 
(ai/a76) Kingdom . wean tae a entry ow 
or transit visas retaliatory 
could be introduced by us. ir the Chinese 
for both entry and 
9 : is in excess 
of or equivalent to , | 
introduce a similar fe 
Chinese nationals, 
3. We should be grateful 
you may have about visa fees charged by the 
Chinese authorities, 


Yours ever, 
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CHINA 
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China and Korea Depar 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.t. 


the Comp 


Embassy a 


Copied to Amoy No, 32 


18th August, 1951. 


Peking. 


1 Heing Kuo Lu, 
Peking. 


16th August, 1951, 
No. 169 (90401/87/51) 


Dear Mr. Huan, 


In wy letter No, 150 of 20th July I referred to 
Certain difficulties which were being encountered in 
connection with the closure of various British Government 
establishments in Ching and the departure of the British 
Foreign Service personnel. 


I am glad to be adle to advise you that I have 
since learnt from tt. ‘Mitchell et Chungking that the 
necessary authorization for the shi of official 
property of His “ajesty's Government hag now been received. 
I also understand thet “Mr. Mitchell's application of an 
exit vien hae been epproved though it appeare that there 
may still be some quection of a guarantee to be settled... 
He therefore hopes to be able to leave shortly and to 


place the vacant official premises in the custody of a 
caretaker « 


Ae the Minietry of Foreign Affairs will doubtless 
already be aware, the affairs of the consuler esteblish= 
ment at Kunming, which occupied rented premises, have been 
liquidated and the British official personnel have now left. 


Mr. Lyall has likewise been able to leave Hankow, 
where negotiations are in progress for the lease of the 
property of lis Majesty's Governnent to a local benevolent 
institution. I am also able to confirm the delivery in 
Peking of the furniture and equipment consigned to me from 
Hankow and Nanking to which I referred in the last paragraph 
of my letter No. 147 of July 17th. 


With regard to Tsingtao I am also glad to gay 
thet I have just bean informed that Yr. Eekford's exit per= 
mit has been granted and I therefore hope that previous 
difficulties about the despatch to Peking of official 
furniture etc. will be expeditiously resolved so that he 
will be able to leave very shortly. eee my latest 
information, however, ‘tr. Smitherman at Anoy 
awaiting the issue of an exit permit for which he _ 
ally ree pn IT am not aware of the reasons for this con« 


I an eerey 40 have bs gtate that in the case of 
Nanking certain difficulties rated by forser personnel 
are being encountered by it. North ac a result of which the 


/ progress 


ir. liman nen Tahans 
oe ie of oe ssid 


and African ee ere 


ss of winding up the affairs of the 
establishment has been considerably hampered. A recent 
ingtance was in connexion with the preperty of the 
SinosBritish Cultural Association mentioned in ny 
nemorandum to the Yinigtry of Foreign Affairs Mo. 15) 
of July 24th. It appears that the caretaker, though he 
had received full severance pay on being discharged, is 
now pressing Mr. North unreasonably for further employ= 
ment. I trust, however, that with the sympathetic undere 
standing and support of the competent authorities any 
such impediments to the orderly and satisfactory cloeure 
of the British government esteblishments in Nanking can 
be effectively eliminated so that ‘tr. North and his 
assistant, Yr. Blliott may be enabled to return to the 


United Kingdom at an early date in accordance with their 
officiel instructions. 


In seeking the good offices of the Winistry 
of Foreign Affaire to ensure the above objective and to 
safeguard the legitimate interests of Hie Majesty's 
Government and their Foreign Service pereonnel I would 
sO renew my request for eimiler assistance with regerd 
to the provision of the appropriate facilities to expedite 
the departure of Yr. Smitherman from Amoy, 


Yours 
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FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Lamb 
No, 1558 © D. 1.50 p.m. 10th Octover, 1951. 
10th October, 1951. R. 3623 p.m. 10th October, 1951. 


, 
fr 


CONFIDENTIAL ow A\ Redd: 


Chancery letter $/0 161 in september, Property at Tihwa. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs have told us that cost of 
transport of clothes and other effects (apparently excluding 
furniture) from Tihwa to Peking would be approximately £1,000. 
The Chinese Government were not prepared to pay. We argued the 


point, but the official was adamant and said Ministry of ciate 
Affairs expected us to say what we wanted done, 


2, It will obviously be impossible to move the Chinese 
from this attitude. I shall be grateful for instructions 
therefore whether the personal effects should be shipped on the 
understanding that we will pay or whether you would prefer to 
compensate Fox-Holmes and staff in cash. If you wish personal 
effects shipped, I take it you will not wish His Majesty's 
Government property to be sent (except perhaps valuable library, 
adding machines, radio receivers, and cinematograph projectors) 
since this would add considerably to the cost, 


DDDD 
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property at Tihwa/ 
We agree to pay for the transport 


ae 


(4) #11 personal property of H.M.C.G 
‘ pisxekarer 
staff. 
(ii)Calcujatang machine, sypewriters, 
cinematopgraph projectors and library. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


PEKING, 
13th September, 1951, 


No, S/O 461 
(10452/40/51) 
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Dear Department, : s 

/ 


Please refer to the Minister's letter No. 139 (10452/39/51) of 
July 5th to Huan Hsiang, fhe Head of the West European and African 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (copied to you under 
our P/L despatch No. 260), about the property at Tihwa. 


2. The Chinese Secretary raised this question again with the 

Protocol Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on September 12th. 
The official to whom he spoke asked if we would agree to all the 
property being shipped by road to Sian and thence by rail, in view of 

the heavy cost of air-freight. Ford assented. The official 

continued that it would take a long time and that it was difficult 

for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to guarantee anything, but that 

they would do their best. 


3. The implications of this seem to be first, that nothing has 
happened about the property so far; this is not altogether surprising. 
Secondly, it looks as if the Chinese government may be thinking of 
charging His Majesty's Government for the freight. We do not think 
it would be wise tactics to raise this second question now, since we 
may be wrong and we might only get involved in tedious and abortive 
arguments, We propose therefore to wait until the stuff arrives and 
then see what happens. 


Yours ever, 


SpaNceRY 


China and Korea Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, §.W.1. 
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(27269) Wt. 22832—217 350m 11/50 GS. St. 


CONDITIONS IN PRKING, 


Peking Chancery letter of the 18th October 
and its enclosure give an interesting but 
depressing picture of the difficulties of 
life for our Embassy staff. 


Ze In a minute on the jacket Mr. Addis, 

who was Head of Chancery in Peking until 
November, 1950, expresses the view that the 
picture may be gloomier than conditions warrant. 
Perhaps this difference of view may be explained 
by the fact that Mr, Addis experienced the 
unpleasantnesses of the “liberation" period 

in Nanking, so that conditions in Peking (to 
which the Embassy moved early in 1950) were ~ - 
in the nature of a change for the better; : 
whereas Mr. Crows who took Mr. Addis's place 

as: Head of Chancery (and probably drafted the 
letter and memorandum in question), came fresh’ 
from the United Kingdom to life behind the 
bamboo curtain, 


oe 


3-e I think that Lord Reading would probably 
be interested to see this paper. 


Viv. A. hue eck, 


(J.S.H. Shattock) 
28th November, 1951. 


My, Baseleg 
| Zag Cele , 
sad er 
+ a6f tt 


Bale 7 ye 
BRITISH EMBASSY, 


PEKING, 
No, S/O 546. 
(90103/4/51). : ' 48th October, 1951. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


(One & 5 copies). 


Dear Department, . 


We are indeed grateful to Northern Department 
for sending us their letter NS 1051/75 of the 2ist 
August with information on the difficulties of life 
for our Embassy in Moscow. We have found it extremely 
and sadly interesting and in the enclosed memorandum 
we have attempted to make some comparisons between 
conditions there and here 

Notion 


Le It is not our ention to YA suns the wider issues 
of whether an Embassy is worth maintaining in China 

(in which respept the principles outlined in Moscow 
despatch No. of the 16th March, 1950, would have a 
similar applicability), but rather to refer to paragraph 
6 of the same Moscow despatch in which Mr. Nicholls drew 
attention to the effect on the Soviet Government of the 
slights and inconveniences suffered by His Majesty's 
Ambassador and his staff and to the second sentence of 
paragraph 8 which pointed out that the Soviet Government 
could at any moment by pure ly administrative means. reduce 
the utility of His Majesty's Embassy to negligible pro- 
portions, The same applies in Peking. The indignities 
here are, however, greater. The farce of non-recognized 
recognition is elaborately played at all levels. It 
enables the Chinese to refuse to deal with us when they 
do not wish to, but does not prevent them coming to us, 
e.g for visas, when they find it convenient, It is 
particularly galling for His Majesty's Consuls. We are 
being made to lose face. This cannot but aftect the 
attitude of Chinese officials to His Majesty's Government. 


De As for administrative restrictions on the usefulness 
of the Embassy, they are already in operation. The mere 
fact that we have been unable to secure replacements for 
staff will of itself, if it continues, gradually paralyse 
us. As you know we have already a number of people who 
are well overdue for leave, but cannot be released. 


4. Thus, on balance, we think that though we are better 
placed than Moscow as far as houses, servants, food etc. 
are concerned, we are in general already as badly, and 
in some respects much worse, off than they are. But give 
us time —- this Chinese Revolution is still young and the 
science of being nasty to the foreigner is of immemorial 
antiquity. 


5e We are enclosing extra copies in case you may wish to 
distribute them to other departments to whom they are 
likely to be of special interest (such as Northern and 


perk Departments by way of supplement to our post 
repor 


- Yours ever, 
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MEMORANDUM 


There are cértain basic differences between life in 
Peking and life in Moscow. The first is that whereas in 
Moscow there is a fully established Embassy, here we have 
no full diplomtic relations, and His Majesty's Chargé 
d'Affaires is consistently styled by the Chinese the 
"negotiations representative". He is accorded certain 
diplomatic courtesies and prinwileges, but his staff while 
in prectice treated on a more or less similar basis are 
not acknowledged to possess any official status. Another 
difference between China and Russia is that there is still 
a fairly large number of foreigners in China; this how- 
ever is not likely to last so very long. Thirdly, there 
is no “Burobin", 


Se With these differences in mind we can made the follow- 
ing comments on the points mentioned in Northern Depart- 
ment's letter. It will perhaps be easier if we tabulate 
them under similar headings to those used by Moscow. 


Oe Material. 


(a) Accommodation. With our present limited staff, ; 
there is ample room for everyone inside the Embassy Compound, § 
which is large and spacious (occupying about 17 acres) and 
in which we are fortunate enough to have a Chapel, a small 
theatre, and two tennis courts. If we had a full Embassy 
here, we should require accommodation outside (at any pate || 
until a considerable re-building scheme had been ca sol 
This would probably cause a certain amount of work althe | 
we do not think that we should fail to get what we wanted. 
in the end. Accommodation in Peking is short, but other 
missions who have set up here have been able to obtain — 
reasonable accommodation provided they show pertinacity, 
They have also been able to refuse some of the propePrt} 
which the Ministry of Foreign Affairs first suggested 
might be suitable. : 


(>) Furniture. This is practically all supplied by t 
Ministry of Works, varies in quality, but on the whole is 
pretty good. We do not know whether it is possible to hii 
furniture outside, but it is still possible to buy small 
tables etc. at not unreasonable prices. Pianos have nevs 
been plentiful in China and it is hardly possible to hi 
them, and the same applies to refrigerators. On the oti 
hand api tg des wish to do so, ice can be bought quit 
easily. ¢ pod iat Jo that cast Axes Sat matey tf 


(c) Maintenance and repairs. We fortunately still 
have a large Ministry of Works staff in the compound and 
can hire contractors to deal with what we cannot manage 
ourselves, 


(ad) Chinese employees. These are easy to engage, and 
we are fortunate enough to have inside the Compound a | 
number of Chinese employees and servants who have had long 
service with the Embassy. We have little doubt that they 
have instructions to report all our movements and they ha 
been formed into a union, but so far pressure from Outs 
does not seem to have been excessive, 


a 2 


(e) Petrol, Coal etc. Petrol is difficult to obtain, 
and we are negotiating with the Protocol Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a ration as our pre- 
liberation stock has now nearly run out. We tried to 
import some from Hong Kong but there were administrative 
difficulties about storage in Tientsin. We do not think 
we shall have undue difficulty about getting our ration 
though it will probably be too small. Coal is easy to | 
obtain and we get ample supplies through the appropriate 
government organisation. We do not use other bulk 
supplies. 


(f) Air passages. Hardly applicable, Most of the 
air lines run to the North East or North West where we 
would certainly not get permission to go. (See paragraph 
6 below) 


(g) Taxi services. Not applicable. The ubiquitous 
"nedicab" or bicycle rickshaw fulfils this need in cases 
where an Embassy car is not used. There is sufficient 
Embassy transport, with chauffeurs paid by His Majesty's 
Government, for the use of all members of the staff. We 

| believe there are 2 taxis in Peking were anyone to want 
. one. 


(h) Miscellaneous wants. These are probably easier 
to fulfil in Peking than in Moscow provided they commonly 
occur in Chinese everyday life. The Chinese have not yet 
been reduced to the drab uniformity and scarcity which 
seems to be the lot of the Russians. For specialised 
requirements we would have to rely on either our own 
resources within the Compound (i.e. Ministry of Works 
craftsmentetc. ) or imports from Hong Kong. We have no 
sea bag service so we cannot receive or send parcels. 


Ge Contacts, Official contacts are with junior members 
of the Protocol Department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs only, with a very occasional exception of His 
Majesty's Minister being summoned to receive a statement | 
from the Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs. As far as we. 
are aware no Chinese Government official has had a meal | 
within the Embassy here, although a junior of the Protoco] 
Department did once have dinner at the house of the 3rd 
Secretary feminine) of the Netherlands Embassy. He alsc 
came to Youde's wedding reception). Unofficial contact 
are unfortunately shrinking daily. A few stalwarts are 
prepared to come to the Embassy Compound and we meet on™ 
or two outside. But we do not like to press any such '° 
contacts for fear that the Chinese persons concerned may 
end up in jail. One or two remaining British subjects 
outside the Embassy still succeed in seeing a certain 
number of Chinese, but even their contacts are shrinking. 
We shall soon reach the position prevailing in Moscow. 


De Travel. No travel is permitted except within a 

ra of 8 miles of Peking, trips (for each of which a 
Sete base Ie Fecuieed) to Pei Tai-Ho (a segside resort) 
in the summer months, and to Shanghai and Tientsin should 
anyone wish to go there. (Neither of these cities offer 
much attraction). Normally all foreigners employ Chinese 
chauffeurs since if they were to drive themselves and 


become involved in an accident they would probably be 
mulcted of extortionate sums for compensation, 


in 


or Information, The Information Service was closed 
down in the summer of 1949, ostensibly because Britain and 
China were not in diplomatic relations. It has not been 
permitted to resume, and we doubt if it will. The British 
Council has closed in Nanking, will close in Peking in 
December, and we shall be surprised if it still can manage 
to hang on in Shanghai until the end of 1952. 


Te The foregoing will we hope give you an indication of 
certain factual aspects of life here. In the following 
paragraphs we will try and sketch a more difficult picture - 
the general background and atmosphere here, 


oe In general this has deteriorated appreciably during 
last year. The constant drum-fire of hatred against the 
West put out by all the propaganda services; the diminish- 
ing number of foreigners (50 British subjects a month are : 
leaving Shanghai); the arrests and executions of foreigners | 
during the late summer; the arbitrary and unprincipled 
behaviour of the local authorities where foreign property 

is concerned; all these inevitably give rise to an 
increasing sense of isolation and in certain circumstances 
(such as the treatment of His Majesty's Consular officers) 
to feelings of impotent fury. Although in Peking itself 

the "western" communities (and in these we would include 

in many respects members of the Indonesian and Pakistan 
missions: the Indians rather less) contrive to maintain 

an agreeable and indeed cheerful existence, it is rather : 
like being constantly on board ship, with local diversions | 
and entertainments which though amusing in their own way ; 
are no substitute for those to be found in most capitals. | 
Moreover the community itself is tiny and growing smaller. | 
As you know, the Peking Club was taken over last January 
and is now but rarely resorted to by self-respecting 
persons, except occasionally for tennis er bowls. The ; 
Tientsin Country Club has now followed, the only difference 
being that its members are now completely barred from 
its portals. This was done at short notice, and we learn 
that when the members were permitted to collect their 
belongings they found them outside on the pavement. A 
Similar disregard for official property is shown by the | 
fact that despite constant reminders, the Nanking Diplomatic 
Wireless Service equipment which was taken into custody 

by the local authorities in December last year, on the 
grounds that it was unnecessary since a similar establish- 
ment existed in Peking, has not yet been returned. Medical 
facilities are shrinking, and there is only one foreign 
doctor left in Peking and he wishes to leave but cannot. 

The only foreign dentist is in similar case. There are 
good Chinese doctore but they are much over-worked and 

are gradually being dragooned into government service. 

The cinemas show only Chinese or Russian films. The 
theatres are incomprehensible to those who have no Chins 
although the classical Chinese opera can be appreciatec 
within limits by anyone. There are no proper concerts,’ 


9. Although members of the foreign missions have by 
virtue of their position a certain degree of security, the 
cannot but be influenced by the insecurity of the ordinar; 
person@m their own non-official friends. It is said on 
good authority that 50% of the non-official European guest: 
at the Belgian National Day celebration in July were in 
jail inside the month (many were Catholic fathers). The 
missions too are affected by the censorship of mail and 
by the knowledge that all regulations where a foreigner 
is concerned may and probably will be interpreted arbit- 
trarily and in a hostile manner. The extract from Moscov 
despatch No.126 of the ote A coor cde on the | psychology 
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atmosphere the Soviet authorities try to create rings 
true here also. We are sure the Chinese aim to do like- 
wise ~ and they are past masters of the art of sinister 
atmospherics. 


Li. We believe that the trends we have sketched above 
will continue. Already much of our reporting is done by 
extraction from the press, which means that we must 
inevitably indulge in speculation. This is bound to 
increase. Chinese statistics in the past were always 
scanty, and where they did appear,inaccurate; the Russian 
system of percentages is now being adopted. Foreigners 
(except Soviet and satellite technicians and advisers) 
will clearly get fewer and fewer; and as the security 
police strengthen their hold, our unofficial contacts too, 
scanty as they are, will completely evaporate. Although 
we may ultimately establish proper diplomatic relations, 
which would ease our way in some respects, no doubt by 
that time the Chinese “Burobin" will have been established - 
a prospect which we can only contemplate with horror. 


12. We do not wish to paint too black a picture of life 
in the Embassy Peking, and although we have deliberately 
portrayed all the items on the debit side of the ledger, 

we would not like it to be thought that the atmosphere in 
Peking is one of inspissated gloom. There are certain 
psychological and material factors such as the beauties 

of Peking itself - the Summer Palace, the Temple of Heaven, 
the Forbidden City ~, the eupeptic pleasures of Chinese 
restaurants, and at present at least the highly companion- 
able atmosphere of the Western diplomatic communities, all 
of which must be placed to the credit side in any attempt 
to paint a proper picture. Perhaps it would not be unfair 
to sum up the psychological position in the words of 

— mona Lott - "It's being so cheerful that keeps me 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
No. 90401/2/2/51. PEKING. 


10th October, 1951. 


Pe ix, 9% 


As av Wisk, 


am enclosed copy of a letter from Kenneth 
Bumstead (No. 400 of the 8th September) is an 
interesting, and perhaps disquieting, example of 
the attention which the Shanghai police are at the 
moment apparently devoting to our Consulate-General. 


Se Actually, I suspect, all our movements are 
carefully watched and recorded wherever we be. We 
had a notable instance here just the other day. 
Brand, as Ministry of Works representative, with a 
Chinese. member of his office staff as interpreter, 
and Colin Crowe and his wife as “kibitzers", went 
to purchase a mule on the 8th October to replace 
the aged animal that has for so many years loyally 
pulled our garbage waggon. Within 24 hours of this 
Simple expedition the police came to interrogate 
the Chinese employee as to the identity of the 
foreigners and their object in acquiring a mule. 


Se Though they do not tell us, I have absolutely 

no doubt that our servants are constantly subjected 
to questioning. I know that the Tientsin Padre, 
Briggs, is regularly the subject of domiciliary 
visits from police and area wardens who ask a variety 
of questions including the hours and topics of his 
prayers! | 


R.H. Scott, Esq., C.M.G., C.BE., 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W. 1. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. | British Consulate-General, 
Shanghais 
BY SAFE HAND. 


8th September, 1951. 
No. 400(16/7/14/51) 


My dear Leo, 


The local authorities appear recently to have 
been taking a more than usual interest in us and 
our affairs. We base this on two items of information 
which are described below. 


Se The first: the local police about six weeks ago 

when interrogating a British Subject, one H.C. Davies, 

who had applied for an exit visa, asked him where he was 
going and who was paying for his journey. Davies, who 

was actually a Distressed British person travelling under 
official auspices, responded that he was going to England 
and that someone in Hong Kong was helping him. The police 
then suggested that he was foolish to borrow for the 
purpose: he should go to the British Consulate and see 
Mr. Veitch (who was named) who would help him 


Oe As you know we have been and are handling a lot 

of distress cases and Veitch has been dealing with most 
of them, at least in the initial stages, and then in 
conjunction with our Mr. Coleman. 


4. The second: Mrs. E.VeJohnstone, one of our 
secretaries, has recently had a few days’ local leave. . 
The fact that: she was not coming to the office daily was 
obviously reported by her servants and a visit from the 
police resulted. She was questioned on the reasons for 
her absence from her duties and about the affairs of 
other members of the staff. 


De Mrs. Johnstone held up her own end well and 
sensibly. She gave information as requested in matters 
there were common knowledge and evaded or expressed 
ignorance otherwise. The questioning or examination was 
neither too wide in scope nor too penetrating but it did 
indicate clearly that our personnel and our activities 
are under fairly close observation, 


6. In case other members of the staff have similar 
experiences I have issued circular guidance on obvious 
lines to them on the attitude they should adopt. 


Yours ever, 


(Sgd) Kenneth Bumstead. | 


Q. C.M.G., O.B.E, 
H.M.Charge d‘Affaires, 
British Embassy, 


L.H. Lamb, Es 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
PEKING. 


27th November, 1951. 


No. 18922/37/51. 
RESTRICTED. 


I enclose copies of Nanking despatch 
No.179 and savingram No.i80 of the 2zend 
November about a further encounter that the 
unfortunate North has had with the local 
authorities in Nanking. The papers are only 
too self-explanatory and it is clear that 
the authorities are out to be as bloody- 
minded as possible. North's final statement 
fortunately does not seem too bad and the 
whole affair being as petty as it is I trust 
that this will be the end of it. 


Se I have sent North a soothing reply and 
agreed that in the circumstances he had no 
alternative. I have also asked him when he 
expects to apply for an exit permit, with the 
added hope that he will do so as soon as 
possible. The quicker we can get him out of 
Nanking the better. The last report from him 
was that he hoped to apply for his permit at 


the end of this month, so he may have done so 
by now. : 


—D Rast, ea 
RO ——, S 
Je S. H. Shattock, ESQe J 0. B. Be , (L. H. Lamb ) | 


Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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22nd November, 1951. 


Noe 179 (245/20/51) 
(and 3 copies) 


Sir, 


I have the honour to inform you that on the 
night of 2ist November, officials of the Foreign 
Nationals Control Section demanded that I give them 

| signed statement concerning the burtiing in this 
compound of a quantity of gramophone records, 


20 Enclosure No. 1 to this despatch contains 
the first draft of the statement and enclosure No». 2 
contains the statement as signed by me. 


30 A full report of the circumstances 
ing the demand for the statement is contained in my 
telegram No, 180 Savings 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 


’ 
Your obedient , 


eM, . 


L.H. Lamb, ESqe, Coll Boy O.B.Be, 


I, P.A. North, British national, of 38, Shuang Men 

Lou, Nanking, hereby state that on 2lst November, 1951, 
burned a quantity of gramophone records in an iron drm, 
The burning of these records commended about 11 asm. and 
as they were slow burning they took a long. time to burn. 
The drum was inspected last at 6 p.m. when there was very 
little smoke issuing from it but later the wind changed 
and caused more fire and smoke which caused annoyance to 
the people in the neighbourhood, 
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ovember, 1951, I 


burned a quantity of gramophone records in a 53 gallen iron 
and a lot of smoke 


where a "No Smoking*® 
personnel came to inspect, 


watched. 


people who mistook it for fire 


Also when the Government 


sto 
ed flame 


As a result of the above it caused 
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drua in the evening near a 

sign is posted. 

annoyance to the surrounding 
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the fire was burning without being 


Lou, Nanking, hereby state that on 21st 
with a bad smell. 


COPY. 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED: CYPHER/OTP. 
RECEIVED: 26/11/51. 
FROM: NANKING. sie | 


No.180 Saving of 22nd November,1951._ 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


My despatch No.i79 of 22nd: November. 


Circumstances attending signing of this statement 
are as follows. 


For the last two days we have been destroying old films ~— 
and gramophone records the latter being an accumulation of 4 
U.S.Armed Forces recordings which I considered it most unwise | 
to leave behind. These records are extremely slow-burning andy 
could not be dealt with in incinerator so they were burnt in | 
an empty oil drum on waste ground adjacent to M.0.W's work- 4 
shop. There is a'"no smoking” sign affixed to the store-room | 
next to this building but it was put there several years ago | 
when petrol was stored nearby and has been unnecessary for a 
long time. The burning of the records ceased at 4 pom and | 
was under constant observation until it was last inspected by © 
Elliott at 6 p.m. when there was only a faint wisp of smoke 7 
issuing. Elliott was in my house from that time until 7.30pm 
and watchman was on duty. Elliott was preparing to leave to | 
inspect drum again and then return home for dinner when I . 
was told that 2 officials from Foreign Nationals Control 
Section wanted to see me. We went out and found them inspect 
ing drum from which a fair amount of smoke was issuing and Q 
contents near the top had turned red. This_was due to 
springing up of a / 1 group undecypherable_/ wind from the 
North which had obviously whipped contents of the drum into 
activity. We thereupon poured several buckets of water in 
the drum and fire and smoke ceased immediately. This is 
what Elliott would have done anyway when he had inspected it. 


Be As a result I had to send for translator and when he : 
arrived he was instructed to tell me Section had been teleph-| 
oned by Customs people in next compound that there was a fire | 
burning in our compound producing flames and smoke and giving | 
off a bad smell. I was asked what I had to say and gave them 
gist of what I have already degcribed to you. One of the | 
officials was same person who conducted my examination of 

the Sacred Heart Orphanage case and rest of the proceedings | 
follow the same form, fierce expression and angry voice every 
time I ventured to disagree with his opinion (which was most 
of the time). The upshot was that I was told I must write 

& report immediately containing what they described as proved 
facts i.e. that I made a fire in the evening, that it producec 
big flames and smoke and I caused a menace to the surrounding 
people. Also that &t was not being watched. After further 
argument, during which I refused to tse word "menace" but 
agreed to substitute word “annoyance”, I produced statement 
which forms enclosure i to my despatch under reference. This 
was translated into Chinese and studied by Chinese officials 
who then ( (foll ering former pattern) introduced further items 
which they inBisted must be included. These were that as 

end had only been told of easier ce in ayeneee and ene saw 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED: CYPHER/OTP. 
RECEIVED: 26/11/51. 
FROM: NANKING. 


No. 180 Saving of 22na November,1951. _ 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


My despatch No.1i79 of 22nd: November. 


Circumstances attending signing of this statement 
are as follows. 


For the last two days we have been destroying old films 

and gramophone records the latter being an accumulation of a 
U.S.Armed Forces recordings which I considered it most unwise | 
to leave behind. These records are extremely slow-burning anc™ 
could not be dealt with in incinerator so they were burnt in © 
an empty oil drum on waste ground adjacent to M.0.W's work- a 
shop. There is a "no smoking” sign affixed to the store-room | 
next to this building but it was put there several years ago | 
when petrol was stored nearby and has been unnecessary for a 
long time. The burning of the records ceased at 4 pom and | 
was under constant observation until it was last inspected by || 
Elliott at 6 p.m, when there was only a faint wisp of smoke | 
issuing. Elliott was in my house from that time until 7.30pm) 
and watchman was on duty. Elliott was preparing to leave to © 
inspect drum again and then return home for dinner when I 
was told that % officials from Foreign Nationals Control x 
Section wanted to see me. We went out and found them inspect: | 
ing drum from which a fair amount of smoke was issuing and ; 
contents near the top had turned red. This_was due to 
springing up of a / 1 group undecypherable_/ wind from the 
North which had obviously whipped contents of the drum into 
activity. We thereupon poured several buckets of water in 

the drum and fire and smoke ceased immediately. This is 

what Elliott would have done anyway when he had inspected it. 
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Ze As a result I had to send for translator and when he | 
arrived he was instructed to tell me Section had been teleph-| 
oned by Customs people in next compound that there was a fire’ 
burning in our compound producing flames and smoke and giving | 
off a bad smell. I was asked what I had to say and gave them | 
gist of what I have already degcribed to you. One of the 
officials was same person who conducted my examination of 

the Sacred Heart Orphanage case and rest of the proceedings 
follow the same form, fierce expression and angry voice every | 
time I ventured to disagree with his opinion (which was most | 
of the time). The upshot was that I was told I must write 

a report immediately containing what they described as proved 
facts i.e. that I made a fire in the evening, that it produced 
big flames and smoke and I caused a menace to the surrounding | 
people. Also that &t was not being watched. After further 
argument, during which I refused to se word "menace" but 
agreed to substitute word "annoyance", I produced statement 
which forms enclosure i to my @espatch under reference. This 
was translated into Chinese and studied by Chinese officials 
who then (following former pattern) introduced further items 
which they infBisted must be included. These were that as 

they had only been told of ee in evening and am saw 
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it then that I must delete that I started it in the morning 
and that it had been last inspected at 6 pom Argument 

on my part backed by Elliott's cogroboration was of no avail. 
The only proved facts were that they had been told by "the 
people" and what they had seen. Further that burning took 
place near a store-house where a "no-smoking" sign is posted 
and that there was a big flame and smoke. I reiterated to 
no avail that notice was old and had been out of date for 

& long time, but I succeeded in getting a little nearer the 
truth with agreement to say burning produced flames and a 


lot of smoke. The final point was that I should admit my 
fault. 


Oe It was now nearly midnight and I could see nothing 
further was to be achieved by prolonging the proceedings. 
Accordingly I produced statement which forms enclosure 2 
to my despatch under reference. This was translated and 
finally passed. I signed it and the officials departed. 
I am unable to say if this closes the matter or whether I 
shall be subjected to further trouble. 


4, I am naturally most unhappy, knowing my every move is 
watched and reported on, and that we have every hope of an. 
early departure, that I should have given Section another 
opportunity to wring a statement from me. In the cirffumstances| 
however I had no alternative but to agree to write it then 
and there, and I trust that both you and Foreign Office will 
share this view. I know what I have told you about the 
burning is true but these people do not want the truth there- 
fore they only want and insist on a distorted account worded 
to suit their own purposes and to make me admit to a wrong. 

I feel they had seen so called "fire" they realized the 
harmlessness of it but for "face" reasons were compelled to 
make a mountain out of a mole-hill. 
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HIS Majesty's O. G’A. at Peking 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S. of S. for F.A. 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioneéd 
documents. 
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Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Shanghai letter No. Payment of compensa- 

to Hong Kong of 14 tion for building 
November, 1951. material taken from 

| the Consular compound | 
Amoy letter No,2/51 for military purposes.” 
to Shanghai of 351s 
October,1951l. 


ritish Consulate General, 
Shanghai. 


7 14th November ,1951. 
No.29(1/12/53/51). 


Copied to H.M. Embassy 
Peking No.500. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to enclose a copy of a 
letter received from the No. 1 Caretaker of the 
British Consulate property at Amoy:, about the pay- 
ment of compensation for building material taken 
from the Consular compound for military purposes. 


- it is not proposed to direct the 
caretaker to take any action in the matter unless 
nstructions, or further information to warrant it, 
are received from You or H.M. Embassy in Peking, to 
whom a copy of this despatch is being sent. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


(K. Bumstead) 
—M, Consul-General. 


Director of Works & Services, 
eM. Ministry of Works, 
04/306, Edinburgh House, 
ueen's Road, Central, 
Hong Kong. . 


9, Lung Tau Lu, 
Kulangsu, 
Amoy. 


Slst October, 1951. 
No.2/5l. 


Dear Sir, 


I beg to inform you that on 30th October I 
was called to attend a meeting held by the local 
military authorities in the Kulangsu Magistrate's 
Office and was told that they had obtained sanction 
from their higher authorities to pay the sum of 
¥90,000 in compensation for 50 pieces of stone and 
50 bricks which were taken from the Residential 
compound for military purposes. I had pointed out 
to them that in the compound two stone retaining 
walls were pulled down (the damage had been reported 
to Peking by Mr. Smitherman) and the loss was far 
beyond the sum of ¥ 90,000. They promised to make 
further investigation, but advised that as the 
amount had already been sanctioned by their higher 
authorities, immediate payment should be made, 
Under the circumstances I could not refuse acceptance 
of the payment, as others did, and had put my per- 
sonal seal on a receipt. 


The amount of ¥90,000 will appear in your 
credit on my account with you on November 15bh. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Sga) S.J. Poh 
(Toh Sin Ju) 


eM. Consul-General, 
Shanghai. 


FROM pip Lamb. 
Peking 


No. 1:02 


Dated 50). th ] Nov 195 
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No. yep {10452/44/51) 


HIS Majesty's C. d'As ‘at > Peking 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S. of S. for F. As, 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. | 


British.. RMbassy-s--..--..-0.++-+ 
Re: | ee a7 
20th. Novemery.1951-...., Me... 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Foreign Office telegram No. 1466 of 15th November to 
Peking ’ 
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Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Letter to Ministry of RE: Transfer of property 
Foreign Affairs No. 217 from Tihwa to Peking. 
of 20th Novenber, 1961. 


His Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Affaires presents his 
compliments to His Excellency the Vice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and with reference to his letter No. 139 of 5th 
July to the head of the West European and African Department, 
has the honour, on instructions from His Majesty's Government 
to request that the following items, the property of His 
Majesty's Government and of Mr. Fox Holmes may be transferred 
from Tihwa to Peking: 


(a) All personal property of Mr. Fox Holmes, his wife and 
children, of Mir. Langdon, and Miss Quirk, 


(b) Calculating machine, typewriters, cinematograph pro= 
jectors and library. 


(c) One Humber and one Chevrolet station wagon; one Chevrolet 
truck together with their tools and spare parts. (It is re- 
gretted that these vehicles were omitted from the list en- 
closed with the letter under reference). 


2, It is suggested that the vehicles mentioned in (c) 
above could conveniently be used to transport the items in 
(a) and (b). 
3. His Majesty's Governacnt reserve all their rights 
to compensation. 
1 Hsing Kuo Lu, 
Peking. 


20th November, 1951. 
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